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Much has changed since then—for
the worse.

But David Takayoshi Suzuki,
like Martin Luther King, has a
dream. He hangs onto that dream de-
spite the recent oil spill in the Gulf of
Mexico and Canada’s continuing com-
mitment to the oil sands project.

 “How about a world where the air is
clean, and kids don’t get asthma?” he
says. “A world as it was when I was a
child.

“We would just drink water out of
any river or lake? A world that is cov-
ered with forest, and we can log it for-
ever because we are doing it the right
way?”

You may say he’s a dreamer, but he’s
not the only one.

“We’ve got to make our cities more
people-friendly and less car-friendly,” he
says, during an interview at his headquar-
ters in Kitsilano. “We’ve spent millions
and millions of dollars on roads and
bridges.”

The geneticist-turned-environmen-
talist is a big fan of Vancouver Mayor
Gregor Robertson’s efforts to in-
crease cycling in the city. But Suzuki says
there are culprits who continually

vapourize dreams, such as politicians
who are fixated on re-election, and com-
pany CEOs driven to maximize profits
in the shortest possible time while ignor-
ing the environment.

To articulate his vision, Suzuki, now
in his 70s, has published, The Legacy
(Greystone $25), subtitled “An Elder’s
Vision for Our Sustainable Future.”
With a glowing foreword by
Margaret Atwood, the book ar-
gues that humans must join as a single
species to respond to the problems we
face, and accept that the laws of nature
must take precedence over economics.

The Legacy is possibly Suzuki’s final
book among 40 titles he has published
since 1988, and he is particularly pleased
by it. “I love this book. Most of my books
I’ve co-written—someone else has re-
searched it, done a lot of the writing,
because I don’t have time. This one I
wrote completely myself, but I did it over
months and months … so it’s much
more organized. Usually when I write, I
just blast, you know—I’ve got the idea
and I write it down. But this one I took
time, I honed it, I shaped it.”

Suzuki expanded The Legacy from a
December 2009 lecture he gave at the
University of B.C., a traditional activity
for retiring professors. Accompanied by
a National Film Board of Canada film
and Greystone Books’ first simultaneous

e-book, The Legacy sums up Suzuki’s glo-
bal and environmental philosophy de-
veloped over a lifetime.

He says human beings have always
been able to look into the future and
“dream of a world that is yet to come—
it’s one of our distinguishing features …
And because we’ve been able to do that,
we’ve been able to see where the dan-
gers are, where the opportunities lie, and
deliberately choose a path that will avoid
the dangers and exploit the opportuni-
ties.

“That has been our survival mecha-
nism—if I go this way, I know there are
sabre-toothed tigers out there, and they’ll
eat me … We’ve done that since the be-
ginning of time.”

There are some bright spots. In Swe-
den, the carbon tax is now set at $110 a
tonne. And Bolivia’s new constitution in-
cludes flora and fauna, not just humans.
So our present course can be averted.

“All I have is hope,” Suzuki says. “We
still don’t know anything about how
Nature works. So I don’t think anyone
has the right to say it’s too late. How can
we say that if we don’t know how Na-
ture works? I hope Nature is filled with
surprises—and some of them will be
good surprises.

“But there’s no question we’ve got to
get off our asses and make some big
changes,” he says. “And there are no
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As David Suzuki battles
against planetary degradation,

The Legacy celebrates the
20th anniversary of the

David Suzuki Foundation.

BY ELIZABETH GODLEY quick fixes. There are environmentalists
around who talk about ‘100 easy ways
to save the planet,’ or ‘10 easy ways.’
Well, there are no easy ways. We are
heading right over a cliff.

“I’m enough of a scientist to know, if
you just follow the curves of how we’re
going in terms of population, well, by
2050, there will be no fish in the oceans.
But I can still dream of a better kind of
world, and I know we could get it—if
we start today and work towards it.”

✍
To encourage us to join together and

overcome our environmental crisis,
Suzuki harkens back to the 1950s when
he was attending Amherst College in
Massachusetts. The Soviet Union had
electrified the world by launching a
Sputnik satellite in 1957. Russia pro-
ceeded to launch a dog into space, then
a man, then a team of cosmonauts, then
the first woman to orbit the earth.

In 1961, President John F.
Kennedy boldly announced Ameri-
cans would be first to land on the moon.
It appeared preposterous. But it was
done. Suzuki believes a similar level of
commitment can be mounted to con-
front our ecological challenges.

Suzuki quotes from Johann
Wolfgang von Goethe: “Until
one is committed, there is hesitancy, the
chance to draw back . . . The moment
one definitely commits, then Providence
comes, too. All sorts of things occur to
help one that would never otherwise
have occurred . . . Whatever you can do
or dream, you can begin it. Boldness has
genius, power and magic in it. Begin it
now.”                                               978-1-55365-570-1

Former Vancouver Sun journalist
Elizabeth Godley is an associate
editor at B.C. BookWorld

We�ve been hear-
ing gloomy mes-
sages about the
e n v i r o n m e n t

ever since Rachel Carson pub-
lished her ground-breaking rev-
elations about the effects of DDT,
The Silent Spring, in 1962.
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DAVID
SLAYS GOLIATH�WITH HOPE
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against planetary degradation,
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letters

Filmmaker Michael Poole
(1936-2010) wrote two mem-

oirs, Ragged Islands: A Journey by Ca-
noe Through the Inside Passage (1991)
and Romancing Mary Jane: A Year in the
Life of a Failed Marijuana Grower (1998).
These were followed by a novel, Rain by
Morning (2006). Also recently deceased
are children�s book author Lynn Manuel
(1948-2010), and Ernest Perrault,
(1922-2010), author of Kingdom Carver
(1968) and Tong: The Story of Tong Louie,
Vancouver�s Quiet Titan (2002).

For full obituaries, visit www.abcbookworld.com

No snow job
EVEN THOUGH I OBTAIN B.C. BOOKWORLD

from the Nechako branch of the Prince
George Library, I am enclosing $25 to
assist with its publication. I am a strong
supporter of this branch. It provides ex-
cellent value to all of us who reside in
the Hart Highway and surrounding
area. Your publication adds to its value.

Isn’t it strange there hasn’t been pub-
lic money for such a valuable contribu-
tion to society, as you are making, but
there was an endless amount of money
to haul snow by helicopter for the Ol-
ympics?

Patrick Stapleton
Prince George

Unmissed in Telkwa
I’M SORRY ABOUT THOSE FUNDING CUTS.
You’ve done a great job all these years. I
don’t think I’ve
missed an issue.

Joan Haggerty
Telkwa

In a pinch
JUST LOVE B.C.
Bookworld! Hav-
ing pinched the
last copy of your zine from a coffee shop,
I at last have my very own to savour!
What a treasure trove of stories, biogra-
phies and general book information; like
the many photos interspersed with the
print. So readable.  Very ingenious in-
deed.

Bea Smith
Kaleden

Margaret Reynolds of the Association of Book Publishers of B.C.

I realize that B.C. BookWorld�s mandate is to provide coverage for new
books, but I thought your readers would be interested in a project unique
to British Columbia, regarding backlist titles.

This summer a pilot program of the BC Books Online library collection
brought 650 digitized, non-fiction titles from BC publishers to twelve libraries
across the province. Anyone with a library card for any of those libraries may
access these books for research and pleasure.

Access is available from within the province or abroad. Library users will
be able to search across the collection, highlight text, cut and paste and per-
form other tasks enabled by digital technology. To learn more about the project
and its capabilities go to www.bcbooksonline.ca.

In 2007, a consortium of librarians and publishers formed to develop and
oversee the initiative. Our objective was and is to make BC books available
to all citizens of the province.

Some of the writers of the approximately 1,500 titles now in the full collec-
tion will be familiar to BC BookWorld readers: Douglas Coupland, David
Suzuki, M. Wylie Blanchet, Roderick Haig-Brown and Terry Glavin. Oth-
ers will be less familiar but equally important in terms of the cultural and so-
cial legacy they provide and which, through this project, will be preserved.

As of late July, over 20,000 British Columbians have accessed BC Books
Online. The pilot program has also allowed the consortium to identify techni-
cal issues and to identify funding models before offering the collection to all
libraries as of June 2011.

Your readers are welcome to provide feedback for this pilot project
(Margaret@books.bc.ca or at your library).

Margaret Reynolds
BC Books Online Consortium

DIGITIZATION TAKES OFF

Michael Poole

Letters or emails contact:
BC BookWorld,

3516 W. 13th Ave.,
Vancouver, BC V6R 2S3

email: bookworld@telus.net
Letters may be edited for clarity & length.

Helen Piddington

Joan Haggerty

[This program is not without controversy. See Michael Elcock�s article �Stealing Atwood�
in BCBW Winter, 2009, available online at abcbookworld.com�Ed.]

WE HAVE BEEN DELIGHTED BY B.C.
BookWorld since its inception and, when
we run out of newspapers to light our
woodstove and countless heaters, we find
it very difficult to burn!

Thanks for your tremendous effort
over the years. So many residents, both
readers and writers, count on it for in-
formation about upcoming publications
in B.C.

My husband and I were nonplussed
by what seems a really shortsighted de-
cision by the gov-
ernment to cut
funding to your
splendid B.C.
BookWorld.

Helen
Piddington
Blind Channel
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Heeding Winston

OBITS

Sheila Peters

DURING WORLD WAR II, WHEN BRITAIN WAS

undergoing the blitz, the finance minis-
ter suggested to Winston Churchill that
funding for the arts could be cut.
Churchill replied, with indignation,
“Then what are we fighting for?”

WC’s remark came to mind this
morning, as I was out picking
huckleberries, because I am the north-
ern rep for the Federation of BC Writ-
ers. Provincial government support for
the Federation has just been reduced
from $20,500 to $4,500. And BC
BookWorld — Canada’s most succsessful
literary magazine — has been denied all
provincial support, TWICE. A 100%
cutback.

What is happening down there in
Victoria?

The Federation has worked with the
Association of Book Publishers of BC
(whose funding has also been drastically
cut) to keep our books in bookstores,
and our poems on buses. Funding for
the Federation has also sent BC writers
into our schools so kids can hear local
voices.

I live 500 miles due north of Van-
couver. For almost twenty years, the Fed-
eration has connected me with other
writers throughout the province.

The Federation
is now deter-
mined to con-
tinue, but we need
the public to know
about the severity
of these cutbacks.
And we need
more writers to

join the Federation to assert the need to
have adequate funding reinstated.

Like huckleberries, we writers can
produce delectable treats even in diffi-
cult conditions. But this year’s crop
shows us that we need at least a little
nourishing rain to survive. As Dennis
Lee wrote, “Huckleberry pie,
huckleberry pie, if I don’t get some, I
think I’m going to die…”

Sheila Peters
Smithers

Winston Churchill

No fire log



Who Knows What the Future Holds?

Where Do Your Books Take You?

Great Lakes & Rugged Ground
Imagining Ontario
Sarah N. Harvey and Leslie Buffam
Illustrated by Kasia Charko

978-1-55469-105-0 • $19.95 hc • Ages 4-8

The authors of The West is Calling: Imagining 
British Columbia have returned to explore more 
than four hundred years of Ontario’s history with
 evocative haiku, informative text
 and luminous illustrations.
 For more information, visit
 www.imagining-ontario.ca.

Silver Rain
Lois Peterson

978-1-55469-280-4 • $9.95 pb • Ages 9-12

Elsie’s city is being taken over by hobos, food lines and shantytowns. 
When she discovers the lure of a dance marathon, she learns that 
you have to be desperate to dance till you drop.

Written in Blood
John Wilson

978-1-55469-270-5 • $12.95 pb • Ages 12+

From acclaimed historian John Wilson comes a 
gripping tale of the Old West. Jim Doolen’s search 
for his father takes him from the West Coast to the 
unknown dangers of the desert.

The Sea Wolves: Living Wild in the 
Great Bear Rainforest
Ian McAllister and Nicholas Read

978-1-55469-206-4
$19.95 pb with fl aps • Ages 8+

In this follow-up to The Salmon Bears: 
Giants of the Great Bear Rainforest,
Ian McAllister and Nicholas Read set 
out to disprove the notion of “the Big 
Bad Wolf” by following coastal wolves 
over the course of a year. 

To the wilds of the 
Great Bear Rainforest 
along the Pacific coast 
of Canada.

To learn more about
The Sea Wolves, take a 

picture of this barcode with 
your smartphone, or visit 

www.seawolves.ca.

Across the plains to 
discover the rich history of 
Canada’s largest province, 

Ontario.

To Vancouver to 
experience the Great 
Depression through the 
eyes of an eleven-year-
old girl.

To the harsh desert world 
of the Arizona Territory 
and northern Mexico 
during the 1870s.

Death Benefi ts
Sarah N. Harvey

978-1-55469-226-2 • $12.95 pb • Ages 12+ 

Royce’s grandfather, Arthur, has a small stroke, and suddenly 
Royce and his mother are moving across the country to care for 
him. Looking after a ninety-fi ve-year-old—especially one as 
cantankerous, crafty and stubborn as Arthur—is harder than 
he imagined. 

A summer looking after 
his ninety-five-year-old 
grandfather is not what 
Royce planned for.

Robin Stevenson 

978-1-55469-248-4 • $9.95 pb • Ages 9-12

Fiona’s father has started dating again a year after the 
death of her mother—and his new girlfriend, Kathy, 
is a professional psychic. Fiona is torn between trying 
to prove that Kathy is a liar and secretly longing for 
Kathy’s abilities to communicate with dead to be real.

You don’t need ESP 
to spot a fraud.

 IMAGINATION
 THE POWER OF

Brought to you by the outstanding authors of BC
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is for Aguirre

WHO � SWHO
B R I T I S H C O L U M B I A

Born and raised in Calgary, Esi
Edugyan of Victoria has degrees from
John Hopkins and UVic. Her first
novel, The Second Life of Samuel Tyne
(Knopf, 2004), was set in the formerly
all-black enclave of Aster, Alberta. Her
second novel, Half-Blood Blues (Key
Porter $29.95), is about black jazz mu-
sicians in Berlin whose livelihoods and
lives are threatened by the onset of
World War II. There’s a brilliant trum-
pet player, Hieronymus, and a narrator,
Sid, who uses a distinctive German-
American slang.                         978-0-88619-456-7

In Hawaii, where he studies shoreline
change and declines of wild fish due to
fish farming, Neil Frazer’s vessel of
choice is a kayak. But for more than ten
summers the Comox-born geophysics
professor used open motorboats to ex-
plore the coasts from Puget Sound to
Glacier Bay. His revised Boat Camping
Haida Gwaii: A Small Vessel Guide to
the Queen Charlotte Islands (Harbour
$29.95) arose from four voyages around
the Queen Charlotte Islands from
Langara Island in the north to Rose
Harbour in the south.           978-1-55017-487-8

is for Backhouse
Frances Backhouse’s fascination
with Klondike gold rush history led her
to write Women of the Klondike (1995),
and Hiking With Ghosts: The Chilkoot
Trail Then and Now (1999). Her follow-
up is Children of the Klondike (White-
cap $19.95), mostly drawn from letters
and journals.                                978-155285-950-0

is for Christy
Some publishers’
hype is too good
to overlook, such
as this descrip-
tion of Jim
C h r i s t y ’ s
Marimba For-
ever (Guernica
$20). “The po-
etry in Marimba

Forever is concerned with love and long-
ing. . . . Many of the poems can be re-
garded as small films: nourish, action,
farce or slapstick; others call music to

mind: a tenor saxophone improvising
on a standard melody in the wee
small hours just as the milk man is

getting up and rubbing sleep
from his eyes; a roadhouse
honky-tonk hell-raiser; six gyp-

sies with accordions and tubas
on the back of a flatbed
truck somewhere near

Ploestki or a marimba
orchestra in a tropical
town square playing

like they never want to
stop while palm trees
sway and lovers neck on
the green benches.”
                 978-1-55071-316-9

Shortlisted for the Hubert Evans Non-
Fiction Prize, Charles Demers’
“no-holds-barred look at Lotusland” en-
titled Vancouver Special (Arsenal
$24.95) is a critique of neighbourhoods,
people and culture, featuring photos by
Emmanuele Buenviaje. Demers’
concluding chapter Vanarchism cites his
affinities for the likes of philosopher
George Woodcock, punk rocker
Joe Keithley, labour historian
Mark Leier and APEC protestor
Jaggi Singh. Born of the friction be-
tween estrangement and engagement,
Demers’ loyalty to the city is ambivalent
but inescapable.                        978-1-55152-294-4

is for Demers

is for Edugyan

Jim Christy

is for Frazer
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Esi Edugyan: in the key of black
�n� blues in Nazi Germany

Carmen Aguirre’s comedic drama
The Refugee Hotel (Talonbooks
$17.95) focuses upon Chileans who fled
their homes in the wake of Augusto
Pinochet’s coup in 1974. Set in Van-
couver, the play also reflects the predica-
ments and concerns of refugee
communities worldwide.

Aguirre’s memoir Something Fierce,
recounting her experiences in the Chil-
ean political underground during the
1980s, is forthcoming from D&M,
to be co-published by Granta/Por-
tobello in the U.K.  978-0-88922-650-0
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Carmen Aguirre:
inspiring words from Chile�s

underground to Vancouver�s
Commercial Drive



Luney Bros. Ltd. was Victoria’s major
construction company for decades and
built many of the cities significant build-
ings such as Crystal Garden. Grand-
daughter of Walter Luney, Nancy
J. Hughes, has self-published Built
by Luney Bros. Ltd.: Building a City
and a Legacy Brick by Brick, Victoria
B.C. 1885-1962 (Wildflower $30) to
recall William and Walter Luney’s set-
backs, struggles and successes. It also
gives an overview of the construction
business in Victoria from 1885-1962.
                                             978-0-9813995-0-8

Shane Koyczan

WHO�SWHOBRIT ISHCOLUMBIA

is for Hagen

is for Gayton

Don Gayton:
a cultural
odyssey on
his hog

Summerland ecologist Don Gayton
goes swilling from Osoyoos to
Armstrong, describing and enjoying lo-
cal fruits and regional wines, for his
Okanagan Odyssey: Journeys through
Terrain, Terroir and Culture (Heritage
$16.95). Gayton matches up books and
landscapes with local vintages, and “ne-
gotiates the tension between the beauti-
fully delicate Okanagan and the
Okanagan that is the mecca for devel-
opers and urban refugees.” 978-1-897522-81-3

Denise
Jaden:

Homegrown
YA novelist

from
Abbotsford

is for Kalla

Cowboy poet and country & western
singer Art Hagen worked as a cow-
boy on the cattle ranges of Alberta and
in the hill country of eastern British Co-
lumbia and Kispiox Valley for most of
his life. He continues as a rancher in the
Peace Country with his son. His memoir
is I Once Was a Cowboy: Sixty Years a
Canadian Ranch Hand (Argenta Press
/ Lone Pine $21.95) 978-1-896124-51-3

In the late 1950s, half of B.C.’s workers
belonged to unions. Benjamin
Isitt’s Militant Minority (UTP $35)
examines the rise of left wing activism in
B.C. that resulted in the election of
Dave Barrett’s NDP government
in 1972, focusing on the post-war in-
fluence of the Communist Party and the
CCF from 1948 onwards. 978-1-4426-1105-4

After her older sister Faith dies in a fall
from a cliff, Brie uncovers her sister’s
involvement in a secret religious cult—
that wants her as a member—in
Denise Jaden’s first young adult
novel, Losing Faith (Simon & Schuster),
due in September. “The sister she
thought she knew so well,” says Jaden,
“suddenly becomes a mystery after her
death.” A former fitness competitor,
Jaden now performs with a Polynesian
dance troupe when she’s not home-
schooling her five-year-old in
Abbotsford, where Jaden was born.
                                                      1416996095

is for Isitt

is for Jaden

is for Luney

is for Mawani

Easily one of the
hottest authors in
B.C., Vancouver
physician Dan-
iel Kalla has
written six medi-
cal thrillers in five
years, the latest
being Of Flesh
and Blood (Tor
Forge $25.99). This time the setting is
the fictional Alfredson Medical

Center—described by Kalla as “a
non-profit west coast Mayo
Clinic with a heart and soul”—
located outside Seattle, founded
in the 19th century.

Medicine runs in Kalla’s fam-
ily, and that’s the context for this
novel. His parents and wife are
also medical doctors. Physicians
from the clinic’s two founding
families struggle with personal,
medical and administrative chal-
lenges—including a super-bug
infection.

This novel, Kalla says, is “near-
est and dearest to my heart.”

                           978-0-7653-2141-1

As a sociology professor at UBC,
Renisa Mawani has revealed how
Indian agents, missionaries and legal au-
thorities restricted the blurring of racial
boundaries in Colonial Proximities:
Crossracial Encounters and Juridical
Truths in British Columbia, 1871-
1921 (UBC $32.95), exploring how
Asians and Aboriginals were systemati-
cally oppressed by “the making of the
settler regime.”                          978-0-7748-1634-2

Daniel Kalla
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Tom Quirk of the East Kootenays
holds one of the 830 woodlot licences
that enable farmers to manage Crown
forests independently, as profiled in
Wim Tewinkel ’s photographic
study Forest Life (BC Woodlot Associa-
tions $39.95) featuring more than 100
woodlots around B.C.

Tewinkel operated a woodlot near
Pemberton but lost it due to a settlement
connected to the 2010 Olympics involv-
ing local First Nations. He remains presi-
dent of the Sea to Sky Woodlot
Association.                                  978-0-9812657-0-4

As the daughter of Mabel (Binky)
Stevens and legendary Haida artist
Bill Reid, Toronto-born Amanda
Reid-Stevens, a resident of Haida
Gwaii, has told the rhyming story of how
the 50-foot Haida canoe called Loo Taas
(meaning wave-eater) was designed by
her father and built for Expo ’86. With
illustrations by Michael Nicoll
Yahgulanaas, her book for young
readers is The Canoe He Called Loo
Taas (Benjamin Brown Books $16.99).
                                             978-09782-5536-7

Doctor, social activist and feminist
Ruth Simkin reveals her challeng-
ing journey as a pioneering physician in
The Jagged Years of Ruthie J. (Ekstasis
$24.95). Simkin is a former Salt Spring
islander who became a palliative care
specialist late in life, working for five
years at Victoria Hospice. She also pro-
duced the Vancouver Island Jewish

Community Di-
rectory for Con-
g r e g a t i o n
Emanu-El for
many years and
supports the Vic-
toria Coalition
to End Home-
lessness.
           9781897430545

That part of Eric Nicol’s brain which
has been writing humorous books since
1943 has been largely unaffected by the
onset of Alzheimer’s disease. Now insti-
tutionalized in his early nineties, Nicol
has written another collection of short
essays, Script Tease: A Wordsmith's
Waxings on Life and Writing (Dundurn
$19.99), his 39th book. The indefati-
gable Nicol received the first Terasen /
George Woodcock Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award for an exemplary literary
career in British Columbia—fifteen
years ago.                                       978-1-55488-707-1

In a similar vein to her preceding B.C.
historical novel The Lawman, Lynne
Stonier-Newman has provided the
first biography of the man who served
as gold commissioner of B.C. during the
height of the Fraser River Gold Rush.
Peter O’Reilly: The Rise of a Reluctant
Immigrant (Touchwood $19.95) also
outlines the Irishman’s multi-faceted ca-
reer as a county court judge, assistant
land commissioner and federally ap-
pointed B.C. Indian Reserve Lands com-
missioner from 1880 to 1898.
Nicknamed The Judge by his friends
who included Sir Matthew Baillie
Begbie and Edward Dewdney,
O’Reilly lived at Point Ellice House in
Victoria.                               978-1-926741-04-8

Compiled over a nine-year period,
Women of Pender Harbour: Their
Voices, Their History (Pender Harbour
Living Heritage Society $45) preserves
the memories of more than 40 early
women settlers of the Pender Harbour
area. Under the direction of Dorothy
Faulkner, along with Elaine Park
and Cathy Jenks, it includes a fore-
word and afterword by Edith
Iglauer Daly  and Theresa
Kishkan respectively.
Contact: Box 65 Madeira Park, BC, V0N 2H0; 978-0-9865605-0-7

is for Nicol

Lumberjills: a can-can line at the Fisherman�s Homecoming Dance, 1968.
From Women of Pender Harbour: Their Voices, Their History

is for O�Reilly

is for Quirk

is for Reid-Stevens

is for Pender

Ruth Simkin

is for Simkin

WILLIAM WALLACE
ROBERT THE BRUCE

THE BLACK DOUGLAS

From the master of the 
sweeping epic 

The 
GUARDIANS

TRILOGY

THE HEROES OF SCOTTISH HISTORY 
BROUGHT TO GLORIOUS LIFE

NOW
AVAILABLE

jackwhyte.com
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Available from your favourite bookstore or order from LitDistCo
Visit our website at www.ronsdalepress.comRonsdale Press

Evolution
The View from the Cottage
Jean-Pierre Rogel — Translated by Nigel Spencer
A fascinating book that shows how Darwin’s principle 
of natural selection can be seen “from the cottage” in
everyday situations that include bears, salmon, belugas,
loons, hummingbirds, and even wheat. Rogel also 
discusses new discoveries in the reading of genes that 
take us further than Darwin could have imagined.

978-1-55380-104-7 220 pp 12 b&w photos $21.95

Cathedral
Pamela Porter
Cathedral takes us on a journey — a very personal 
journey of Pamela Porter’s own — to Africa and South
America, those corners of the world the news reports 
never seem to cover. Winner of the Governor General’s
Award for The Crazy Man, Porter here gives us another
book to treasure.

978-1-55380-106-1 100 pp $15.95

Strange Bedfellows
The Private Lives of Words
Howard Richler
Richler’s wit and erudition make his sixth book on
language a must-have for all those intrigued by the the
English language’s reputation for  “sleeping around.”

978-1-55380-100-9 164 pp $19.95

Quiet Reformers
The Legacy of Early Victoria’s
Bishop Edward and Mary Cridge
Ian Macdonald & Betty O’Keefe
When James Douglas brought Edward Cridge and his 
wife Mary to minister to the new colonists of Vancouver
Island, little did he know that he was bringing two
progressive social reformers and a confidant who
would help shape the future of British Columbia.

978-1-55380-107-8 200 pp $21.95

The Invention
of the World
Jack Hodgins
A new edition of the novel that defined British
Columbia — in which a giant bull begets a sky god
who brings an entire Irish village to Canada. 
Magic realism at its most intriguing!

978-1-55380-099-6 356 pp $18.95

Skin Like Mine
Garry Gottfriedson
A Native poet like no other, Gottfriedson reveals what
it feels like to live First Nations within the everyday
world of band politics and a landscape that is rapidly
being degraded and yet still contains the hope of
spiritual transformation. 

978-1-553380-101-6 122 pp $15.95

The Essentials
150 Great B.C. Books

& Authors
Alan Twigg

From Franz Boas to Alice Munro, The
Essentials is an unprecedented panorama
of the most significant authors and
books of British Columbia — from 
1774 onwards. As the fourth and largest
volume of Twigg’s series on the Literary
History of British Columbia, this lively,

well-illustrated non-Oxford guide is the
new bible of who wrote what, and why,
in British Columbia. The Essentials also
presents the over-arching, collective 
story of how modern B.C. society has
evolved, as seen through the prism of its
authors and books. It is guaranteed to be

controversial and will likely remain
in print as an encyclopedic, indexed
reference work for many years to come.

“The Essentials is a must-have for anyone who 
cares about B.C.” — JEAN BARMAN, HISTORIAN

978-1-55380-108-5 320 pp 80 b&w images $24.95

River 
Odyssey

Philip Roy
The third volume in the
Submarine Outlaw series

takes Alfred and his home-
made submarine up the St.
Lawrence River in search of
the father who abandoned
him at birth. An exciting

sequel to Submarine Outlaw
and Journey to Atlantis.

978-1-55380-105-4
180 pp $10.95

Hannah & the
Spindle Whorl

Carol Anne Shaw
When Hannah finds a beautiful
Salish spindle whorl in a cave,
little does she know that she

will soon be back amid its
original owners — with a mystic

raven, a fearsome Sasquatch,
and European settlers who are
about to bring devastation to

the Coast Salish people.

978-1-55380-103-0
244 pp $10.95

Ghost of 
Heroes Past

Charles Reid
When Johnny tries to get out
of attending a Remembrance
Day ceremony, a mysterious
soldier-ghost appears to take

him back to meet real-life
Canadians who were

involved in Canada’s two
world wars and the Russian

Revolution.

978-1-55380-102-3
180 pp $10.95

Survivor’s
Leave

Robert Sutherland
This young adult novel
features two Canadian

sailors whose ship is
torpedoed at sea during
WWII and whose shore

leave takes them to 
a country house where

they uncover a
dangerous Nazi plot.

978-1-55380-097-2
176 pp $10.95

Follow the
Elephant

Beryl Young
In this young adult

novel, a boy accompanies
his grandmother to

India and establishes a
mysterious relationship
with the elephant god,
Ganesh, which teaches
him how to cope with

his father’s recent death.

978-1-55380-098-9
248 pp $10.95

Young Adult
Books
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Jeannette Taylor, executive direc-
tor of the Campbell River Art Gallery,
has followed her lively histories of
Campbell River and the Discovery Is-
lands with The Quadra Story (Harbour
$24.95), now available in paperback.
The largest and most populated of the
Discovery Islands, the island is named
for Captain Bodega y Quadra, the
Spanish sea captain who wisely deflected
the so-called Nootka Crisis with Captain
George Vancouver at Yuquot
(Friendly Cove).                         978-155017-495-3

Raised on a Shawnigan Lake horse
ranch, Rene Unischewski is the
real name of a Nanaimo realtor who has
signed a three-book deal with St. Mar-
tin’s Press under the name Chevy
Stevens. Even though her kidnap-
ping thriller Still Missing (HB Fenn
$29.99) was four months before publi-
cation, it was hyped big-time in Quill &
Quire.

Unischewski, age 37, had the smarts
to hire Renni Brown, author of Self-
Editing for Fiction Writers, to help her
finish the manuscript. It also didn’t hurt
to have a New York literary agent, Mel
Berger, at William Morris Agency.

Still Missing is the story of a real es-
tate agent named Annie O’Sullivan, age
32, who is kidnapped for a year by a
psychopath nicknamed The Freak. Told
in flashbacks, Annie recalls her hellish
year in a remote cabin during her visits
with a therapist. The kidnap victim re-
alizes, “I was going to have to help him
rape me.”

Stevens’ New York publisher has re-
portedly printed 150,000 copies. It was
pre-sold in 20 countries, including
Canada. The book has been criticized
by some as verging on torture porn, but
most have enthusiastically endorsed this
grim and unsettling thriller as a page-
turner. The dangers envisioned are not
entirely far-fetched. In 2008, a Re/Max
realtor Lindsay Buziak was mur-
dered in Victoria while showing an
empty house. A Duncan realtor was
raped and slain in 1991.

Unischewski’s pseudonym is a blend
of her father’s nickname and her broth-
er’s first name.

Reviewed in People and O magazines,
Unischewski/Stevens took time for a
book launch on July 10 in Nanaimo, as
shown above.                       978-0-312-59567-8

Peter Vassilopoulos’ Cruising to
Desolation Sound (Pacific Marine Pub-
lishing $49.95) covers the Sunshine
Coast, the Discovery Islands and Deso-
lation Sound. The 304-page guide takes
the reader from Howe Sound and Van-
couver, along the Sunshine Coast and
into Desolation Sound. Along the way,
it covers popular attractions such as Prin-
cess Louisa Inlet and Pender Harbour.
It continues through the Discovery Is-
lands to Campbell River with colour il-
lustrations of fabulous waterways, inlets
and scenic coastal vistas. Hundreds of
aerial and ambient photographs and nu-
merous diagrams assist mariners in
choosing the best routes, anchorages and
places to moor.                          978-0-919317-45-1

The SFU Writers
Studio has be-
come a fertile
training ground
for both writers
and editors with
the ongoing pres-
ence of Betsy
War land .
She offers her

insights into the nuances of writing be-
yond sentence construction and
words—the touchy-feely aspects of ma-
terials, environment, etc.—in
Breathing the Page: Reading the
Act of Writing (Cormorant
$20). It’s not just about text;
it’s also about textures.
                      978-1-897151-78-5

Jack Whyte has moved along from
sellng more than a million copies of his
King Arthur novels and tales of the
Knights Templar to another humungous
undertaking. Whyte’s new trilogy about

his homeland
will recall the
Scottish Wars of
Independance in
the 14th century.
The first volume
is The Forest
Laird: William
Wallace (Penguin
$36).  978-0670068463

From an early age, Sandra Yuen
MacKay has coped with an abnormal-
ity of the brain now called schizoaffective
disorder. Hoping to inspire and inform
families and the general public with her
story, Sandra Yuen MacKay describes her
battle with paranoia, hallucinations, and
delusions in My Schizophrenic Life:
The Road to Recovery From Mental Ill-
ness (Bridgeross $19.95).    978-0-9810037-9-5

In The Zero-Mile Diet (Harbour
$32.95), Carolyn Herriot

shares practical wisdom and
recipes from her 30 years

of organic-seed garden-
ing in a month-by-
month guide that
showcases edible
landscaping.

     978-1-55017-481-6

First came jazz singer Diana Krall�now Nanaimo has produced literary
sensation Chevy Stevens, pen name for former realtor Rene Unischewski.

is for Taylor

Jack Whyte

is for Unischewski

is for Vassilopoulos

is for Warland

is for Ex-Excalibur

is for Yuen

is for Zero-Mile

Sandra Yuen MacKay:
�My life is schizophrenic
because I have
schizophrenia. It will
always be there.�

Betsy Warland
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C A L L  F O R  S U B M I S S I O N S

27th annual APRIL 2011

Visit www.bcbookprizes.ca for submission info. Deadline is December 1, 2010.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE RECIPIENTS OF THE 26TH ANNUAL BC BOOK PRIZES:

CHRISTIE HARRIS ILLUSTRATED 
CHILDREN’S LITERATURE PRIZE

Frieda Wishinsky  
and Dean Griffiths
Maggie Can’t Wait

(Fitzhenry & Whiteside)

SHEILA A. EGOFF  
CHILDREN’S LITERATURE PRIZE

Carrie Mac
The Gryphon Project

(Penguin Group Canada)

HUBERT EVANS  
NON-FICTION PRIZE

Lorna Crozier
Small Beneath the Sky:  

A Prairie Memoir
(Greystone Books)

ETHEL WILSON 
FICTION PRIZE

Cathleen With
Having Faith in the  
Polar Girls’ Prison
(Penguin Group Canada)

BILL DUTHIE  
BOOKSELLERS’ CHOICE AWARD 

Brian Brett and Greystone Books
Trauma Farm:  

A Rebel History of Rural Life

DOROTHY LIVESAY  
POETRY PRIZE

Fred Wah
is a door
(Talonbooks)

RODERICK HAIG-BROWN  
REGIONAL PRIZE

Andrew Scott
Encyclopedia of Raincoast Place Names:  

A Complete Reference to Coastal British Columbia
(Harbour Publishing)

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR’S 
AWARD FOR  

LITERARY EXCELLENCE

STAN PERSKY
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AngelAngelSCHWEITZER�S

people

As a medical student in Oslo, Louise
Jilek-Aall was deeply impressed when the
African missionary delivered his Nobel
Peace Prize speech on November 4,
1954, at Oslo University. (Schweitzer
had been awarded the Nobel Prize in
1952 but his duties in Africa prevented
him from appearing at the award cer-
emony.)

Seven years later she arrived unan-
nounced at Schweitzer’s jungle
hospital in Lambaréné, Ga-
bon.

“And what do you
want to learn from me?”
he asked.

She nervously
blurted out, “I want to
learn to extract teeth.”

Schweitzer’s work as
a physician in Africa,
from 1912 to 1965, has
inspired Louise Jilek-Aall
ever since. Today she keeps
a grass mat tapestry hanging
over her kitchen table that was
given to her as a parting gift by
Schweitzer, also a scientist/philosopher
and music scholar. His famous clinic was
the subject of her second book, Work-
ing with Dr. Schweitzer: Sharing his Rev-
erence for Life (1990).

“In my work as a psychiatrist,” she
writes, “I am keenly interested in peo-
ple who are role models and who serve

continued on page 14

Our cover story on David
Suzuki presents the ideas of a

great role model and elder.
As a companion piece, BCBW
introduces the equally inspiring

but lesser-known
Dr. Louise Jilek-Aall.�Ed.

The trio of Jane Goodall,
Dian Fossey and Biruté

Galdikas are often described as
Leakey�s Angels because all
three women have pursued
groundbreaking studies of pri-
mates after meeting archaeolo-
gist Louis Leakey. Louise
Jilek-Aall of Tsawwassen is Albert
Schweitzer�s Angel.

Albert Schweitzer

as ego-ideals, especially for the young;
but only a very few appear to be worth-
while models.”

Before meeting Schweitzer,
Louise Aall worked as a bush doc-
tor in Tanganyika/Tanzania and

received the Henri Dunant Medal from
the Red Cross for distinguished service
with U.N. forces during the Congo civil
war in 1960.

Newly revised and updated, Jilek-
Aall’s first book Call Mama Doctor
(WestPro $24.95) is a superb collection
of remarkable stories recalling her expe-

riences in Tanganyika/Tanzania. The sto-
ries are both harrowing and touching—
because she continuously took risks
beyond the confines of an established
clinic.

In Tanganyika, Jilek-Aall discovered
outcasts in the Mahenge Mountains who
suffered from a severe form of epilepsy,

prompting her to create the Mahenge
Epilepsy Clinic to treat patients and edu-
cate families about epilepsy and its mod-
ern treatment. Epilepsy sufferers in
Mahenge are no longer stigmatized or
forced to live as outcasts.

As well as having a medical degree in
tropical medicine, Dr. Louise Jilek-Aall
speaks Norwegian, English, German,
French, Spanish, Swedish, Danish and
Suahili.

She and her husband Dr.
Wolfgang G. Jilek  are trans-cul-
tural psychiatrists and anthropologists
who have been members of the UBC
Faculty of Medicine since 1975.

The Jilek-Aall family has continu-
ously supported the Mahenge Clinic
and initiated research into epilepsy with
teams of specialists from Canada, Aus-
tria, Germany and Tanzania. They have
scientifically confirmed the existence of
a unique form of epilepsy (“head nod-
ding syndrome”), first described by Dr.
Aall in the 1960s.

She now works to confirm its likely
source is a parasite found in many tropi-
cal regions (Filaria-worm Onchocerca vol-
vulus).

✍
Jilek-Aall’s fascinating stories arise

from the intersection of trans-cultural
psychiatry, bush doctoring, folk medi-
cine and ground-breaking scientific re-
search.

Although Call Mama Doctor and
Working with Dr. Schweitzer were also
published in China, Japan and Hungary,
Jilek-Aall’s books are almost unknown
in North America.

In a nutshell, her first book
was produced in order to shed
light on the inspirational peo-
ple of Tanganyika/Tanzania,
her second book sheds light
on an inspirational character.

The revised version of Call
Mama Doctor has been
repackaged by a neophyte

publishing service in Aldergrove.
Jilek-Aall has yet to write about her

service with the U.N. and International
Red Cross during the Congo civil war—
and she has yet to write an extensive ac-
count of her main accomplishment: the
Mahenge Clinic.

If the story of Dr. Jilek-Aall
was ever made into a movie, it
could begin when she returned
to Europe from Africa deter-
mined to help solve the epilepsy
problem in Mahenge. But
where to start?

“Epilepsy falls between the
specialties of neurology and
psychiatry,” she writes. “It is a

Since
the 1960s,

Louise Jilek-Aall
has maintained

her epilepsy
clinic in Africa.
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stepchild of medicine and therefore in-
stitutions for epileptics usually suffer
from a lack of funds.”

After she found work as a resident
psychiatrist at the Zurich University
Clinic, her lone supporter was professor
Manfred Bleuler, chief of psychia-
try at the university clinic. He arranged
for Jilek-Aall to present a briefing on her
epilepsy treatment project to the man
in charge of mental health initiatives at
the World Health Organization’s head-
quarters in Geneva.

The elderly man greeted Jilek-Aall
from behind his dark glasses. He chal-
lenged her credibility from the outset.
He wanted to know if she was a special-
ist in neurology. She stammered, and
desperately tried to convince him to give
her even a small amount of funding.

“Well then, young lady,” he inter-
rupted, and his voice sounded annoyed,
“neither Professor Bleuler’s recommen-
dations nor your beautiful eyes will help
you in this matter. Since there appears
to be some virtue in your proposals, I
suggest you come back to us when you
are a specialist and you have made a
name for yourself.”

Initially crushed, she regained her
self-confidence. “I am going to build the
treatment centre for kifafa even if I do
not get any help from WHO!” she de-
cided.

Bleuler arranged for her to work at
the Swiss Institute for Epileptics in Zu-
rich. “Whenever my clinic in Tanzania

ran out of funds,” she says, “I sent part
of my salary to the nurse.” Bleuler also
contacted pharmaceutical companies to
have them donate medications and
funds for Mahenge.

Then Bleuler raised another hurdle
for her to consider. Louise Aall was an
attractive, vibrant young woman. Did
she ever wish to marry? Raise a family?
He cautioned her that devoting her life
to Africa might require the sacrificing
of her personal life. Clearly she was at a
crossroads.

In Zurich, Jilek-Aall was contacted
by a professor of pharmacology for
whom she had brought some medicinal
herbs from Africa. It turned out that
bark she had received from a medicine
man at Mahenge had anti-epileptic
properties, as proven in a Swiss labora-
tory. A decoction of the bark had been
administered to test rats and had indeed
reduced the induced convulsions.

If Jilek-Aall would accept funding
from the pharmaceutical laboratories,
would she be willing and able to return
to Mahenge in order to procure one
thousands pounds of this bark for con-
clusive analysis?

“I was speechless,” she writes. “It was
as if suddenly all the patients in Africa
came alive inside my head, rushing for-
ward, laughing, crying, calling and de-
manding. To my surprise, my first feeling
was apprehension rather than joy. Go-
ing to Africa right now? It would not be
adventure any more—I knew that life
too well. It was easy to dream about Af-

continued from page 13
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rica in my comfortable apartment in
Zurich—but to face all those problems
again? What about my training which
would have to be interrupted, and my
well-paying job? I dropped my head in
shame.”

Perplexed about what to do with her
life, Jilek-Aall was invited by an Austrian
colleague at the clinic to accompany him
for an afternoon drive. They had never
met outside the hospital. He wanted to
take some photographs of the lake. She
agreed, but with little enthusiasm. As
they drove along the lake, she was
absentminded, barely able to follow the
conversation.

He set up his tripod. There was a
marvellous view of an old castle. An
amorous young couple was sitting on a
bench. The Austrian proceeded to in-
trude upon their intimacy. The young
man looked up with a frown and said
something in Italian. Jilek-Aall’s Austrian
colleague responded with a joke in Ital-
ian. There was laughter. All was well. The
couple said they did not mind being
photographed with the castle in the
background. The picturesque castle
glowing in the setting sun was mirrored
in the calm waters.

“And as I stood at the railing,” Jilek-
Aall recalls, “smiling to myself, a new
awareness came over me. Never had the
colours of the sky appeared so warm, the
songs of the birds sounded so gay and
the sight of gold-rimmed clouds filled
me with such content. In my heart I rec-
ognized that it all happened because I
was not alone.”

On the drive back, she began to tell
her colleague about Africa, about
Mahenge. Louise Aall agreed to meet
with the pharmaceutical representative
to discuss the logistics of the proposal.
Just as she was preparing to attend this
meeting, her photographer colleague
caught up with her. He asked if it would
be of any help if he came along to Af-
rica? “I have some experience in neurol-
ogy and psychiatry,” he said.

Louise Aall looked at this man with
blank astonishment. It took her a moment
to rearrange her thoughts. “Slowly a feel-
ing of great relief spread through me,”
she recalls. “I would not have to go back
to Africa alone.” She realized she wanted
to go to Africa with this man—and she
still didn’t even know his first name.

✍
In 1963, Wolfgang Jilek—her Aus-

trian colleague with the camera—and
Louise Jilek-Aall came to Canada to at-

tend McGill University to specialize in
“trans-cultural” psychiatry. They mostly
wanted to expand their horizons as doc-
tors but the Canadian consulate advised
them to arrive as immigrants.

Driving across Canada for a holiday,
the couple was taken aback by the beauty
of British Columbia. They discovered
they could get positions at UBC, but
only if they agreed to first work in an
area that lacked psychiatrists. So they
worked and thrived in the Fraser Valley,
based in Chilliwack, from 1966 onward.

Relocation brought them into con-
tact with members of different ethnic
groups—specifically the Mennonites,
Dutch Reformed Church members,
Doukhobors and First Nations. As trans-
cultural specialists, they were able to
publish papers germane to their field of
expertise.

Increasingly the couple provided psy-
chiatric consultation to indigenous
populations in the Fraser Valley and on
the Pacific Northwest coast. Friendly visi-
tors to their home have included the
French anthropologist Claude Lévi-
Strauss, Chief Jimmy Sewid of
Alert Bay, Haida artist Bill Reid,
Seshaht artist George Clutesi and
the UBC anthropologist Wilson
Duff.

They both received masters degrees
in anthropology from UBC. In 1970,
Wolfgang Jilek founded the Canadian
Psychiatric Association’s Section on Na-
tive Peoples’ Mental Health. His books
include Salish Indian Mental Health and
Culture Change: Psychohygienic and
Therapeutic Aspects of the Guardian
Spirit Ceremonial (1974) and a bestseller
called Indian Healing: Shamanic Cer-
emonialism in the Pacific Northwest To-
day (1982).

Call Mama Doctor: 978-0-9784049-2-5
www.westpropublishing.com

The Mahenge Clinic
Still vibrant at age eighty, Louise
Jilek-Aall is now prepared to turn
over management of the Mahenge
Clinic to a younger generation. The
rudimentary clinic has treated more
than one thousand epilepsy patients
and provided social support to their
families, mostly from the Wapogoro
tribe. To learn more, or to provide sup-
port, visit www.MahengeEpilepsy.com
or see the entry for Louise Jilek-Aall
at www.abcbookworld.com. Her new
book Call Mama Doctor: Notes from
Africa is from Aldergrove West Pro
Publishing.
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�Mama Mganga was the name I became known by in Tanganyika. As a matter
of fact, I never heard my personal name for years.� � Dr. Louise Jilek-Aall
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New books from UBC Press

Available from fine bookstores near you, or order online @ www.ubcpress.ca 

Urbanizing Frontiers
Indigenous Peoples and Settlers in 19th-Century 
Pacific Rim Cities

Penelope Edmonds

An innovative study 

that reconceptualizes 

the frontier as urban 

space by comparing 

the lives of Indigenous 

peoples and settlers in 

two colonial cities.

July 2010 
978-0-7748-1622-9  
PB $35.95
328 pages

Writing British Columbia History,  

1784-1958

Chad Reimer

This sweeping 

exploration of history 

writing in British 

Columbia shows how 

historians helped to 

construct Canada’s 

settler society.

July 2010 
978-0-7748-1645-8   
PB $29.95
206 pages

The Politics of  Procurement
Military Acquisition in Canada and the Sea King 
Helicopter

Aaron Plamondon

A fascinating saga 

of how politics plays 

havoc with military 

defence procurement in 

Canada.

July 2010 
978-0-7748-1715-8   
PB $32.95
288 pages

Justice Bertha Wilson
One Woman’s Difference

Edited by Kim Brooks

A timely, evocative 

exploration of Bertha 

Wilson’s life and 

contributions to 

the Canadian legal 

landscape.

July 2010 
978-0-7748-1733-2   
PB $32.95
344 pages

Deliberative Democracy in Practice
Edited by David Kahane, Daniel Weinstock, 

Dominique Leydet, and Melissa Williams

A dynamic exploration 

of how deliberative 

democracy can be 

implemented in 

complex and unjust 

societies.

July 2010 
978-0-7748-1678-6   
PB $32.95
264 pages

At Home and Abroad
The Canada-US Relationship and Canada’s  
Place in the World

Patrick Lennox

Countless books have 

explored Canada’s 

foreign policy or its 

relationship with the 

United States – At 

Home and Abroad is the 

first to link them to 

explain Canada’s place 

in the world.

July 2010 
978-0-7748-1706-6   

                                              PB $32.95
                                              192 pages

A Perilous Imbalance
The Globalization of  Canadian Law  
and Governance

Stephen Clarkson and Stepan Wood

This exploration of 

Canada’s engagement 

with globalization 

as a middle power 

offers a practical yet 

often radical analysis 

that sets it apart 

as a challenging 

contribution to a 

pressing subject.

July 2010 
                                              978-0-7748-1489-8  
                                              PB $32.95
                                              360 pages

Unions, Equity,  

and the Path to Renewal
Edited by Janice R. Foley and Patricia L. Baker

A provocative analysis 

of union renewal 

strategies that 

champions equity as 

the way to reposition 

organized labour as a 

central institution in 

workers’ lives.

July 2010 
978-0-7748-1681-6   
PB $32.95
264 pages

What Is Water?

The History of  a Modern Abstraction

Jamie Linton

A history of the 

modern idea of water 

that traces how a 

scientific abstraction 

has helped produce a 

global crisis.

July 2010 
978-0-7748-1702-8   
PB $34.95
334 pages

Sensing Changes
Technologies, Environments, and the Everyday, 
1953-2003

Joy Parr

A social and sensory 

history of life with 

megaprojects that 

reveals how humans 

make sense of their 

world when they no 

longer recognize the 

environment around 

them.

July 2010 
978-0-7748-1724-0   
PB $32.95

                                              304 pages

Nuclear Waste Management in Canada
Critical Issues, Critical Perspectives

Edited by Darrin Durant  

and Genevieve Fuji Johnson

This book encourages 

critical thought and 

discussion about 

energy generation and 

waste management by 

exploring the technical, 

social, and ethical 

aspects of the problem.

July 2010 
978-0-7748-1709-7   
PB $32.95
208 pages

One of  the Family
Metis Culture in Nineteenth-Century 
Northwestern Saskatchewan

Brenda Macdougall

An innovative 

exploration of the birth 

of Metis identity in 

northern Saskatchewan 

that provides a model 

for future research and 

discussion.

July 2010 
978-0-7748-1730-1   
PB $34.95
360 pages
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MARK FORSYTHE

BC BookWorld: You started work-
ing as a young man on a wooden seiner.
You say it taught you lessons you’ve fol-
lowed all your life. What lessons?
Alan Haig-Brown: (laughs) Taught
me to get up in the morning! It also gave
me pride, and it did turn me into a man.
I was tested in a lot of ways. I fished win-
ter herring in Hecate Strait in February,
and eventually went back to school, and
every time I had a hard time studying I
thought, “Do you really want to be out
there on Hecate Strait?”

But, at the same time, I was recently
on a small wooden fishing boat in the
Gulf of Thailand. We set the nets and at
sunset we dropped the anchor and
waited for the nets to fish a bit. There
were two men in their 30s, and one
boy about fifteen, and even though I
wasn’t understanding the language, I
watched those two teachers teach one
student. You can’t replicate that student/
teacher ratio in a government school. It
was beautiful, and the look on that boy’s
face. It took me back.
BCBW: What are the most significant
changes you’ve seen since you were a
young deck-hand?
AHB: Well, the license for that boat I
first fished on no longer exists. I was fish-
ing out of Cape Mudge, and if you go
to a coastal community—Alert Bay, Bella

Bella—you will not see small boats there
with local owners, and captains who will
take their poor son-in-law out and help
him grow up as I did.
BCBW: What’s happened to those li-
censes and those boats?
AHB: Two things. Throughout a
number of countries in the world—Ice-
land, New Zealand, Canada —they
went under economists’ advice to licens-
ing of vessels, and transferable licenses.
If you could transfer a license from one
vessel to another, you could build big-

ger and better boats. They also had a gov-
ernment buy-back of some of the li-
censes, and once the government’s in the
market, the price goes through the roof.
Salmon licenses reached $600,000,
which couldn’t be supported by a fish-
ery.

The licenses that they bought back
were the least productive, in an econo-
mist’s word, of return on capital invest-
ment. Then you got this term that was
very popular in the press, it was called,
“Too many boats chasing too few fish.”

interview

HAIG-BROWN

ON FISHIN’

continued on page 23

It was fishing that paid Alan Haig-Brown�s way through school, and
later he edited the trade magazine Westcoast Fisherman. Over the
years he has watched fish stocks decline and corporate consolida-
tion increase.  But, as Supreme Court Justice Bruce Cohen con-

ducts a federal inquiry into why we�re missing millions of Fraser River
sockeye, Alan Haig-Brown remains optimistic about
the future of the commercial fishery in Still Fishin�: The
BC Fishing Industry Revisited (Harbour $26.95), a fol-
low-up to his Fishing for a Living (1993) and The Fraser
River (1996).

 The son of conservationist Roderick Haig-
Brown, Alan Haig-Brown swam the Campbell River
as a child and in his teens he worked as a deck-hand
on a commercial fishing boat, and was taught to seine fish by his father-in-
law Herb Assu of Quadra Island. At 68, Alan Haig-Brown still speaks with
passion about the fishing life and profiles a wide range of people �still fishin�
in his new book. Almost fifty years after he first worked as a deck-hand,
Haig-Brown was interviewed by Mark Forsythe of CBC�s BC Almanac.

What that meant was, we took out the
boats, like the one I fished on.
BCBW: ...a small wooden seiner?
AHB: That’s right. A small wooden
seiner with a captain who, if the fishing
was OK, we went fishing, if it wasn’t, we
went and caught crab and had a crab
bake. His whole thing was to employ
family. And to maintain, in his case, a
centuries old tradition.

So as those values decline through the
buy-back and the transferability, allow-
ing for corporate ownership, you have a
concentration of licenses in vertically
integrated companies that can afford to
pay these prices because they handle that
fish several times and make money on it
in several different places.

So the result has been, if I was an 18-
year-old kid on the beach today, need-
ing an opportunity to grow up, the boat
would not be there.
BCBW: Your title is Still Fishin’. So
who’s figured out a way to make a go of
it?
AHB:  Russ Sanderson, who advertised
when he was twenty years old for a troller
lease to go fishing the west coast of Haida
Gwaii. He’s grown up in this environ-
ment of leasing. He worked out a way,
and doesn’t expect to buy a boat. He’s
doing well with it. It’s a long row that

�Having a lot of fishermen
up and down this coast in
all the nooks and crannies
that the cruise ships don�t
go to is the best protection
we can have for the coast.�
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2000 Days in China
BY JOHN HEMMINGSEN

John Hemmingsen
chronicles his adventures in
China as a a metallurgical
engineer, adapting to new
customs and helping to
establish a business in
Taiyuan, Shanxi Province,
from 1998 to 2009.
While deeply appreciative
of Chinese history,
Hemmingsen frankly
describes “the massive
problems that continue to
plague China in that
country's incredible race to
a permanent status as a
dominant industrial power.”

For more information, visit
www.2000daysinchina.com
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Visit http://event.douglas.bc.ca for more information

Annual Non-Fiction Contest*
Three winners will receive $500 each plus publication!
$29.95 entry fee includes 1 year of EVENT
5,000 word limit
Deadline April 15

photo by Mark Mushet
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Manolis Aligizakis of White Rock hopes to
change that.

From among Ritsos’ 46 volumes of poetry, Cre-
tan-born Manolis (his pen name excludes the surname
Aligizakis) has translated fifteen of the poet’s books
for an unusually hefty volume, Yannis Ritsos—Po-
ems (Libros $34), presenting a panorama of Ritsos’
work from the mid 1930s to the 1980s.

Manolis first encountered Ritsos’ inspiring words
as a young man in Greece, in 1958, when composer
Mikis Theodorakis—of Zorba the Greek
fame—set to music some of Ritsos’ verses from O
Epitaphios—a work that had been burned by
Greece’s right-wing government at the Acropolis in
1936.

“I was moved in an unprecedented way by the
songs,” says Manolis. “They were like a soothing ca-
ress to my young and rebellious soul at a time when
the Cold War was causing deep divisions in Greece
and the recent civil war had seen our country reduced
to ruins.”

✍
Yannis Ritsos was an ardent nationalist who most

notably fought with the Greek resistance during the
Second World War. His 117 books, poetry, novels and
plays, are suffused with communist ideals. When Ritsos
received the Lenin Peace Prize in 1975, he declared,
“this prize is more important for me than the Nobel.”

The early deaths of Ritsos’ mother and his eldest
brother from tuberculosis marked him deeply, as did
his father’s commitment to a mental asylum, which
led to the economic ruin of his once wealthy family.
Ritsos himself was in a sanitorium for tuberculosis from
1927 to 1931.

In 1936, Ritsos’ O Epitaphios was burned at the
foot of the Acropolis in Athens on orders from the
right-wing dictatorship of General Ioannis
Metaxas. O Epitaphios refers to the classic funeral
oration for soldiers killed in war that was an integral
part of the Athenian burial law, and calls for national
unity in a time of crisis.

From 1947 to 1952, Ritsos was jailed for his politi-
cal activities. Under the military junta that ruled Greece
from 1967 to 1974, he was interned on the Greek
islands of Yaros, Leros and Samos before being moved
to Athens and placed under house arrest. Through it

all he kept writing. And writing. It wasn’t
uncommon for Ritsos to write 15 or 20
poems in one sitting.

✍
Manolis says he has tried to remain as close as pos-

sible to the original Greek text, in order to preserve
the linguistic charm of Ritsos’ style. Sentences are re-
structured only when it seemed that the reader would
have difficulty grasping the poet’s true meaning.

“In Greek, the writer has a lot more freedom in
ordering a sentence than one would in English, where
the sequence of words is somewhat more strict.

“The books in the anthology are included whole,
not selected poems from each. We had only a certain
number of his books available and I felt it would be
awkward to separate them satisfactorily.”

Most of the poems in Yannis Ritsos—Poems are ap-
pearing in English translation for the first time in
North America.

YANNIS, WE HARDLY
KNOW YA
In an age devoid of political radicalism in poetry,
a White Rock translator takes a leap of fervour

“In choosing the materials,
I noticed a transformation
from his early days, when he
was just the unknown defender
of a cause, up to the period
during his middle years, when
he finds a variety of admirers
from around the world.”

Ritsos’ later work, according
to Manolis, reveals a mature

poet, more laconic and precise, more careful with his
words.

“Then, near the end of Ritsos’ creative life, the po-
ems reveal his growing cynicism and utter disillusion-
ment with the human condition, after his world had
collapsed around him several times… the human pet-
tiness that drives some human lives shadows him with
a deep disappointment that he appears to take with
him to his grave.”

The majority of lives don’t have happy endings.
Ritsos’ re-publication as a poet in Canadian English
represents a rebirth of sorts.

The tradition of overtly political poetry has seem-
ingly vanished in Canada. If only we cared enough
about poetry in Canada to burn it.            978-1-926763-07-1

�I was
moved in an

unprecedented
way...��MANOLIS
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Yannis Ritsos: wrote 117 books
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�I was
moved in an

unprecedented
way...��MANOLIS

U nsuccessfully nomi-
nated nine times for the
Nobel Prize for Litera-

ture, Greek poet Yannis
Ritsos (1909–1990) is little-
known in North America.
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Willie Pickton was able to pro-

cure most of his victims from

the Downtown Eastside with

relative ease. The neighbourhood is notori-

ous as North America�s most concentrated

area of injection drug use. Its existence be-

lies the boast that Vancouver is one of the

world�s most liveable cities and it renders

obscene the claim that British Columbia is

�the best place on earth.�

But as evidenced by the grim but alluring pho-
tos of Gabor Gasztonyi in A Room in the
City (Anvil $40), the DTES can also be a place
of triumph over despair. Fellini-esque yet oddly
endearing, Gasztonyi’s photos reveal the human
carnival of the emaciated, walking wounded—
down and out but reflexively animated—in the
way that Czech photographer Josef
Koudelka was able to capture the spirit of
Roma (formerly known as gypsies).

We get to know these people; they look us
straight in the eyes.

With its subterranean homesick hues of black
and white, A Room in the City is an even more
disturbing photo collection than Lincoln
Clarkes’ controversial Heroines (Anvil 2002)
which is mainly comprised of portraits of women
in the streets.

Gasztonyi has been able to infiltrate hotels such
as the Cobalt, the Balmoral, the Regent, The Lux
and the Sunrise, where he has gained the trust of
his subjects in the relative safety of their rooms,
and provided interior views of stark intimacy.

“Led by our photographer guide,” writes
Gabor Maté in his foreword, “we enter this
dark realm, like some modern Dante, to learn
about ourselves….

“We can examine compassionately the sources
of our own despair or disdain, our urges to cover
our eyes or to look deeper, of our own identifica-
tion with or rejection of the divine beings whose
ravaged images Gabor Gasztonyi’s unblinking
eyes have sought out for us….

“If we look at Gabor’s pictures with open eyes,
hearts and minds, we will find ourselves. The
Downtown Eastside is us.”                     978-1-897535-28-8

�A man sleeps in a bathtub, but he finds sleep and he finds dreams. A
woman stuffs her small hotel room full of objects that give her a sense
of companionship and wealth of sorts. Someone smokes crack�it
takes her mind off things, gives her temporary relief, makes the world
acceptable and even enjoyable for a few brief moments. Adorned by a
gaudy hat and sun shades a woman shows off her torso�there�s
something about me yet to celebrate, she says. A woman gazes back
at the camera with a jocular expression�you think I�m something to
look at, she asks, you should see yourself! The grizzled man known in
the DTES as Gypsy glares with disdain and rage�you, yes you, he
says. You�re no more an angel than me. Others just pose. They are
models of their own existence, paragons of the sordid, actors of the
absurd, proud or perhaps ashamed or playful or simply indifferent to
the camera.� � Gabor Maté, foreword, A Room in the City

Gabor Gasztonyi’s
photos from the Downtown

Eastside disturbingly
evoke  the aphorism,

“Judge not lest ye be judged.”



Talonbooks
www.talonbooks.com

One only needs a small perch from which to observe history in
the making.

Renowned Charles Olson scholar Ralph Maud celebrates the
centenary of Olson’s birth with the publication of a revised
second edition of Muthologos, the poet’s collected lectures and
interviews. In this new compilation, which includes five new
pieces not part of the 1978 edition, we finally get all of what is
preserved of a life of talk, allowing Muthologos to stand as one
of the “standard texts” of this great poet’s oeuvre.

Imperial Canada Inc., a collaboration led by Alain Deneault,
examines how Canada’s legal and political environment has
attracted more than 70% of the world’s mining companies.

Drew Hayden Taylor has a wide following both nationally
and internationally. Talon introduces readers to a new aspect of
Taylor’s work with the release of NEWS: Postcards from the
Four Directions. Structured around the four cardinal directions
of the Ojibwa peoples, this collection of short, humorous essays
offers readers unexpected insights into the intense and often
hilarious complexities of our new multicultural reality.

Renee Rodin garnered accolades when Talon published her
book of poems Bread and Salt in 1996. This fall she gives us her
thoughtful autobiography, Subject to Change, as a collection of
short stories. These finely wrought pieces show the reader that
the things we usually think of as too ordinary to talk about or
too extraordinary to communicate to others are often the most
formative elements of our social lives.

Larry Tremblay is one of Canada’s most accomplished play-
wrights and authors. Piercing, a collection of short stories
translated from the French, shines a pitiless light on modern
alienation in Montreal, showing urban dwellers who have
become so desensitized they can interact only through violence.
We are also reissuing Karen Tulchinsky’s prize-winning The
Five Books of Moses Lapinsky, a multilayered novel that follows
the history of a Jewish immigrant family in Toronto around the
time of the notorious race riots at Christie Pits Field.

Excitement is building in poetic circles around The Collected
Books of Artie Gold, coming this September. Artie Gold
appeared like a supernova within the constellation of Montreal
Anglophone poets in the late 1960s. His eight published books
of poetry collected here shine like a beacon of Northern Lights
across the literary landscape of the late twentieth century. We are
also pleased to announce the latest book of visual and sound
poems from “one-man-civilization” bill bissett, time.

Sometimes the publishing process astonishes. We attended
the premiere of Marie Clements’s magnificent new play, The
Edward Curtis Project: A Modern Picture Story and were
dazzled by the accompanying exhibition by Rita Leistner, who
Clements commissioned to create a parallel photographic
investigation of Curtis’s work. The photographic component to
The Edward Curtis Project questioned the practice of documen-
tary photography with the very medium under scrutiny. We met
Leistner for the first time at the premiere, and proposed right
then to publish her astonishing photographs alongside the play
this fall. We are honoured to release this groundbreaking book
this October.

Michel Marc Bouchard’s new play, The Madonna Painter,
received a glowing review from the Globe & Mail when it ran in
Toronto (“Unforgettable”). You can read the play, just released
by Talonbooks, before attending the UBC production (opens
November 11). Other plays being published this fall are Larry
Tremblay’s complex mystery Abraham Lincoln Goes to the
Theatre, which examines the assassination of Abraham Lincoln,
and proclaims John Wilkes Booth as the first American
celebrity—the actor who kidnapped reality and transformed it
into theatre. Continuing with the presidential theme, in an
“installation of self” in a world gone mad, Steven Bush explores
his own alleged family ties to the White House Bushes in a one-
man tour de force that is political protest, white-hot rant, and a
powerful bray in the dark for justice. On an even darker note,
Bryden MacDonald gives us a powerful play about loss,
memory, sexuality, and identity, The Satchmo’ Suite examines
racial tension in the worlds of jazz and classical music, and
Carmen Aguirre explores political oppression and persecution—
and the guilt of those who survive—in The Refugee Hotel.

Muthologos, Charles Olson (Ralph Maud, ed.)
(Lectures & Interviews) 496pp; 978-0-88922-639-5; $39.95

Imperial Canada Inc., Alain Deneault et al.
(Non-fiction) 320pp; 978-0-88922-635-7; $29.95

NEWS, Drew Hayden Taylor
(Essays) 144pp; 978-0-88922-643-2; $18.95

Subject to Change, Renee Rodin
(Short Stories) 160pp; 978-0-88922-644-9; $18.95

Piercing, Larry Tremblay
(Short Stories) 144pp; 978-0-88922-645-6; $18.95

The Five Books of Moses Lapinsky, Karen X. Tulchinsky
(Novel) 496pp; 978-0-88922-646-3; $29.95

The Collected Books of Artie Gold, Artie Gold (Ken Norris & Endre Farkas, eds.)
(Poetry) 304pp; 978-0-88922-652-4; $29.95

time, bill bissett
(Poetry) 160pp; 978-0-88922-653-1; $18.95

The Edward Curtis Project, Marie Clements & Rita Leistner
(Drama/Photography) 160pp; 978-0-88922-642-5; $24.95

The Madonna Painter, Michel Marc Bouchard
(Drama) 96pp; 978-0-88922-641-8; $16.95

Abraham Lincoln Goes to the Theatre, Larry Tremblay
(Drama) 96pp; 978-0-88922-649-4; $16.95

Beating the Bushes, Steven Bush
(Drama) 160pp; 978-0-88922-647-0; $18.95

With Bated Breath, Bryden MacDonald
(Drama) 128pp; 978-0-88922-651-7; $17.95

The Satchmo’ Suite, Hans Böggild & Doug Innis
(Drama) 80pp; 978-0-88922-648-7; $16.95

The Refugee Hotel, Carmen Aguirre
(Drama) 128pp; 978-0-88922-650-0; $17.95

NEW THIS
FALL AT
TALONBOOKS
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he’ll have to hoe. He’ll have to pay a lot
of dues, first of all to what we call “arm-
chair fisherman” or a “slipper skipper”…
sitting at home collecting the money. Or
even to a corporation that’s bought that
right.

Then, when he eventually buys quota
for a couple of hundred thousand dol-
lars, he’ll have to go to the bank. So a lot
of the fish will be killed to pay the bank,
not the fisherman.

Having said that, fishing on the B.C.
coast is such an amazingly independent,
powerful life and experience that peo-
ple will continue to do it.
BCBW: What about the sockeye on the
Fraser? Three years in a row, commercial
fishermen have not been able to go out
and get them. Department of Fisheries

(DFO) predicts ten million,
one million come back. How
can you be optimistic about
that?
AHB: I’m not optimistic
about the Fraser River. Taseko
mines has recently applied for
and received permission from
the provincial government to
put run-off from their tailings
at Gibraltar Mine straight
into the Fraser. I’m not saying
that is killing the sockeye, but
if you take things like licenses
to pollute—Vancouver’s sewer treat-
ment is minimal—and look at the cu-
mulative effect of real estate
development, pulp mills, run of river hy-
dro, there’s so much. But, it’s very hard
for the public to finger any one of those.

The commercial fisherman is out there
with his walls of death, catching all the
sockeye... well… there used to be a very
big spring salmon fishery in March on
the Fraser. There has not been one for
30 or 40 years.

BCBW: And yet you write a book
called Still Fishin’.
AHB: I remember once going fly fish-
ing with my father. We went to a favour-
ite spot. We parked the car and there
was another car there and he said,
“Aw, someone’s in the Islands Pool.” But
then he said, “I shouldn’t say that, it’s so
important to have people on the rivers,
in the pools because that’s what will pro-
tect them—the public knowledge of the
rivers.”

Having a lot of fishermen up and
down this coast in all the nooks and
crannies that the cruise ships don’t go to
is the best protection we can have for
the coast.                                       978-1-55017-467-0

Mark Forsythe is the host of CBC radio’s
BC Almanac.

continued from page 17

HAIG-BROWN interview

Descended from Scottish and
Tlingit great-grandparents,
Gord Hill is a member of

the Kwakwaka’wakw nation whose terri-
tory is located on northern Vancouver
Island and adjacent mainland in the
province of “British Columbia.”

Hill has connected the historical dots
for a comic book overview of indigenous
people fighting against genocide and ex-
ploitation for The 500 Years of Resist-
ance Comic Book (Arsenal Pulp
$12.95).

From Columbus to the Zapatistas,
Hill depicts events such as:

-- the 1680 Pueblo Revolt in New
Mexico; the Inca insurgency in Peru
from the 1500s to the 1780s;

� Pontiac and the 1763 Rebel-
lion and Royal Proclamation;

�  Geronimo  and the 1860s
Seminole Wars; Crazy Horse and the
1877 War on the Plains;

� the rise of the American Indian
Movement in the 1960s;

� 1973’s Wounded Knee;
� the Mohawk Oka Crisis in Que-

bec in 1990;
� the 1995 Aazhoodena/Stoney

Point resistance.
The plain language and b&w comic

illustrations are introduced by Ward
Churchill, co-director of the Ameri-
can Indian Movement [AIM] in Colo-
rado.

Hill lives in Vancouver’s Downtown
Eastside where he considers himself to
be, first and foremost, a warrior. He has
supported the 1995 Gustafsen Lake and
Ipperwash standoffs, the Native Youth
Movement (including the 1997-98 oc-
cupations of the BC Treaty Commis-
sion’s offices), the 1999 anti-WTO
protests, the Cheam fisheries dispute
(1999), the 2001 Summit of the Ameri-
cas riots, the Skwelkwek’welt campaign
(Sun Peaks, 2003-06) and protests
against the 2010 Olympics.978-1-55152-360-6

history

A page from Gord Hill�s The 500 Years of Resistance Comic Book (Arsenal Pulp Press $12.95)

GENOCIDAL
COMICS

From Columbus to
the Zapatistas

Alan Haig-Brown (far right) with his father & sisters
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Working with Wool
A Coast Salish Legacy & the Cowichan Sweater
Sylvia Olsen 

Cowichan sweaters are a lot like the Coast Salish 
women who knit them: hardy, practical, and 
enduringly beautiful. An artistic fusion of indigenous 
and European handwork, the Cowichan sweater 
became a Canadian icon. Award winning author, 
knitter, and Cowichan sweater expert Sylvia Olsen 
recounts one of Vancouver Island’s most compelling 
stories in this stunning and fully illustrated account 
of innovation, hard work and cultural strength.
1-55039-177-1  •  8.5 x 9.25  •  320 pages
100+ photos  •  cloth  •  $38.95

  
Sarah E. Turner

1-55039-174-7  •  9” x 7.5”    
32 pages  •  paper  •  $9.95

  
Sylvia Olsen

ISBN 1-55039-173-9  •  6 x 9  

304 pages  •  paper  •  $14.95

  
Robert D. Turner

ISBN 1-55039-181-x  •   8.5” x 11”
348 pages  •  paper  •  $39.95

 
Richard Somerset MacKie

ISBN 1-55039-171-2  •  8.5 x 11
320 pages  •  paper  •  $42.95 

  ’ 
Jack Schofield

ISBN 1-55039-169-0  •  8.25 x 8.25
144 pages  •  hardcover  •  $29.95 

An Auto-Erotic History of Swings
Patricia Young 

Patricia Young’s latest book of poems dances, cavorts and sings 
through the prehistory of our species. Epic in scope, An Auto-
Erotic History of Swings is about sex and God and sublime 
imagination.

This is a dervish of a book whose images in quantity and 
variety rival those adorning Indian temples that deify and 
celebrate physical human love.
1-55039-178-x  •  6 x 9  •  112 pages    
paper  •  $14.95

Nobody Move
Susan Stenson

A celebration of life and its eccentricities, Nobody Move covers 
a great swath of territory, each page another electric surprise. 
“Birthed in the feast of the body,” Stenson’s poems fuse 
emotion and language in ways that often defy examination and 
transcend logic, and sometimes break your heart.
1-55039-178-x  •  6 x 8.25  •  96 pages    
paper  •  $14.95

The Blackbird Must Be
Dorothy Field

In the first half of The Blackbird Must Be, Dorothy Field recalls 
the ancient story of Genesis. Although not explicitly Biblical, 
Field’s retelling of the story is hauntingly familiar—it begins 
with love, hope and trust on a small Edenic farm on Vancouver 
Island and ends in betrayal, regret and sorrow.

The second half leaps into the marvellous and surreal world 
of the Garry oak tree in Field’s backyard. The Blackbird Must 
Be is a beautiful and moving collection that reminds us that 
there is power in vulnerability and strength in forgiveness.
1-55039-179-8  •  6 x 9  •  96 pages    
paper  •  $14.95

UPDATED  EDITION

Celebrating 42 Years of Publishing in Canada

BC Bestseller

BC Bestseller
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photography

Photographer Rita Leistner and
Métis/Dene playwright Marie
Clements ’ The Edward Curtis
Project: A Modern Picture Story
(Talonbooks $24.95) also portrays Curtis
sympathetically but they contend Curtis
should be held accountable for
opportunistically describing First Na-
tions people at the outset of the twenti-
eth century as a vanishing race.

“The irony of Curtis’ work is that he,
his patrons and those Americans and
Europeans who bought his photographs
were demonstrating a longing for some-
thing they themselves had destroyed,”
writes Leistner, a non-aboriginal photog-
rapher.

Staged at Presentation House in
North Vancouver for the 2010 Cultural
Olympiad, Marie Clements’ play, The
Edward Curtis Project: A Modern Picture
Story, examines the hubris of Curtis, aug-
mented by an exhibit of Leistner’s por-
traits of ‘real Indians’ in modern life, but
his love of First Nations people also
comes through.

Clements shows the devastation felt
by Curtis due to events around him and
depicts the personal cost of his quest to
fulfill his artistic vision.

Replete with more than 150 photos,
Rodger D. Touchie’s Edward S.

Curtis Above the Medicine Line admires
the gumption of a man who spent thirty
years visiting 80 “tribes” and taking more
than 40,000 photographs.

It would be simplistic to suggest that
the two books on Curtis, or their respec-
tive authors, are at loggerheads. Rather
they are coming into collaboration with
Curtis from two different directions.
Cumulatively there is synergy in the
grappling for deeper truths.

✍
It is unquestionably remarkable that

Edward Sherrif Curtis pro-
duced 20 volumes of The North Ameri-
can Indian, Being a Series of Volumes
Picturing and Describing the Indians of
the United States and Alaska (1907-
1930) in keeping with his gargantuan
goal of recording, with both film and
text, all possible information on Aborigi-
nals west of the Mississippi.

The largest volume (# 10) was solely
devoted to the Kwakiutl /
Kwakwaka’wakw with whom he made
the movie Land of the Head Hunters
(1914) for release in cinemas across
North America.

As well, Curtis developed a particu-
lar fascination for the Kutenai / Ktunaxa
and volumes #9 (Salishan / Interior
Salish) and #11 (Haida and Nootka /
Nuu-chah-nulth) were also based on
B.C. travels.

When the first two volumes of his se-

ries were published in 1907, the New
York Herald hailed Curtis’ work as “the
most gigantic undertaking in the mak-
ing of books since the King James edi-
tion of the Bible.” But later critics such
as Ralph Maud have concluded,
“One cannot help but think that his ar-
chival camera was somehow supposed to
exonerate the genocide.”

Seeing their dwindling numbers—
and counting them, when he could—
Curtis believed Aboriginals of western
North America were doomed to disap-
pear. This provided Curtis with his man-
date to generate a massive archive of
images that were frequently staged for
effect.

But Curtis can be easily criticized for
what he didn’t do. As Leister notes, “Un-
like his contemporaries Lewis Hine
and Jacob Riis, who pioneered con-
cerned photography, Curtis did not use
photography for social reform or to
document an accurate and un-altered
version of the social injustices he wit-
nessed—such as the growing misery
within First Nation communities caused
by abusive government policies like the
Christian Church-run Residential
School System, and the outlawing of re-
galia and other traditions.”

Although the ethnographic value of
Curtis’ images is enormous and valued
by First Nations, he has been accused of
doctoring reality by continually posing
and dressing his subjects artificially.

In defense of Curtis, Touchie con-
cludes his compact and lucid overview
description of Curtis’ work by the pho-
tographer’s lifelong mentor and friend,
George Bird Grinnell:

“The results which Curtis gets with
his camera stir one as one is stirred by a
great painting, and when we are thus
moved by a picture, and share the
thought and feeling that the artist has
when he made the picture, we may rec-
ognize it as a work of art.”

✍
Born in Wisconsin in 1868, Edward

Curtis first arrived in the pioneer villages
of Puget Sound at age 19. One of his
first subjects was ‘Princess
Angeline,’ the daughter of Chief
Seattle, in 1895.

Four years later Curtis was a photog-
rapher for some of the world’s leading
scientists on a two-month scientific voy-
age from Seattle to the Bering Sea. This
journey up and down the B.C. and
Alaska coastline was the catalyst for his
obsession with portraying the Aborigi-
nal spirit and, ostensibly, eradicating false
notions of Aboriginal life while respond-
ing to the tragic demise—in his eyes—
of cultures and peoples.

Curtis’ contributions to Scribner’s
magazine and his early exhibitions at

continued on page 26

CURTIS TRIPOD
GETTING BEHIND THE

Edward S. Curtis
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�Through powerful and posi-
tive imagery, Edward Curtis
helped two nations realize
the horrific mistakes they
had made in their treatment
of Aboriginal peoples. He was
true to his work, true to his

word, and true to himself.�

� RODGER TOUCHIE

R odger Touchie is un-
apologetic about it.
Edward S. Curtis was a

great artist. By presenting the
range of the Seattle-based pho-
tographer�s work in Edward S.
Curtis Above the Medicine
Line (Heritage $19.95), espe-
cially as it relates to Western
Canada, Touchie is celebrating
one of the most significant pho-
tographers of North America.

Two new books reveal the invaluable and
problematic legacy of Edward S. Curtis

from different angles.
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New York’s Waldorf-Astoria earned him
the support of President Theodore
Roosevelt, who, in turn, enabled
him to meet America’s richest man, the
financier John Pierpoint
Morgan, in 1906.

Prior to publication of Curtis’ first vol-
ume, J.P. Morgan confirmed he would
buy 25 sets of 20 leather-bound books
for $75,000, to be paid in five
installments. He would also own 300
original prints.

When the first five volumes appeared
to critical acclaim, J.P. Morgan was so
impressed he agreed to provide $60,000
in additional funding. Despite these con-
nections, Curtis’ Seattle studio was
chronically short of money as he strug-
gled to complete his journeys to all tribes
west of the Mississippi from New Mexico
to Alaska. His marriage faltered and
would eventually come asunder.

✍
For 20 years Curtis was greatly as-

sisted by the mostly unheralded W.E.
Meyers, a former reporter for the
Seattle Star newspaper, who took notes
by shorthand and assembled the narra-
tives of ethnographic materials.

Curtis’ work was also greatly assisted
in B.C. by George Hunt, son of a
Tsimshian woman and a Hudson’s Bay
Company employee.

The interpreter George Hunt lived for
60 years among the Kwakiutl and also
greatly contributed to the work of the
German-born anthropologist Franz
Boas.

During his three seasons with the
Kwakiutl, with the crucial assistance of
Hunt, Curtis made one of the first made-
in-B.C. feature films, In the Land of the
Head Hunters, presented for the first
time in 1914. Filmed mostly on or near
Deer Island, it premiered on December
7, 1914 at the Moore Theatre in Seattle
and was shown in Seattle and New York
during the next two years.

The 35 mm prints disappeared until
a copy was recovered by George
Quimby, Chair of the Anthropology
Department at Chicago’s Field Museum,
in 1947. Quimby and Bill Holm of
Seattle transferred the footage to 16 mm
stock about twenty years later.

Interviewed at age 90 in 1988,
Margaret Frank was known as Prin-
cess Ommagalees when she had a star-
ring role in that Curtis movie at age 17.
Born into the Kwawkgewith First Nation
and raised near present-day Port Hardy,
Margaret Frank, granddaughter of
George Hunt, played the role of a prin-
cess named Naida in Curtis’ rendition
of a story recorded by a man she knew
as “the Professor,” Franz Boas.

Margaret Frank recalled how her un-
cle stood in a war canoe, hidden behind
a huge wooden thunderbird mask, flap-
ping his arms up and down inside man-
made wings, as if he was attempting to
fly. Curtis stood in hip-waders at the
tideline, cranking his camera on a tripod.

“My mother stood up in the stern
and began to dance and sing,” she said.
“Then, suddenly, the canoe hit a rock
and my mother toppled over onto sev-
eral others, and everyone burst out
laughing. Except Mr. Curtis. He scowled

and took the film out of his camera and
threw it away in disgust. ‘This is a seri-
ous film,’ he said. He didn’t want his
Indians to laugh.”

[In the movie Naida is pursued by a
shaman and a chief ’s son named
Motana. They fight and the chief ’s son
kills the shaman. When Motana and
Naida marry, the shaman’s brother raids
Motana’s village and abducts Naida. She
is happily reunited with Motana at the
end of the story.]

A revised and expanded version of the
restored film footage was shown in vari-
ous North American locations in 2008.

continued from page 25

✍
In 1919, Curtis’ wife Clara final-

ized divorce proceedings and received
his studio and all of his negatives as part
of the settlement. In 1920, Edward
Curtis moved from Seattle to Los Ange-
les with his daughter Beth, assisting
Cecil B. Demille in the making of
The Ten Commandments.

Curtis died of a heart attack in 1952
at age 84. An original edition of The
North American Indian sells for more
than $80,000. There are many books
and at least one movie about the life and
work of Curtis, The Shadow-Catcher.

Touchie’s favourable comments
about Curtis as a student of ethnology
are sprinkled throughout his text.

“Curtis was an avid researcher who
read all of the journals of early fur trad-
ers and relied heavily on oral history of
tribal elders to establish tribal roots.”

“Curtis was always candid in his ob-
servations and never afraid to deliver his
personal assessment of the physical, men-
tal or emotional characteristics of the
many different people he studied.”

“In all his books, the stunning quality
of Curtis’ photographs tended to upstage
his prose and the extent of his research.
However, Curtis stood out among field
researchers with his ability to interact with
those he described as ‘the traditionists’ of
many tribes. This enabled him to docu-
ment the oral history of many tribes.”

Rather than serve to validate
Franz Boas’ jealous estimation of
Curtis as an overconfident and
pretentious amateur, Leistner
and Clements undertook
“Edward Curtis field trips,” vis-
iting Aboriginal communities in
western Canada.

In response to those journeys
with Clements, as well as to
Curtis’s legacy, Leistner’s parallel
photojournalistic investigation
portrays people as they really are;
not how any photographer or so-
ciety-at-large might prefer them
to be.

For Clements, the process of
collaborating with both Leistner
and Curtis, as strange bedfellows
for her play and book, was about

the process of inviting discourse rather
than generating schisms between light
and dark, Aboriginal and white, vanish-
ing or surviving.

“I needed to see from all angles,” she
writes, “because I wanted to know what
was behind the picture, and to do that I
needed to go in with artists who had the
guts and humanity to see it through.

“I will be forever affected by what I
saw on our ‘Edward Curtis field trips’
because it was also what I knew to be
true—there is no Vanishing Indian,
never was, but for a convenient thought.

“We are everywhere and it is beauti-
ful.”

The Edward Curtis Project: A Modern Picture Story 978-0-
88922-642-5; Edward S. Curtis Above the Medicine Line

hc 978-1-926613-77-2; pb 978-1-894974-86-8, $19.95

Whereas Edward Curtis
often �dressed up� his
subjects to generate an

artistic impression, aboriginal
subjects for photographer Rita
Leistner were invited to choose
for themselves how they wished
to convey both their con-
temporary and traditional
appearances. AT LEFT: Erika
Stocker wears her favourite rain
boots and her Haida blanket
which she received on the eve
of her graduation from Masset
High School in 2008, only a few
days before these photos were
taken.

DOUBLE TAKES

�Curtis nostalgically fo-

cused on an earlier time,

before the white man

came to the Americas,

when First Nation people

still lived among the buf-

falo. His vision

was romantic

and pictorial. He

was so good at

re-enacting the

past, he is often

erroneously cast as a

great nineteenth-cen-

tury photographer�

� RITA LEISTNER

“
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After going to the Maynard’s pho-
tography studio in Victoria, Chief
Clah wrote in his diary, “Rebekah ask
if I going likeness house. so I go. to give
myself likeness.”

The Chief Clah image is atypical in
that most photographs in Images from the
Likeness House were taken outside of a
studio setting, ranging from the earliest
glass-plate images to snapshots taken by
amateurs on nitrate film. There are no
digital enhancements.

✍
Savard’s photography album consid-

ers the relationships between First Peo-
ples of the Pacific Northwest and the
photographers who took images of them
from the late 1850s to the 1920s.

In one section concerning First Na-
tions and technology, we see women at
the Tahltan village of Telegraph Creek
sewing moccasins and a woman weav-
ing a Chilkat robe at Sitka.

Others are making a canoe at Sardis,
dip netting on the Fraser River or weav-
ing a Stl’atl’imx basket.

There is also a First Nations family
gold mining on the Thompson River and
there is a series from the village at Fish-
ery Bay documenting the process by
which eulachon oil was extracted.

Savard also includes a rare image of
Charles Edenshaw, showing the revered
Haida carver of wood, gold, silver and
argillite at work in 1907.

“Argillite is a dense, black
carbonaceous shale that Haida carvers
still obtain from a quarry on Tllgaduu
(Slatechuck) Creek, near Hlragilda
‘Llnagaay (Skidegate),” writes Savard,
who has worked in the Anthropology
Audio Visual Collection of the Royal BC
Museum for 35 years. “For more than a
century, it has been made into pipes,
bowls, plates, candlesticks, chests, Haida
and non-Haida figures, and model poles
for trade or show.”

Savard notes that some of the images
were produced by outsiders who were
mostly ignorant of the cultures they re-
corded. That should go without saying,
but Savard is nothing if he’s not politi-
cally correct.

Images from the Likeness House con-
tains only three photos by Edward
Curtis, including a posed photo of two
Nuu-chah-nulth women alongside a ca-
noe, both wearing old-style cedar-bark
or raffia capes and skirts (as seen at right).

“Curtis has been criticized for keep-
ing evidence of industrialization out of
his photographs,” Savard notes. “But in
the description of this canoe for another
photograph taken at the same time, he
wrote: ‘It will be noted that the canoe
has been fitted with rowlocks.’”

So if Curtis was merely an opportun-
ist, or a racist romanticist, why would he
draw attention to the ‘modernization’ of
a canoe outfitted with rowlocks
(oarlocks) in one of his own images?

�You have to ask yourself,�
says Dave Savard,

�is this the photographic
record that First Peoples

would have chosen to leave
of themselves?�

LIKENESS
THE TAKING AND GIVING OF

LIKENESS
Taken in 1889, an image of

Tsimshian Chief Arthur Wel-
lington Clah inspired the ti-

tle of Dan Savard�s Images from
the Likeness House (RBCM/
Heritage $39.95).

“Curtis’ work continues to receive
both praise and condemnation,” writes
Dan Savard. “More and more often the
public is questioning the authenticity of
many of his photographs. Some perceive
his work among the Kwakwaka’wakw to
be contrived and inaccurate.

“The extent of this popular opinion
is reflected in a comment card written
by a visitor to the Royal BC Museum
after viewing a short film clip from

Charlatan or Hero?
The Curtis Conundrum

Curtis’ retitled motion pic-
ture, In the Land of the War
Canoes, that is shown in the
First People’s gallery. The foot-
age... shows dancers perform-
ing as Wasp, Thunderbird
and Grizzly Bear atop
wooden platforms set across
or inside the gunwales of
three canoes.

“The comment card reads:
‘The documentary film ... is
widely known to be fabricated,

he [Curtis] himself is dancing in the boat.
This should have a disclaimer, something
to say that the film is simply his imagina-
tion of what it was like.’

“But Curtis is not one of the accom-
plished dancers in the film. Bill Holm
and George Quimby, in their 1980
study of the film, state: ‘Grizzly Bear is
especially expertly portrayed. A number
of [Kwakwaka’wakw] people guessed that
the dancer was Herbert Martin, a
renowned dancer, but he told Bill Holm
that he and his brother Mungo were
away at River’s Inlet during the filming.”’

At least one of Edmund
Schwinke’s still photographs taken
during the making of the film shows the
Kwakwaka’wakw man who danced as
Wasp with his mask removed. Edward
Curtis would have been either setting
up the shot for Schwinke, who also op-
erated the motion picture camera, or
perhaps directing the scene or possibly
operating the motion picture camera
himself. But he was not one of the danc-
ers who appeared in the film.

“A recurring criticism is that Curtis
costumed First Peoples in archaic cloth-
ing. In the introduction to volume 10
of The North American Indian, the vol-
ume dedicated to the Kwakwaka’wakw,
Curtis freely acknowledged this to be the
case and explained: ‘The primitive gar-
ments shown in the illustrations were
prepared by Kwakiutl [Kwakwaka’wakw]
men and women for the author, and are
correct in all respects. Such costumes,
of course, are not now used.’

“Curtis’ good fortune was not only
that enough material culture remained
to evoke the past in his photographs but,
even more importantly, that he had ac-
cess to, and the cooperation of, knowl-
edgeable consultants and artisans in the
First Nations communities he visited.”

                                                     978-0-7726-6150-0

Nuu-chah-nulth women
wearing old-style cedar-bark
or raffia capes and skirts�
staged by Edward Curtis.
At left: Tyee Jim on book cover
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�You have to ask yourself,�
says Dave Savard,

�is this the photographic
record that First Peoples

would have chosen to leave
of themselves?�
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Dirty realism was a label at-
tached to a group of

American short story writers in
the early 1980s. Their work re-
flected the lives of the impover-
ished and blue-collar workers of
small town America in a bare,
unsensational style.

Terence Young probably
would not appreciate being
compared to its proponents like
Raymond Carver because most
of his characters in The End of
the Ice Age are not blue-collar.
They are primarily unemployed�
but that�s because they�re pur-
suing degrees at university, or are
financially endowed, or have
been fired.

Young�s minimalist style and
stark realism are nonetheless
Carver-like. His stories are also
gritty and precise, with touches
of poetic prose, without much

resolution. If you�re one of these
old fashioned folk who want to
like the protagonists in your sto-
ries, you�re in trouble.

For instance, if you want to
know whether bar-
tender Boone will actu-
ally kick-start his life in
The Big Money, you�ll
have to write your own
story. If you want to
know what is going to
happen to the relation-
ship between the once
champion squash
player and his girlfriend
in Dream Vacation, dream on.

If you want to see some light
at the end of the tunnel for the
nameless protagonist in Fair
Enough, forget it.

These are people you want
to shake; shout in their faces,
�What�s wrong with you!� This
is what Young does so well: he
offers static with a sneer. But the
process is uplifting because he

THIESSENCHERIE

What constitutes a life
well lived? That’s the
main question at the

heart of Sarah Roberts’ first an-
thology of short stories, Wax
Boats, winner of the $10,000
Danuta Gleed Award for the
best first English-language col-
lection of short fiction by a Ca-
nadian author published in
2009.

A second integral question
within this unpretentiously
packaged collection may well be:
how does living in a small island
community shape lives and
choices?

“An island is a miracle, a sim-
ple thing,” writes Roberts. “To
be cut off is somehow to be en-
tirely whole, and to know your
boundaries is to truly know your-
self.”

Roberts’ dozen stories in Wax
Boats are vibrant with the “gen-
ius of place,” to borrow a term
from Ethel Wilson, as well as
memorable characterization.
Somewhat reminiscent of
Kinsella’s ‘rez’ characters or
Anne Cameron’s mélange of
wacky west coast families, the sto-
ries reveal a complicated world
of boats, beach camping, wild
bush women and men, ancient
lore, longhouses, cougars and
beer.

In the delightful first story,
He Knows Where to Find Water,
Cat, reluctant to be born, is fi-
nally coaxed into the world by a
bevy of First Nation wise women
while her father gets plastered
along with his boss and his
friend, and all wind up having
breakfast on the reservation.

In Cougar Ladies, the ageing
Mabel takes a cold shower and
heads over the mountains to
town to get ‘laid’ for the first

time, while her sister,
left behind in their
wilderness cabin, gets
stalked by a cougar.

In Tully’s Fish, we
meet young Thomas
and his father, out to
catch the big one, but
almost getting caught
themselves. Some
may find this story’s stylistic de-
parture somewhat jarring, but
mythical or otherwise it’s such a
good tale and so well told that

Wax Boats will have
many guessing what

island these characters
could possibly inhabit.

Is it Texada, with its
large quarries?

Is it Hornby?

Terence Young writes stories about people you are not sure you want to know
The End of the Ice Age by
Terence Young (Biblioasis $19.95)

most readers will not
object.

Some stories are
bound to resonate
more than others with
readers. For me, the
wise and understated
title story, Wax Boats,
placed at the end of
the collection, was my

favourite. Once the island’s most
important and respected figure
as owner of the quarry, and now
alone and ready for death, Old

Man Bridgework, as the locals
who remember him at all call
him, learns a valuable lesson
from a youth. It’s the old man’s
openness to lessons that endears
him to the reader.

Roberts’ viewpoints ricochet
between several characters and
voices, divisible by those who
have stayed on the island (Cat,
Thomas, Bridgework) con-
trasted with those who left,
(Ralphie, Pauline.) Who wins?
Who has made the better

SHOULD I STAY
SHOULD I GO NOW? or

Wax Boats will have
many guessing what

island these characters
could possibly inhabit.

Is it Texada, with its
large quarries?

Is it Hornby?

SHOULD I STAY
Wax Boats by Sarah Roberts
(Caitlin $17.95)

uses poetry and deft phrasing
to flesh out his characters. There
are terrific lines to savour.

The unnamed narrator in Fair
Enough describes a woman

he�s hitting on at a
wake: �Girl jock finally
meets middle age,
teeth like a perfect
hand of cards.�

Young describes a
pugilistic partygoer:
�Buzz-cut has been
watching and he�s an-
gry on the other guy�s
behalf, the sort of per-

son who borrows battles when
he can�t find any of his own.�

The author of four previous
books, including The Island in
Winter, nominated for the Gov-
ernor General�s Award for Po-
etry, Terence Young has also co-
founded The Claremont Re-
view, a journal for young writ-
ers. His work defies labels.

                               9781897231913

TOO CLOSE FOR COMFORT
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Sarah Roberts� little book of island sketches wins big back east

Terence Young
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choice? It is impossible to know
for certain.

Wayne, the narrator in Wild
Birds, seems almost out of place
in this collection due to his nice-
ness. This one story involving an
undercover agent struck me as
contrived.

✫
Humorous, sad, sometimes

insightful and occasionally sim-
plistic, Wax Boats will have many
guessing what island these char-
acters could possibly inhabit. Is
it Texada, with its large quarries?
Is it Hornby? On the other hand,
the author could just be waxing
poetic. Wherever they are set,
Roberts has new horizons. She
now has a literary agent, John
Pearce of the Westwood Agency,
and a bright future for
herself.

The judges for the Danuta
Gleed Award were Ivan E.
Coyote, Mary Soderstrom, and
David Bezmozgis. In their col-
lective statement, they have
written, “Roberts exhibits tre-
mendous versatility, writing
movingly and convincingly in
every conceivable voice—of the
men and women, girls and boys,
natives and whites who inhabit
her fictional Smokecrest Island.
There are stories here of loss
and renewal, of strange adven-
tures, and of acts of profound
kindness. The prose is clear and
evocative and flawless. Roberts
is a truly gifted storyteller and
Wax Boats is a mature and ambi-
tious work of literature. It is a
Sunshine Sketches of a Little Town
for the modern age.”

                                     978-1-894759-40-3

Travel writer and fiction reviewer
Cherie Thiessen is a happy Pender
Islander. She is also self-proclaimed
‘isoglobe,’ someone who lives on an
island but thinks globally (her own
made-up word).
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Canada’s Truly Independent Publisher

Yannis Ritsos-
Poems
Selected Books
Translated by
Manolis

paperback 
9 x 6 in 460 pages
ISBN: 
978-1-926763-07-1
$34.00

Libros Libertad Publishing Ltd • info@libroslibertad.ca • www.libroslibertad.ca
PO Box 45089 • 12851 16th Ave • Surrey, BC • V4A 9L1 • Canada

Within These
Bonds
a novel by
Loreena M. Lee

paperback 
9 x 6 in 169 pages
ISBN: 
978-1-926763-01-9
$20.00

Vespers
poetry by
Manolis
paintings by
Ken Kirkby

paperback 
9 x 6 in 138 pages
ISBN: 
978-1-926763-03-3
$28.00

Still Waters
a novel by
Doris Reidweg

paperback 
9 x 6 in 236 pages
ISBN: 
978-1-926763-06-4
$23.00

Nukes
on  the 49th
a novel by
Michael Zrymiak

paperback 
9 x 6 in 195 pages
ISBN: 
978-1-926763-05-7
$23.00

Grass Widow
poetry by
Apryl Leaf

paperback 
9 x 6 in 109 pages
ISBN: 
978-1-926763-04-0
$17.00

Contemporary CanLit with a Distinctly Urban Twist

anvilpress.com

The Devil You Know
stories by Jenn Farrell
978-1-897535-06-6 | $16 Available Now!

“Farrell effectively forges her image as a bad-ass
version of Alice Munro. Like Munro, she’s a
short story writer who focuses on the lives of
girls and women in small-town Canada, but
Farrell’s characters get high on mushrooms
and dabble in BDSM.”

—The Georgia Straight

Making Waves: Reading
B.C. and Pacific North-
west Literature
edited by Trevor Carolan
978-1-897535-29-5 | $20 (September)

A ‘nurse-log compendium’—an anthology rich
in critical thinking, archival memory, creation
myths, and homage to celebrated elders of the
region’s literary community.

Wombat: The Collected
Strip
by Rod Filbrandt
978-1-897535-30-1 | $16 Available Now!

“Few artists are as capable as Rod Filbrandt when it
comes to sifting out the most obvious nonsensical
idiocy in today’s world and slinging it back at us like
the slap in the neck we all deserve.”

—Drawn!

A Room in the City represents Gasztonyi’s five-year project
of photographing the residents of Vancouver’s Downtown
Eastside hotels. They are represented in private moments,
with respect and dignity.

Gasztonyi’s style continues in the great tradition of Josef
Koudelka, the photographer of the Roma.

“These pictures of life in the drug Gulag of the downtown
eastside are not easy to look at, but they are not meant to
be. Nor are they intended to evoke pity or gloom...these
pictures present a scenario of suffering and of triumph.”

—GaborMaté, from the Foreword

ISBN 978-1-897535-28-8 | $40 | 160 pps. | Available Now!

Contemporary CanLit with a
Distinctly Urban Twist

anvilpress.com

A Room in the City
photographs by Gabor Gasztonyi

foreword by Gabor Maté
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Pictorial histories of British Columbia

Images from the 
Likeness House
Dan Savard

Featuring almost 300
photographic likenesses of First
Peoples and their communities
from the 1850s t0 the 1920s.

$39.95 
ISBN 978-0-7726-6150-0 
Now in book stores.

Royal BC Museum books are distributed by Heritage Group.

For more information about 
Royal BC Museum books, go to 
www.royalbcmuseum.bc.ca 
and click on Publications.

$39.95 

ISBN 978-0-7726-6283-5 
More than 200 photographs.
October 2010.

Return to Northern
British Columbia
A Photojournal 
of Frank Swannell, 1929–39
Jay Sherwood

This book chronicles the final
adventures of Frank Swannell,
one of BC’s most famous and
important surveyors. 

This was the era of bush
planes and outrageous
expeditions in northern BC.
Swannell photographed and
wrote about his encounters with
some of the north’s most
colourful characters, including
Skook Davidson, Charles
Bedaux, Grant McConachie and
One-Armed Brown.

Subscribe to BC BookWorld:
Call: 6094-736-4011 or email: bookworld@telus.net



reviews KIDLIT

So you wanna be an author?
For Judith Saltman and
Gail Edwards, it took

eleven years of slogging—and
endless cups of coffee and tea
(and the occasional glass of
wine)—to complete their re-
search and interview 136 au-
thors, illustrators, publishers,
designers, librarians, children’s
literature specialists and book-
sellers.

That’s how many people
were consulted for Picturing
Canada: A History of Canadian
Children’s Illustrated Books and
Publishing, a one-of-a-kind over-
view that investigates the history
of publishing for children in
Canada, and asks what might be
particularly Canadian about the
text and illustrations in Cana-
dian publications for children.

How have the depictions of
Canada in children’s books
changed over time? Do authors,
illustrators and publishers think
that Canadian identity is impor-
tant when they create books for
Canadian children? Do Cana-
dian children need Canadian
children’s books?

Does it matter?
Among their B.C. interview-

ees were notables Sheila Egoff,
Ron Jobe, Janice Douglas, Sarah
Ellis and Kit Pearson. They also
talked to picturebook creators—
including Sheryl McFarlane,
Ann Blades, Sue Ann Alderson
and Linda Bailey—about the
relationship of image and text,
place and identity—and exam-
ined the folk art covering every
inch of Stefan Czernecki’s
highrise apartment.

Bookseller Phyllis Simon of
Vancouver Kidsbooks discussed
the challenges and rewards of
the independent children’s
book trade. Publishers Bob
Tyrrell (Orca Book Publishers),
Michael Katz (Tradewind
Books), and Dimiter Savoff
(Simply Read Books) gave their
views on regional, national, and
global markets.

In some cases Edwards and
Saltman had to become detec-
tives to locate the heir of an il-
lustrator whose book was so long
out of print that the original
publisher no longer existed, or

had become part of a
multinational corpora-
tion which had not re-
tained the publishing
records of their pred-
ecessors. Efforts to
track the estate of Ha-
zel Boswell, a Paris-
trained artist and the
granddaughter of BC
Lieutenant-General
Sir Henri-Gustave Joly de
Lotbinière, were rewarded by
the cooperation of a nonagenar-
ian cousin.

Picturing Canada is the first interdisciplinary history
of children’s publishing in English-speaking Canada through

the lens of Canadian children’s illustrated books.

Picturing Canada: A History of Canadian
Children�s Illustrated Books and
Publishing by Judith Saltman and Gail
Edwards (U. of Toronto Press $39.95)

At Library and Ar-
chives Canada in Ot-
tawa, during a
swelteringly hot week
in July, they read
through boxes of cor-
respondence with art
directors and editors,
examined rough
sketches, and com-
pared finished art

work to the printed image.
“Anyone undertaking a history
of publishing,” they discovered,
“is reliant on the corporate

memory of institutions that may
not recognize the importance of
their own history.”

The collection of early chil-
dren’s publications held in Rare
Books and Special Collections at
the University of British Colum-
bia was a prime resource.

As well, at the Osborne Col-
lection of Early Children’s Books
at the Toronto Public Library,
they confirmed that self-con-
sciously Canadian publishing for
children began at the turn of
the twentieth century. They dis-

covered a fine example in the
publication of David Boyle’s Un-
cle Jim’s Canadian Nursery Rhymes,
illustrated by C. W. Jefferys. His
original watercolour illustration
for the cover of the 1908 work
was such a striking representa-
tion of a distinctively Canadian
landscape that it became their
choice for the cover of Picturing
Canada.

And so, with help from al-
most 100 graduate research as-
sistants from UBC’s School of
Library, Archival and Informa-
tion Studies, Picturing Canada
has found its way into the world,
and the previously undocu-

mented history of chil-
dren’s publishing in
Canada has been docu-
mented.

✫
Judith Saltman and

Gail Edwards have also
developed a database
of Canadian award-win-
ning illustrated books;
mounted a website for
the project at
www.canadianchildlit.ca;
and organized an exhi-
bition of Canadian chil-
dren’s illustrated books
based on Picturing
Canada that was on dis-
play at UBC’s Rare
Books and Special Col-
lections during the
summer.

“And in the process
of writing,” they con-
clude, “we have come
to believe, more than
ever, that a vibrant and
healthy Canadian chil-
dren’s publishing and
bookselling trade is
critically important if
Canadian children are
going to have access to
Canadian children’s
books in their homes,
their schools and their
libraries.”     978-0-8020-8540-7

Judith Saltman and
Gail Edwards

EXCELLENT ADVENTURE
JUDITH & GAIL’S

Waiting for the Whales (Orca 1991), illustrated by Ron Lightburn, received
the Governor General�s Award for Children�s Illustration in 1992. �That�s how you get good
manuscripts,� Orca founder Bob Tyrrell comments in Picturing Canada, �by winning awards.�
As much as any other title, it was Waiting for the Whales that enabled Orca Books of Victoria to
evolve beyond its initial regional focus to become Canada�s most prodigious imprint for
children�s and young adult books.

Waiting for the Whales
illustration by

Ron Lightburn

The story by Sheryl McFarlane
concerns a grandfather who
conveys to his granddaughter his
deep pleasure in the seasonal
cycles of nature. After his death, the
child gains comfort from the
seasonal return of the orca whales.
For his coloured pencil illustrations
in Waiting for the Whales, Lightburn
used friends and family members to
pose for the major characters and
proceeded to photograph them.
�You�re the cinematographer and
the producer,� he said. �I explained
the story very carefully to them, then
gave directions on how and where
to look. This is a classic tradition in
illustration, as old as photography.�
Lightburn has compared the
transition between spreads in a
picture book to editing cuts in a film.
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Michael Katz

New Star Books Fall 2010
Call, write, or get on line for your free copy of 
our Fall 2010 catalogue

• City of Love and Revolution by 

Lawrence Aronsen
• Sweet England by Steve Weiner
• Caprice by George Bowering
• Every Day In the Morning (slow) 

by Adam Seelig
• Buffet World by Donato Mancini
• Off the Highway by Mette Bach
• Islands of Resistance by Andrea Langlois, 

Ron Sakolsky & Marian van der Zon
• Robin Blaser by Stan Persky & 

Brian Fawcett

www.NewStarBooks.com/catalogue.php, or call us at 604.738-9429

People’s Co-op Bookstore • Pulpfi ction 
Books • Black Bond Books • BC Ferries • 
UBC Bookstore • Save-On-Foods • 
Chapters | Indigo | Indigo.ca • 
Amazon.com • and Sitka Books on West 
4th Avenue

www.NewStarBooks.com

Off the Highway Growing Up In North Delta

by Mette Bach

Now entering North Delta

TRANSMONTANUS 18

Find it here:



HANNAH MAIN-VAN
DER KAMP

reviews POETRY

Cancer, suicide, early
death, depression,
travel addiction, moods,

migraine, allergies, drowning,
leaky condos, sewage spills, shop-
ping addiction, miserable
weather, illness.

Like her earlier books, Evelyn
Lau’s Living Under Plastic is not a
light read. The plastic refers on
one level to people living in
condos that are under repair. At
another level, it’s the muffling
and claustrophobia induced by
a heavy blanket of regret and
grief.

Everyone has a personal or
family cancer story these days,
but few have written their sto-
ries so well. Lau describes in
painful detail the death of a fa-
vourite aunt on a palliative care
ward and it is grim. Cancer is our
contemporary plague and most
of us are trying hard to keep
down the fear. This poet brings
it right in our face and shakes
the readers’ numbness. That’s
what poets do. One of the func-
tions of the poetic imagination
is to keep on bringing the grief
to our awareness.

We don’t have a legitimate
place in our culture for lament.

In many of these forty-five
poems though, Lau’s lamenting
seems more like depression.
The two are quite different. La-
menting clears the emotional
fog while depression deepens it.
In the third and last section, the
absence of friends and mentors
and parents becomes
unrelieved. Every poem is about
some adversity and connected
with death; even the last elegant
piece about heron returning. So
little affirmation.

As Lau tells her stories, the
reader is subject to confusion.
These seem like narratives but
key pieces of information are

withheld. Is this reticence slop-
piness or is it a form of tease?
There are so many inclusions of
“you,’ “he,” “she,” “we” without
clear references. Who’s dead,
who’s dying? The grandfather,
aunt, uncle, mother, father,
friend D. or P. or the mentor
doctor or more than one at a
time?

The chronology confuses and
one feels a little
locked out. It’s not
that a poet needs to
be explicit about
these details but the
reader, carried into
caring about a friend
or a parent, is as-
tounded to discover
the poem is actually
about yet another death. Leav-
ing out key linkages does not
increase interest, it alienates.

Travel is a way to temporarily
leave behind one’s wearying
identity. Lau travels to sunnier
places; Santa Monica, Phoenix,
the Grand Canyon, Oregon, but
her disposition does not get sun-
nier. In the airport, as she’s go-
ing home, she identifies her
mood as heavy and still dissatis-
fied.

The poems set in Vancou-
ver—all grey tall buildings, sea
and beaches, white gulls wheel-
ing—evoke a distinct sense of
place.  Lau has lived in this city
most of her life and she captures
its wintry moods. From her

Evelyn Lau:
“I begin to make

of my life /
a meditation”

IN THE MILLENNIUM IS A VARIED, 144-PAGE COLLEC-
tion in thirteen segments. It does not, at
first glance, invite the reader in.

Barry McKinnon stretches language and form. It takes a few
readings to get the gist and admire it. Will readers have the pa-
tience? We live and read under the tyranny of instant access and
these poems do not lend themselves to a quick hit. Yet someone
has to do it; stretch the language.

The complex realities that inform his poems are fractured on
the page, cut up, jagged, interspersed on spaced-out lines. Spliced
assemblages do not make for pretty poems. McKinnon says he wants
his poems to be “habitable and yet show dissolving forces.”

Section One is one of the most challenging and one wishes the
editor had placed another section at the opening of this volume,
such as a 20-page photographic journal about the abandoned saw
mill town of Giscombe, or “Bolivia/Peru,” which won the bpNichol
Chapbook Award when it was first published by BookThug in To-
ronto.

About his travels in South America, McKinnon says he entered
the experience “naked/naïve to it-perhaps the only way to risk any
world’s range of pleasures/dangers – to know a little more.” This is as
true for travel as it is for experiments in poetic form. Enter boldly,
learn something.

Born in 1944, McKinnon is of the age group currently saying
goodbye to parents. His elegiac long poem on the death of his
father concentrates on the father-son relationship. How awkward
the small talk, how awkward the intimacy, how poignant the small
memories, and then the relief when the father is gone.

“I came into this world again, a strange/ and conscious birth/ without
word/without road/ without a father.                                               978-1-5542-047-4

Poet and teacher Hannah Main–van der Kamp recently
moved to Black Point on the Upper Sunshine Coast.

In the Millennium by Barry McKinnon
(New Star Books $19)

NO EASY ENTRY
Barry McKinnon�s collection
is awkward by design and
poignant by nature.SUFFOCATION

Evelyn Lau gets lost in contemplation

Living Under Plastic by Evelyn Lau
(Oolichan $17.95)

downtown apartment, the tree-
tops are clouds though her
rooms feel like a prison.

Honesty about shopping as
an escape is admirable. Lau ad-
mits that it’s not more stuff she
wants, but rather something elu-
sive. Is there a mall somewhere
that sells gratitude?

Many scintillating lines in this
collection show Lau has lost none

of her former poetry
skills. “I screamed for
the silence of the mon-
astery.” “My breath a
kettle puffing small
clouds of steam.” “A
storm of starling over-
head, sheet music in
the sky.”

Lau’s younger writ-
ing was more obsessive about
love relationships and chronic
loss. Older but no happier, she
shows a possible development as
a contemplative. A little more in
control of her own dependen-
cies, this poet yet may arrive at
hope, “that thing with feathers,”
according to Emily Dickinson,
“that perches in the soul.” It’s
not a raucous gull.

It’s all anyone could want
or ask for, a glimpse of the
eternal,
the possibility of something more,
like an aperture opening
onto heaven.  Yes, like this –
to be transported outside yourself,
to be anchored to this earth
yet flying.              978-0-88982-262-7

Barry McKinnon:
What can I say:
without cliché.
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Flyways by Devin Krukoff 
$19.95 · ISBN 978-1-897235-77-5
Novel · Available September 30

Man Facing West by Don Gayton
$18.95 · ISBN 978-1-897235-79-9
Short Fiction · Available September 30
Man Facing West merges fi ction and non-fi ction, stitched 
together with threads of autobiography. As he probes politics, 
conscience, ecology, and history, we are reminded of Gayton’s 
uncanny ability to transform reality into magic.

Mennonites Don’t Dance by Darcie Friesen Hossack
$18.95 · ISBN 978-1-897235-78-2
Short Fiction · Available September 30
Mennonites Don’t Dance offers an honest, detailed look into 
the experiences of children — both young and adult — and 
their parents and grandparents, exploring generational ties, 
sins, penance, and redemption. 

With scenarios ranging from teenage pregnancy and skydiving 
psychotherapy, to S&M lust, Catholicism, and goose hunting, 
Flyways delves into the intricacies and implications of the 
human web, and proves that, whether we know it or not, we 
are all connected.

A Girl Called Tennyson by Joan Givner 
$12.95 · ISBN 978-1-897235-83-6
Juvenile Novel · Available September 30
An exciting fantasy quest that spirits readers off to the 
mysterious land of Greensward. Anne “Tenn” Tennyson Miller 
has a love for story, music, and rhyme, and uses her memory 
for lyrics and verse to help rescue the children of Greensward.
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TITLES AVAILABLE AT BETTER BOOKSTORES & ONLINE          DOWNLOAD OUR CATALOGUE AT THISTLEDOWNPRESS.COM     
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isit us at www.galianoislandbooks.com

 
250.539.3340       info@galianoislandbooks.com

76 Madrona Drive Galiano Island BC  V0N 1P0

      pen year-round with over 25,000 titles plus a great selection
of Canadian authors, used books, art supplies, and gifts.

community-minded but globally connected

O

V

WANTED:

Used Book Donations
for

Friends of the VPL
Book Sale

Hardcovers ● Paperbacks ● CDs

Children’s ● DVDs ● VHSs

NO Textbooks ● NO Encyclopedias

Drop Off until Oct. 14
at Oakridge, Dunbar, Renfrew

Branches during library hours or at 
Central Library (delivery bay 

off Hamilton) M-F 8am - 4:30pm

Please Box & Mark “Friends”

Info: 604–331–4049

Sale Oct. 21 — 24 at Central
Profits from sale go to

Vancouver Public Library
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Bad men, bad deeds, badlands — and one very, very, very 

good woman. The classic genre send-up, now back in print.

People’s Co-op Bookstore • Sitka Books & Art • 
Blackberry Books, Granville Island • Royal BC Museum Shop, 
Victoria • Pulpfi ction Books on Main • Pulpfi ction Books 
on Broadway • UBC Bookstore • Indigo Books + Music • 
Chapters • Amazon.com 

www.NewStarBooks.com

by GEORGE BOWERING

Caprice

Find it here
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Haida Eagle  
Treasure  
contains an 
eclectic  
collection of 
writings that 
capture the  
culture and life 
of the Haida people 
from the perspective 
of an insider. 

Pansy Collison, a 
Haida woman, 

speaks for  
her people  
and to her  

people in this  
illuminating title.

Isbn: 978-1-55059-388-4;  
$25.95; pb; 200 pages;  

b&w; illustrated.

Haida Eagle Treasures
Tsath Lanas History and Narratives

Pansy Collison

Detselig Enterprises · 210 1220 Kensington Road NW, Calgary, AB ·  
p. 403-283-0900 · f. 403-283-6947 · www.temerondetselig.com

“Collecting Stamps 
Would Have Been More Fun”
Canadian Publishing and the Correspondence 
of Sinclair Ross, 1933–1986

SELECTED AND WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY 
JORDAN STOUCK / ANNOTATIONS BY DAVID STOUCK

332 pages • B&W photographs, appendix, 
biographical chronology, index
$34.95 paper • 978–0–88864–521–0
Letters/Canadian Literature
 

www.uap.ualberta.ca             ORDERS  1-877-864-8477               INFO ccrooks@ualberta.ca  

The Measure of Paris
STEPHEN SCOBIE

272 pages • B&W photographs, index
$29.95 paper • 978–0–88864–533–3
Travel Writing/Literary Nonfi ction

A wide-ranging discussion 
of the city’s history in 
20th century literature and 
thought, which will appeal 
to all those who love Paris, 
or who have ever walked on 
its streets.

 

Featuring vivid exchanges 
with Earle Birney, Margaret 
Laurence, and Margaret 
Atwood, and many others, 
this collection exposes the 
conditions of cultural work 
in Canada for much of the 
twentieth century. 

2

A natural history of a landscape few have ever seen.

British Columbia’s Volcanic Plateau

Chris Harris & Harold Rhenisch
Scientific Consultant: Dr. Mary Lou Bevier

MOTHERSTONE
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Promotional  
tour dates 
and orders:
chrisharris.com

$69.95 (bound)
$39.95 (paper)

ISBN 978-0-9865818-1-6 (bound) ISBN 978-0-9865818-0-9 (paper)

People’s Co-op Bookstore • Sitka Books & Art • 
Blackberry Books, Granville Island • Royal BC Museum 
Shop, Victoria • Pulpfi ction Books on Main • Pulpfi ction 
Books on Broadway • UBC Bookstore • Indigo Books + 
Music • Chapters • Amazon.com • but not, sadly, BC Ferries 
(we think you’ll be able to guess why)

www.NewStarBooks.com

by LAWRENCE ARONSEN

City of Love and Revolution
Vancouver In the Sixties

Find it here
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QUICKIES

QUICKIES is an affordable advertising feature exclusively for writers & artists.
For info on how to be included, just email bookworld@telus.net

A COMMUNITY
BULLETIN BOARD for
BC WRITERS, ARTISTS

& LITERARY EVENTS

BC
B O O K W O R L D

The Captain Joe Series
by Emily Madill

www.captainjoesteachingresources.com

ISBN 978-1-926626-08-6 � $39.95

Life lessons for children.

KIDLIT

Women of Pender
Harbour: Their Voices,
Their History
by Dorothy Faulkner,
Elaine Park & Cathy Jenks

w
w

w
.m

aritim
eheritage.ca

ISBN 978-0-9865605-0-7 � $45
BC

HISTORY

Your
ad

here.
Call

604-736-4011
or email

bookworld@telus.net

From War to Peace

www.m
em

bers.shaw.ca/klaussturze

ISBN 978-0-9732575-4-0
$25 ($10 shipping)

Memoirs of an Immigrant

TO ORDER: 212-3146 Paris Str.,
Penticton, BC V2A 8K2

by Klaus Sturze

MEMOIR

What�s That Island?

by Bruce Whittington

w
w

w
.strayfeathers.ca

ISBN 978-0-9782913-1-0 � $14.95

A Guide to the Busiest
BC Ferry Crossing

GUIDE
BOOK

The Miracle Tree

by David Tracey

w
w

w
.davidtracey.ca

ISBN 978-0-9865055-0-8 � $18

A comedy

NOVEL

Sometimes even the Truth
needs a little fertilizer.

Last Chance This Life
by Terry Barker

w
w

w
.lastchancethislife.com

ISBN 978-0-9810775-0-5 � $20
SELF
HELP

Written to help families who
have a loved one addicted to
drugs or alcohol.

Vespers by Manolis

w
w

w
.libroslibertad.ca

ISBN 978-1-926763-03-3 � $28

With paintings by Ken Kirkby

POETRY

The poems and images come as
if from artists empowered to
both weep and praise when the
day's journey is done.

Principles of
Abundance for the
Cosmic Citizen
by Dorothy I. Riddle

w
w

w
.E

noughForU
sA

ll.com

ISBN 978-1-4490-7925-3 � $17.95

Practical tools to transform
ourselves and our communities.SPIRITUAL

GROWTH

Surviving Eldercare

by Ellen Besso

http://ellenbesso.com

ISBN 978-0981238104 � $16.95

Where Their Needs End
and Yours Begin

SELF
HELP

Raise Shit

by Susan C. Boyd, Donald
MacPherson, Bud Osborn

w
w

w
.fernw

oodpublishing.ca

ISBN 9781552663271 � $26.95

Social Action Saving Lives

SOCIAL
ACTIVISM

THE SPANISH CAME FIRST. THEN

Brits took over. Chinese labour-
ers built the first ship launched

in B.C. waters by non-aboriginals in the
late 1700s.

When rowdy American miners in-
vaded during the Cariboo gold rush,
Governor James Douglas encour-
aged black immigrants from California
to bolster the ranks of those loyal to
Queen Victoria.

The population of British Columbia
has become increasingly mixed with each
new decade. Doukhobors, Finns, Nor-
wegians and Mennonites have arrived

to build utopian communities. Ameri-
can draft evaders have greatly enhanced
B.C.’s social fabric since the 1960s.

In the 1990s, Peter Newman
remarked, “roast beef is now an ethnic
dish.”

In the new millennium, if you drive
along Richmond’s Number Five Road,
aka the “highway to heaven,” one can’t
fail to appreciate that British Columbia
has undergone a multi-ethnic influx of
Asians.

Along a stretch of Number Five Road
you’ll find a gudwara (for Sikhs), the
Ram Krishna Mandir Vedic Cultural So-
ciety (Hindu), the Az-Zahraa Islamic
Centre (Shia Muslim), the Ling Yen
Mountain Temple (Chinese Buddhist)
and the Richmond Chinese Evangelical
Free Church. Nearby are the Jami’a
Mosque (Sunni Muslim) and the Fujian
Evangelical Church, with its predomi-
nantly Filipino-Chinese congregation.

B.C.’s population of just over four
million in 2006 incorporated more than
400,000 Chinese, more than 10,000
Taiwanese and almost 300,000 South
Asians, along with numerous Filipinos,
Koreans, Japanese, Vietnamese, Cambo-
dians, Laotians, Indonesians,
Malaysians, Mongolians and Tibetans.
Most live in the Lower Mainland.

Fourteen local religious scholars,

many with Asian ethnic backgrounds
themselves, have therefore contributed
essays to Asian Religions in British Co-
lumbia (UBC $32.95) edited by
Larry DeVries, Don Baker and
Dan Overmyer.

The range of topics is staggering. Zo-
roastrians. Thai and Lao Buddhism. Sri
Lankan and Burma Buddhism. Viet-
namese Buddhism. Korean Religiosity.
Tibetan Religions.  Christianity as a Chi-
nese Belief.

“British Columbia and its Lower
Mainland did not look like this forty or
even thirty years ago,” write the editors.

According to Asian
Religions in British
Columbia, Vancou-
ver is almost 30 per-
cent Chinese.
Richmond is 43.6
percent Chinese,
making it the most
Chinese mid-sized
city in North
America. The major-
ity of Richmond’s
citizens have Asian
heritage. Surrey is
over 27 percent
South Asian.

After immigra-
tion laws that fa-
voured Europeans
were modified in the
1960s, the official
policy of multi-

culturalism adopted by the Trudeau Lib-
eral government of 1971 provided
stimulus for changing social attitudes.
Brian Mulroney’s “Multiculturism
Means Business” approach enhanced
new business immigration policies.

✍
Asian Religions in British Columbia

sheds light on the history of Asian im-
migration to B.C. and untangles many
of the complexities surrounding the re-
ligious practices of these immigrants. It
also addresses the question as to how well
multiculturalism has succeeded.

“African Americans have long pointed
out that, in the United States, the most
segregated hour of the week is 10 a.m.
on Sunday morning,” write the editors,
“when most churches have services. Is
the same true of Canada?

“Do Asian religious organizations
help people of Asian ethnicity, especially
recent immigrants, feel a part of the Ca-
nadian national community…? Or do
they reinforce a division of Canadian
society into separate and distinct ethnic
communities?

“If the latter is true, is it a problem
that we should worry about, or is it a
positive phenomenon that contributes
to the multicultural mosaic that we Ca-
nadians like to brag about?”

                                                     978-0-7748-1663-2

The changing religious landscape of BC
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East Asians enjoy a Sikh parade at 49th avenue and
Main street in Vancouver
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