Tools for a World of Change « Books to Build a New Society

Cool-Season Crops
for the Year Round
Gardener

— Fifth Edition

A complete guide to
cool-season crops and how
to raise them. Gardeners
from Southeastern Alaska to
southern Oregon will benefit
from clear, practical advice on
how to put fresh homegrown
produce on your table every
month of the year.

Winter Gardening in the
Maritime Northwest
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$17.05 / 6 X 9” / 208 pages
PB ISBN 978-0-85671-708-4 Ebook ISBN 978-1-55092-500-5
“Binda Colebrook has given us a
reference book rich with practical
tips, first-hand experience, and best of all,
region-specific advice. If self-sufficiency and
growing food are important to you, and you
happen to live in the Maritime Northwest,
this is a book you should own.”

— Mark Macdonald, West Coast Seeds

SEVEN BUSINESS CASE BENEFITS
OF A TRIPLE BOTTOM LINE

The New Sustainability
Advantage

Seven Business Case Benefits of a Triple
Bottom Line - 10th Anniversary Edition
BOB WILLARD

$19.95 / 6 X 9”/224 pages

PB ISBN 978-0-86571-712-1

EBook ISBN 978-1-55092-507-4
Smart sustainability strategies and how
they can benefit the bottom line.

FOREWORD BY CORY DOCTOROW

SHARE
or DIE

VOICES
GET LOST GENERATION

IN THE AGE OF CRISIS

OF THE

Share or Die

Voices of the Get Lost Generation
in the Age of Crisis

EDITED BY MALCOLM HARRIS
WITH NEAL GORENFLO
Foreword by Cory Doctorow
$14.95/5.5% 8.57/ 224 pages

PB ISBN 978-0-86571-710-7
EBook ISBN 978-1-55092-503-6
A collection of messages from the front
lines of the new “Lost Generation”.

THE
RESILIENCE
IMPERATIVE

L

CODPERATIVE TRANSITIONS
Toa STEADY-STATE ECONOMY

The Resilience Imperative
Cooperative Transitions to a
Steady-State Economy

MICHAEL LEWIS & PAT CONATY
$26.95 / 6 X 9”/400 pages

PB ISBN 978-0-86571-707-7
Ebook ISBN 978-1-55092-505-0
Time for a SEE Change — Social,
Ecological and Economic strategies

for life after growth.

GREEN IMAGINATION

Mobilizing the

Green Imagination

An Exuberant Manifesto
ANTHONY WESTON

$14.95 /5.5 X 8.57/ 192 pages
PB ISBN 978-0-86571-709-1
EBook ISBN 978-1-55092-504-3
Elegant and audacious possibilities

that push the boundaries of contemporary
environmentalism.

DAN CHIRAS r “\

Solar Home Heating Basics
A Green Energy Guide

DAN CHIRAS

$12.95 / 5 x 8”/192 pages

PB ISBN 978-0-86571-663-6
EBook ISBN 978-1-55092-508-1
An easy-to-understand introduction to

practical and affordable ways to heat your
home or office with the power of the sun.

WHY AND HOW TO
EAT LESS MEAT

e s 3
Teanor Boyle

High Steaks

Why and How to Eat Less Meat
ELEANOR BOYLE

$17.95 / 6 x9”/208 PAGES

PB ISBN 978-0-86571-713-8
EBOOKISBN 978-1-55092-499-2

A solution-oriented guide to
developing food systems that nourish
people and the planet.

Makiug Hom

Oun Homes sed Oun Lives
Serrin in Prac

i -
.'t " Sharon Ast

Making Home
Adapting our Homes and
Our Lives to Settle in Place
SHARON ASTYK

$19.95 / 6 X 9”/336 pages

PB ISBN 978-0-86571-671-1
EBook ISBN 978-1-55092-509-8
How settling for less can mean having
more.

A" EDITION

Toward
Sustainable
Communitie

_i‘S. g

Toward Sustainable
Communities

Solutions for Citizens and Their Govern-
ments — Completely Revised 4th Edition
MARK ROSELAND

$34.95 / 8 x 9”/400 pages

PB ISBN 978-0-86571-711-4

EBook ISBN 978-1-55092-506-7

The single most useful resource out there on
how to build and grow sustainable places.
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Janet Marie Rogers

The Third Crop: A personal and
historical journey into the photo albums
and shoeboxes of the Slocan Valley
1800s to early 1940s (Sono Nis $28.95)
by Rita Moir

The Chuck Davis History of
Metropolitan Vancouver
(Harbour $44.95) by Chuck Davis

Easy Way to Stop Smoking
(Sandhill Book Marketing $19.95)
by Allen Carr

Start & Run a Personal History
Business: Get Paid to Research
Family Ancestry and Write Memoirs
(Self-Counsel Press $23.95)

by Jennifer Campbell

Generation Us: The Challenge of
Global Warming (Orca $9.95)

by Andrew Weaver he new poet laureate of Victoria, Janet Marie Rogers, is a Mohawk who is pre-

paring to honour the centenary of the death of the Mohawk poet E. Pauline Johnson

Something Fierce: Memoirs of a
Revolutionary Daughter (Douglas &
Mclintyre $21) by Carmen Aquirre
Winner of CBC’s Canada Reads.

in 2013. Bornin Vancouver in 1963, Rogers has released two poetry collections, Red Erotic
(Qjistah, 2010) and in 2011, Unearthed (Leaf Press $17.95). She also hosts Native Waves
Radio on CFUV 101.9 fm in Victoria and broadcasts a Tribal Clefs music column every
Tuesday on CBC Radio One. Her radio documentary, Bring Your Drum (50 Years of Indig-
enous Protest Music), aired in 2011 on CBC’s Inside the Music.

Kyoto Kibosh |} o!i!g-

ollowing Canada swithdrawal from
the Kyoto Accord at the Durban
Conference on Climate Change in
December, 2011, OrcaBook Publishers sent
acopy of Dr. Andrew Weaver’s book,

Elusive Destiny: The Political
Vocation of John Napier Turner
(UBC Press $39.95) by Paul Litt
978-1-926655-33-8
I Just Ran: Percy Williams, World's
Fastest Human (Ronsdale Press
$23.95) by Samuel Hawley

The End of Growth: Adapting to Our
New Economic Reality (New Society
Publishers $17.95) by Richard Heinberg

Vancouver Noir:
Vancouver 1930-1960 (Anvil Press $25)
by John Belshaw and Diane Purvey

Somebody's Child: Stories about
Adoption (TouchWood Editions $19.95)

edited by Lynne Van Luven and
Bruce Gillespie

Crossing the Continent

(Talonbooks $18.95) by Michel Tremblay

* The current topselling titles from 12 major
BC publishing companies, in no particular order.

Edna Davis at the launch of her late
husband’s topseller, The Chuck Davis
History of Metropolitan Vancouver
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Generation Us—The Challenge of
Global Warming (Orca $9.95), to all 308
members of parliament.

“Now more than ever it's become criti-
cally important that society—and especially
our elected |eaders—accept responsibility for
globa warming,” Weaver says. “We've cre-
ated the problem; we must now be part of
thesolution.”

Generation Us explains the phenomenon
of global warming, outlines the threat it
presents to future generations and offers a
path toward solutions to the problem.

Weaver is the Canada Research Chair in
Climate Modelling and Analysis at the Uni-
versity of Victoria and a team member of
the Nobel-Peace-Prize-winning Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate Change. o7siss4s98002
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Canadians rally to demand

the Conservative government's
continued commitment to & ¥
the Kyoto Accord™
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For this issue, we gratefully
acknowledge the unobtrusive
assistance of Canada Council, a

Lr CoNssIL DES ARTS . .
DU CANADA continuous partner since 1988.

Deruns 957
I * Canadian
Heritage

BRITISH COLUMBIA
ARTS COUNCIL

Tre Canapa CounciL
FOR THE ARTS
SINCE 1957

Patrimoine
canadien

In-Kind Supporters:
Simon Fraser University Library;
Vancouver Public Library.
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b Most of me,
¥ why not take
most of me?

I
Robyn Michele Levy

It only gradually dawned on Robyn Michele Levy
that something waswrong. Levy had arigidleft arm, frozen

OURLIQUID

Royal Roads University professor Phillip Vannini has
spent five years conducting 400 interviews and taking 250
ferry ridesto examineferry-dependenceonidand and coastal
communitiesfor Ferry Tales: Mobility, Place, and Time
on Canada’sWest Coast (Routlege $32.50). He hopesto
trigger an understanding that our ferry systems are high-
ways to our homes.

978-0415883078

facial expressionsand an embarrassing
limp. Shelost her job after five years of
depression. But sheresisted her doctor’s
suggestion that she might have Parkin-
son’s—aneurodegenerative disease that
usualy strikesthe el derly—even though
her father had the disease and had exhib-
ited similar symptoms.

M ost of M e (Greystone $21.95) de-
scribes how Levy was diagnosed with
early onset Parkinson's at age 43, then
breast cancer eight months|ater. Along
the way, she repairs a broken relation-
shipwith her daughter, re-connectswith
new and old friends, and gainsanew ap-
preciation for her husband, Bergen.

L evy describesdisease-coping mecha-
nisms from deranged sexual fantasies
about her dentist-turned-rock-star flossing her teeth to de-
scriptionsof her Cry Lady—asobbing, blubbering woman
that inhabited her body. It'sproof positivethat hardship can
rekindlerelationships, and aheal thy mindset can overcome
severe physical challenges.

Penguin bound

In April of 2011, Gurjinder
Basran was awarded the
Ethel Wilson Fiction Prize
b4 for her first novel, Every-
3 thing Was Good-bye.
B Mother Tongue Publishing
) on Saltspring Island has
R now sold Canadian rights
S Penguin Canada. Every-
thing Was Good-bye will be
re-launched thisyear asaPen-
guin paperback and e-book.

Phillip Vannini

978-1-55365-632-6

Orwell would approve

F.S. Michaels’ first book, Monoculture: How One
Sory isChanging Everything (Red Clover Press $16.25),
has been awarded the 2011 George Orwell Prize for out-
standing contributionsto thecritical analysisof public dis-
course. It examines how the precedence of the economic
story inour livesdeeply influencessix fundamental areasof
life—work, communities, physica and spiritual health, edu-
cation, creativity, and our relationshipswith othersand the
environment. Previousrecipientsinclude Pulitzer Prize-win-
ner Charlie Savage, televisonhost Jon Stewart of
the Daily Show, linguist Noam
Chomsky and cultural critic Neil
Postman. The annual prize was
awarded in Chicago by the National
Council of Teachers of English
(NCTE), which has over 35,000
membersand subscribersworldwide.

978-0986853807
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Antony Holland as
Lear with Layla
Alizada as Cordelia

in King Lear (2002)

— at Studio 58.

A

‘Anto

WITHOUT CLEOPATRA

With a naked cover image angled more towards
Benny Hill than King Lear, James Hawkins’
admiring biography Antony’s Private Parts (Bliss Publi-
cations $19.95) nonetheless verifies that Antony Hol-
land has had a prodigious career, on stage and on screen,
from Shakespeare to Alan Aykbourn, since the 1930s.

This memoir-like biography offers tales of the Bristol Old
Vic Theatre Company, formed in 1945 out of the Theatre
Royal Bristol, as well as brushes with Hollywood royalty
such as Katharine Hepburn.

“True to his Stanislavski principles,” as Hawkins puts it,
Holland was never averse to forming abiding friendships
with women, creating dramas in his off-stage life. Still a
would-be ladies man, Holland’s greatest love appears to be
the theatre itself.

According to Hawkins, “Antony consistently drove his
first wife mad by his refusal to get a ‘real job.”

Still-vigorous as an actor at age 91, Holland was forci-
bly retired at age 65, in 1985, as the long-time mentor at
Langara College’s Studio 58 theatre program in Vancouver.
We learn Holland chose the name Studio 58 because it was
the room number for the program. Regrettably, too few of
his hundreds of gifted students responded to Hawkins’
requests for input so the Studio 58 section is thin.

Antony’s Private Parts scratches the surface of some-
one who deserves the adjective great more than grey.

A paperback version is newly available. 978-0-9877852-1-3

We can't
do it without

YA

IT’SBEEN AWHILE SINCE WE’ VE
said THANK YOU to all
our brave booksellers
around the province who
help us provideyou with the
latest news about B.C.
books into our 25th year.
Whileweregret the govern-
ment’s closure of Crown
Publications bookstore in
Victoria, we celebrate the
endurance of our smallest
retail partner—teensy
32 Books
on Hornby |sland, managed
by Judi Stransman.




sononis

PRESS

Celebrating 44 Years of Publishing in Canada

Painting My Life
A Memoir of Love, Art, and
Transformation

phyllis serota

Phyllis Serota

“Serota’s work is an insightful
portrayal of humanity—the
micro and the macro of what

Ty

punting my If

it is to be human. Her rich
and direct paintings are about
her, her family, being Jewish,

memory, and the impacts
of the world around her. Painting My Life is a sensitive, poignant
biography in word and art. The paintings, from more than thirty
years, trace Serota’s evolution with form, colour, light, and depth.
Serota is a truly significant Canadian artist, as this book clearly
demonstrates.” —PATRICIA BOVEY, FRSA, Art Historian & Consultant, Former Director
of the Art Gallery of Greater Victoria and the Winnipeg Art Gallery
Stunning full-colour reproductions. A page-turning insight into
the place where art and life meet.

978-1-55039-188-6 « 85X 9 « 240 pp « 168 photos « paper » $28.95

More English than the English
A Very Social History of Victoria

Terry Reksten, foreword and
revisions by Rosemary Neering

Twenty-five years ago, Terry Reksten,
who died in 2001, wrote More English
than the English “for those who might not
usually find pleasure in reading about the

MORE
ENGLISH
THAN THE ENGLISH

TERRY REKSTEN

past,” and strove to create a social history
that portrayed the spirit of the times
from the mid-nineteenth century into the 1930s. Deliberately
selective and anecdotal, this is a delightful collection of stories and
sagas of the people who fashioned a fort, a town, and finally, a city
on the rocks and meadows of southern Vancouver Island.

978-1-55039-186-2 « 6Xx9 « 232 pp + 100+ photos + paper « $19.95

All That Glitters

A Climber’s Journey Through
Addiction and Recovery

Margo Talbot
Margo Talbot’s unflinchingly honest

account of a childhood characterized
by abuse and neglect, her descent
into depression, addiction, and

rQ: L W A criminal activity is both heartbreaking

and, ultimately, inspiring. Finding
redemption and healing through her passion for the outdoors and,
in particular, ice climbing, this memoir is a stirring testament to
the power of the human spirit and the healing force of nature.

“Ihis inspiring real-life story shows us that our lives’ biggest
challenges can also be our greatest opportunities for personal growth,
transformation, and enlightenment. Margo is magnificent!”

—BiLL PHILLIPS, AUTHOR OF THE #I NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER, Body—for-LIFE.

978-1-55039-182-4 + 6 X9 + 192 pages « photos « paper - $19.95

Sono Nis Press

Working with Wool

A Coast Salish Legacy & the
Cowichan Sweater

Sylvia Olsen

Cowichan sweaters, with their
distinctive bands of design and
untreated, handspun wool,
have been a British Columbia

icon since the early years of the
twentieth century, but few people
know the full story behind the garment. Sylvia Olsen tells the tale,
drawing on her own experience, academic research, and her four-
decade friendship with some of the Coast Salish women who have
each knitted hundreds of sweaters.

* Winner of the Lieutenant-Governor’'s Medal for Historical Writing
« City of Victoria Butler Book Prize (Nominee)
* George Ryga Award for Social Awareness in Literature (Nominee)

978-1-55039-177-0 » 8.5 X 9.25 » 328 pages - 165 photos « cloth » $38.95

The Third Crop

A personal and historical
journey into the photo albums
and shoeboxes of the Slocan
Valley 1800s to early 1940s

Rita Moir

The Third Crop serves a visual
feast to lovers of the province’s
history, with more than 160
historic photographs beautifully juxtaposed with contemporary
images of the valley. Moir’s insights into the history of a place she

deeply loves and respects, and her reflections on her experiences
living there, are a significant contribution to understanding this
vibrant part of British Columbia.

978-1-55039-184-8 - 9.25 X 8.5+ 175 pages - 180 photos - paper - $28.95

The Riddle of the Raven
A Sailing Ship Possessed by a Ghost

Jan deGroot

When Jan de Groot decided to purchase
Raven, a 140-foot gaff-rigged ketch,

in order to provide sailing adventures
tor underprivileged children in BC, he
had no idea of the bizarre adventure
that lay ahead. His voyage began with

a crew of thirty-one who set sail in the
Bahamas to bring the ship to her new home in Vancouver. Almost
immediately, strange events began to rattle the crew and all were
affected by the presence of the ghost who haunted the ship and
cursed the voyage with its paranormal skullduggery.

'The Riddle of the Raven is a wonderful read for all those who
love tales about ships and the sea, and for those who are intrigued
by the paranormal.

978-1-55039-183-1 « 6 X9 + 200 pp + photos - paper « $15.95

1-800-370-5228 « www.sononis.com « books@sononis.com
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DIVE INTO SPRING .

FREEDOM
CLIMBERS

Freedom Climbers
Bernadette McDonald

Canada’s most decorated book of mountain literature. Winner of the
Boardman Tasker Prize (UK), the Grand Prize at the Banff Mountain Book
Festival (CAN) and the American Alpine Club’s Literary Award (USA).

RMB $32.95

Lost Nuke

The Last Flight of Bomber 075
Dirk Septer

In 1950 a USAF bomber carrying a
nuclear bomb crashed in BC’s Coast
Mountains, not in the Pacific Ocean as
reported. What really happened?
Heritage House $19.95

AMAZING STORIES

CODE NAME
HABBAKUK

Made i b

Code Name Habbakuk
A Secret Ship Made of Ice
L.D. Cross

In late 1942, Britain was desperate to
win the Battle of the Atlantic. Would
its secret weapon be an undetectable
aircraft carrier made of ice?
Heritage House $9.95

Kilts on the Coast
The Scots Who Built BC
Jan Peterson

Delve deep into the roots of Vancouver
Island’s Scottish presence, tracing the lives
of such pioneers as Sir James Douglas,
Robert Dunsmuir and their descendants.
Heritage House $22.95

Waggoner Cruising Guide 2012
The Complete Boating Reference
Mark Bunzel

This guide provides complete information
about marinas, fuel docks, border crossings,
radio requirements and more. It also includes

more than 152 maps and 300 photos.
Fine Edge Publishing $24.95

-~ TINSMITH |

. "Tim BoWLING

Chilcotin Yarns
Bruce Watt

“Bruce Watt knows how to spin a
laugh-out-loud yarn that captivates
and enchants the reader.”
—lan Ferguson, author of
Village of the Small Houses
Heritage House $17.95

EWS

THE ADVENTUR!

GERRY;

Furrows in the Sky
The Adventures of Gerry Andrews
Jay Sherwood
Gerry Andrews’ aerial photography
dramatically altered forestry in BC in the
late 1930s, Andrews’ remarkable life left
an indelible mark on British Columbia.
Royal BC Museum, $19.95

THE

WITH THE

=~ CATHYACE

AMAZING STORIES

FIRE
CANOES

ANTHONY DALTON

Fire Canoes
Steamboats on Great Canadian Rivers
Anthony Dalton

Travel back in time to the decades
when steamboat whistles echoed
across a vast land of powerful rivers.
Heritage House $9.95

All the Dirt

Reflections on Organic Farming
Rachel Fisher, Heather Stretch, Robin Tunnicliffe

New farmers, experienced growers, budding
environmentalists and fans of natural, organic
produce alike will find ground to love in this
must-read book on small-scale organic farming.
TouchWood Editions, $29.95

A Cowherd in Paradise
From China to Canada
May Q. Wong

The remarkable story of a couple forced
to live apart for 25 years due to Canada’s
exclusionary immigration laws. “Required
reading.” —Jan Wong, author of Red China Blues
Brindle & Glass, $24.95

The Tinsmith

Tim Bowling

“An odyssey that spans a continent—from
the Civil War battlefields, to the British

Columbia salmon canneries—The Tinsmith is

an ambitious and spellbinding read.”
—Helen Humphreys
Brindle & Glass, $21.95

The Corpse with the Silver Tongue
Cathy Ace

The first novel in the Cait Morgan mystery
series is set in the south of France, where
hatred simmers in the heat, and a man
seemingly admired, and certainly feared,
drops dead at a dinner party.
TouchWood Editions, $14.95

AVAILABLE WHERE FINE BOOKS ARE SOLD OR FROM

HERITAGE GROUP DISTRIBUTION

1.800.665.3302

HGDISTRIBUTION.COM
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Deadly Accusations
Debra Purdy Kong

Delve into a deadly world of secrets and
people fighting to maintain control at any cost.
A murdered co-worker, gunshots and violence
on the buses are all part of the second book in

the Casey Holland mystery series.
TouchWood Editions, $14.95




AS A NOVEL ABOUT BLACK OR
“half-blood” musicians in
Berlin and Paris whose lives
are threatened by the onset
of World War Il, Esi
Edugyan’s Half-Blood
Blues first came to interna-
tional attention when it was
shortlisted for the Man
Booker Prize in England,
where it was first published.

Her sophomore novel,
Half-Blood Blues has since
won the $50,000 Giller Prize
in Canada. It was also
shortlisted for a Governor
General’s Award and the
Rogers Writers Trust Fiction
Prize.

Publication was delayed
in Canada with the demise
of Key Porter Books.
Edugyan’s husband Steven
Price, whose first novel
was published by Thomas
Allen in Ontario, encouraged
his editor Patrick Crean
to read the manuscript and
accept it for publication.

Edugyan soon found her-
self a finalist for four major
literary awards, having just
given birth to her first child.
Born and raised in Calgary,
Edugyan lives in Victoria.

We asked Joan Givner
to review both of Esi
Edugyan’s novels.

Half-Blood Blues by Esi Edugyan
(Thomas Allen $24.95)

The Second Life of Samuel Tyne
by Esi Edugyan (Knopf $17.95)

N BOTH HER NOVELS,

Es Edugyan illuminates

little-known corners of

black history, and showsthe
forces of racial hatred militating
againgt, and ultimately destroying,
the black person of extraordinary
talent.

Her first novel, The Second
Life of Samuel Tyne, issetina
small Albertatown, established as
a black community by fugitives
from the southern United States.
Hereinthe 1960s, decades after it
haslost itsblack identity, Tynear-
riveswith hisfamily. Aneconomic
forecaster by profession, his real
love is electronics, his ability to
create a rudimentary computer
marking him asavisionary. How-
ever, he is an immigrant from
Ghana, and hisworld isnot hospi-
table to a black visionary. What
followsisthe steady erosion of his
dreams and the devastation of his
family. He left the city to follow
hisvocation, fearing anignomini-
ous epitaph: “he made it to the
end.” After all hisstrugglesthose
words sum up hislife exactly. As
Faulkner wroteof hisblack char-
acters, “They endured.”

~ How
- the

HRDIVINE
MADNESS
6ART PREVAILS

Esi Edugyan’'s note-perfect tribute to
Afro-German jazzin the Third Reich.
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Thisbleak chroniclehasacast
of grotesques—monstrous twins
(right out of MarjorieWallace's
1986 book, The Slent Twins), and
the town’s deputy mayor and his
wife, ared-neck couplethat arrives
on Tyne'sdoorstep shouting, “ Call
the Guinness Book—we made it
here in less than a month.” Even
the comedy of their anticsand dia-
loguecannot relievetheoverwhelm-
ing heaviness of the story.

Seven years after this debut,
Edugyan found abody of material
that intensified her themes and
focussed them brrilliantly. Thechar-
actersof Half-Blood Bluesarejazz
musicians in Nazi Germany and,
assuch, they facethreatsfar more
dire than the bigotry of rura Al-
berta. Not only isthe mixed race of
the performers abhorrent to Nazi
ideology, but the music itself is
anahema

It was a plague sent out by the
dread black hordes, engineered
by the Jews. Us Negroes, see, we
was only half to blame—we just
can't help it. Savages just got a
natural feel for filthy rhythms,
no self-control to speak of.

For any writer, the Holocaust
is dangerous subject matter since
the good-versus-evil dichotomy
invites (almost condones) melo-

drama. Edugyan ne-
gotiatestheterritory
deftly. In focussing
onblack victims, she
neither diminishes
Jewish suffering, nor
4 makesevery German

Joan aNazi collaborator.
Of her sx musicians,
GIVNER the Jewish pianistis

deported to Sachsenhausen, one
German cravenly abandons the
group, whilethe hochgeboren man-
ager riskshislifeto savetheblack
performers. Theseare Sid Griffiths
and Chip Jones, African-Americans
from Bdtimore, and theyoung gen-
ius, Hieronymus Falk. He is a
Mischling (mongrel) the son of a
Senagd esesoldier and awhite Ger-
man mother. It is the fate of this
trio that the book traces, as they
flee Berlin for Paris, only to
arrive as the army of occupation
movesin.

Sid Griffiths, anti-hero, agood
but not grest musician, isthenarra-
tor. Naturally for such a polyglot
group, communication is a prob-
lem. Sid explainshow they (and the
author) solveit:

We talked like mongrels see—
half German, half Baltimore bar
slang. Just a few scrapsof French
between us. Only real language
| spoke aside from English was
Hochdeutsch.

Theidiomthey improviseisas
spontaneous, lively, and rhythmic
astheir music. It alowsthe witty
repartee of Chip Jonesto run coun-
terpoint to the harrowing events,
creating asustained chiaroscuro ef-
fect. Thenovel’sother styligticdis-
tinctionistheperfectly calibrated,

. cyclical arrangement of thesix sec-
¢ tions, alternating between past and
5 present. Only at the end, do the
g implications of the opening seg-
% ment becomeclear.

continued on next page




continued from previous page

Thescenes—ameetinginadis-
used Jewish bath house, hiding out
inan abandoned night club, waiting
for forged papers in the baronial
manor of aprominent official, aside
trip to Hagenbeck’s*“ human zoo”
outside Hamburg, lying low in a
dingy Montmartre apartment—
provideapanoramacof lifein Nazi
Germany and of Parisin thefirst
months of the occupation.

[

A LIST OF SOURCES AUTHENTICATES
Edugyan’s picture of Afro-Ger-
mans, blacksand jazz musiciansin
the Third Reich. Shealsoincludes
atrueportrait of L ouisArmstrong
among her characters. It emphasizes
Armstrong’s commitment to
Judaism, the legacy of his child-
hood, when he was nurtured by a
Jewish family in New Orleans.
Armstrong isseamlesdy integrated
into the plot when he passes on
the mantle of his genius to
Hieronymus.

Edugyan’sfocus on the music
givesthe narrativeits deeper reso-
nance; and her description of jazz
extends by implication to al art

forms—musicd, visua and literary.

BLACK

ACredit To Your Race by Truman Green
(Anvil Press $18)

CCLAIMED CANADIAN
director Nor man Jewison
explored U.S. racerelations

in his 1967 release In the Heat of
theNight. The Oscar-winning film
features Sidney Poitier asaPhila-
del phiahomicide detectivewhore-
luctantly takes the lead in a
backwoods Mississippi murder
investigation.

Inanow legendary scene, Poitier
interrogates a white plantation
owner who, enraged by his" effron-

tery,” dapshimintheface. Poitier
returns the slap, a bold
move (evenfor themov-
ies) during an erawhen
racist whites routinely
killed blackswithimpu-
nity.

Truman Green de-
liverssimilarly charged
momentsin A Credit to
Your Race. First pub-

She addresses the mystery of ar-
tistic creativity—itscollaborative
nature, thejealousy itinspires, its
tendency to transcend the indi-
vidua artist, and the rare appear-
anceof genius. Sid, heartbroken by
Armstrong'srejection, bitterly con-
siderstheunfair distribution of tal-
ent:
Gifts is divided so damn
unevenly...In every other walk of
life, a jack can work to get what
he want. But ain't no amount of
toil going to get you a lick more
talent than you was born with.
Geniuses ain't made, brother,
they just is. And | just was not.
ButitistheNazi official, alover
of classical music, who speaksthe
most poignant words on the sub-
ject. “Dedication,” hesays, “canbe
geniusinitsownright.” Hisstate-
ment isprophetic, for itisSidwho
ensuresthe creation and survival of
thegreat pieceof music. Hedoesso
by committing an act of betrayal
that recallsFaulkner’swords:
The writer’s only responsibility
istohisart...he hasa dream... If
a writer has to rob his mother,
hewill not hesitate; the“ Ode on
a Grecian Urn” is worth any
number of old ladies.

didn’t have anything against me
personally, but he had seen it hap-
pen too many times when he was
inthearmy oversess. ... Too many
coloured soldiers (or whatever he
called them) got white girls preg-
nant and then refused to marry
them. ... These Canadian men of
colour just up and left thousands
of poor little white girls knocked
up al over theworld.”

Billy responds with a cheeky
sarcasm that courses throughout
thenovel and servesto endear the
narrator to the reader: “But Mary
... there’'sonly about one coloured
solider inthewhole Canadianarmy.
Surely hecouldn’t bere-
sponsiblefor al this.”

At atimewhen many
adolescents are obsessed
with computer games,
music videos and their
ubiquitous cell phones,
Greengivesvoicetoape-
riod during which roller
skating rinks, ice cream

lished in 1973, the novel hasbeen
reissued as part of the Vancouver
125 BooksL egacy Project. Incel-
ebration of the city’s 125th anni-
versary last year, the program
republished ten classictitles.

Set in Surrey, circa 1960, A
Credit to Your Race chronicles a
romance between narrator Billy
Robinson, a 15-year-old black
youth and Mary Baker, his 14-
year-old white neighbour. Their li-
aison draws the wrath of family
members, teachersand schoolmates
who, for various reasons, disap-
proveof interracial relationships.
The most vocal opponent of the
couple’'sunionisMary’sfather, a
farmer inwhat was, fifty yearsago,
arural community onthe outskirts
of Vancouve.

“One day out in the hayloft at
the back of her place, Mary said
shewasstarting to hate her father,”

Green writes. “Apparently he

parlors and drive-in movies were
central toteenagelife. Indeed, Billy
revelsinan activity that islikely to
surprisereaderswho’ ve been bom-
barded with mediaimages of young
black men festooned in baggy
pants, gaudy jewelry and backward
baseball caps. The protagonist of
ACredit to Your Raceisbetter lik-
enedtothelate country singer Wilf
Carter thantothe Torontorap star
Drake.

Here, Billy rideshisbicycleto
Mary’shouse (she'ssitting onthe
front stepsreading anewspaper!),
to remind her of their upcoming
date: “ You know we regoing square
dancing. ... Squaredancing wasthe
best ... we' dsmileat thelyricsand
‘do-si-do,’ asthey say, and every-
thing that went with that.”

Inadeft plot moveearly inthe
text, Green introduces an element
that raises suspense and fuelsthe
flames of the novel’salready blis-

|

Esi Edugyan at the Giller Award ceremony, Toronto.

tering racia tension. WithMary’s
parentsaway on holiday, theteens
enjoy moretimein the hayloft.

“Those two weeks were prob-
ably the best of my entire life,”
Greenwrites. “Besidesjust feeling
likeanormal human being and not
havingto hidearound cornerslikea
burglar... we did all kinds of
things.”

“That last night beforethe Bak-
ersgot back... knowingthe... stu-
pid sneaking-around would soon be
starting up... put usin a kind of
desperatemood,” Green continues.

|
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Truman Green

“Wherewe' d always stop and go
home, something happened that
night and we ended up going alot
further than we' d intended.”

Green employs skilled pacing
and pointed sub-plots—" Scout-
master O’ Rellly wanted to seeme
box because hehad someideathat
I’d beanatural”—to keep readers
enthralled as the nerve-wracked
adolescentsawait theresult of their
unintended splendour. This, before
pregnancy test kitsbecamereadily
availableat any pharmacy (to say
nothing of online outlets).

TION

Theultimate affirmation of the
novel isthat “Half-Blood Blues’ is
produced, and that afragment—a
mere 3 minutes and thirty-three
seconds—survives. That outcome
carriesafaint echo of the conclu-
sion to Eliot’s vision of a devas-
tated world, The Waste Land:

These fragments | have shored
up against my ruins...
Hieronymo’s mad again

It is the divine madness of art
that produces the things of value
(often mere shards) that we find
again after thedestruction endsand
the tides of ignorance and hatred
recede.

However, nothing in Esi
Edugyan’s work is unshaded and
unambiguous. The final irony is
that the music produced secretly
inasqualid studio, asthelast defi-
ant cry before its creators are si-
lenced, enduresto gain mainstream
acceptance. Itisembalmed inthe
trappingsof success (aconference
and adocumentary film) by acriti-
cal establishment, whichin another
era, colludedinitsdenigration.

9780887627415

Biographer and novelist Joan
Givner writesfromMill Bay.

“Mary seemed to love me, al
right,” Greenwrites. “ Sheevensaid
we could run away and elope... if
her dad threatened me. But at least
| wasn't that dumb. ... Where'sa
fifteen-year-old coloured boy and
afourteen-year-old whitegirl go-
ingtohide?’

Feeling cornered on every front,
Billy explodeswhen Mary, reiter-
ating “wisdom” gleaned from her
father, announcesthat mixed-race
childrenare“alot dumber than all
whiteor all coloured... and that a
lot of them aredeformed.”

“Youknow Mary, your dad'sa
fuckingidiot,” Billy asserts.

As for Mary’s mom, she one
day summons Billy to her
Oldsmobilewhere she sharesaper-
sonal saga that prompts another
plot twist. “I thought of the word,
dilemma... and that waswhat Mrs.
Baker was,” Green writes. “A di-
lemma”

A Credit To Your Race is en-
hanced by aclosinginterview with
Truman Green that detailsthe evo-
lution of thenovel anditsintrigu-
ing publication history. Green
recallsa1970s-erapublisher who,
disaffected with hisnarrative style,
had rejected the manuscript (“He
constantly tellsthe reader how he
feds’).

“1 feel that Billy’s thoughts,
expressed directly tothereader, are
the most interesting and touching
parts of the book,” notes Green, a
UBC graduateand now retired con-
tractor who livesin Surrey. “1 re-
member thinking that perhapsthe
publisher should reread Anne
Frank’sdiary or The Catcher inthe
R’

Ditto. 978-1897535868

Biographer of AliceWalker, Evelyn
C. White is the author of Every
GoodbyeAin't Gone: APhoto Nar-
rative of Black Heritage on Salt
Soring Island.
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The
Environmental

Rights David R.

Revolution

A Global Study of Constitutions, Human
Rights, and the Environment

DAVID R. BOYD

Boyd

The right to a healthy environment has been the subject of
extensive philosophical debates that revolve around the question:
Should rights to clean air, water, and soil be entrenched in law?
David Boyd answers this by moving beyond theoretical debate
to measure the practical effects of enshrining the right in
constitutions. His pioneering analysis of 193 constitutions and
the laws and court decisions of more than 100 nations in Europe,
Latin America, Asia, and Africa reveals a positive correlation
between constitutional protection and stronger environmental
laws, smaller ecological footprints, superior environmental
performance, and improved quality of life.

February 2012, 978-0-7748-2161-2 pb $34.95
468 pages, 3 maps, 10 charts, 22 tables

The Environmental Rights Revolution

A Global Study of Constitutions, Human Rights, and the Environment

66 DavidR. Boyd'’s thorough and carefully presented
research provides a clear and detailed account of how
environmental rights are being implemented throughout
the world. After an initial orientation to the philosophical
debates about human rights and the environment, Boyd
moves on deftly to investigate which arguments are
vindicated in practice. Identifying the evidence available
about the practical effectiveness of environmental rights,
he provides an invaluable assessment of developments
to date as well as a guide to promising future directions of

research. This extremely well written book is an essential

guide to environmental rights in theory and in practice. 99

- Professor Tim Hayward, University of Edinburgh

Unnatural Law
Rethinking Canadian
Environmental Law
and Policy

David R. Boyd

Winner, 2004 Best Book
of the Year(Environment),
Canadian Geographic
Magazine

This award-winning book
comprehensively assesses
the strengths and weak-
nesses of Canadian environ-
mental law.

2003, 978-0-7748-1049-4
pb $32.95, 488 pages

CORPORATE SOCIAL

! RESPONSIBILITY wad
i ——E} FHE STATE

: :'i International Approaches
W tir Fuvest Co-Rrguleition

J JANE LISTER

Corporate Social
Responsibility and

the State

International Approaches
to Forest Co-Regulation
Jane Lister

An engaging analysis of the pos-
sibilities and limits of voluntary
corporate social responsibility
in safeguarding global environ-
mental and social well-being.

January 2012
978-0-7748-2034-9

pb $34.95

304 pages, 38 figures, 48 tables

Wet Prairie

People, Land, and Water
in Agricultural Manitoba
Shannon Stunden Bower
A timely account of state and

settler attempts to manage
Manitoba's wet prairie.

January 2012
978-0-7748-1853-7
pb $34.95

264 pages, 10 maps

N2
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Available from fine bookstores near you * Order online at www.ubcpress.ca « Order by phone 1.800.565.9523 (UTP Distribution) ¢ Follow us on Twitter: @UBCPress thought that counts

New From Oolichan Books

Fernie, B.C. - www.oolichan.com - info@oolichan.com

Kid Dynamite

Ron Smith

978-0-88982-276-4

Biography - 370 pages
16 Pages of Photos
Hardcover + $30.00

“New book’s a dynamire read.”
~Jim BENDER, ToronTO SUN

“...well-researched and
engaging...”

~CLEVE DHEENSAW,
Vicroria Times-CoLONIST
& VANCOUVER SUN

Win Books from Oolichan

Visit www.oolichan.com and enter

our contest to win a selection of
titles, a set for yourself and one for
your local library.

o
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What Echo Heard

Gordon Sombrowski

978-0-88982-279-5
Fiction - 224 pages
Paperback = $21.85

“This is a beautiful collection

of tales: warm, beguiling in its . .

humour, and heart-felt. Each
story seems to say: ‘Come, sit
on this bench. I have a secret
to tell you...”

~PETER OLIVA, AUTHOR OF
THE Criv oF Yes

YVR

W.H. New

978-0-88982-280-1
Poetry - 128 pages
Paperback * $17.95

“Bill New, in these fabulous
poems, becomes the stroller
in the city, the busy idler, the
flaneur. He is seduced by the
flawed city he dares to love;
he invites the reader to an
equal daring.”

~RoBErT KROETSCH
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The Village of
Many Hats

Caroline Woodward
978-0-88982-284-9
Young Readers (age 7-10)

112 pages
Paperback + $9.95

It takes a village to raise a
child and to care for families
in crisis. Caroline Woodward
also shows it takes a child
and a wise hat-maker, to save

a village.

Grows That Way

Susan Ketchen
978-0-88982-285-6

YA Fiction - 212 pages
Paperback = $12.95

“

. .. readers will want to
spend as much time as they
can in Sylvia’s world.”

- GLOBE AND MAIL



Butterfly Winter by W.P. Kinsella
(Enfield & Wizenty $29.95)

VIDENTLY THE HEAD
trauma from a 1997 car
accident hasnot inhibited

W.P.Kinsella’simagination.

Unableto concentrate after be-
inginjured asapedestrian, Kinsella
didlittlefor fiveyearsand consid-
ered himself to beretired—but has
since become one of the country’s
top Scrabble competitors.

After a 15-year hiatus from
publishing hiswork, thewizard of
diamond it and magic realism has
rebounded with gusto for Butter -
fly Winter, another basebal |l novel.

“ Butterfly Winter came about
because | read an article about the
migration of monarch butterflies
from Canadaand the USA towin-
terinMexico,” Kinsdlatold BCBW.
“1 made that into a short story. |
had another short story about
twinswho play catchintheir moth-
er’'swomb. | combined thetwo sto-
ries for a novel, then rewrote it
several times, changing narrators,
and making the novel more of an
interview.”

Two chapterswere previously
published in a dlightly different
form, as short stories. “Buitterfly
Winter,” appeared in Red Wolf, Red
Wolf, in 1987, and “ The Battery,”
inThe Thrill of the Grass, 1985.

Kinsdlatold BCBWhisprimary
literary influencefor Butterfly Win-
ter was What The Crow Said, a
novel by Robert Kroetsch. Quirky
and convoluted, Kinsella slong-in-
cubated novel offers cabbages
waltzing, herons bayoneting vil-
lainsand butterfliespunishing evil-
doers.

Thestoryislargely setinafic-
tional country called the Republic
of Courteguay, located between
Haiti and the Dominican Republic.

- iE k]
i, T e oL .

WALTZING CABBAGES

o e

EICTION

& BASEBALL IN THEWOMB

Magic and mayhem highlight W.P. Kinsella’s
first novel in more than a decade

“When | started the novel,”
Kinsella says, “l thought
Courteguay was areal country in
Central America, butitisn’t, so |
moved it to Hispaniola.”

[ALatin Americandictatorship
called Corteguay was first imag-
ined by novelist Harold Robbinsin
The Adventurers, a trashy novel
that became a trashy movie in
1969.—Ed]

Lifein Courteguay changeswith
the arrival of a baseball
missionary named Sandor
Boatly who brings the
word of baseball to the
masses. There is an ex-
tremely unreliablenarra- |
tor named The Wizard
who says, “The word
chronological isnotinthe
Courteguayan language,

Cherie
THIESSEN

villain asthe hero. Herescuesthe
kidnapped Julio fromtheguerillas
by buying them off with colourful
uniforms, descending grandly from
the sky in his beloved hot air bal-

loon.
[l

THE NOVEL’S PROTAGONISTS ARE
the pitching battery of Julio and
Esteban who start playing catchin
their mother’s womb. These
miraculoustwinsareborntoanim-
poverished and aston-
ished couple, Hector and
FernandelaPimental.
Astoddlers, thedash-
ing Julio and plodding
Esteban amazed interna-
tional touristswho came
towatch thedigpered pair
play bassbdl intheir nurs-
ery. At ten, they were off

neither issequence.”

The considerable cast of char-
actersinthisnovel turnsout to be
shorter than it appears. Werealize
the wizard and prime narrator is
also Sandor Boatly, The Old Dic-
tator, Jorge Blanco and Octavio
Court, the founder and namesake
of Courteguay, rolledinto one. And
couldthewizard also bethevillain,
Dr. Lucius Noir, responsible for
banishing baseball, for untold
daughters, and any number of des-
picableacts?

There'snothing our sleazy nar-
rator can’t do. He's as often the

toAmericato play onthe*only ma-
jor leeguebaseball tesminthe True
South,” apparently the Atlanta
Braves. Super star Julio will only
pitch to his sibling, even though
Esteban fallsfar short of hisbroth-
er'shrilliance.

The beautiful Quita Garza,
Julio’struelove, could conceivably
also be an Alpha butterfly, or a
heron, or existintheretinue of one
night standsto which Julio eventu-
ally succumbs.

While much of the narration
belongstothewizard, agringojour-
nalist also elbowshisway onto the

|
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page, and, unlikethewizard, hedoes
not shift shapes. He's just trying
to do his job, attempting to sort
out fact from fiction, past from
present, and villain from champion.

Theintrepidjournalist hasbeen
over four monthson the story, un-
tangling the wizard's stories, and
he’s no longer on an expense ac-
count, but heisdetermined towrite
the history of Courteguay and its
famousbaseball twins.

Logic and time wobble about
like the proverbia Jell-O on the
wall; we havefirst-person segues
into third-person narration in the
same chapter, and people don't
necessarily stay murdered.

Thebook’s division into three
sections, each with a myriad of
short chapters, seems as whimsi-
cal asthe plot. Each chapter isti-
tled by a name: usually The
Wizard, or The Gringo Journalist,
occasionally Julio Pimental, Hec-
tor Pimental, (thetwins' father), or
QuitaGarza. But that doesn’t nec-
essarily mean that chapter isdeliv-
ered from that character’ spoint of
view, or that it will even have any-
thing to dowith that character.

With its time bending, shape
shifting and desth defying zaniness,
Butterfly Winter kicksmagic real -
ismup anotch. Themainthread of
consistency iswonderful writing:

Properly played, baseball con-
sisted of mathematics, geom-

3 VyP Kinsella at L ady
il -Eiranklin’sRock

.1.“1!

% LAURA SAWCHUCK PHOTO

etry, art, philosophy, ballet, and
carnival, al intertwined like the
mystical ribbons of color in a

rainbow.
[

KINSELLA HAS BEEN ASKED COUNT-
less times by interviewers, ‘why
baseball? He puts part of hisan-
swer into Sandor Boatly’sexcited
revelation: “The field is not en-
closed. The possibilities are end-
less. Thereisnowhistleto suspend
play, thereisno clock tosignal an
ending.”

Sothe possibilitiesin Butterfly
Winter arelikewiseendless.

“Magicisonly something you
haven't seen before,” the wizard
saysto Julio.

So how come Butterfly Winter
wasreleased by alittle-knownim-
print in Manitoba? That's almost
ashizarreasthenovel.

Asthemanwho wrote Shoeless
Joe, thebasisfor themovie, Field
of Dreams, surely Kinsellacan get
published anywhere he chooses.
But noway, Julio.

“Let's faceit,” Kinsella says,
“the offer to publish from Enfield
& Wizenty wasthe only offer. So
I’'m happy they decided to award
metheir Colophon Prize and pub-
lishthenovel.

“Major publisherswant huge
sales. Something like 60% of all
books are sold in Canadawithin
a hundred miles of Toronto. |
have never been a big seller in
Ontario.

“My novel Box Socialssoldlike
70,000 hardcover copies in the
USA, but when my next novel was
ready they not only didn’t want to
buy it, they didn’t want to read it.
Reason? Not enough sales in
Canada.” 978-1926531168

Cherie Thiessen reviews fiction
fromPender Iand.
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Y All Roads Lead to Wells
Stories of the Hippie Days

Susan Safyan
Cover by Bob Masse
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LEAVING NOW

novel
Arleen Paré

THE TASTE OF ASHES
novel
Sheila Peters

TEARS OF MEHNDI

novel
Raminder Sidhu

ATLIN’S ANGUISH
non-fiction
Brendan Lillis

LORNE GREENAWAY
non-fiction

Lorne Greenaway

with Kate Greenaway

CAITLIN-PRESS.COM
2\

THE LIBRARY BOOK:

A History of Service to British Columbians

by Dave Obee * Foreword by Sarah Ellis
Introduction by lona Campagnolo

Written by Times-Colonist
journalist and Friend-of-BC-
Libraries Dave Obee, this
handsome book marks the
100th anniversary of the
British Columbia Library
Association. A library retro-
spective, documented in
anecdotes and many beautiful
photographs, The Library
Book with the
circulating libraries main-
tained by the North-West
Company in the years of the
fur trade and progresses to
the present day. Obee’s
research brings to life some of the library world’s more memorable
predecessors and the events that shaped library development in BC.

THE LIBRARY BOOK

LIBRAE: -m‘ RYICE
D

starts

“In The Library Book author Dave Obee, a brilliant and articulate
chronicler, captures succinctly the exciting story of a century of library
service to British Columbians. It is an incredible work of historical significance
and indeed is an excellent read. A copy should be on everyone’s coffee table.”

— Ray Culos, Former head of the Library Development Commission

Order online: www.bcla.bc.ca/book

Also available at: Munro’s Books (Victoria) and
book’mark, The Library Store (Vancouver Public Library’s Central Branch)

Profits from the sale of The Library Book will support the
British Columbia Library Association

$50 (Bulk orders: $40) 11"x12" hard cover, 264 pages, 300 photos,
Adrian Raeside cartoons, extensive timeline and index; ISBN 978-0-9692614-9-0

NeEw FROM THE RovyaL BC MUSEUM

Furrows in the Sky
The Adventures of Gerry Andrews
Jay Sherwood

$19.05
May 2012

From his early days as a farm
hand and rural school teacher
to his long career in forestry
and surveying, Gerry Andrews
explored much of the province
and made many friends along
the way. His developments in
aerial photography in the 1930s
changed the way BC's forests
were managed and assisted the
Allies in the D-Day landings.

As BC's surveyor general from
1951 to 1968, he supervised the
mapping of the province's major
construction projects.

JAr Svamie

Return to Northern British Columbia
A Photojournal of Frank Swannell,

Surveying Central British Columbia
A Photojournal of Frank Swannell,

1920—28 1929-39
$39.95 $39.95
978-07726-5742-8 978-07726-6283-5

Royal BC Museum books are distributed by Heritage Group.

ﬁROYAL BC Museum
PuBLISHING

www.royalbcmuseum.bc.ca/publications
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EVERY FEW YEARS OR SO, WE LIKE
to take stock of what our sto-
rytellersare doing collectively.
So welcome to our latest om-
nibus about where B.C. writ-
ers are at—literally and
figuratively—including Anne
DeGrace (above), seen here
ontheshoresof Kootenay Lake.
Thesize of the publishing house
shouldn’'t matter, so we don't
discriminate against small fry.
Weleaveittoour readerstodis-
cern any thematic trends.

Oh, Sisters Brothers,
where art thou?

Overshadowed somewhat by Esi EAdugyan winning To-
ronto’s Giller Prize, Patrick deWitt won both the
$25,000 RogersWriters' Trust Fiction Prizeand the Gover-
nor General’sAward for Fiction for his sophomore novel,
TheSister sBrothers(Anansi $22.95). The Canadian-born
deWitt is getting half the press even though he has won
twice as much partially because he livesin Portland. His
offbeat novel isarollicking tale of two cowboy assassins,
Eli and Charlie Sisters, and their faithful horses, asthey are
tracking down a gold prospector with a secret. Born on
Vancouver Idand, deWitt was also nominated for the Giller
and long-listed for the Man Booker Prize. “I think of my
work asabit left-of-centre,” he has said. DeWitt has been
credited with a“ dark and gentletouch” in hisstorytelling.
DeWitt's previous novel, Ablutions, was published in 2009,
and hewrotethe screenplay for thefilm, Terri. 9781770800329

Patrick deWitt:
a bit left of

X In Richard Wagamese’s new novel Indian Horse
centre

(D&M $22.95) wemeet Saul Indian Horsewhoselast binge
almost killed him. Promo material describes Saul asareluc-
tant resident in atreatment centrefor a coholics: “ Saul wants
peace, and he grudgingly comesto seethat he'll find it only
through telling his story. With him, readers embark on a
journey back throughthelife he'sled asanorthern Ojibway,
withal itsjoysand sorrows... For Saul,
takenforcibly fromtheland and
his family when he's sent to
residential school, salvation
comesfor awhilethrough
his incredible gifts as a
hockey player. Butinthe
harsh realities of 1960s
Canada, he battles obdu-
rateracism and the spirit-
destroying effects of
culturd diengtionand dis-
placement.” 97s-1-55365-402-5

Thefirst novel by five-time lronman finisher Margaret
Dietz of Squamish, From My M other (CreateSpace
$9.99), follows marathoner Nadiaas sheundertakesa
100-kilometre ultrarun, al thewhile contemplating
theendurance of her 94-year-old grandmother Oma
who immigrated to the Netherlands in the early
1950s, escaping Czechoslovakiain the after-
math of the communist takeover. Born in
the Netherlandsin 1970, Dietz haswritten
four previous non-fiction booksabout run-
ning including A Hundred Reasonsto Run
100km, Running Shoes Are a Girl’s Best
Friend and Powered fromWthin: Sories
About Running & Triathlon. Dietzmoved
from Sydney, Australia to British Co-
lumbiain late 2007.

Margaret Dietz:
running shoes
are a girl's
best friend

9781456471347
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After twonovels, Anne DeGrace of Nelson hasreleased
her first collection of trans-Canada short stories, Flying
with Amelia (McArthur $29.95), spanning the country from
1901 to 1999: A St. John's boy watches as his employer
Marconi receives the first transatlantic wireless signal. A
British Home Child finds solace on an Ontario farmstead. In
1920s Montreal, aone-armed WWI veteran gamblesevery-
thing for abeautiful, intelligent, politica young woman. Ger-
man prisonersof war find creativewaysto quell boredomin
northern Manitoba. Doukhobor children are snatched from
their parentsby RCMPin British Columbia. And during the
sixties, draft evadersfind refuge.
[
Scottish-born Grant McKenzie, whilelivingin Gibsons,
published a debut thriller, Switch (Penguin $25), amass-
market paperback that hasbeen trand ated into German, Rus-
sianand Chinese.

Now living in Victoria
where he doubles as editor-
in-chief of Monday magazine,
McKenziehassigned atwo-
book deal in the U.S. with
Midnight Ink to introduce
mystery lovers to a sassy
heroine named Dixie Dash.
“Asarule-breaking reporter
for alternative weekly San
Francisco NOW, Dixiewill
do whatever it takes to get to the bottom of the stories she
feelsmost passionate about.”

Astheseriesiswritteninfirst-person from Dixi€' spoint
of view, McKenzieisadopting the pseudonym K.C. Grant.

U
W.D. Valgardson hasreturned to adult fiction for What
theBear Said: Skald Talesfrom New I celand (Turnstone
$19), acollection of short storiesthat waslaunchedin Gimli,
Manitoba, centre of all things|celandic-Canadian. The sto-
riescapturethe experiencesof Icelandic settlersin Canadain
the old style of eddas and sagas.

U
Part love story, part medical drama, and part wartime saga,
Daniel Kalla’'sseventh novel TheFar Sideof the Sky
(HarperCollins $24.99) weaves fictional characters into
World War |1 history. An Austrian Jewish physician and
surgeon fleesthe Naziswith hisdaughter to operate arefu-
geehospital in Shanghai wherehefallsinlovewithan enig-
matic nurse, Soon Yi “Sunny” Mah.

978-1-55-152-416-0

Grant McKenzie

9780143173359

978-0-88801-3804

9781443402651



Surely the only novelistin Lac La
Hache, Maureen Foss haspub-
lished her third novel, Scribes
(Caitlin $22.95) about four disparate
womeninawriters’ group: acloset
leshian, avengeful wife, asentimen-
Y tal poet and an etiquette columnist.
Thedarkly comic novel isdedicated
to Foss' husbhand and the Quintes-
sential Writers Group on the Sunshine Coast that included
Betty Keller, Rosella Leslie, Gwendolyn
Southin and Dorothy Fraser.

Maureen Foss

978-1-894759-68-7

Surely the only novelist in Clinton,
June V. Bourgo hasworked in
marketing/salesfor telecommunica-
tions, managed a physiotherapy
clinic, lived on ahouseboat in Victo-
riaharbour and worked at aremote
Yukon gold mine. Her debut novel,
Winter’ sCaptive (Asteroid $19.95),
shares with the reader what she learned through the ficti-
tious story of one woman’s struggle to enlightenment and
empowerment.
[

J.Jill Robinson delvesinto the
intricacies of mother-daughter rela-
tionshipswithMorein Anger (Tho-
mas Allen $24.95), a novel about
emotional inheritance. Asthelegacy
of anger tricklesthrough three gen-
erationsof theMayfield family, the
youngest daughter, Vivien, struggles
to becomethefirst to break the chain. Robinson has previ-
ously excelled at short fiction, and dedicated one of her col-
lectionsto her sisters.
[

June V. Bourgo

978-1-926720-17-3

:I.Jill Robinson

978-0-88762-953-2

ups, Barbara Lambert'sThe
Whirling Girl (Cormorant $22)
follows botanical artist Clare
Livingstoneto Cortonain Tuscany
to accept theinheritance of her un-
cle’s property. While fending off
unscrupulous archaeol ogists,

Barbara Lambert

lovely ‘princess’ in her new castlemust cometoterms

with self-deception and buried truth.  o78-1-77086-003:3
U

It'snot exactly astatement P.D.

James would make, but mys-

tery novelist Robin Spano

of LionsBay wishesshelived

nosey neighboursand two male suitors, the sly, wry, \ \ !

show. In Spano’s second novel
featuring female cop Clare |

Robin Spano

$24.95), Clare goes undercover to investigate the deaths of
world class poker playerswho are being strangled in their
hotel rooms. To catch the Poker Choker, shemust poseasa
card shark, alias Tiffany, dressed to kill. You don’'t win the
Giller with athriller, but possibly she'shaving morefun.
|:| 978-1-55022-994-3

Arguably it can bebetter classified asamemoir thanfiction,
but George Bowering’swit and storytelling areonce
more at play in Pinboy (Cormorant $32), previously an-
nounced for publication two years ago. It humourously re-
callshissexual awakeningsat age L.

fifteen in the south Okanagan. *’ ﬁ
Bowering finds himself enam-
oured of three choices: his first
love, the girl from thewrong side
of the tracks, and one of his high
school teachers. He's also re-
leased non-chronologica remi-
niscences of his literary
endeavours, how i wrotecer -
tain of my books(Mansfield
$19.95).

George
Pinboy 9781897151945 Bowering

Certain 978-1-894469-55-5

Described asafairy talefor grown-

W

insidetheCharliegsAngelsTV | s

Vengdl, Death PlaysPoker (ECW

Pinochet’s long shadow

Growing love from hate can take several generations.

armen Rodriguez’ Retribution
(Women’s Press Literacy
$22.95) takestheform of three
memoirs by adaughter, mother
and grandmother. Whereas the grandmother
Soledad was once convinced to votefor aright-
wing candidatein Chile, her daughter Sol joined
theres sance movement againg thedictator
Pinochet and wastortured for ninemonths.

Thethreesome arrivesin Vancouver in 1974 as
refugees. Sol’schild Taniaisanewborn. The grand-
mother recals:

“As much as | wanted to pretend that | didn’t care
about Chileanymore, it didn’t take me long to realize that
whenyou leave your country behind, you don't really leave
your country behind. It haunts you, it teases you, it plays
tricksonyou; it showsup at every corner, inevery street; in

Carmen Rodriguez
was born in Chile in 1948.
She came to Canada as a
political exile following
the military coup of
September 11, 1973.

|
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thewind, inthe clouds. It doesn’t leave you alone. Your past
playsinyour head over and over again, likeamoviethat you
aready know by heart, but cannot stop watching.”

During their first weeksat the Cove Motor Innin English
Bay, aone-star transit hotel operated by the Canadian gov-
ernment, her daughter Sol tellsher, “ The baby’ sfather ismy
torturer.” (Rodriguez has given the reader someforeknow!-
edge of this, near the outset.) Soledad, the grandmother, ex-
plodeswith hatred:

“1 hated Pinochet. | hated my son’smurderer. | hated my
sister for having turned my daughter in. | hated my
daughter’storturer. | hated my daughter for giving
birthto thetorturer’sbaby and | hated baby Tania.
But aboveadll | hated myself for not having known
tolivemy lifeto the fullest when | was young;
for not having accepted and loved my son for who he

was, for having disapproved of my children’s political
views; for not having appreciated what | had. | hated myself
for being alive and not having the gutstoend it all and leave
thisworld onceand for all.”

Thegrandmother ralliesherself and becomesinvolvedin
the solidarity movement of Chilean exilesand refugeesin
Vancouver, but thetitle Retribution arisesfrom thetortured
daughter Sol’sresolveto takerevenge by breaking the
legacy of cruelty and hate, by re-inventing love.

-2
——

2N [Carmen Rodriguezis not to be con-
' fused with Chilean-born playwright
Carmen Aguirre, also of Vancouver,
whosememoir of political resist-
ance in Chile, Something
= Fierce, won this year’s
Eee=—==_ s~  Canada Reads
competition.]

978-0986638817



In Timothy Taylor’s novel that
examines the culture of celebrity, The
Blue Light Project (Knopf $32.95),
a man armed with an explosive de-
vice storms a television studio where
a youth talent show is being filmed,
and demands an interview with a
disgraced former investigative jour-

Timothy Taylor

nalist. 978-0-307-39930-4

[

Vancouver cop Sean Slater’s first mystery thriller
The Survivor (Simon & Schuster $19.99) follows Detective
Jacob Striker’s investigation of a shooting at his
daughter’s high school. As an officer, Slater
has investigated everything from fraud to
homicide, and has contributed col-
umns and editorials to Vancouver
newspapers. 978-0-85720546-9 :!u’
Joe Denham’s first novel,
The Year of Broken Glass
(Nightwood $24.95), follows a {4
struggling crab fisherman across
the Pacific Ocean to deliver a glass
fishing float to a high-paying col-
lector. Against a backdrop of seismic
degradation, the protagonist,
Francis “Ferris” Wichbaun, has

Arley McNeney played on Cana-
da’s national wheelchair basketball
team from 2001 to 2007, winning two
World Championships and a bronze
medal at the 2004 Paralympics. With
two creative writing degrees, at age
24 she wrote Post (Thistledown,
2007), her debut novel about retired
wheelchair athlete Nolan Taylor who

is forced to build a new identity in her post-basketball life.
Leaving sports behind, she has crafted The Time We All
Went Marching (Goose Lane $19.95), anovel about a mother
and son trapped on a snowbound train heading west to
Vancouver, and mixed with the political past of a
missing father who had worked as an itinerant

; miner. The story chiefly explores the On to
N 3 Ottawa Trek and the Regina Riots of the
| 1930s, two cathartic events in Canadian
% = » labour history during which the federal

government and RCMP responded to the

concerns of the unemployed with an iron

fist. In2011, McNeney began blogging
about her recent hip replacement
on her blog called Young and Hip.

978-086492-640-1

[

In 1909, twenty-five year-
old Conrad Kain, from

of Kain’s favourite climbing haunts.

torical novel, Raising Kain (Wild Horse Creek Press $19.95),
recounts Kain’s remarkable adventures in Canada, mainly in
the Rockies, but also around Wilmer in the Columbia Valley.
Kain lived in Wilmer (just north of Invermere) for almost 20
years and died in Cranbrook’s St. Eugene Hospital in 1934.
He made almost 70 first ascents or new routes on peaks in
the Rockies to go with 59 ascents (29 first ascents) in New
Zealand. He is widely recognized as “the prince of Canadian

[

Lorna Goodison is the author

mountain guides.” 978-0-9812146-2-7

a romantic affair with his the tiny Austrian village of of two collections of short stories,
Nasswald, boarded the
CPR ship Empress of Brit-

ain en route to the Cana-

trans-ocean travelling com- eight books of poetry, and the award-
winning memoir From Harvey River:
A Memoir of My Mother and Her

People. She has received much inter-

panion while he is deeply
concerned about his dual
families: Ferris is married to dian Rockies where he
national recognition, including the
Musgrave Gold Medal. Born in Ja-

maica, Goodison divides her time between Ann Arbor, To-

Anna and they have a son became the first official

Lorna Goodison

named Willow, and simulta- mountain guide of the

neously he has a baby daugh- newly formed Alpine Club
of Canada (ACC). Keith

G. Powell’s second his-

ronto, and Halfmoon Bay, B.C. Her new story collection is
By Love Possessed (M&S $28.99).

ter, Emily, with his girlfriend
Jin Su.

Joe Denham of Halfmoon Bay

978-0-7710-3577-7

978-0-88971-252-2

The Private

Journal of Captain
G.H. Richards

THE VANCOUVER ISLAND ERer
SURVEY (1860-1862)

Charlie

e . ¢ 1 "r_'frriend loe A Home Child’s Life in Canada
.JBA RC LAY j " TiE 1o FomTes sToRy

FAMILY ||
JHEATRLE!

Beryl Young

At BRNTER

N R

The Opening Act: Canadian
Theatre History, 1945-1953

m Susan McNicoll

The Barclay Family Theatre

Edited by Linda Dorricott »
m Jack Hodgins

& Deidre Cullon

Back in print! — a superb collection of
short stories by the winner of the Governor
General’s Award.

978-1-55380-144-3 6x9 272pp $18.95

The history of the many theatres that made
Stratford possible in 1953, including Everyman,
Totem, the New Play Society and Théatre du
Nouveau Monde. 50 b&w photos.

978-1-55380-113-9 7-1/2x10 310 pp $24.95

Charlie: A Home Child’s

Life in Canada
m Beryl Young

The story of the 100,000 British children
who came to Canada as indentured workers
between 1879 and 1938. Young Adult.

978-1-55380-140-5 8x8 110pp $12.95

The Private Journal
of Captain G.H. Richards

THE VANCOUVER ISLAND SURVEY (1860-1862)

Our Friend Joe:
The Joe Fortes Story

m Lisa Anne Smith & Barbara Rogers

The first-ever biography of the black lifeguard
who won the hearts of Vancouvers citizens,
teaching their children to swim in English
Bay and saving the lives of many prominent
citizens. 20 b&w photos.

978-1-55380-146-7 6x9 170 pp $21.95

Published for the first time after
150 years, this journal is an exciting
addition to the history of BC — with

Freedom Bound

m Jean Rae Baxter

No Ordinary Place

m Pamela Porter

Governor General Award winner Pamela Porter
does it again — with poems that translate the
everyday mundane into moments of ecstatic
spirituality.
978-1-55380-151-1

valuable insights into the native peoples
and colonial society. 12 colour maps
& photos; 30 b&w photos.

978-1-55380-127-6 6x9 272pp $21.95 6x9 106 pp $15.95

B Ronsdale Press

When 18-year-old Charlotte sails from
Canada to Charleston, she finds herself caught
up in the final chaotic days of the American
Revolution. Young Adult.

978-1-55380-143-6 5-1/4x7-5/8 256 pp $11.95

Available from your favourite bookstore or order from LitDistCo

Visit our website at www.ronsdalepress.com
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Surrey underworld &
Little India revealed

Disturbed by Indo-Canadian gangland murders, Surrey-raised
Ranj Dhalivwval took thetitlefor his*underworld” novel, Daaku
(New Star 2006) from the Punjabi word for outlaw or gangster. In
hisfollow-up, Daaku: TheGangster’sLife(New Star $21), the
protagonist Ruby Pandher isalittle older, wiser and more
ambitious—while remaining reflective about hislone-

wolf lifestyle. “Maybe God will forgive meif | get

out of thislifenow.” Dhaliwal now devotes some

of histimeto organizationsthat deal with at-risk

Indo-Canadian youth. 9781554200597
Newcomer Raminder Sidhu examinesthe
livesof contemporary womeninVancouver’'s
tightly-knit Little Indiadistrict in her first
novel, Tearsof Mehndi (Caitlin $24.95),

to expose “the shrouded violence within
Canada'sPunjabi community.” Similarin
scopeto Gurjinder Basran’'sWilson
Prize-winning debut novel in 2010, Eve-
rything Was Good-bye (M other Tongue),

it has characters caught between two cul-
tures—afundamental themein B.C. fic-

tion first made conspicuousin Hubert
Evans’ MistontheRiver in1954. Sidhu
was born and raised in Mackenzie, BC,

and residesin Surrey. 978-1-894759-73-1

|Ia

|

Diversity and a zest for life punctuate Marina’s world

arinaSonkinadtill recalsbeing 18

a Moscow Universty whenher cul-

tural history professor Uri Lotman
wroteadetailed bibliography on the blackboard
inFrench, German, Englishand Itaian:

“We, the newly-fanged scholarsand researcherslooked
at each other indismay,” sherecalls, “but didn’t daretoraise

Marxist materialism in theory, but a defender of extreme
non-materialismin practice—allowed meto takewith me.”
Convinced her sonswould eventually beforced into mili-
tary servicefor Russig, Sonkinahasno regretsabout her exo-
dus. One son is now atenured professor of mathematics at
DahousieinHdifax; theother returned to M oscow asaCana-
dian citizen and has achieved successasan actor in 28films.
InMontreal, Sonkinainitialy found work inthe Russian
section of Radio Canadalnternational at CBC. Now teaching
literatureat UBC and SFU, Sonkinahas published adiverse,

any objections. Accepted into the Great
Templeof Philology, weweretreated ashis
equals. And, if we, for somereason, didn’t
havethereading knowledge of agiven Euro-
pean language, we still had aweek until the
next seminar to acquirethat knowledge!”
AsaPh.D student of Lotman, Sonkina
learned that avariety of disciplinesmust be
explored to study culture, so she studied
philosophy, psychology, film, theatre, folk-
loreand visud arts. In 1987, sheimmigrated
to Canada with her small sons, two suit-
cases, and one hundred dollars, leaving her
jobteaching at Moscow University. “ 1t was
all the Soviet government—a proponent of

Marina Sonkina: Moscow, nyet

third collection of stories, Lucia’s Eyes
and Other Stories (Guernica $20). The
longer storiesinclude‘ Tractorina’s Trav-
els,’ about atwice-married Russanwhois
uneasy about Perestroika, and ‘ Carmelita,’
about a volatile, Bohemian painter who
hasapoignant, sensual and |lethal relation-
ship with amuch older narrator, Joseph,
inMexico. Sonkina'snew children’sbook
isThe\olin That Wanted To See The\World
(MW Books).

When not writing and teaching, Ma-
rina Sonkinateachesyogaand dancesthe
tango (“with an often unjustified fervor”).

978-1-55071-334-3

16 BC BOOKWORLD SPRING 2012

Don Hunter’'spoalitical thriller, Cooper and The Queen
(Mirador $14.85) opens with reports that the Queen isto
abdicate, that the throne will goto her grandson William
and hisbride Kate Middleton, and that the Queen then
will spend much of her future in her favourite Common-
wealth country—Canada. The narrative then turns back to
eventsof 1983, during the North American roya tour, sched-
uled to end in Vancouver where the Queen would announce
plansfor the Expo 86 World Fair. A rogue Irish Republican
Army assassin Sean Dooley plans
to nate the Queen on thefinal
day of theroyal tour (atour that Don
Hunter covered as a reporter with
The Province newspaper.). Coin-
cidentally Sgt. Matt Cooper of the
Vancouver Police Department is
removed from his position as
head of the Emergency Response
Team and appointed bodyguard to awoman who does
theatre impersonations of HRH. The story moves
from Vancouver Island to Ottawa, the Caribbean,
Ulster, California, Galiano Island, and Vancouver,
toitsdramatic climax at the Hotel Vancouver.
D 978-1-908200-26-6

In End of the Line (Touchwood $18.95) by
Stephen Legault, newly reinstated Mountie
Durrant Wallace arrivesin alawless shantytownto
solvethe murder of aCPR section boss before the
killer can gtrikeagain. Accordingto novelist Angie
Abdou, “TheEnd of the Linetransported me. This

explosivetaletakesread-
erson arough and tumble
ridethrough Canada' sWild
West. | completely lost
myself in Stephen
Legault’s imagined
world—what more could
areader ask for?’
Homelessness in the

Downtown Eastside is the lightning rod for intrigue

and murder for thethird volumein Legault'smystery

series featuring ex-Ottawa politico Cole Blackwater.

In TheVanishing Track (Touchwood $18.95) he helpshis

friend Denman Scott thwart the demolition of the Lucky

Strike Hotel, home to nearly three hundred poor people.

When he discovershomel ess people are disappearing with-

out atrace—hence the title—the pair uncover corruption

with the help of an intrepid Vancouver Sun reporter and
street nurse named Juliet Rose.
Vanishing: 9781927129036; End: 978-1926971049
[

Dedicatedto P.K. Page, Rachel

Wyatt’s sixth novel, Letters to

Omar (Coteau $21) is about three

interferingwomen“withtimeonther

hands’ who tackleacharitable cause

by hosting a dinner party, only to

realizethat fixing the universeisno easy task.o7s-1-55050-448-4
[

Creator of a monthly sex column, Blush, in Vancouver’s

Xtrawest, aswell asastand-up improv performer and drag

queen named Miss CookieLaWhore, Michael V. Smith

hasreceived theinaugural Dayne OgilvieAward for Emerg-
ing Gay Writerswith hiscandid poetry collection, What You

Can't Have. But sex is not overtly the focus for Smith’'s

second novel, Progr ess (Cormorant $21), inwhich alonely

widow named Helen hasto relocate when adamisbuiltin

her small town, and shelearnsafamily secret when her long-

lost brother suddenly reappears.
[

In Jenn Lafortune’s debut mystery, Murder in

Parksville(Diamond River $16.95),

the protagonist Leann revisits her

hometown of Tofino where she is
woken by police who tell her that
her parentsarethe apparent victims
of afatal car crashin Parksville. Ap-

pearances are deceiving. A local i

RCMP detective must unravel

the case.

Don Hunter

b
Stephen Legault

Rachel Wyatt

978-1-77086-000-1

Jenn Lafortune

978-0-9866598-1-2



The one-man culture known as bill bissett has broken
new ground—as usual—with his first work of semi-fiction,
novel (Talonbooks $17.95), partially an uncapitalized nar-
rative about a character named jimmee searching for his lover,
mark. There are also “pomes and essays” to comprise a
mélange of invariably vibrant bissett humour and wisdom—
as usual. There is nobody like bill bissett and there is no
novel like novel. His bio material states he is, “originalee
from lunaria ovr 300 yeers ago in lunarian time sent by shuttul
thru halifax nova scotia originalee wantid 2 b dansr n figur
skatr b became a poet n paintr in my longings after 12
operaysyuns reelee preventid me from following th inishul
direksyuns.” Simultaneously, Carl Peters has released
the first scholarly study of bissett’s poetry and pictures,
textual vishyuns: image and text in the work of
bill bissett (Talonbooks $24.95).

novel 9780889226715; vishyuns 9780889226616

[

Kevin Chong’s Beauty Plus Pity (Arsenal $17.95) fol-
lows the travails of Malcolm Kwan, a slacker
twentysomething Asian-Canadian living in Vancouver who
is pursuing a modeling career. When his filmmaker father
dies and his fiancée leaves him, Malcolm is forced to con-
front his past relationships with women, including his own
mother, and his ambivalence toward his hyphenated cultural
identity. He also discovers that at some point his father had
an affair, resulting in his teenaged half-sister, Hadley. Chong’s
follow-up is a superb memoir about becoming part-owner of
a Vancouver racehorse. See SPORTS, page 20. 9781551524160

l
Robert W. Mackay’s historical novel Soldier of the
Horse (TouchWood $19.95) is a World War I tale inspired
by his father’s true story and letters about fighting in Picardy,
France. Mackay is president of the Vancouver branch of the
Canadian Authors Association. He himself served with the
Royal Canadian Navy and the British Navy, in destroyers
and submarines, until 1969. He returned to UBC to study

law and practiced law until 2008. 978-1-926741-24-6

bill bissett: one-.man culture

Pauline Holdstock’s Into the Heart of the Country
(HarperCollins $32.95) tells the story of Molly Norton,
mixed-blood daughter of Governor Moses Norton and a
personal favourite of explorer Samuel Hearne. Molly
speaks to the reader from across the centuries, revealing the
story of her liaison with Hearne, and exposing both its
privilege and its price. When Molly’s small society is
torn apart by a French attack, the women of the fort,
including Molly, find themselves and their children aban-

doned by their British masters. 9781443405577

(]

From the late 1800s onwards, many peasants left southern
Italy to work in the orchards and vineyards of either Argen-
tina or British Columbia. These peasants were called
golondrinas: the swallows. Instead of following the swal-
lows to Capistrano, Robert Pepper-Smith followed
them to a fictional town in southeastern B.C. for his first
novel, The Wheel Keeper (NeWest 2002), about an Italian
family that deals with displacement as a proposed hydro-
electric dam threatens to flood their village. The narrator’s
grandmother was forced to emigrate
from Italy as a young, unwed mother,
fleeing to Canada to avoid giving up
her child to the church. Edited by
Thomas Wharton, Robert Pep-
per-Smith’s second poignant novel
House of Spells (NeWest $18.95)
Robert Pepper-Smith follows the friendship between teen-
agers Rose and Lacey. When Rose
becomes pregnant, the mysterious and childless Giacomo
family, whose wealth is well-known in the community, of-
fers to adopt the child. As Rose wrestles with the decision to
give up her baby, Lacey recounts her efforts to help her
friend and the unsettling discoveries she makes along the
way. Born in Revelstoke in 1954, Robert Pepper-Smith lives
on a farm in the Cinnabar Valley and teaches philosophy at
Vancouver Island University.

Wheel Keeper 1-896300-49-9; Spells 978-1-897126-87-5

Search
o the

Short List Judges:
GURJINDER BASRAN
DAVID CHARIANDY

Open to all writers living in BC

COMPLETE GUIDELINES:
mothertonguepublishing.com
submissions@mothertonguepublishing.com

for April!

The winner will receive:

¥ A publishing contract with Mother Tongue
Publishing.

Mail entries to:

The 2" Search for the Great BC Novel Contest
MotherTongue Publishing,

290 Fulford-Ganges Rd.

Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2K6

OUR FIRST WINNER

Gurjinder Basran's debut novel, Everything Was
Good-bye, was the winner of Mother Tongue Publishing’s
first ‘Search for the Great BC Novel Contest’ and went on
to win the 2011 Ethel Wilson Fiction Prize. The novel will
be re-launched by Penguin Canada this spring, and has
been chosen as Chatelaine Magazine's Book Club pick

Final Judge: % $1,000 advance.

CAROLINE ADDERSON ¥ Regional book launches and readings.
Deadline: ¥ Media coverage, including reviews,
November 1st, 2012 interviews etc.

Entry fee: # Publication of the winning novel in a beautiful
$35 trade paper edition and ebook.

250.537.4155

MOTHER TONGUE CELEBRATING
PUBLISHING LIMITED

MOTHER TONGUE PUBLISHING

2011 Winner of the Ethel Wilson Fiction Prize

2011 Recipient of Pandora’s Collective Publishers Award

2011 Honor Roll of Publishers by the Pacific Northwest Chapter of American Society of Indexing

OUR 5TH YEAR!

the weight of dew
daniela elza
debut book of poetry
Introduction by Aislinn Hunter

“These poems are like the sculpted mindscapes of the Zen garden:
evocative, resonant, and serene.” AISLINN HUNTER

“There is a sweet music and the sensuality of carefil attention in
Daniela Elza’s work, the sort of things by which the world recovers
its proper gravity.” TIM LILBURN
978-1-8N949-21-5 « $19.95

THE UNHERALDED ARTISTS OF BC SERIES #5

The Life and Art of Ina D.D. Uhthoff

Christina Johnson-Dean

Introduction by Pat Martin Bates

978-1-8H949-13-0 » 34,95

Vietoria’s fmportant early 20t century artist, teacher, and AGGV founder.

At the World’'s Edge

Curt Lang’s Vancouver: 1937-1998

Claudia Cornwall

Foreword by David Beers. Intro by Greg Lang
978-1-896949-17-8 « §29.95

Includes a portfoliv of forty of Curt Lang’s rare 1972 street photographs

This is the Moon's Work
New and Selected Poems
Diana Hayes
Introduction by George McWhirter
“Sensitive and brave, Diana Hayes risks her body and ber heart”

ELIANE SILVERMAN
978-1-896949-11-6+ $19.95

mothertonguepublishing.com
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As a teacher of literature and crea-
tive writing at Langara College, Paul
Headrick published That Tune
Clutches my Heart (Gaspereau 2008),
shortlisted for the Ethel Wilson Fic-

tion Prize. It’s hard to hype short
‘ story collections but his follow-up
collection, The Doctrine of Affec-
tions (Frechand Books $23.95), has
one of the better ‘blurbs’ in recent memory: “A poverty-
stricken guitar virtuoso navigates the political landscape of

Paul Headrick

nineteenth-century Parisian society as he comes out of re-
tirement for one final concert. A sessional instructor com-
peting for the prestigious Interdisciplinary Chair in Aretha
Franklin Studies gets sidetracked by her obsession with a
mysterious student in a yellow hat. A dying doo-wop DJ
and his wife try to bridge the estrangement wrought by ill-
ness as they travel in search of the horns, drums, and vocals
of highlife.” Headrick lives in Vancouver with his partner,
novelist Heather Burt.
U

In 2006, Gayla Reid received the
$15,000 Marian Engel Award for a
female writer in mid-career for a body

978-1-55111-978-6

of work. The publisher’s synopsis
for her fourth work of fiction, Com-
ing From Afar (Cormorant $32),
reads, “In England in the spring of

Gayla Reid

1939, Clancy, an Australian nurse,
waits with her infant daughter for news of her lover, who
was a volunteer with the Mackenzie-Papineau Brigade in
the Spanish Civil War. As she waits, Clancy shares with her
daughter the story of her own childhood in the Australian
bush and her disastrous marriage to an English archaeologist.
When the Spanish Civil War erupted, Clancy volunteered on
the Republican side. Her chance for happiness amid the chaos
came when she met the young Canadian, Douglas Ross. She
has not heard from him since the final desperate offensive.”

[

Anyone who knows Cuban history

9781770860445

in depth can tell you there could not
have been a successful Cuban Revo-
lution without Celia Sanchez,
Fidel Castro’s lover, who handled
the organizational aspects of the oth-
erwise chaotic Castro brothers’ up-

Rosa Jordan

rising and, equally important, kept Fidel’s monstrous ego in
check. In Rosa Jordan’s forthcoming novel The Woman
She Was (Brindle & Glass $21.95) we meet Celia Cantu, a
pediatrician in modern Cuba, named after Celia Sanchez,
who scours the island to find her 16-year-old niece Liliana,
hoping she can prevent her from turning into one more jintera
(prostitute) who gets American dollars from tourists. While
present-day Celia searches from popular tourist destina-
tions to the Sierra Maestre range where Celia Sanchez and
Fidel first became lovers, she herself must choose between
lovers—Luis, a high-level bureaucrat in Havana or her former
fiancé, Joe, who has returned from Miami.  978-1-926972-46-6

THE NEW

NORTHWEST
PASSAGE -~

trade paper
ISBN: 978-1-926531-36-6

CAMERON DUECK

| , ]
Writer’s digest

BY PORTIA PRIEGERT

he title of Darcie Friesen

Hossack’s first collection of eleven

short stories, Mennonites Don’t

Dance (Thistledown $18.95) might
well have been lengthened to Mennonites Don t
Dance, But They Sure Can Cook.

Married to the executive chefat the Okanagan Golf Club—
also her high school sweetheart—Hossack, 35, is a passion-
ate cook who writes food columns for the Kelowna Courier
and Kamloops This Week.

While her stories, set mainly on the prairies, often ex-
plore sin, penance and redemption, as well as the conflicts
between tradition and change—common themes for
Mennonite-related fiction—there are plates and plates of
food throughout.

“I didn’t include
recipes,” she says,
“but I considered

Mennonites Don't Dance

was shortlisted for the
Commonwealth Prize
(Canada/Caribbean), a «"
runner up for the Danuta
Gleed Award and named by"
the Globe & Mail, one of the
top 5 first fictions of 2011.

it. To me, being Mennonite is so much about the food that [
don’t know how I could ever separate it. If cooking wasn’t
in my writing, I don’t think it would have the depth that I
want it to have.”

Hossack, who lives in Kelowna, credits her success in
part to the Humber School for Writers in Toronto, where she
was mentored through the correspondence program by Mani-
toba’s Giller Prize-finalist Sandra Birdsell.

According to Birdsell, Hossack’s stories “reverberate with
what has been left unsaid, the silence between people that
speaks of betrayal, forgiveness and the power of love to
prevail.”

There’s no shortage of notable Canadian writers of
Mennonite descent such as Birdsell, Miriam Toews,
Rudy Wiebe and Andreas Schroeder, who says
Hossack’s stories “prove the title true—both literally and
metaphorically—but these very constraints make the sto-
ries” hard-won moments of joy and insight especially memo-
rable.”

To honour her heritage, Hossack has used her mother’s
maiden name, Friesen, as a middle name. Her mother’s fam-
ily came to Canada five generations ago and farmed at
Schoenfeld, a small Mennonite village in southwestern

Saskatchewan. Hossack grew up nearby in Swift
Current, living with her mother and attending pub-
lic schools, but was exposed to traditional culture
through her grandparents.

As a teenager, she moved to the Okanagan,
joining her father, a Seventh-Day Adventist, and
finishing high school there. Her next project is a
novel, What Looks In, which will explore a fam-

ily divided by grief and religion.
“The two ideologies, although they’re
both Protestant, don’t mix very well,” she
says. “But hopefully, by the time I come
to the end of the story, there will be
some kind of meeting of hearts or, [ sup-
pose, meeting of souls, and the family

can come together.”

Meanwhile Hossack welcomes her inclu-
sion in the realm of Canadian Mennonite Lit.
Mennonite writers, she says, “seem to write
about life with raw honesty. They don’t cover it
in flowers. They don’t try to engineer it. They
don’t try to steer it toward a conclusion.
They usually have no conclusion at
the end. It’s not preachy. It’s the way
Mennonites are—they are simple,
honest and often very funny people.”

978-1-897235-78-2

Portia Priegert writes from Kelowna.

More people have climbed Everest than have sailed this fabled route.
The New Northwest Passage is the story of a rare adventure.

“a wonderful read — exciting, amusing, and above all, interesting.”
- E. C. Pielou, author of A Naturalist's Guide to the Arctic

“Lots of people dream of quitting the rat-race, buying a boat and sailing away to the Caribbean
but few embark on a voyage through the Northwest Passage. Hats off to Cameron Dueck: he
acted, made good, and now he’s written a compelling book about it.”

- Ken McGoogan, author of The Fatal Passage Quartet

www.greatplains.mb.ca
available to the trade from UTP | represented by Ampersand Inc.

|
18 BC BOOKWORLD SPRING 2012

EYETIEL S
April 2012




Why Edmonds
deserves Starr
treatment

JUST DO THE MATH.

Six-out-of -ten studentsat Edmonds School in
Burnaby arelearning to spesk Englishasasec-
ond language. Eight-out-of-ten don’t speak
English at home. One-third comefrom refu-
geebackgrounds. Many have witnessed hor-
rificviolence.

David Starr’'s From Bombs To Books (Lorimer
$22.95) tellstheinspiring story of how refugee and immi-
grant children—if they are well-loved and well-taught—

can beremarkably resilient and thrivein anew country.
Hereisan edited excerpt.

DMONDS STREET, IN THE SOUTHERN CORNER OF

E Burnaby, has always been aplace of new begin-

nings. The Scottish, Irish, and English arrived

heremorethan acentury ago, soon followed by successive

wavesof Japanese, German, Itdian, and Polishimmigrants.

Inthe1970sand 1980sthendiansand Chinesecame, joined
by Bosniansand Croatians, Koreansand Filipinos.

Today the neighbourhood is an assortment of small
shopsand businesses: aBalkan butcher shopisnexttoan
Afghan restaurant; an African grocery storeisadjacent to
atattoo parlour; atempleisacrossthe street from an adult
video store.

Condominiums are taking over the vacant lots once
occupied by boarded-up buildingsand crack houses. Al-
though Edmonds haslong been arough place, itisatight-
knit community, oneinwhich residentstake pride. That
prideisevident inthe regular neighbourhood clean-ups, in
the Santa Claus parade, and in the faces of the children
who attend Edmonds Community School.

Inaprofoundly persona and concrete way, that school
representsthe most distinctive aspect of the community:
the dreams of a better life for families of refugees and
immigrants.

Edmonds Community School isn’t much to look at
fromtheoutside. Originally foundedin 1894, theschool is
atwo-storey white-and-green building that was built just
after the Second World War. Amongitsalumni areCarrie-
Anne Moss of The Matrix and Hollywood star
Michael J. Fox.

Edmonds lacks the flash of newer schools in other
parts of the city and, despite recent updates, the place
seems alittle tired. The pavement in the parking lot is
cracked, the playground needs upgrading, the gravel soc-
cer field hasahabit of flooding inthewinter rainsand, last
year, acherry tree on the south side of the school—one of
thefew greenthingsleft onthegrounds—fell sick and was
chopped down.

But looks can be deceiving. Inside, the school is spot-
less, with new flooring throughout. Artwork coversthe
walls and, in the foyer, there is a beautiful mosaic that
encapsul atesthe school’ s demographics.

In2009 Keith and Celia Rice-Jones, well-known
Vancouver-areaartists, were commissioned through the
Artist in Residence program to make the mosaic,
entitled From Many Places—a fitting choice since the
school currently serves studentsfrom almost fifty coun-
tries.

A quarterly forum for and about writers;
as well as a series about the origins
of B.C. publishing houses

3516 W. 13th Ave., Vancouver, BC V6R 2S3 « bookworld@telus.net
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School principal David Starr with Nasima Muhammad Aslam, Victor Gonzalez Aguirre,

ol

Rifad Bhuyia, Jennifer Mascardo and Maryam Jawansheer. Sabria Ahmed Mohamed (below).

Nearly 100 students of refugee familiesfrom countries
such asEthiopia, the Congo, Sudan, Somalia, Uzbekistan,
Afghanistan, Syria, and Iraqnow call Edmondstheir home.
The school and therefugee population it serveshavefre-
quently been featured in local, provincial, and national
media

But there hasbeen negative publicity aswell. The Fraser
Institute—aright-wing think tank that takes assessment
numbersfrom the controversial Foundational SkillsAs-
sessment (areading, writing, and math assessment written
by studentsin Grades4 and 7)—has singled out Edmonds
asoneof the“worst” schoolsin British Columbia. Tradi-
tionally, the school rankslow in these assessments—and
not just low, but very low—and therankings have always
been asource of anger inthebuilding.

The Fraser Institute's assessment is simply wrong.
Far from being one of the worst schoolsin the province,
Edmondsisactually one of the best at what it does.

The Fraser Ingtitute fails to take into consideration
someessential redlities:

® Six-out-of-ten Edmonds students are still
learning to speak English as a second language.
® Eight-out-of-ten don’t speak English at home
® Fully one-third of our students come from refu-
gee backgrounds.

* Many students arrive at the school having never
attended a school before.

® In many cases, students have witnessed
scenes of horrific violence and bear the scars
of significant physical and psychological
trauma.

e Often new students can neither under-
stand aword of English norread or write == = -
in their own first languages. ﬁh‘ﬂf % district todotheir job effectively.

Yet, with just one or two years of in- o - ! Thelevel of commitment demanded of the staff is
struction, these children learn to function  §  #:¥ ? *" & high; emotional burn-out isan occupational hazard.
proficiently in English and find themselves L' But for those who come, stay, and learn to love the
well ontheir way towards catching up to— students and the neighbourhood, therewards are ex-
and frequently exceeding—their native-born traordinary asthey enable some of Canada snewest
peers, thanksto adedicated staff with askill and perhaps most vulnerableresidentsto integrate
set second-to-none. and succeed.

[] L | wrote From Bombsto Books to chronicle
WHEN | CAME TO EDMONDS, | HAD and celebrate the roles that Edmonds Com-
almost as much to learn as my stu- munity and Byrne Creek Secondary schools
dents. I had spent eight yearsteach- have playedin educating, acculturating and
ing social studies and English welcoming people who have fled from
literaturein thecomfortably middle- some of the most dangerous places on
class suburb of Cogquitlam, and earth, but first and foremost this book
then—armed with anewly acquired about brave families—their journeysand

Masters Degree in Administration their experiences.

and L eadership from UBC—spent two yearsworking as
aviceprincipa inasmall rura public school inthe eastern
Fraser Vdley.

When | beganworking asvice principa a Byrne Creek
Secondary School in 2006, it wasimmediately clear tome
that small-town schools with predominantly white and
First Nations studentswere worlds apart from the large,
urban, multicultural community wherel now found my-
self in Burnaby.

The penny dropped for me one day when | wasregis-
tering anew student from Afghanistan. “We came so that
our children could attend school and haveagoodlife,” the
child’s mother told me through an interpreter. | agreed
with her that school wasindeed important.

“No,” shesaidforcefully, her voice quaking with emo-
tion as she touched the office wall. “You don’'t under-
stand. We camefor thisschool.” Byrne Creek wasanew
school beset by difficulties, aschool the Fraser Institute
didn’t like either, and yet this mother from Afghanistan
had travelled thousands of kilometres to put her most
precious possessions—her children—into that school and
inmy care.

| carried the hopes and expectations of that mother
with meto nearby Edmonds Community School twoyears
later as its new principal. Although the students are
younger at Edmonds, thefacesand thenamesarethe same
as at the high school and, in many ways, the story of
Edmonds is incomplete without including the story of
Byrne Creek.

Edmondsand Byrne Creek are not easy placestowork.
In an age of shrinking budgets, the spectre of reduced
services hangs constantly over the schools, which have

relied on additional staffing and resourcesfromtheschool

JENNIFER HOUGHTON PHOTO

978-1-555277-860-9
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SPORTS

SOCCER

If you discount Whitecaps co-owner Steve Nash
of NBA fame—who grew up playing soccer in Victo-
riaand would dearly loveto have played profession-
aly with hisbrother, Martin Nash—thereisonly
onesoccer folk heroinB.C.

Arguably it should be John Catliff, theVan-
couver-born striker who has scored the second-most
goalsfor Canadd snational team, or it should be pro-
lificscorer Christine Sinclair, whoisleading
the Canadian women into the London Olympics, but
the household soccer name for decades remains
Bobby Lenarduzzi, current president of Van-
couver Whitecaps FC.

Co-written with veteran sportswriter Jim
Taylor, who accompanied L enarduzzi, hisbrother
Sam Lenarduzzi and therest of Canada's na-
tional men’steam to their only World Cup appear-
ance, Bob L enarduzzi: A Canadian Soccer Story
(Harbour $28.95) rangesfrom:

® | enarduzzi serving asaball-boy during rau-
cousmatchesat Callister Park in East Vancouver
® his character-building apprenticeship at age
fourteen with Reading FC in England

a"u

;i

tw a e

Bob Lenarduzzi won four straight CSL titles.
|
® the Whitecaps' heady 1979 championship of
the North American Soccer L eague after which
some 100,000 Vancouverites attended avictory

parade
® hisexperiences as acoach and player for the
Vancouver 86ers.

It's seldom noted that Lenarduzzi’s 86ers won
four straight Canadian Soccer League titles and
amassed a46-game unbeaten streak, arecord for any
professional teamin North America.

Thewryness of Taylor isevident in much of the
text: Nobody saw Canadaloseitsfina gameat its
first-ever World Cup appearance because the live
broadcast was pre-empted. By Sesame Street.

Lenarduzzi describestheancient

Elm Park stadium at Reading: “It's

H said that once in your place it was

impossibleto squeezedowntheline

to get out to the loo or your place

would belost. So, it’'ssaid, you peed

inthe pocket of the man next to you.

‘Liverpool hot pocket,” it cameto be

caled... Folkore, no doubt. Onecan
only hope.”

.
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This memoir is far from a ‘tell-all’ page-turner,
opening asit doeswith achapter of appreciation for
current Whitecaps majority owner Greg Kerfoot,
but there are somelively bitsand somebeguiling hu-
mility.

Lenarduzzi hasbeeninductedinto the Soccer Hall
of Fame, United Soccer L eague'sHall of Fame, the
North American Soccer Hall of Fame, the BC Sports
Hall of Fameand he’sa recipient of the Order of B.C.
Not bad for an east-end kid whose father was once

busted for making homemadewine.  978-1-55017-546-2

This quintet of gents won B.C.’s five-a-side
soccer championship in 1893.

There are precious few Canadian books about soc-
cer—even though it isthe most-played sport in the
country—so onehasto admireRobert Lanning's
self-published labour of love, Westcoast Reign: The
British Columbia Soccer Championships 1892-
1905 (Ballboy Press $39.95), arare attempt to trace
theoriginsof thegamein B.C. It'smoreabout soccer
politicsand team resultsthan individual playersand
blow-by-blow reportage.

Thefirst provincial soccer association
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wasorganized from Nanaimo, the hub for coal miners
from Britain, in 1891. The morethe Nanaimo-based
BC Football Association cemented nepotistic rela-
tionshipswith clubsfrom the mining community, the
morejurisdictional disputes between the mainland
andisland ensued.

“In many ways,” he writes, “the actions of the
B.C. Football Association closely mirrored those of
theyoung boy who owned the only soccer ball at his
school... The BCFA's unwillingness to change its
rulesin order to satisfy the needs of thoseit governed
resulted inthefall of British Columbia sfirst soccer
dynasty.”

Lanning wasinspired to pursuethis project after
taking acreativewriting coursefrom David Zieroth
in Coquitlam.

HOCKEY

Eighteen years ago, the Canucks advanced to the
Stanley Cupfina and didn’t win. Last year it wasthe
samestory, but thistimethey boasted the Sedintwins,
winnersof back-to-back scoring championships.
Having completed the best NHL season in the
history of the franchise, the Vancouver Canucksare
celebratedin Grant Kerr’'sA Season to Remem-
ber: The Vancouver Canucks' Incredible 40th
Year (Harbour $19.95). Kerr isassistant coach of the
Coquitlam Expressand winner of the2007 Ernie Gare
Memorial Trophy as the BC Hockey Coach of the
Year. With veteran Vancouver sportswriter Greg
Douglas, Kerr aso co-authored Canucksat 40:
Our Game, Our Sories, Our Passion (Wiley
$39.95). Paul Chapman and Bev Wake aso
edited A Thrilling Ride: TheVancouver Canucks

Fortieth Anniver sary Season (Greystone $19.95).
Incredible 978-1-55017-564-6; Passion 9780470679166;
Thrilling 978-1-92681-291-5

978-0-9877478-1-5
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AsBrad Pitt’srecent movieMoneyball makesclear,
general managers of sports franchises are as much
responsible for victory or defeat as players and
coaches.

In 84 yearsof NHL history, only 32 general man-
agershavewon the Stanley CupasaGM. “| believe
that theNHL’ sgenera managershavebeenthebrains
and the conscience of thegamesincetheleague opened
for businessin 1917,” says Brian Burke, who
won the cup with the Anaheim Ducksin 2007.

Jason Farris reportedly took 18 monthsand
60,000 kmsof travelling to create Behind theM oves:
NHL General ManagersTell How WinnersAre
Built (circaNow Media$99.95), a252-page coffee
table book based on his in-person interviews with
every living NHL GM who hastaken ateam to the
Stanley Cupfinal. Collectively these GM srepresent
over 500 seasons of GM experience. It istouted as
part history book, part encyclopediaand part manual
for would-be managers.

RUNNING

Lori Bowden of Victoriaisoneof 22 women pro-
filedin Timothy Moore’sSub Nine: History’s
Fastest |ronwomen (CreateSpace $14.99 plus post-
age) about women in theworld who havefinished an
Ironman racein lessthan nine hours. Moore, aresi-
dent of Squamish, haswritten for San Diego-based
Triathlete magazine and is aregular contributor to
Toronto-based Triathlon Canada Magazine. An
Ironmanrace consistsof a3.8km swim, a180km bike
rideand then a42km run. Asof October, therewere
26 women who had gone ‘ Sub Nine.” Thefeat was
first accomplished by Thea Sybesma of the
Netherlandsin 1991.

9780973901658

978-1-4609-0764-1
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A farmer’s daughter who
was born at a time when
few women ever dreamed of
running marathons, BJ
McHugh, now in her
eighties, only took up run-
ningin herfifties. My Road
to Rome: The Running
BJ McHugh Times of BJ McHugh
I (Sandhill $18.95) recounts
how McHugh becametheworld’sfastest senior long-
distance runner for her age group.
This memoir of courage and determination was
co-written with Bob Nixon.
[
Sinceit wasfirst published in 1999, The Beginning
Runner’s Handbook has reputedly helped morethan
35,000 participants at community clinics across
Canadaredizetheir goa of running 10km. Re-issued
by lan MacNeil and the Sports Medicine Council
of B.C., withaforeword by Doug Clement, the
new versionisnow called TheBeginning Runner’s
Handbook: TheProven 13-Week RunWalk Pro-
gram (Greystone $19.95).

&

9780986905407

978-1-55365-860-3

[

They call horseracing the
sport of kings, but Kevin
Chong’sMy Year of the
Racehor se (Greystone
$17.95) cites a more apt
description from an old
movie—it'saslow poison.
Hisbrilliant memoir about
being minority owner of a
mediocrerace horsewill be
reviewed inthenext issue.

978-1-55365-520-6

Kevin Chong
|

(second from left)

! winning the gold =4

in the 100-metre
:. event at the 1928
Olympics in
[IEGIR

PERCY WILLIAMS

World's fastest human

n 1981, the Brits made a movie

about two obscure amateur sprint-

erswho gained unexpected glory at

the8th Olympiad in Paris, in 1924.
You might recall they put someorchestral
music by Vangelisbehind atitle sequence
that showed aband of meninwhiteshirts
and shortsrunning along thesurf.

Theheroeswere adevout Scottish missionary who
refused to run on Sundaysand adetermined Jew whose
devoted trainer couldn’t get inside the stadium. Chari-
otsof Firewon the Oscar for best film.

So you would think by now someonein Canada
would have madethePercy Williams story asa
movie. As Samuel Hawley makes abundantly
clear in hisbiography | Just Ran: Percy Williams,
World’'sFastest Human (Ronsdae $23.95), Williams
ascendancy to Olympic superiority wasfar more un-
likely, and his personal story was far more heart-
wrenching.

Four years after that Chariots of Fire story of
underdog purity, Williams astonished the world by
winning both the 100- and 200-metre gold medalsin
1928. Everyone was aghast. He was only five-foot-
seven and weighed 126 pounds. But it was no fluke.
Williamsheld the 100-metre world record from 1930
onwardsuntil theadvent of Jesse Owens in1936.

Asthe biography makesclear, Williamswas“ so
touchingly shy; so humbledespite histalents; somuch
the epitome of the amateur tradition.” His unpaid
trainer wasajanitor at King George High School, an
oddball named Bob Granger. They had no money,
no facilities, no support. Thepair never faced interna-
tional competition until Williamsbreasted thetapein
Amsterdamin 1928.

Williams' triumph asascrawny kid from nowhere
made him into an overnight sensation, almost aswell-
known in North Americaas contemporaries Babe
Ruth and Jack Dempsey. And becauseWilliams
woreaprominent mapleleaf on hischest, hisCinderella
victoriesinspired Canadato embracethemaplelesf as
itssymbol.

But Williamsand Granger went their separate ways
in 1932, having only track in common. Williamsfound
any sort of publicity excruciatingly painful. Hewas
cantankerous with reporters and suspicious of any-
one who wanted to use him. He didn’t tell people
what they wanted to hear.

“1 alwaysthought it was alot of hogwash to say
that you ran for your flag and your country,” he said.
“1 was out thereto beat the guy beside me.”

Reclusiveand alcohalic, the lightest sprint cham-
pion in the history of the Olympics carried a very
heavy heart. In 1982, Percy Williams put a12-gauge
shotgun to hisforehead and blew his brains out, ex-
actly 12 yearsafter histrainer Granger died inanurs-
ing homein Parksville. Hiscremated remains can be
visited in the Masonic Cemetery in Burnaby, over-
looked by atelephone pole.

Oddly, Percy Williams never much liked running
inthefirst place. He mostly ran to satisfy the expec-
tations of others, particularly his unconventional
trainer. After Granger’sfuneral, Williamswas asked
how much credit ought to be accorded to Granger for
hisOlympicwins, and hereplied, “Offhand, I’ d say a
hundred per cent. I d never have continued running
after high school, but for him. | couldn’t have cared

- lessabout running at thetime.”

If there has been amore thorough and necessary

--m-? sports biography of a British Columbian in recent

decades, we haven't seen it. 978-1-55380-1216-9
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978-1-4598-0068-7 + $6.95 pb
Ages 7-9

..to the Kibera slum
outside of Nairobi,
where 10-year-old
Safiyah finds her

artistic inspiration.

978-1-4598-0051-9 + $7.95 pb
Ages 8-11

...to the year 1066,
when an Anglo-Saxon
girl is the only person

who can save her village

from a Viking raid.

MARY -~ 978-1-4598-0057-1 + $9.95 pb
ELIZABETDL Ages 9+
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...back in time to 1948,
when the Fraser River
is rising and the local

farms are in danger.
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\Wildlife in the Urban jungle
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Also availabje 54 ebooks!
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..on a journey into

a boy’s memories for
a final bus ride with
the grandfather he

misses dearly.

978-1-55469-869-1 + $6.95 pb
Ages7-9

...to Ontario for the
summer, where a
superhighway is putting
Bree’s grandmother’s

farm in jeopardy.

978-1-4598-0045-8 + $7.95 pb
Ages 8-11

..to the basements,
garbage cans, picnic
blankets and all the
other dwellings of
the creatures living
in our cities.
978-1-55469-394-8 + $9.95 pb with flaps

full-color photos
Ages 8+




Kid Dynamite: The Gerry James Story
by Ron Smith (Oolichan $30)

THLETES WHO CAN COM-
pete at the highest level
in two sports are rare.

Chicago Bullswunderkind Michael
“Air” Jordan couldn’t manageit.
When he tried professional base-
ball, he was marooned in the mi-
nors.

The NFL dandy “Neon
Deion” Sander splayed both ma-
jor leaguebaseball and profootball.
John Ferguson and Jack Bionda
played both pro hockey and la-
Crosse.

Canadian cyclist and speed
skater Clara Hughes is the only
person to have won multiple med-
asin the summer and winter Ol-
ympic Games, for cycling and
speed skating.

Before them all came Gerry
James. Within oneyear, he played
in both the Stanley Cup and the
Grey Cup.

* Astheyoungest player to play
inthe CFL, at age 17, Jamesearned
$50 per week, when it was till
called theWestern Inter-provincia
Football Union, in 1952.

* Hescored thefirst touchdown
against the newly-minted BC Li-
onsin 1954 at Empire Stadium.

* Hewasthefirst player towin
the CFL’s Schenley Award for Out-
standing Canadian.

»Heledtheleaguein scoringin
1957 and won the Schenley for a
second timethat year.

* For 43 yearshe held the CFL
record for most rushing touch-
downsin aseason (18). He set 18
CFL records and played on four
Grey Cup winning teams.

In hockey, after winning the
Memorial Cup with the Toronto
Marlborosin 1955—by whichtime
he was a teenage father—James
played for four seasons with the
Toronto Maple Leafs, epitomizing
King Clancy’saphorism, “1f you
can'tbeat’eminthealley, youcan't
beat’emontheice.”

James later became one of the
most successful coachesin minor
league hockey, voted dll-star coach
seven times in the Saskatchewan
Junior Hockey L eague, and tutor-
ing the likes of NHLer Brian
Propp.

Gerry James has been inducted
into the CFL Hall of Fameand the
Saskatchewan and ManitobaHalls
of Fame—along with his father,
Eddie “ Dynamite” James, who
was a football star with the pre-
war Blue Bombers—but whoishe
now?

You havetoremember theglory
days of the Canadian Football
L eague and the hockey broadcasts
of Foster Hewitt toevenrecall his
name. Fortunately hisgolfing part-
ner on Vancouver Island, former
book publisher Ron Smith, knows
and understands sports better than
most sportswriters. Upon his re-
tirement, Smith decided Jameswas
worthy of anin-depth biography.

Kid Dynamite: The Gerry
James Story isnot aquickierehash
of career highlightsand stats—al-
though it certainly does provide
extensive records of James' twin

KEEPIN

WITH THE JAMESES

Ron Smith’s tale of two athletes in one.

sporting careers. Smith, no slouch
himself as an athlete, has spent
yearsgathering information for an
intimate portrait of how a very
naive, gifted and angry young man
evolved into acomplex, argumen-
tative and inordinately proud
enigma

Although he's clearly respect-
ful, Smith does not try to make
Gerry Jameslikeable. Theresultis
a compelling narrative that will
prompt even the most ardent
sportsfan to realize sports can be
over-valued in society, and that
success in sports is invariably a
double-edged sword.

[

GERRY IS A NICKNAME. HE WAS BORN
Edwin Fitzgerald James in
Regina, in 1934, but the Jamesfam-
ily, including one older brother,
moved to Winnipeg—Ieaving
Edwin in the care of his aunt in
Broadview, Saskatchewan, for the
first year of hislife.

Reunited in Manitoba, Gerry’s
asthmatic brother Don, four years
older, beat and oppressed him for
aslong and often ashe could. “He
had no stamina at al,” James re-
cals. “I think when he saw that |
could do all thethingshe couldn’t
do, hewasjealous. | think hefeared
that | would become Dad’sfavour-
ite”

At age 14, Gerry was strong

One of the most requested photos
from the archives of the Canadian
Hockey Hall of Fameisthisimage
of Gerry James being toppled by
Chicago Black Hawks defenceman
Pierre Pilote, with netminder Glenn
Hall in the background.

enough to finally pummel his
brother, remorselessly, into com-
plete submission. The brothers
barely spoke for the rest of their
lives. (Don settled onthe east coast;
Gerry would eventually gravitate
to Vancouver |sland with hiswife,
Marg.)

Sibling rivalry and the cruelty
of an older brother were certainly
catalystsfor James' fiercely com-
petitive nature, but he was also
determined to rival his ex-sports-
hero father, who was|essthan he-
roic at home. “Gerry remembers
many occasionswhen he leapt on
hisfather’sback totry to stop him
from striking his mom,” Smith
writes.

His parents divorced in 1947,
after his father, a chronic drinker,
had returned from the war. To this
day James favourite memory of
boyhood wastakingabath. “A sm-
plebath,” hetold Smith. “Canyou
imagine? Warmth is a precious
luxury, an almighty luxury, espe-
cidly for someonewho grew upon
theprairies.”

|
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Outspoken, but rarely oneto
indulgeinintrogpection, Jamesonce
noted, in 1981, “It was either
sportsor jail, oneor theother.” By
gradeteninKelvinHigh School, he
was a sports celebrity in Winni-
peg, excelling asasprinter.

A Canadian Press story pre-
dicted hemight exceed hisfamous
father. Soon enough, sports an-
nouncer “ Cactus’ Jack Wells
dubbed him Kid Dynamite, inmuch
the same way as Henri Richard
became known as the “Pocket
Rocket” in reference to his older
brother Maurice* Rocket” Richard.

James lost his two front teeth
whileplaying baseball at age 15, in
St. Boniface, against grown men,
when hewas sucker-punched by a
rival first baseman. “ That wasprob-
ably the shortest fight | was ever
in. For two days | kept quiet and
hid my mouth because | knew my
mother would be upset and | knew
she couldn’t afford the additional
financial burden of replacing them.
| never did find the teeth.”

Jameswasonce offered an NFL
contract by the New York Giants,
but in those days the CFL paid
more. Eventually the Leafs de-
manded that James not play foot-
ball in 1956 if he was contracted to
play hockey. James has vivid
memoriesof theOriginal Six. “For
al-round skill, Gor dieHowewas

the best,” he says, “but for sheer
entertainment value, the Rocket
would get my vote.”

Smith devotes more than half
thebook to chronicling James' ath-
letics, then deal swith hiscoaching
years, whichincluded astint coach-

ing Specia Olympians.

JAMES AND HIS WIFE VISITED
Vancouver |sland during atrip to
B.C. to attend Expo 86. They
bought alot near Nanoose Bay in
1989, arrivedtoliveinB.C.in 1994
and took possession of their
present homein 1997. Not long af-
terwards, hemet Ron Smith onthe
putting green of the Fairwinds Gol f
Course. It might have been one of
the luckiest breaks of James’
life.

Kid Dynamite: The Gerry
James Story is a rarity—a sports
biography that doesits subject the
favour of beingwarts‘'n’ dl. Itres-
urrects Gerry James as afascinat-
ing personality, not simply an
exceptiona athlete.

An anecdote towards the end
of thebook servesasacasein point.
Jamesfirmly believesthetwo sexes
are wired differently. He doesn’t
believe that men can write about
what womenthink, so heskipsover
any parts of a novel that purport
toreved thefemaemind.

“Once | thoroughly enjoyed a
particular work of detective fic-
tion,” herecalls, “ skipping thefe-
male parts as usual, only to come
totheend of thebook and discover
the author was P.D. James. | was
so pissed when | saw PD. wasfe-
male. | threw the book down on
the floor. | felt like 1'd been
tricked.”

Despitehisfeisty nature, James
remainsgenuinely modest about his
accomplishments. When hisbiog-
rapher told him he held therecord
for most appearancesin CFL post-
season games (36), Jameswasn'’ t
even aware of therecord.

“| playedinthe daysbeforethe
bigmoney insports,” hetellsSmith,
“and | looked at it asaway to sup-
port my family. Marg and | had
three children by thetimel signed
to play two sports, and our family
kept growing.”

Smith notesthat Gerry James
ascendancy in two pro sports in
Canadais not unprecedented. An
obscure athlete named Elwyn
(Moe) Morrisplayed pro hockey
and profootball. Lionel Conacher
won aGrey Cup with theToronto
Argonautsin 1921 and successive
Stanley Cups with the Chicago
Black Hawksin 1934 andtheMon-
treal Maroons in 1935—and was
named Canada sgrestest athlete of
the first half century (20th) for
doing so.

Nowadays, onceaweek, Marg
drags Gerry along to the soup
kitchen at the Salvation Army to
serve as a volunteer, and every
Christmas, for several weeks,
Gerry can be seen outsidethe Petro
Canadastation onthemainisland
highway, attending to hisSalvation
Army donation kettle. People do-
nate—cuz they don’t want to get

punched in the nose.
978-0-88982-276-4



With honesty, determination and love, Erin fulfills her life purpose..

...through her process of dying

My Wonderful Nightmare

SPIRITUAL |OURNALSINSPIRED BY CAMCER

Erin Higgins & Alma Lightbody

My Wonderful
Nightmare

Spiritual Journals
Inspired by Cancer

by Erin Higgins
& Alma Lightbody

www.mywonderfulnightmare.com
ISBN 978-1-4251-8725-5 « $18.99

Erin Higgin’s story
begins with a shocking

diagnosis of ovarian

Dreams &
Due Diligence

cancer at thirty-one.

She adopts a new

mission in life: to create

awareness about the
importance of ‘listening

to your body messages’

— before it is too late.
Alma Lightbody’s

mission, in turn, is to

share the honest and

heart- wrenching stories

from her friend Erin’s

journals in order to
fulfill Erin’s desire to

help and teach others.

My Wonderful
Nightmare

1S an inspiring

evocation of

unconditional love

and spirituality.
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DREAMS & DUE DILIGENCE

Till & McCulloch’s Stem Cell Discovery and Legacy
by Joe Sornberger

Joe Sornberger vividly chronicles the work of two Canadian medical researchers,
Ernest McCulloch and James Till, who first discovered the existence of stem cells.
9781442644854 $29.95

CANADA'S ENTREPRENEURS
From the Fur Trade to the 1929 Stock Market Crash
edited by J. Andrew Ross and Andrew D. Smith

This captivating collection profiles Canada’s most prominent and innovative
business people who shaped the face of Canadian business as we know it.
Included in this collection are profiles of John Molson, John Redpath, Alphonse
Desjardins, and Timothy Eaton, among many others.

9781442612860 | $39.95

HIDDEN IN PLAIN SIGHT
Contributions of Aboriginal Peoples to Canadian Identity and Culture, Volume ||
edited by Cora J. Vloyageur, et al.
Hidden in Plain Sight highlights the extraordinary contributions made by Aboriginal
peoples to Canadian society. It includes the profiles of many notable individuals,
such as singer-songwriter and educator Buffy Sainte-Marie, politician Elijah Harper,
and musician Robbie Robertson.

9781442610125 | $37.95

BRUCE MCDONALD'S HARD CORE LOGO
by Paul McEwan
Consistently ranked as one of the best Canadian movies of all time, punk-rock
mocumentary Hard Core Logo continues to enjoy a devoted international cult
following. McEwan provides an entertaining analysis of Canada’s one of the most
mythologized movies.

9781442612730 $16.95

BODY & SOUL
Narratives of Healing from Ars Medica
edited by Allison Crawford,et al

Body & Soul features inspiring and award-winning fiction, essays, memoirs, poetry,
photography, and visual art on the universal themes of wellness, treatment, and
healing.

9781442612907 | $32.95

UNIVERSITY. OF TORONTO PRESS

Advanging Knowledge |
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From the award-winning
author of The Watermelon
Social and Going Fast
comes Valery the Great,
Elaine McCluskey’s quirky
collection of absurdist
and highly entertaining
stories. Sometimes
sweet, sometimes sarcas-
tic, the unique narrative
voice is always powerfully
touching. [sTORIES * 978-1-
897535-89-9 ¢ $20 * APRIL]
Patrick Friesen’s latest
volume of poetry, A Dark
Boat, explores the kind of
loneliness and yearning

dlvIiL

PRESS

NEW FROM

ANVIL PRESS

the press with the urban twist

DRI DL ITT T

patrick friesen

>

TERESA MEWRIRIEN

Y EXIS

DETAIL{ Follow

guise of “doing business”
in America. [DRAMA ¢ 978-1-
897535-93-6 * $16 * MAY]

You Exist. Details Follow.
New poems from Stuart
Ross. “... there’s no other
— poet like Ross in North

M
SEX PARTY

AND OTHER PLAYS

ED MACDONALD

that is contained in the
Portuguese word saudad:
a longing for something
in the past that can never
be found because time
has shifted everything
away from what it was.
[POETRY  978-1-897535-91-
2+ 316  APRIL]

Five Little Bitches by
Teresa McWhirter is a

punk-rock travelogue
from a psychologically
charged feminist perspec-
tive, exposing the external
pressures and tribulations
which slowly increase as
an all-girl band achieves
success in the male-domi-
nated world of rock 'n’
roll. [NovEL  978-1-897535-
90-5 * $20 * APRIL]
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In Mutant Sex Party &
Other Plays, Ed Macdonald
eviscerates the high and
the mighty, the hypocriti-
cal, and those who abuse
power in late-capitalism
America. He expertly peels
back the facade of corpo-
rate respectability, expos-
ing the rot that is bro-
kered and sold under the

www.anvilpress.com e info@anvilpress.com
DISTRIBUTED IN CANADA BY UTP =+ SPD IN THE U.S. | REPPED BY THE LPG

America: one who drinks
deep from the leaping, skit-
tering invention of early sur-
realists like Benjamin Peret
but delivers it with the
croaky conviction of a
Jewish Captain Beefheart.”
(Eye Weekly) [PoeTRY ¢ 978-
1-897535-92-9 « $16 * APRIL]
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Known for hismany booksabout the
contemporary fishing industry onthe
West Coast, Tim Bowling starts
hisnovel The Tinsmith (Brindle&
Glass $21.95) at the Battle of
Antietam in 1862. An assi stant sur-
geon with the Union Army, Anson
Baird survivestheAmerican Civil Wer
and helpsablack slave named John
assumeanew identity in British Columbiawherethey com-
bat the unscrupulous business practices of the pioneer
salmon canners some twenty years later.

Tim Bowling

978-1-926972-43-5

Set in twentieth and twenty-first
century Canada, Kyrgyzstan, Thai-
|and, and the United States, Tricia
Dower’s first book, Slent Girl
(Inanna 2008), was a collection of
storiesinspired by female characters
inShakespeare’sThe Tempest,
Pericles, The Taming of the Shrew,
The Winter’s Tale, Othello, Hamlet, Twelfth Night and
Coriolanus. Her forthcoming release, Sony River (Penguin
$24), setin New Jersey in 1955, showshow perilousthe so-
called innocent fifties could befor childrenin asmalltown.
Thethreat of violence could be omnipresent against aback-
drop of absent mothers, controlling-fathers, biblical injunc-
tions, and teenaged longing.

Tricia Dower

978-0-14-318247-4

Theheroineof Robert Friedland’s
The Second Wedding of Doctor
Geneva Song (Libros$20) isasexu-
ally adventurous family physician
who marriesoutside her Chinesecul-
ture. Her childhood friend Deri over-
comes her upbringing in remote
northeast Chinato becomeadevout
Buddhist nun, aconcubine and the most powerful woman of
finance in Canada. Friedland's portraits of these two pro-
vocativewomenin contemporary B.C. areaudacious, intel-
ligent and fanciful, spiced with murder and sex—barely
recognizeable as Canlit. A civil rightslawyer in Richmond,
Friedland has had two stories selected to beread on CBC's
The Vinyl Café.

Robert Friedland

978-1-926763-17-0

Playwright Charles Tidler'ssty-
ligicaly daringnovel Hard Hed: The
Hoosier Chapman Papers (Anvil
$20) isacontemporary retelling of
the Johnny Appleseed story. The
protagonist Hoosier Chapmanisan
appleorchardist and local historian
who hasjust been released from an Ohiojail after serving
two years for planting wild apple treesin acity park. The
character named Hoosier triesto make endsmeet in Charles
Tidler’s home state of Indiana.
[
Thefirst installment of John Wilson’sDesert Legends
Trilogy, Writtenin Blood (Orca2010) began hisexamination
of thelegend about theinfamousAmerican outlaw known as
Billy theKid. Inthesequel, Ghost M oon (Orca$12.95), we
follow young James Doolen after he has discovered theter-
rible truth about his father in Written in Blood. In 1878,
young Jim headsto New Mexico and meetsBill Bonney
(later known as Billy the Kid) who takes him to a ranch,
south of Lincoln, Nebraska, where they find work as cow-
boys. Lucrative army contracts with nearby Fort Stanton
giveriseto violence and cold-blooded murder. Jim watches
asBill swearsrevenge and leads agang of killersinto the
hills. In Wilson’sthird installment, Victorio’'sWar (Orca
$12.95), Jim is an army scout in awar to force Victorio’s
Apachesonto areservation, far from
their traditional lands. Captured by
hisnemesis Ghost Moon and forced
tofleewith an Apacheband of warri-
ors, Jimisonly saved from a slow
and torturous death when his old
friend Wellington adoptshim ashis
son. Will hebebranded atraitor? Or
killed in a battle with the 10th US

Charles Tidler

978-1-897535-69-1

John Wilson

Cavalry or theMexican Army? There' samini-seriesin here
somewhere, perhapsto be called Divided Loyalties. Wilson
knows his history and he knows his storytelling. Due in
May, Victorio’sWar will bethe Lantzvilleauthor’s32nd title
for juveniles, teensand adults.
Ghost 978-1-551469-270-5; Victorio 9781554698820
[
When anew security cop named Jas-
mineBirchiskilled, co-worker Marie
Crenshaw asksher riva security team
member Casey Holland to clear her
brother of themurder rap. Colleagues
and empl oyees soon become mired
inaswirling maelstrom of distrust in Deadly Accusations
(Touchwood $14.95), the second Casey Holland Mystery
by Debra Purdy Kong.
[
In Cathy Ace’sdebut novel, The Corpsewith the Sil-
ver Tongue (Touchwood $14.95), aWelsh Canadian crimi-
nologist and professor, Cait
Morgan, also agourmand, in-
vestigatesamurder at adinner
party inthe south of France. In
desicAgatha Christie
style, all the guests are P T
suspects. An ancient |-
gold collar has disap-
peared in the process,
allegedto carry withiit
acurse. It isdescribed
as “aNicoise salad of
death, secretsandlies.”

978-1-927129-09-8

Debra Purdy Kong

978-1-927129-06-7
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ALSO NOTED

In The River Killers by Bruce Burrows
(Touchwood $14.95) 978-1926971568

I'll See You in My Dreams by William Deverell
(M&S $29.99) 978-0-7710-2716-1

A Place Called Armageddon: Constantinople-1453
by C.C. Humphreys (Hachette $24.99) 978-1-4091-1487-1

Yours, Unexpectedly by Susan Fox
(Kensington $14) 978-0-7582-5931-8

All Night Gas Bar And Ten Other Stories
by Ernest Hekkanen (New Orphic $22) 978-1-894842-20-4

Never Hug a Mugger on Quadra Island
by Sandy Frances Duncan & George Szanto
(Touchwood $26.95) 978-1926971483

Secret Combinations by Gordon Cope
(Touchwood $26.95) 978-1926741529

Stopping For Strangers by Daniel Griffin
(Esplanade Books $18.95) 978-1550653205

The Guardian by C. J. Gosling

(Brighter Books $16.95) 978-0986555527

La Chiripa by Kaimana Wolff (Nanaimo: Stars Above,
Stars Below Pub. $9.99) 978-0-9689993-8-7

Seaweed in the Mythworld by Stan Evans
(Ekstasis $17.95) 9781897430774

Play It Again by Tracy Krauss
(Strategic Book Publishing $16.75) 978-1-61204-392-0

Escape and Other Stories by Trevor Clark
(Now Or Never Publishing $19.95) 978-1-926942-04-9

Secrets Kept / Secrets Told by Ben Nuttall-Smith
(Libros Libertad $23) 978-1-926763-18-7

The Desserts of War by David Kos
(Tagman Press $18) 978-1-903571-72-9

One in Every Crowd
by Ivan E. Coyote
(Arsenal $17.95) 978-1-55152-459-7

Floating Like the Dead ‘
by Yasuko Thanh i

(Emblem $22) 978-0-7710-8429-4 Radio Belly Stories
by Buffy Cram
(D&M $19.95)
978-1-55365-902-0

The Last Hiccup by
Christopher Meades
(ECW $16.95) 978-1-55022-973-9
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NO one expects
the Spanish
Inquisition—or
physical disabilities

How desire and imagination

fuel thefiction of Kim Clark

here are various psychological rea-
sonsgiven for why people must in-
vent stories. Some say, for instance,

that most fiction writersareinjusticecollectors.

Kim Clark believesthat before M Sbeganitsinsidi-
ousinfiltration of her body, therewasno writing in her and
that, somehow, the damaging changesthat shut down cer-
tain functions in her brain aso opened up other unused
areasthat housed asecret love affair with languageand all
itsdelicioussightsand soundsand feelings.

HereKim Clark’sfirst story collection, Attemptations,
isreviewed by Mary Ann Moore.

KELLY LOUISE JUDD’ S COVER ARTWORK FOR ATTEMPTATIONS
leads oneto expect the unexpected: A woman appearsto be
levitating. Thereisarabbitin mid-air, poised toland on her
throat. It turns out the charactersthroughout Attemptations
have physical challenges—and, of course, nearly al physi-
cal aflictionsarrive unexpectedly. Eventhedogin“Dick &
Jane and the Barbecue” has epilepsy. Jane has* an obscure
diseaseinvolving physica wasting.”

Shorter stories at the outset build towards the longer
ones. In“Solitaire,” Lillian, an aging woman with arthritis,
plays cards on her own. Her days consist of taking her
meds, eating apoached egg for dinner, and perhapswatch-
ing adocumentary about superstitionsand talismans.

With adesireto have her own lucky rabbit’sfoot, Lillian
hears about the human feet—" mostly left”—that are being
washed up onto Gulf Island beaches. (Detached human
feet, mostly |eft ones, have been found on various occa-
sionson West Coast beaches.)

Beforelong, Lillian dreamsher-
self “agileasall get-out” andintoa
feline body. Her “ dreams become
reality” and we go along for the
shape shifting ride, largely because
Clark appearsto delight in her own
word wizardry, and we sharein that
delight.

The other long story, “Six Degrees of Altered Sensa
tion,” introduces Melanie, awriter with MS, another of
Clark’sfeisty female characters. At her launch in Nanaimo,
Clark said she finds this story the most fun. Indeed it is.
Melani€'sinner dialogueishilariousat times. Sheisanother
physically challenged character full of desire.

When Mél goestoan M Sclinicfor her annua check-up,
shelearnsthe results of a Sexual Neuro-Response Study.
Dr. Sharni tellsMel that she’ll only be ableto have afew
more orgasms before her “ sensory nerves, the sympathetic
system, will stop responding.”

When she' sgiven anumber at theclinic—six—Mé finds
that “six is so close to sex, even the numerical becomes
highly erotic.” Charlene, Mel’sfriend, tells her she can’t
surviveondesire, “ Yah, well, watch me. It'sadifferent kind
of high,” Mel responds.

Clark’s stories are erotic, fused with dark humor and
everyday magic—adifferent kind of high. Shethrows cau-
tion to the wind and seizes every opportunity to surprise
uswith characterswho don'’t et anything get past them.

Kim Clark a so hastwo poetry collectionsduelater this
year 5 978-1-894-75966-3

|

Kim Clark

Mary Ann Mooreisa freelancer based in Nanaimo.
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New from Thistledown Press

www.thistledownpress.com

The Path to Ardroe
John Lent

The Sometimes Lake
Sandy Bonny

The Weeping Chair
Donald Ward

SOMETIMES LAKE

A novel of the terror and delight of
accepting oneself completely, The

Donald Ward’s stories in The
Weeping Chair are confidently

Sandy Bonny's curiosity, scrutinizing
intelligence, and ever playful wit
Path To Ardroe is an exploration

layered with surprising situations and take us through close encounters

of friendship and its limits, life characters whose faith in themselves with physical and psychological

changes and the transforming provides the strength to confront landscapes and then reveal the
culture and sub-cultures that altered
North American life in the 80s and

90s, especially changes in sexual

whatever weird or challenging uncommon denominators in them

experience befalls them. With that make people unique. The
Ward's stories you can always expect characters we meet in these places

awareness and the aesthetics of art. the unexpected and be assured his are oddly familiar or perhaps

intentions are not frivolous.

familiarly odd.

PRINT: 978-1-927068-01-4 | $19.95
EBOOK: 978-1-927068-22-9 | $11.95

PRINT: 978-1-927068-00-7 | $18.95
EBOOK: 978-1-927068-23-6 | $11.95

PRINT: 978-1-897235-99-7 | $18.95
EBOOK: 978-1-927068-24-3 | $11.95
AVAILABLE APRIL 15

AVAILABLE APRIL 15 AVAILABLE APRIL 15

The Sockeye Special was the tram
that operated from Vancouver to
Steveston from 1905 through 1958.

jjﬁl_'_‘—lr)i)] eSS

Vancouver-based historian Robert Janning, has
had a life-long passion for soccer. Westcoast
Reign gives a historical account of the early
days of soccer in British Columbia. The first
players and organizers came from all walks of
life with all the antics and escapades you would
expect from such a diverse mix. Whether it was
a pugilisticly inclined linesman who gave his
referee a black eye for disagreeing with a call
or a president of the BCFA (and local Chief of
Police) arousing the ire of a certain clergyman
for allegedly frequenting establishments of vile
repute, you will find that this book shines a fascinating light on
one of the more colourful aspects of British Columbia’s sports history.

Ron Hyde provides a fascinating look
at the B.C. Electric’s partnership with
the people, the canneries, industry,
entertainment and life on Lulu Island,
plus the Steveston Opera House and
Richmond dairy industry. Includes 82
photos and images.

$15

Also available at Black Bond Books,

Steveston Bookstore, Gulf of Georgia Cannery,
Britannia Heritage Shipyards, London Heritage
Farm, and Cultural Centre, Minoru Gate.

Ph 604.338.7475
Email soccerbook@hotmail.com
Web www.ballboypress.ca

limited edition hardcover
ISBN 978-0-9877478-1-5 ~ $39.95

Order via PayPal: www.sockeyespecial.com 8% x 11 ~ 176 pp with statistics and photos

For more info: sockeyespecial@gmail.com

r

The Wild Weathers: est. 1945

a gathering of love poems

Fiction / Poetry / Non-Fiction / Notes on Writing / Reviews

EVENT

40 years young,

Peter Trower’s poem
“ A Wild Girl to Walk
the Weathers With”

inspired the title of ==
this collection.

And here is love! Portaging the
bog of refusal! Here is its rust
and rasp and snare, its frisk,
its trumpets — love driving the
getaway car, love forgetting
why it came, love hollering
Crazy, crazy, crazy. Here is love
shouting Shut Up! Love Me!

b "
Visit our new home online
http://eventmags.com

nareg uoikg £q oroyd

G'oop READ

1391 Commercial Drive

Fifty-one poets, 80 pages.
% 978-1-926655-37-6  $16.95
.

www.leafpress.ca -

Vancouver, BC V5L 3X5
(604) 253-6442

Walking on Heads
My Charming Imposter: a
Cautionary Tale

by Dania Matiation

The true story of a woman's

978-1-926991-08-5 17.95

Existence
“AC Science, Spirituality

and All That

by Brett Hayward

A far-reaching inquiry into

978-1-926991-11-5 18.95
The Yukon

and the Alaska Highway
by Joann Robertson

Life during a little-known
period of Yukon time.

978-1-926991-09-2 19.95

relationship with a sociopath.

destiny & the meaning of life.

Life Between the Gold Rush

The Bravest Canadian
The Heroic Exploits of Fritz
Peters in WWI and WWII

by Sam McBride

Lovable, eccentric & one of
i our greatest Cdn war heroes.

978-1-926991-10-8 24.95
Attack of the

¥ Manorwood Brigade
" Magnath Chronicles

4 by Johnny May

| An humorous and action-
| packed animal adventure.
978-1-894694-99-5 14.95

New Authors Welcome.

GRANVILLE ISLAND
PUBLISHING

GranvillelslandPublishing.com
Tel: 604 688 0320 Toll Free: 1 877 688 0320

www.uap.ualberta.ca

THE UNIVERSITY
of ALBERTA PRESS

Anti-Saints
The New Golden Legend of Sylvain Maréchal

SHEILA DELANY

French Revolution journalist-poet’s subversive, all-women saints’ lives
introduces English readers to Sylvain Maréchal’s audacious wit.

184 pages + Introduction « 978-0-88864-604-0 « $34.95 paper

Imagining Ancient Women
ANNABEL LYON

Learn to avoid the pitfalls of creating historical fiction
characters from Annabel Lyon's captivating lecture.

68 pages + Introduction - 978-0-88864-629-3 - $10.95 paper

|
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Freedom Climbers
by Bernadette McDonald
(Rocky Mountain Books $32.95)

\TRIOTISM, EGO AND AN UN-
canny capacity for suffer-
ing took Polish climbersto

thevery top of thea pine climbing
worldinthe 1970sand 1980s.

The world's most celebrated
climber, Italian Reinhold
Messner, saysthe Poles’ achieve-
mentsinthe 1980smade
them, “Worldwidelead-
ers as high-altitude
climbers, especialy in
theHimaayas.”

Dozens perished or
vanished. In 1989 alone,
five Polish climbersdied
on Everest.

Freedom Climbers

FORSYTHE

THEJOYFUL FRICTION
OF GRANITE

“ Asthe deaths multiplied, those who survived began
tofed immortal.”—Ber nadette M cDonald

plummeted to -35 at
night, storms screamed
through camps and toes
froze. He and Tadek
Piotrowski reached the
pesk of Noshag, Afghani-
stan’shighest mountain.
“The wind on my
cheeks, and the cold when

by Bernadette McDonald de-
scribes how Polish men and
women, amed with ice axes, cram-
pons and grit, overcame the most
extreme high atitude conditions,
making first ascentsand forgingin-
novative new routes, oftenin harsh
winter conditionsthat most would
darenot climbin.
[

THE POLISH PASSION FOR ALPINE
climbing emerged as Poland ex-
changed the horrors and humilia-
tion of Nazi occupation for Soviet
domination, deprivation and mar-
tial law.

Poleshad climbedintheHima-
layas back in the 1930s, but the
ravages of the Second World War
andlifebehind thelron Curtain vir-
tualy killed that desire. Climbing
was officially frowned upon,
“Mountains were a sign of free-
dom,” McDonald writes, “acon-
cept the Sovietsfeared aboveall.”

Eventually political oppression
hardened the climbers' desire to
catch up with others on the inter-
national scene. Polesformed moun-
taineering clubs and laboured at
menial jobs, such aspainting fac-
tory smoke stacks, to generate
enough money for expeditionsinto
the nearby Tatras and Alps, and
eventually theHimalayas.

Freedom Climbers captures
how the sheer joy and sense of
achievement associated with climb-
ing becamean escapefrom adreary
existence that offered few oppor-
tunitiesfor personal advancement.

Some of the Polesbecamevery
good smugglers, selling equipment
(and sometimes alcohol) during
their foreign climbing excursionsto
acquire coveted foreign currency.
Climbersjoked about defecting, but
few of themdid. They were Poles
first, who'd figured out how to
work the system. For many, climb-
ing becamealiving.

McDonad profilesmany icons
of Polish climbing who drew
strength from hardship, such as
Andrzg Zawada, aleading climber
in the 1970s, who colluded with
partisans during the Russian “lib-
eration.” Hekeptamachinegunun-
der hisdesk at school and grenades
by hisbed at night. Arrested at age
17, he survived prison— unlike
friendswho weretortured and ex-
ecuted by the Russian secret serv-
ice

In 1973, Andrzej served notice
to the climbing world that Poles
were prepared to suffer and rewrite
therecord books. Heled ateam on
awinter ascent of amountain over
7,000 metres where temperatures

it was winter, the warmth in the
summer, the friction of granite
against my fingers,” Andrzej said,
“They bring meso muchjoy.”
Andrzej began to dream of a
first-ever winter assault on Ever-
est. In 1980 hefronted ateam of 20
that put Leszek Citchy and
Krzysztof Wielicki on the
summit. Andrzej would in-
spire many othersto Lo
test their limits, in-
cluding Voytek

KurtykaandJerzy @ f g‘

Kukuczka, two of the most inno-
vative of the Himalayan climbers
Wanda Rutkiewicz was also
making a name for herself at this
time. A dight figureand alonewaolf,
often a odds with her climbing
partners, shehad awillfulnessthat
wasforged from tragedy. Wanda's
brother was killed as a child by a
grenade explosion; her father was
murdered and buried in hisgarden.
Approximately thirty of her
climbing partnersand friendswere
lost over the years. McDonald
writes, “ Perhapsit wasan overex-
posure to premature and sudden
loss of life that prompted her,
and other climbers, toig-
nore their own mortal-
ity rather than

succumb to trauma. Asthe deaths
multiplied, thosewho survived be-
gantofed immortal.”

Wanda Rutkiewicz becamethe
first European woman to climb
Mount Everest on the same day
Polish Cardinal Wojtyla was
elected Pope John Paul. Poles
were euphoric, and she later pre-
sented him with a stone from the
Everest summit.

Another Polish team followed
by tracing achallenging new route
up its peak, and through these suc-
cessesfellow Polessaw new hope
and possibilities. Theseindividua
achievements soon had Polish au-
thorities worried. Trouble was
brewing with food

atrace onitheworld’s

third-highest peak,
| v Kangchenjunga,
in 1992.
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prices going through the roof in
1980, and L ech Walesa launching
the Solidarity trade union move-
ment in the Lenin Shipyards. The
hammer came down with theim-
position of martial law.

Money for climbers was dry-
ing up, so Wanda Rutkiewicz
sought private sponsorsfor future
climbs. Her life was now com-
pletely focused on climbing (with
personal relationships left in the
dust). She continued to set more
firstsfor women, but thentook one
too many chances.

In 1992, while attempting to
climb her ninth peak over eight
thousand metres, she disappeared
on Kangchenjunga, the world's
third highest peak (elevation of
8,586 m. or 28,169 ft.), located
alongthelndia-Nepal border.

[

MCDONALD’ S RESEARCH IS SUPERB,
enhanced by years of interviews,
and from being part of the moun-
taineering community. Shegoesin-
side group dynamics, dissects
various egos, tells of the mysteri-
ous Third Man hallucinationsthat
some climbers experience at alti-
tude, and conveystheawe of reach-
ing thetop of theworld.

For Poles under the Soviets,
mountain climbing offered amodi-
cumof control and freedom. “ They
channelled their unfulfilled hopes
and suppressed energiesinto apas-
sionate love of mountains and ad-
venture... a way to fulfill
themselves and create meaningful
lives,” McDonald writes.

Of coursetheage-old questions
of why peopleclimbin such condi-
tions lingers like a potential ava-
lanche in these pages, but given
what the Polish people had experi-
enced, perhapsthe question might
be, “Why not?’

A morepoeticrationaehasbeen
provided by Polish climber Voytek
Kurtyka, “ Beauty issomekind of
laser connectionto higher worlds.”

978-1-926855-60-8

Mark Forsytheishost of CBC
radio’sAlmanac.

Bernadette M cDonald
of Naramata is the first
person to win the ‘ Triple
Crown’ of mountain lit-
erature.

With Freedom Climb-
ers, McDonald received
the Grand Prize at the
Banff Mountain Book
Festival, then she won
Britain's £3,000 Board-
man Tasker Prize, be-
coming thefirst Canadian
to gain that honour. (The
Boardman Tasker Prize
commemorates the lives
of Peter Boardman and
Joe Tasker, two British
adventurers who died
whileclimbing Mt. Ever-
est). In February she won
the2012 AmericanAlpine
Club Literary Award.
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Old Macdonald
had a B.C. riding

I AM CURIOUS AS TO THE BASIS FOR
the subheading, “First B.C.-based
Prime Minister John Turner finally
getshishio” (BCBWWinter). Sir John
A. Macdonald was the first person
elected to serve as prime minister
from British Columbia, when €l ected
asMPfor Victoriaon Oct. 21, 1878,
though henever residedinB. C.

John Turner was not an M P when he became primemin-
ister on June 30, 1984. He announced he would run for
election in Vancouver Quadra on July 16 and was subse-
quently elected asitsMPinthe general election on Sept. 4,
1984, though he ceased being prime minister on Sept. 16
following hisparty’sdefeat intheelection. Asl recall, Mr.
Turner’s principa residence in 1984 wasin Toronto. | do
not recall exactly what kind of residence hehad in Vancouver
in 1984 when hewas primeminister, thoughit'slikely hedid
not spend morethan ahandful or two of daysin Vancouver
during that period. An article entitled “ Turner sells posh
homein Toronto” in the Globe and Mail on Dec. 6, 1984,
page 1, notes Turner sold his Toronto homeand waslooking
for aresidencein Vancouver in Shaughnessy or Kerrisdale,
aswell asmoving into Stornoway asleader of the opposi-
tionin Ottawa.

Kim Campbell may bethefirst truly B.C.-based prime
minister when she became prime minister on June 25, 1993,
having beenbornandraisedin B.C., and being asitting Van-
couver MPwith aVancouver residence when she became
prime minister. Though, like Turner, her tenure was short-
lived as she ceased to be prime minister on Nov. 3, 1993,
after losing during the generd election on Oct. 25 dongwith
her party. At least Turner could say hewas el ected asprime
minister, though for only 12 days.

Depending onwhat you mean by B.C.-based, Macdonad
was the first person elected as prime minister in a B.C.
constituency, Turner probably had somekind of temporary
residence in Vancouver when he was prime minister and
only Campbell, while not el ected asaprimeminister, had a
permanent residencein B.C.

William M acintosh,

Macintosh Publications,

Whistler / Sechelt

Imagine no BCBW

IT'S GREAT THAT BC BOOKWORLD HAS
alwaysgiven coverageto independ-
ently-produced titles from B.C.
especially, even though most self-
publishershave littleor no advertising
fund. I am one self-publisher who has
been grateful for BCBW's support
through theyears, most recently for
my fourth book, The Lennon-
Bronte Connection that reveal s John Lennon wastherein-
carnation of the troubled Branwell Bronte, brother to
England’sliterary sisters Emily and Charlotte.
Jewelle . James,

John Turner

John Lennon

Ddta
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Joan & Jane

IN THE LAST ISSUE (BCBW WINTER) JOAN GIVNER WRITES IN
her review of Taking My Life that editor Linda M. Morra
doesnot clarify in theintroduction of her book whether or
not she got permission from Ruleto publish her memoir.

| want torefer thereviewer to page 274 whereMs. Morra
clearly indicates that she received the permission of three
members of Jane Rule' s estate and that the three executors
have been very supportive and further more participated in
the project by providing correctionsand photos.

On another note, | really enjoy reading BC Bookworld
andwishyoualonglife.

SylvieBeauregard,

Galianoldand

Executors permissionisquitedifferent fromJane Rulesown
written (or evenverbal) permissiontoreprint the
work—neither of which arereferencedinthe
introduction. —Ed.

e-eeks

| HAD TO THINK LONG AND HARD ABOUT
how to write this letter. Thisis adifficult
letter for me to write. | want to talk about
how my wordswererepresented in your ar-
ticlein BC BookWorldin theFall 2011 issue.
| was quoted as saying “Writershave always
been getting the shaft from publishers.
Now wewill begetting thee-shaft.” -
While it is true this is
pretty muchwhat | said,
pulled out of thecontext 4
inwhich | spokeit and
placed into the context
inwhich it appeared in
your article, | feel | need
g to clarify a couple of
£ things.
Firstof al, I amfirst
< and foremost a writer
% and a storyteller. This

SAWCHUK
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Harbour Publishing...40
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LibrosLibertad Publishing...12
Lightbody, Alma...24

Mother Tongue Press...17
New Society Publishers...2

|
28 BC BOOKWORLD SPRING 2012

Oolichan Books...10
OrcaBooks...22
Oscar’s Art Books...37
People's Co-Op Books...26
Playwrights Canada Press...30
Printorium/Island Blue...38
Quickies...36

Ronsdale Press...15

Roya BC Museum...12
Self-Counsel Press...35
SFU Writers Studio...9
Sidney Booktown...32
Sono Nis Press...5

meansmy first loyalty isand will awaysbeto other writers
and storytellers, and cultural creatorsingeneral. Of coursel

wishthat all writersmade more money, especially Canadian
ones. | wishthat royaltieswere higher, that all writerssold
more books, and that our other related skills (livereadings,

teaching, etc.) werevalued more, and that writers shared a
bigger piece of theliterary pie, alongwith publishers, festi-
vals, booksellers, agents and others who take a cut out of

what writers produce and what we do.

But the thought of self-publishing is not an option for
me. Between my touring, production, teaching, writing and
trying to maintain some semblance of apersonal life sched-
ules, just making aliving morethan fillsmy calendar. | can-
not fathom adding distribution, marketing, attending book
fairs, and doing other promotion related work to my pile,
not to mention editing and market research. Thisiswhere
my publisher comesin. | have been working with Arsenal
Pulp Presssince 1999. Almost thirteen years now. We have
published seven bookstogether; our eighth isdue out next
spring. | have alwaysfound Brian Lam and his crew to not
only betrue professionals, but also committed to many of
thesameidealsand values| hold dear intermsof crestingand
producing cutting edge queer literature. They truly believe,
as| do, in bringing marginalized and politicized voicesto
bookshelvesall over theworld. | could probably have moved
ontoabigger pressat some pointinthelast tenyears, | have
intentionally chosen not to.

| remain as committed to Arsenal as they have proven
themselvesto beto meinreturn. | am saddened that my of f
the cuff remarks after a panel discussion that | wasonly a
member of the audience for were recorded and published,
and that these remarks hurt my long-term relationship with
my publisher. This was not my intention, | was merely
spesking intermsof the publishing businessin general, and
how | oftenfeel that writersare not compensated financialy
asthey should be. | was certainly not speaking of my rela-
tionship with Arsenal Pulp Press, which hasbeen and con-
tinuesto beafruitful, respectful and supportive one.

BC BookWorld has always been a great support to me
and my work in thepast. | have alwaystruly appreci-
ated the excellent coverage your publication has
givento me and my books, and | do sincerely

hope that this letter is read with the same
appreciation and respect for you and your
work that you have always shown me.
Ivan Coyote,
Vancouver
Written permission to print Ivan Coyote's
comment about e-rights, made at the Galiano
Literary Festival, was obtained fromher prior
to publication—Ed.

Ivan E. Coyote's
current memoir-
writing course for
the Vancouver Public
Library has sold out.
Her new book this
spring is One in Every
Crowd (Arsenal $17.95)
978-1-55152-459-7

Write to BC BookWorld at
3516 W. 13th Ave,,
Vancouver, BC V6R 2S3 or
bookworld@telus.net.
Letters may be edited for
clarity & length.
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the weight of dew by Daniela Elza

(Mother Tongue $19.95)

. _____________________________________|
BORN IN BULGARIA AND PARTIALLY
raised in Nigeria, Daniela
Bouneva Elza has a Masters in
English Philology from SofiaUni-
versgity. Sheacquired asecond Mas-
ters, in Linguistics at Ohio
University (USA). In 1999 she
immigrated where she gained her
Ph.D in Education from Simon
Fraser University.

In 2010, Elzawastherecipient
of Pandora'sCollective Citizenship
Award. SheistheVancouver editor
for the Pacific Poetry Project, an
anthology of threecities (Portland,
Sesttle and Vancouver) forthcom-
ing from Ooligan Press(US) inthe
Fall of 2012.

With an introduction by
Aidinn Hunter, Daniela Elza’s
debut collection of poetry, the
weight of dew hasbeen described
asalitera, metaphorica and philo-
sophical journey from Vancouver
inland through (mostly) British
Columbia. Hereitisreviewed by
Hannah Main-van der Kamp.

linguist and philologist

Daniela Elza shapes an unu-
sual format to convey thefugitive
nature of words.

Using italics, spaces, dashes,
alternate punctuation and broken-
up words, she weaves a web of
print that does not restrict itself to
conventional verseform.

For example:

“asmy heart
(b(e@1t)s)

I N THIS DEBUT COLLECTION,

DANIELA'S
DEWLINES

The speed of the hungry eyeversus
thefugitive nature of words

Such writing can be
likened to very looseknit-
ting. Each poem—most
short enough for one
page—hasmany dropped
stitches, dropped with
skillful intent.

Playing with words
and the spaciousness be-

MAIN-VAN DER KAMP

these poets risk being
too clever with their ty-
pography as with the
over-use of brackets.
Elzaquotesfrom, and
acknowledgestheinflu-
ence of, the poetics of
Tim Lilburn regarding
the hubris of trying to

tweenthem, she' snot ask-
ing themto carry much weight.

It's difficult to replicate the
shape of theseword netsin ashort
review. One wonders if they can
even be read aloud. Readers will
haveto seethese poemsfor them-
selves,

[

THE SO-CALLED “LANGUAGE
poets,” most of them academics
(Legris, Tostevin), havehad apro-
filein B.C. for decades. At times

capture the world with
words. How helplesswordsreally
arewhen confronted with the par-
ticularity, the“thisness’ of things.

Lilburn, poet/philosopher and
teacher, has articulated an ap-
proach, especially to Nature, that
questionsawriter’sability to“ cap-
ture” the essence of anything let
aloneunderstand it. Even so there
is the paradoxical importance of
continuing to write poemswith rev-
erenceand humility.

|
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DoesElzaintend for thewords
to beread in a sequence? It's un-
clear and part of the strategy. Ap-
pearing to not betrying to control
aword flow isalso atechnique, an
artifice.

Except for thetitlesand thelib-
era sprinkling of quotesfrom other
writers, it's possible to read these
phraselets in any order. But then
they arenot intended to evokelin-
ear thoughts. Feelings, thoughts
and images dance on the page and
the page, the only apparent struc-
ture, can hardly containthem. The
dance haseccentric rhythms.

Mostly concerned with birds,
water, light, sky, leaves, the first
and last of the three sectionshave
an ephemeral qudlity.

Themiddlesection of thethree
isarecord/journa of acar tripwith
very young children through BC.
Herethereader who longsfor some
concrete narretive can relateto ge-
ography/history and touristic ex-
periences. Osoyoos, Fort Steele,
picnics, motels, elk and moose.

At one point, the poet asks us
to“ suspend/ your ability to com-
prehend.” But the scattered text
andrichword play in theweight of
dewmay dill bebarricadesfor some
readers.

It's pleasant, nonetheless, to
wander through these verbally
deconstructed landscapes, not un-
like engagement in any absorbing
activity when the talky self-con-
sciousbrainletsitself be parked.

Elza simaginativealterations of
words will raise afew eyebrows,
thoughtfully. Thearrangementswill
halt the speed of the hungry eye
and giveit causeto pause.

Isn't that, in part, what
poetry isfor? o7s-1-896949-21-5

Hannah Main — van der
Kamp doesnot knit but tries
to hold wordsloosely onthe
Upper Sunshine Coast.

DanielaElza

Jamella Hagen

Dragging the Cabin

It would be easier, they thought,

to move the six-sided cabin
they’d built

than to start again with a pile

of logs, spikes and

two-by-fours, so

my parents unroofed the
place shingle
by shingle to avoid snagging
passing hydro wires,
pried out all the glass
windows, jacked up the walls
and floor,

the wood cookstove still inside,
loaded the thing on skids
and dragged it,
eight miles on gravel roads.
Needless to say, the skids
—two huge spruce—

shredded beneath it as they
hauled.

The logs began to shift,
unhinging

at each of the six corners

and the floor beneath the
cookstove

splintered, heaved, gave itself up
to the rutted driveway,
that long dirt
track thick with timothy,
chickweed,
the occasional lowbush blueberry.

From Kerosene (Nightwood
$18.95) by Jamella Hagen,
who grew up in Hazelton.
978-0-88971-263-8

Fred Wah

Wah named PL

Fred Wah has been appointed
Canada’s parliamentary poet lau-
reate. Born in Swift Current, Sas-
katchewan on January 23, 1939,
he grew up in the West Kootenays.
He is the son of a Canadian-born
Chinese-Scots-Irish father raised
in China and a Swedish-born Ca-
nadian mother from Swift Current.
In the early 1950s, his family op-
erated the newest and most mod-
ern Chinese cafe in Nelson, the
Diamond Grill, subject of one of
his more than twenty books.



Now Available!

An In-depth Directory of B.C. Breweries
from 1858 - 2011.

Beer Bla_ronﬁslg_f BC

! New from Three O’Clock Press

A flourishing of life following its horrible suppression at
the hands of the Pinochet regime, Refribution follows
three generations of women from their home in Chile to
exile in Vancouver and back again.

A heart-wrenching
work of fiction.”
—Gary Geddes

N THE EDGE OF

DL

“Stunning honesty.”
—Sally Armstrong

MM&"H- A candid memoir and an intense look at the

72 pages, including the secrets of the complexities of Afghan society from one who survived
Stanley Park Brewery, 16 colour pages, a decades of conflict. On the Edge of Being charts a life of

limited edition, each copy signed & finding the words to tell one’s story.
numbered, $30 plus $5 for shipping:

Bcbeerbarons@hotmail.ca
ISBN: 978-0-9697455-1-8

More from Women's P

“It's a must read”"—B. Williams

NEW BOOK RELEASE

— [ ] [ ]
| Raising
= Kain
‘| The adventurous
life of Conrad Kain,
Canada’s greatest

mountaineer

From Keith Powell, author of Living
in the Shadow of Fisher Peak

Distributed by Sandhill Marketing

CBC @

)

As heard on BC Almanac, RadioWest
and North-By-Northwest

‘Wild Horse Creek Press
Cranbrook, BC - 250-417-4711
www.wildhorsecreekpress.com
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THumMB BORDER
"
(_J()I,l,(l".(,l [I(_)x N
EDITED BY GREEN THUMB 2 ; :
=Glen'Baker
THEATRE S BowUpheCastie  Lost Cooniat
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“Young people’s theatre Six plays written for young Like her first book, Mother BY GLEN BAKER and misadventure, At/ e
loesn’t vet anineful  andiences —fi mary Christmas, this is a fun, and Glen Bakers many years Snn ritis unalna, er
doesn’t get more meaningfu audiences—from primary domicallbok stthe lifeof 5 6o as a lawyer and district ! struggles
than this. through high school —that busy woman facing unwelcome court judge has made him Reverends in the to adjust to life in
showcease some of the life changes. Trenholms humour an amazing mystery writer. english countryside  North America and her
Torley Walk ey lavs f makes this an ideal gift for You will be glued to this of the 1930s subsequent triumph
—Morley Walker, most inspiring plays from women who with life’s intriguing mystery novel - over alcoholism.
The Winnipeg Free Press Vancouver's Green Thumb challenges are typically covering the NoveL. $22.95 Mewmorr. $22.95
Theatre AVAILABLE NOW in need of a good laugh! Canadian Pacific Northwest! | ISBN: 978-0-9784049-7-0 ISBN: 978-0-9784049-6-3
: . AR T A . Samre. $17.50 NoveL. $14.95
FROM PLAYWRIGHTSCANADA.COM ISBN: 978-0-9784049-6-3 ISBN: 978-0-9865185-1-5
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WWW.WESTPROPUBLISHING.COM 7 604.856.4955 . SALES@WESTPROPUBLISHING.COM
- ~

258, . “Buckerfield—a resource
LAY % SV VR O book for BC’s cultural history
and also an engaging
domestic narrative.”

—Mary Ann & David Stouck

Sunshir.u: Coast
estival

of the e
written arts
159 B2 e ()il 52
_, August 16-19, 2012
Celebrating <~ &4 Tickets on sale May 30

30 years of
Canadian writers and books

Rockwood Centre  Sechelt
w.writersfestival.ca
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Subscribe to (Buii Codantia History and receive four issues a variety of readers and prove a valuable addition to the social his-
per year for only $20 tory of Vancouver and B.C.

research, preservation and support.

The Story of a Vancouver Family
By Mary Buckerfield White (with Philip Sherwood)

he entertaining story of the Buckerfield family of Vancouver.
Mary Buckerfield White, the only daughter of Ernest and
Amy Buckerfield, tells not only her story but that of her hus-
band, Victor, and parents along with engaging tales of relatives and
personages who played a part in their lives. She also chronicles the
rise of her father’s business, Buckerfield’s Feeds Seeds and Ferti-
lizers, which became a household name throughout much of British
Columbia. Lavishly illustrated, this generous book is sure to delight

8 x 10. 334 pages. * ISBN 978-0-9877491-0-9 « $25.00 (No HST!)
buckerfieldbook@gmail.com

Call 604.582.1548 or order online at bchistory.ca Hager Books (in Kerrisdale) 2176 West 41 Ave., Vancouver B.C.
Published by the British Columbia Historical Federation: a collective voice that encourages interest in history through 604.263.9412 « hagerbooks@uniserve.com . Www.hagerbooks.ca

BUCKERFIELD

Brtisk Colicrntice History
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Ben Swankey
(1913-2011) with

Geoff Meggs f

“ENGAGED

biographer of On-to-Ottawatrek

leader Arthur ‘SIim’ Evans

and M étiscommander Gabriel

Dumont, Ben Swankey

wasoneof Western Canada sfore-
most socialist historiansand lecturers.

As a prominent Communist Party candidate in B.C. and
Alberta, Swankey wasinterned during World War 11, but then
enlisted in the Allies’ war effort. He later became one of the
three main co-founders of the Vancouver civic political party
COPE (the Committee of Progressive Electors) along with
Harry Rankin and Frank Kennedy. Vancouver city coun-
cillor Geoff Meggs edited Swankey’sautobiography in 2008.
Swankey died at age 98 on November 22, 2011.

After his parents newly emigrated from Russia, Swankey
was born in Steinbach, Manitoba, as Bernhard Schwanke, on
September 17, 1913, as the fifth child of Leokadia and
Gustav Schwanke. Hisfather initially worked asarail-
road labourer and the family lived in Herbert, Saskatchewan.
Ben rode the rails at age 14, reaching Washington State one
summer, where heworked asafruit picker. With $10, he hitch-
hiked from the prairiesto Vancouver at age 17.

Soonafter hisarrival, Swankey becamepolitically radicalized
by attending an anti-war raly with hisbrother, ateacher, at the
Cambie Street Groundsin Vancouver. When demonstratorsre-
vealed their communist loyalties, police brutally attacked the
crowd. Accordingto Tom Hawthorn'sobituary intheGlobe
& Mail, Swankey tore off awhite picket from afence at agas
station and struck back. Swankey kept attacking capitalismwith
wordsfor seven more decades after that.

Asoppression against Communist Party membersand dis-
sident labour in Canada increased, Ben Swankey became an
outspoken ‘ codition builder,’ raising fundsto support striking
coal minersat Crowsnest Passin 1932. He also co-organized
and participated in ahunger march in Edmonton that year, an
event often cited for the solidification of hisradicalism.

Swankey married Olive Senko one day after his 20th
birthday, and the couple tried homesteading north of Prince
George, but they barely survived onelong winter beforereturn-
ingtoliveinAlberta. Followingtheir divorce, hewould marry a
Winnipeg pianist, Anne Wiseman, during the war years.
The couple met after hearing a speech by communist leader
Tim Buck.

In 1940, Ben Swankey, as a communist, was arrested in
Calgary for allegedly pasting anti-war stickersin the streets.
Thispoliceframe-up failed to win aconviction, but Swankey
wasre-arrested on the steps of the courthouse as soon ashewas
released. Thistime hewasarrested under Section 21 or the War
Measures Act, without charge or atrial. He was held for a
monthinaCalgary jail before being sent to KananaskisIntern-
ment Camp south of Canmore, Alberta. There he was seques-
tered without recourse with other communistsand | eft-leaning
citizenswho had been apprehended by the state—and impris-
oned dong with Nazis.

OUTRAGERE

The life and times of a tireless man

Swankey was eventually transferred to another internment
camp for intellectual sand communistsin Petawawa, Ontario.
[Theinternment camp at Kananaskisisno longer recognizable
as a barbed wire compound; it was used in the 1980s as an
Environmental Science Centrefor theUniversity of Calgary.]

When the Soviet Union joined forceswith theWestern alies
to combat Hitler’'s Nazis, Swankey was released and he soon
enlistedinthe Canadian Army. After serving briefly overseas, he
became Communist Party leader inAlbertain 1945. Heraninthe
1945 federal election inthe Albertariding of Jasper-Edson but
received only five per cent of thevote. Asthe Communist Party
had been outlawed, he represented the newly formed L abour-
Progressive Party, aeuphemismfor thecommunists. Againheran
federally in 1949 in Edmonton, thenin 1953in PeaceRiver.

In 1957, Ben Swankey moved to VVancouver where he be-
friended lawyer Harry Rankin, asoaWorld War 11 veteran. Asa
journalist, Swankey was editor of varioustrade union publica-
tions. Asreported by Tom Hawthorn, Swankey said his Mos-
cow-published biography of the Métismilitary leader Gabriel
Dumont, for which he could find no publisher in Canada, sold
50,000 copiesinitsRussian-only version.

Swankey later became a strong advocate for the Old Age
Pensioners Association, fighting to preserve social programs
and appearing inthemediato defend and affirm seniors' rights.
The City of Vancouver declared Ben Swankey Day in 2003 to
mark his90th birthday.

Ben Swankey remained committed to social justiceeven dur-
ing hisfinal yearsin aBurnaby care facility where he had the
newspaper read to him daily. In Hawthorn’swords, he remained
“engaged and outraged.”

BOOKS by

Man Along the Shore: History of the Vancouver
Waterfront and the Canadian Area, International
Longshoremen’s and Warehousemen’s Union
(ILWU Local 500 Pensioners, 1975) Two printings.

"Work and Wages”! A Semi-Documentary
Account of the Life and Times of Arthur H.
(Slim) Evans: 1890-1944 Carpenter, Miner, Labour
Leader (Trade Union Research Bureau, 1977),
co-written with Jean Sheils.

Gabriel Dumont and the Saskatchewan
Rebellion of 1885 (Moscow: Progress Books, 1980).
Published in Russian only.

The Fraser Institute
(Centre for Socialist Education, 1984)

The Tory Budget (Centre for Socialist Education, 1985)

Brother Can You Spare a Billion?
The Politics of Corporate Concentration in Canada
(Centre for Socialist Education, 1987)

COPE: Working for Vancouver: 1968-1993
(Committee of Progressive Electors, 1993).
With John Church, Elaine Decker and Gary Onstad.

What's New: Memoirs of a Socialist Idealist
(Trafford, 2008) aka A Prairie Marxist's Memoir.
Edited by Geoff Meggs.
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Margaret Primeau
(1914-2011)

Under-heralded five-time novelist Margaret
Primeau died at age 97 in Vancouver on October
29, 2011. Born in Saint Paul, Alberta on May 10, 1914,
she wrote in French, having lived in France and Italy.
Primeau first came to Vancouver in 1954. She later
became associate professor Emerita of the UBC
French department. Memories of a fairtytale child-
hood were the basis for Sauvage Sauvageon (Edi-
tions des Plaines, 1984), winner of the Prix Champlain
for the best novel written in French in North America
(1986). In that book, when Maxine is five years old in
Alberta, her father is like ‘a magic lantern,’ like a
prince who holds the key to
aworld of magic. Later, the
heroine comes to terms with
her disillusionment with life
while surveying her past
from aretreat on Galiano Is-
land. The novel was trans-
lated and B.C.-published as
Savage Rose (Ekstasis,
1999).

Norman Newton (1929-2011)

L —
Margaret Primeauy

Novelist, playwright and CBC radio producer Nor-
man Newton died on December 27, 2011. Bornin
Vancouver in 1929, Newton corresponded with
Earle Birney and became part of Birney’s Au-
thor’'s Anonymous circle that included Robert
Harlow, Norm Klenman, Ernest Perrault,
Ben Maartman and Hilda Thomas. During
Newton’s many years at CBC radio, his friendship
with fellow CBC announcer Bill Reid led himto an
enduring interest in the Haida. Released one year
prior to Alan Fry’s breakthrough novel about B.C.
Indian reserves, How A People Die, Norman New-
ton’s third novel, The Big Stuffed Hand of Friend-
ship (1969), provides a credible and occasionally
ribald portrait of a coastal B.C. town and its often
strained relations between Aboriginals and whites.
Newton later produced a non-fiction book, Fire in
the Raven’s Nest: The Haida of British Columbia
(1973) that is an amalgam of interviews, oral narra-
tives, myths and documentary materials, with some
direct input from Bill Reid. One section recalls how
smallpox destroyed the traditional culture on the
Queen Charlotte Islands. Published in England, New-
ton’s first historical novel about Mexico, The House
of Gods (1961), recalls Toltec culture from the 15th
century. His second novel set in Mexico, The One
True Man, incorporates Mayan and Aztec stories to
theorize that Phoenicians could have established
colonies in North America centuries prior to the birth
of Christ. Newton’s non-fiction book, Thomas Gage
in Spanish America (1969), recalls the Englishman
who wentto Spain in 1612 and became a Dominican
priest. He retired to Gabriola Island.




community-minded but globally connected

Open year-round with over 25,000 titles
plus a great selection of Canadian authors,
used books, art supplies, and unique gifts.

An independent bookseller in Vancouver for over 40 years ) -
T Please join us for our 3rd annual
Lloyd Kahn ;

Thurs, April 19 7pm g ; GALIANO LITERARY FESTIVAL

FREE Talk with Slideshow & Signing www.galianoliteraryfestival.wordpress.com
Emily Carr Lecture Theatre

Brian Swimme’s Film
Journey of the Universe
Wed, April 25 7pm

Canadian Memorial Church, Vancouver

$15 Tickets at Banyen/at door f 1400 Johnston St., Vancouver February 20 I 2'
Film screening and panel discussion with g Lloyd Kahn, author of Builders of — e —
Biologist PillegBunneII, Astronomer Jaymie i i the ch:f{(cgoas’t#wd[ SP%@‘k oln g'ﬁ " ALIAN o
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Beverley Gray
3608 West 4th Ave. Thurs, April 26 6:30-8pm

FREE In-Store Talk & Signing
Vancouver, BC Herb Walk: Sat, April 28
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Thistledown Press * www.thistledownpress.com [ S R —
ISBN 978-1-897235-83 « $12.95

Top-~Grade Arabica
Coffees
Roasted InThe Shop.

Sidwney £2

Bccktcww
Canada’s Ouly Booktown

Explore 9 unique bookshops in
Sidney By-The-Sea, offering a great selection
of new and second-hand titles!
Ferries 5 mins =»
# ripen DAT BAY HIGHWAY NO

The Military Bookshop — Beacon Books

Period Fine Bindings FIFTH STREET
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Dragon Horse Tanner's
F Bargain Books
Tanner’s Bargain Books s -

'FOURTH STREET

3INNIAV NOIVIS

#5 - 1046 Mason St. Victoria, B.C. V8T 1A3
(just off Cook Street) ¢ Tel: 1-250-384-0905

Hand sorted for premium quality « Full selection of exotic teas

+ B.C. honey and Belgian chocolates * Mail orders welcome R
o
www.yokascoffee.com

Visit Sidney By-The-Sea
Just minutes from the Swartz Bay Ferry Terminal
www.sidneybooktown.ca

Yoka’s Literary pick for summer: The Midwife of Venice by Roberta Rich
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n a lovely sunny fall day in Oc-
tober 2011 in Prague, | wrote

the following note for a Czech
journa Tyden (‘ TheWeek’) that had
aspecial issueonVVaclav Havel’'s75th
birthday. Littledid | know thisbirthday
greeting to my friend wasto bemy last.

Dear Véclay,

The first Becherovka [aperitif] of my lifel
drank with you in September 1978. It was in
Hradecek [ hissummer house] and it seemed to
me like a dream. You said then that | should

come back in a couple of dayswith my mother,
and you would make us scrambled eggs with
fresh mushrooms.
Asit turned out, thisdid not happen. The
police stopped us in front of Hradecek. We
both played theroles of ightly stupid tour-
ists, who totally mixed up a detour and had
no idea wherethey were.
You have been with me from 1978 on-
ward and enriched my lifein somany direc-
tionsthat | have no words for it. So, just
simply in the Canadian way, HAPPY

BIRTHDAY, VASEK! [diminutive for

Véclav]

—Marketa Goetz-Sankiewicz
U

IN 2012, AS THE PLANE CARRIED ME FROM

Frankfurt to Prague, | waslatefor themain

memorid for Véclav Havel, the country’s

ex-president, in &.Vitus Cathedral at the
Hradcany Castle.

With agrey feeling of unreality | dragged my
take-on suitcase to the exit at the airport. There|
could hardly believe my eyes. A man was holding

up asignthat said “Marketa.”

Thegrey fedling gradually evaporated asl

wasdriventothePrague crematoriumwhere
alessofficial memorial for friendswasto
takeplace. Still therewasacrowd outside.

Darknesswasfalling but the evening was

illuminated by hundreds of candles.

Inside, people brought flowers and

stopped by the small coffin that was

raised above the crowd. Friends stepped

forward, oneby one, and spoke about how
Véclav had affected their lives.

Therewasapowerful choir and classical music—some

of it Czech—but this gathering was also punctuated by silenceasa

deep sense of irreparablelossfilled theair.

A few daysearlier, television screens around the globe showed
hundreds of thousands of Czechsmoving slowly, following thecar
bearing Havel’s casket across the ancient Charles Bridge to the
castlewhere, twenty-two yearsearlier, ayouthful dissident play-
wright had been catapulted into the presidency by - inthiscase -
the benevolent stormsof historical change.

Véaclav Havel wrote anew constitution, reopened the Castle
Gardens, inaccessibleto the public for many decades, and re-estab-
lished ademocratic government after more than four decades of

Vaclav Havel, T :
totalitarian rule. Thelatter work, of course, encountered many dif-

wearing his

Vancouver ficultiesand proceeded only gradually.
t-shirt and Freedom, so passionately yearned for by multitudes every-
holding a bag wherein the world, imposes a heavy burden of responsibility on
Osf o%%taa:ﬁif‘ those who fight for it, then struggle to maintain it. In the case of
being Havel, he sacrificed some of himself asawriter in order to servehis

released peopleasapolitician.
fro mlgg :0 n When still apersecuted “ dissident” whose writingswere banned
in .

inhisown country, Havel had cometo worl dwide attention through
his essays: “The Power of the Powerless’ (1978), “Palitics and
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Vaclav & Vancouver

M ar keta Goetz-Sankiewicz remembers Czech playwright
and president V aclav Havel who was published by UBC Press

Conscience” (1984), and his Lettersto Olga, written from
prison between 1979 and 1982.

Hisplays, including The Vanek Plays (published by UBC
Pressin 1987) and the formidable Faust play Temptation,
were produced in many countries.

Literature awaysinfused him withwisdom and courage.
Aspresident, Havel travelled theworld, giving speecheson
five continents, talking (in thewords of hisEnglishtranda-
tor Paul Wilson, aCanadian) “about Godot and political
patienceto the French, about Gandhi and non-violenceto
thelndians, [and] about Kafka and self-doubt to the I srae-
lis”

Véclav Havel wroteall hispresidential speecheshimself.
He claimed that thiswriting kept him sane on the job “ be-
causeitisreally one of the more creative aspects of being
president.” Soit washemadethe nameof hissmall country,
the Czech Republic, crushed for centuries on that restless
crossroads at the centre of Europe, internationally known
and respected.

All thisisdoubtlessgenerally familiar toliterate people,
but it seems only fitting at the time of his death to renew
publicly our homageto thisman whose moral courage had
an extraordinary national and international impact.

During those daysin Prague that were darkened by the
loss of aunique man, | again became acutely aware of the
perennial contradictionsthat seemed engrained in Vaclav
Havel'slife.

Whilebasically shy and entirely free of political postur-
ing, he was yet able to address huge gatherings and keep
their undivided attention; hewas deeply sincere, yet had an
ironic detachment from events; while capable of genuine
self-depreciation, he was unbendable when a basic value
wasat stake; he preserved asustained sense of humour even
during the gravest situations, and having lived through dec-
ades of harassment and persecution, heclaimed hewasinca
pableof hatred.

Now, as | grope for the mysteries of his persondlity, |
must refrain from becoming emotional (aquality abhorred by
the Czech character, and VVéclav himself). Sol will end with
thisreminiscence of Havel by noting hisconnectionwith Van-
couver—wherehisplayswere publishedin English.

The Czech-born novelist Jan Drabek liveshere, and
| have translated some of his plays, but Havel also had a
persistent curiosity about thecity itself. In 2004, Havel had
been planning to cometo Vancouver to participatein apanel
that alsoincluded the Dalai Lama and Bishop Tutu
but his doctor forbade him to do so dueto hisfrail health.

Although several of hisplayshave been performed here,
hehimsdlf never managed avisit. Still hemaintained adeeply-
felt connection to Canada.

For many years, Véaclav Havel loved towear aT-shirt |
sent himthat said* VANCOUVER MILUJE VASKA' (‘Van-
couver lovesVaclav'). Itisajoyful thought that thisamaz-
ing man liked to show, with atwinklein hiseye, theloving
noteon hischest that displayed the affection of aCanadian
city. Whilemourning hisloss, | remind myself of the T-shirt,
andsmile.

| particularly cherish aphoto of Havel in hisVancouver
T-shirtin 1984, ashort time after he came out of prison. He
iscarrying asack of potatoes, clearly not at hisbest. Others
show him wearing it earlier, in the garden of his country
homewherefriends and dissidents met and discussed phi-
losophy, literature and poalitics.

Mar keta Goetz-Sankiewiczisa UBC professor emeritusof
comparativeliterature. While Vaclav Havel wasimprisoned
by the Communist Party, sheedited TheVanek Plays, Four
Authors, One Character (UBC Press 1987), which fea-
tured Havel'sfictional Ferdinand Vanek asa dissident play-
wright. Bornin Czechosovakiain 1927, Goetz-Sankiewicz
also wrote The Silenced Theatre: Czech Playwrights
Without A Sage and edited Critical Essays on Vaclav
Havel.
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is for Alert Archivist

LONG ENSCONCED AT POSSIBLY THE ONLY
archives on pilings anywhere on our West
Coadt, Joyce Wilby (above) of theAlert
Bay Public Library and Museum hasbeena
local librarian and archivist for 53 years,
having arrived at Alert Bay in 1948. Inthe
abovephoto shewelcomesRick James
on histour to promote Raincoast Chroni-
cles 21: West Coast Wrecks & Other
Maritime Tales (Harbour $24.95).

978-1-55017-545-5

s for Bartlett

FOLLOWING THE PATH MADE BY SONG-
gatherer Phil Thomas, theduo of Jon
Bartlett and Rika Ruebsaat have
mined thearchivesof Princeton and Hedley
for an unprecedented collection of heritage
writing, Dead Horse on the Tulameen:
Settler Verse from BC’s Similkameen
Valley (Canadian Folk Workshop $29, in-
cludespostage). Their illustrated narrative
and verse anthology isarare, thorough re-
flection of pioneer lifein B.C. to accom-
pany their new CD of Similkameen-made
songsand poetry, Now It's Called Princeton,
their fifthmusical release.  978-0-9877255-0-9

-

A section of Stan Douglas’ massive mural “Abbott & Cordova”

s for Compton

AFTER HIS ONE-YEAR STINT AS THE VANCOUVER
Public Library’sseventh writer-in-residence,
Wayde Compton hasbeen selected to
take over from Betsy Warland asthe
director of Simon Fraser University’sWrit-
er'sStudio. The new Poet Laureatefor Van-
couver is Evelyn Lau; and Victorid's
Deborah Willis isthe 2012 writer-in-
residenceat Joy KogowaHouse, whereshe
will liveand work at until April 15, 2012.

song
since 1975.

is for Douglas

STAN DOUGLAS. ABBOTT & CORDOVA,
7 August 1971 (Arsenal $40) arises from
his creation of a gargantuan photo mural
depicting Vancouver’s infamous 1971
Gastown Riot. The book is arare attempt
todelveintothehistorical and socia ramifi-
cationsof apivotal andviolent eventinVan-
couver’s history during which police,
equipped with newly acquired riot sticks,
pummeled peaceful demonstratorsduring
the “Gastown Smoke-in” held to protest
harsh anti-marijuanalaws. The debaclewas
the pinnacle of friction between Dan
McLeod’s Georgia Sraight ‘hippie
newspaper and Mayor Tom Campbell,
marking thebeginning of theend of the' peace
‘n’ love' counter-culturemovementin B.C.

978-1-55152-406-1

E is for Eden

ONE WAY TO WEEN YOUR KIDS OFF THE
computer, cel phone and aplethoraof other
consumer itemsisto get’em hooked on 100
fun, green garden projectsfor thewholefam-
ily asoutlined by Christina Symons
and John Gillespie’sEveryday Eden
(Harbour $29.95). There are step-by-step
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PAULA WILD PHOTO

directions for projects that can take any-
wherefrom five minutesto an entire week-
end. It can befor abal cony-sized plot or a
rural acreage.

978-1-55017-538-7

F s for Furstenwald

LIKE ‘EM OR HATE ‘EM, FIREARMS INSTRUCTOR
York Furstenwald wantsparentsand
children to know more about guns. There
are almost 300 million guns in North
America, so Kids, Guns & the Truth
(North Vancouver: 3B Publishing $19.95)
sharesfactsand advice: A modern high cali-
breriflehasmoreforceat Yamileaway than
apoint blank shot from ahandgun. Firing
gunsin celebration often kills peoplewhen
the bullets come to earth. Treat every gun
asif it'sloaded.

978-0-9737938-0-2

is for Gambone

LARRY GAMBONE GREW UP IN LOGGING
towns on Vancouver Island where he was
activeintheanti-nuclear weapons* Ban-the-
Bomb’ movement. He founded Red Lion
Pressin 1984 and began to publish aseries
of chapbookson labour, social history and
anarchism. Hismost recent booksare The
View From Anarchist Mountain (Red
Lion Press $16) and The Impossibilists
(Red Lion Press $10), which features the
writings of the Socialist Party of Canada
and the One Big Union (1906-1938). Itisa
revised edition that also includeswritings
by Ginger Goodwin. More info:
Redlionpress@hotmail.com

" Ginger Goodwin




The*
Steyest
trami (ak
Sockeye

is for Hyde

RON HYDE OF THE BC HISTORICAL FEDERA-
tion has written The Sockeye Special:
The Story of the Steveston Tram and
Early Lulu Island (BCHF $15 plus $5
postage). The Sockeye Special was the tram

that ran between Vancouver and Steveston
from 1905 through 1958. Initially many pas-
sengers were workers from Vancouver
traveling to the canneries in Steveston where
they were canning Sockeye salmon, the pre-
mium of all salmon, thus is became known
as the Sockeye Special.

978-1-55383-303-1

is for Island

HAVING RESEARCHED THE HISTORY OF
Vancouver Island wine-making and visited
its meaderies, cideries, fruit wines, artisan
distilleries and craft beer makers, Gary
Hynes and the writers of E4AT magazine
have won a 2011 Gourmand International
Wine Books Award for Island Wineries of
British Columbia (Touchwood $29.95).
It includes recipes from chefs at Café Brio,
Camille’s, Sooke Harbour House, Stage Wine
Bar and other leading Island restaurants.

is for JJ

JuJ. LEE OF NEW WESTMINSTER WAS NOMI-

9781926741260

nated for the Governor General’s Award for
Non-Fiction for The Measure of a Man:
The Story of a Father, a Son, and a Suit
(M&S $29.99). 1t’s now up for the Charles
Taylor Prize [See T for Taylor]. Lee is the
menswear columnist for the Vancouver Sun
and broadcasts a weekly fashion column for
CBC Radio in Vancouver. He spent a year
as an apprentice at Modernize Tailors and
was featured in the award-winning film
about the shop, Tailor Made: The Last Tai-

lor Shop in Chinatown. 978-0-7710-4647-6

is for Kishkan

IN HER SUPERB NEW MEMOIR MNEMONIC:
A Book of Trees (Goose Lane $19.95),
Theresa Kishkan names each chapter
for a particular tree — the Garry oak, the

Ponderosa pine, the silver olive, and others
— to place her personal past within a bo-
tanical/historical context. It’s about child-
hood, young womanhood, marriage, the
building of a house, raising children and writ-
ing books, echoing the words of Pliny the
Elder, “Hence it is right to follow the natu-
ral order, to speak about trees before other
things...” Flip open this book on any page,

and you’re charmed. 978-0-86492-706-4

Theresa
Kishkan

is for Lawrence

IAIN LAWRENCE OF GABRIOLA ISLAND HAS
received the $20,000 Vicky Metcalf Award
for Children’s Literature from the Writers’
Trust of Canada. The prize recognizes his
body of work for young adult fiction rang-
ing “from the realms of early nineteenth
century seafarers to a remote, twentieth cen-
tury lighthouse off B.C.’s north coast, and
from Cold War rural America to a southern
English village at the height of World War 1.”
His books include Gemini Summer for which
he received the Governor General’s Liter-
ary Award for Children’s Literature in 2007.
Visit www.writerstrust.com

Writers’ Trust winner lain Lawrence:
“I don’t think it’'s good enough to
just entertain.”

s for McCardell

ONCE MORE ONE OF B.C.’S MOST
philanthropic writers, Mike McCardell,
has enjoyed a prolonged presence on the
BC Bestsellers List, this time with Here’s
Mike: With Junkyard Granny, Whistling
Bernie Smith, the Robertson Screw-
driver, Pancakes and Eternal Truth (Har-
bour $32.95). It’s a compendium of
McCardell’s favourite stories from the thou-
sands of television tales he has shared at the
close of Global TV’s News Hour. 9781550175622

continued on next page
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SelfCounsel Press

A Canadian’s Best Tax Haven:
The US
by Robert Keats
* Debunk the myths and avoid the
hidden cost of tax havens.
¢ Learn about the US-Canada Tax
Treaty and cross-border taxes for
snowbirds.
* Keep more of what you earn —
legally!
$24.95 Paperback

"NCARADIAN
BESTTAN RAVER
TS

Tabeyou money ad DRIVE) |

Estate Planning for

the Blended Family
by L. Paul Hood, Jr.
and Emily Bouchard

* Blended families now com-
prise the largest segment of
families in Canada.

* Create your plan, make it
legal, and ensure your assets
g0 where you want.

forthe
Blend -
Family
L. Paul Hood, Jr, .
and Emily Bouchard

* Document an estate plan for

your unique family situation and enjoy piece of mind.
$24.95 Paperback + CD-ROM

Write Your Legal Will
in 3 Easy Steps
by Tom Carter
* It's 100% legal — written
and updated by a Canadian

lawyer.

* No lawyer required; save
legal fees.

* Protect your loved ones and
your estate.

$24.95 Paperback + CD-ROM

C0-AOM inciuded

W Jour Legal il
Ind Basy Steps

COMPLETE KITst

Everything you need to write a legal will

g * 0% 0% gl —

Writing Screenplays
by Jessie Coleman and Paul Peditto
* Everyone’s got a story ... find
your voice and write a unique
story that sells!

¢ Turn your true-life drama into a
salable work of art by focusing
on the memoir aspect of story-
telling.

¢ Transform dream into reality by
getting your story published on
Broadway or the silver screen!

$19.95 Paperback

lessie Coleman
and Paul Peditio

* Lowm o adapt v

Writing Historical Fiction
by Mort Castle

* Break free from outdated for-
mulas and take your work to the
next level.

* Learn how to research for this
unique genre and carefully
choose your facts.

* Develop new elements of style
in your writing and successfully
market your finished work.

$22.95 Paperback + CD-ROM

HISTORICAL
FICTION

Marl Castle

www.self-counsel.com
1-800-663-3007
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| is for Nawrocki

ALONG WITH DENMAN
Island’s Ron Sak-
olsky and Sean
Wood, East Vancou-
ver-born Norman
Nawrocki is one of
three British Colum-
bians included in the

first-ever anthology in English of anarchist
fiction, Subversions (Les Pages Noires
$14.95), a bilingual collection of eighteen
contemporary anarchist writers from across
North America and Europe.

is for Oke

NANCY OKE, A RESEARCH VOLUNTEER AT
the Royal B.C. Museum, and Robert
Griffin, manager of its history section for
30 years, along with Greg Evans, have
gathered more than 200 photos for their ex-

9782980576324

tensive look at 100 years of food and drink
in Victoria, Feeding the Family (RBCM
$29.95). Feeding The Family tells how local
biscuit makers disappeared as cheaper im-
ports arrived and how seasonal fresh peas
gave way to canned and then frozen peas
on the supermarket shelves. A review of the
book can be found in the latest issue of BC
Studies, our province’s most venerable book
review periodical. www.bcstudies.com

978-0-7726-6343-6

BC

BOOKWORLD
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is for Parr

JOY PARR, AUTHOR OF
The Gender of Bread-
winners, became the
first female historian
to win the J.B. Tyrrell
Historical Medal from
the Royal Society of

V.
Joy Parr

Canada when she was
teaching at SFU. Her Sensing Changes:
Technologies, and the Everyday, 1953-2003
(UBC Press) has received the 2011 Canada
Prize in the Social Sciences category. Parr
has been cited as “the outstanding Canadian
historian of her generation.”

athletes have for many
yean recognized the
healthful, body-building
qualities of gosd beer
taken in moderation. It
feeds the nerves and
supplies the system with
many needed elements.

W LUCKy

u
GUARANTEED By /8
$10,000 BOND I/

Same Price as Brces
COAST BREWERIES LTD.
Mew

estmimster - Victoris

pzertisament is not published er displaved by the Liquer:Cootrol Board or by -
Governmant ol British. Columbias

An ad in The Colonist, 1936, extolling
the virtures of drinking beer to
improve athletic performance.

A COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD

Q is for Quartermain

THE VANCOUVER PUBLIC LIBRARY STAFF HAS
selected poct Meredith Quartermain
as its writer-in-residence for 2012. Associ-
ated with the Kootenay School of Writing,
Quartermain received the Dorothy Livesay
Prize for Vancouver Walking in 2006, a
in 2008 by
Nightmarker, prose-like observations of

collection followed

Vancouver’s architecture and people.

is for Russell

VICTORIA HALLMARK SOCIETY PRESIDENT
Nick Russell has published Glorious
Victorians: 150 Years/150 Houses — Cel-
ebrating Residential Architecture in
BC’s Capital (Sandhill $34.95) to re-
flect changing architectural fash- :
ions that tell a story about vl
the prosperity of British
Columbia’s capital city.
What is Queen Anne
style? Did a premier live
here? Who were the great ; :
architects? What impor-
tant buildings have been
lost over the years? And what
will tomorrow’s heritage
buildings look like?

9780987788900

David Spaner

Nick Russell with Victorian blueprint

is for Spaner

DAVID SPANER’S SHOOT IT! HOLLYWOOD
Inc. and the Rising of Independent Film
(Arsenal $22.95) examines how Hollywood
lost its ability to support the work of crea-
tive filmmakers. It is also a portrait of
the independent filmmakers who
have risen up to fill the void.
Indie directors Gus Van
Sant, Mike Leigh,
Atom Egoyan, Sally
Potter, John Sayles,
and Ken Loach arc inter-
viewed. Spaner has worked as a
~ movie critic, reporter, and editor.
He is the author of Dreaming in
the Rain: How Vancouver Be-
came Hollywood North
by Northwest (Arse-
nal 2003).
9781551524085

QUICKIES is an affordable advertising vehicle

U I C K I E S exclusively for writers, artists, publications & events.

For info on how to be included:

FOR

INDEPENDENTS

Simple Solutions to Global Problems
by Pummy Kaur

Based on Gandhian Principles
without reliance on governments,
business, industry or financial
institutions.

(LD TN 55 142511685-X - $20

ed’oplypuebpinomjeym:mmm

A SEASON O
NON-VIOLENCE

e

woo’||IpeWAIWa MMM

The Captain Joe Series
by Emily Madill
Life lessons for children.

ISBN 978-0981257907+$11.95 each
({DINR@ Available from Amazon.ca

A Season of
Non-Violence
64 ways for 64 days

by Pummy Kaur
ISBN 978-1-77084-083-6 + $20

bookworld@telus.net

Your
ad
here.

Call
604-736-4011
oremail
bookworld@telus.net

woo ioyjneobinogaun-mmm

Anarchist short \lllr|l‘ﬁj
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Subversions
Anarchist short stories
This collection includes stories by
Ron Sakolsky, Norman Nawrocki,
CaraHoffman and others. Contact:
awb@daemonflower.com

ISBN 978-2-9805763-2-4 + $12

SHORT
STORIES

BIOGRAPHY

MEMORIES
OF CHEKHOV

The

DESSERTS

Memories of
Chekhov
Edited by Peter Sekirin

Accounts of Anton Chekhov from
his family, friends & contemporaries.
ISBN 9780786458714 + $45
Published by McFarland

The Desserts of War
by David Kos

“Abeautiful portrait of present day
Vietnam, a heartbreaking love story
and suspenseful political intrigue...”
—W.P.Kinsella, Books in Canada

ISBN 978-1-903571-72-9 « $18

wod'|iewjoy@1iBsoy « yn-09°ssaiduewbey

NOVEL

Winter's Captive
by June Bourgo
“A nonstop thriller that should

prove quite hard to put down.”
MIDWEST BOOK REVIEW

ISBN 978-1-926720-17-3 + $19.95

THanolis .

B9°pEMIQISOIqI]" MMM

Vortex by Manolis

In his new collection of poems
Manolis scans the vortex and sees
inits turbulence and eddies,

the clash and tease of love.

IO AM ISBN 978-1-926763-16-3 + $18

The Listener
by David Lester

“Adense and fiercely
intelligent work... all in a
lyrical and stirring tone.”
— Publishers Weekly (NY)

ISBN 9781894037488 $19.95

woo uoowayjuosyoel-mmm

woa'ssasdpiom janousrydesBiaualsijay)

GRAPHIC
NOVEL

Say something,
Say something great.

250-746-9451
info@jacksonthemoon.com
Small Business.
Non-Profits.

YHM OLIPHANT

woo||xiayloig-mmm/:diy

Brother Xl
by John Oliphant

‘Thestrange odyssey ofa 20th-century
BIO- prophet & his quest for a new world

(e TYITVA 1SN 678-0976097202 + $24.95

|
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is for Taylor

FOUR OF THE FIVE
finalists for the
$25,000 Charles
Taylor Prize for Lit-
erary Non-Fiction are
British Columbians:
Charlotte Gill
for her treeplanting
memoir, Eating Dirt (Greystone); Wade
Davis, for Into the Silence.: The Great War,
Mallory, and the Conquest of Everest
(Knopf); J.J. Lee for The Measure of a
Man: The Story of a Father, a Son, and a
Suit (McClelland & Stewart); and
Madeline Sonik for Afflictions & De-
partures: Essays (Anvil). In February, with
Premier Christy Clark in attendance at
the Vancouver presentation, Charlotte Gill

Charlotte Gill

was selected as the 2012 recipient of the
BC National Award for Canadian Non-Fic-
tion, worth $40,000.

is for UBC

LONGTIME UBC PRESS
head honcho Peter
Milroy has retired,
and is replaced by
Melissa Pitts,
while the press has
had two titles
shortlisted for The
Canada Prize in the Social Sciences: Alan
Gordon’s The Hero and the Historians:
Historiography and the Uses of Jacques
Cartier and for Joy Parr’s Sensing
Changes. [See P is for Parr]. Two publish-

Jacques Cartier

ing imprints associated with UBC, Pacific
Educational Press and UBC Press, have re-
cently marked their 40th anniversaries, along

with trade publishers Talonbooks and Doug-
las & Mclntyre.

Caitlyn Vernon

V is for Vernon

A SIERRA CLUB CAMPAIGNER IN VICTORIA,
Caitlyn Vernon guides young readers
through an ecosystem of information in
Nowhere Else on Earth: Standing Tall
for the Great Bear Rainforest (Orca
$22.95), encouraging stewardship for the
Great Bear Rainforest.

is for White

AT AGE 88, MARY BUCKERFIELD WHITE,
with Philip Sherwood (lifewriters.ca),
has self-published Buckerfield: The Story
of a Vancouver Family. White’s father was

978-1-55469-303-0

one of the province’s foremost business-
men (feeds, seeds, and fertilizers) and her

mother a leading member of Vancouver’s
arts community. Mid-century they be-
friended and entertained at their home some
of the most distinguished persons to visit
Vancouver including C.D. Howe,
Leonard Bernstein, Dylan Tho-
mas and Dame Joan Sutherland.
Novelist Ethel Wilson was Mary White’s
aunt. White’s memoir contains numerous
photos and anecdotes about Wilson. The 300-
page family history is available in hardcover
from Hagar’s Books in Kerrisdale for $25.

s for X-Files

THE FACE OF WILLIAM
B. Davis is recog-
nizable worldwide. As
the Cigarette Smoking
Man or “Cancerman”

e ,

in the television series

William B. Davi The X-Files, Davis
am B. Davis [ .

. Ml dishes candidly about

the show’s famous co-stars Gillian
Anderson and David Duchovny in
his memoir, Where There’s Smoke (ECW
$22.95), while revealing the character of his
undergraduate colleaguc Donald Suth-
erland and recalling his own work at the
National Theatre in London with Sir
Laurence Olivier, Dame Maggie
Smith and Albert Finney.

978-1-77041-052-7

is for Yellowknife

WITH A FOREWORD BY JOE MCBRYAN OF
Buffalo Airways, pioneering ice pilot Don
F. Hamilton’s self-published journal of
flying in Canada’s Arctic, Flying Over-
loaded (Aspire Media $26.95), is packed
with the requisite hair-raising episodes. It
recounts his flying in the Far North for vari-
ous companies, including training pilots on
the DC-3 for Buffalo Airways in their early
days, and in support of his two fly-in lodges
with his own aircraft. It appears at a time
when there are two new television series
about aviation in Canada’s far north. Con-
currently, Mike Vlessides’ The Ice Pi-
lots: Flying with the Mavericks of the
Great White North (D&M $17.95) is de-
rived from the History Channel show about
pilots based in Yellowknife, currently air-
ing in eleven countries.

Ice Pilots: 9781553659396; Flying: 978-0-9809319-1-4

is for Zastrozzi

IN HER SELF-PUBLISHED MEMOIR OF LIVING
aboard a ship, The Life and Times of the
Floathouse Zastrozzi ($15), Mary
Hughes asserts that getting a 1917
Heintzman piano down the ramp at Fisher-
man’s Wharf'in Victoria was a minor chal-
lenge compared to what she and Alan
Hughes faced in their twelve years living
aboard the ship. Over the years, Zastrozzi
narrowly avoided a collision with the Coho
ferry, repelled a mink invasion, and only
barely survived sinking at the dock. Then
there was the daunting challenge of moving
Zastrozzi ashore on Salt Spring Island in
2002. The book is available at a few coastal
book outlets, from her website, or from her
front porch on Salt Spring.

PRINTERS & SERVICES

It Takes Just
One Day To
Get Your Book
Published

Print as few copies as you like with BC's
first “Espresso” book printing machine.

2 pdf files (cover/insides) is all it takes to print and bind your book.
Starting from $99. Details www.hotoffoscarspress.com

“It's part of a small but growing market for digitally printed books.”
— Wall Street Journal (from article about Espresso printing and Oscar's)
“I thank Oscar’s for your prompt — very prompt — attention. The book you

printed for me is as good as it gets. Thank you. | will recommend Hot Off
Oscar’s Press services.” — Graeme Hughes

A Oscar's Art Books

g ﬂ hot off 4 1533 West Broadway @ Granville

Vancouver, BC, V6J 1W6
Press.CoIn |

604-731-0553
oscarsbooks@shaw.ca

Visit our website to find out all
you need to know about

Flex, strengthen & tone self-publishing

your writing muscles
A real work out for writers!

Sea Watch Cabins
Nootka Island
May 21 - 26
Capes Escape
Courtenay, B.C.
July 20 - 24

www.paulawild.ca/workshops
250-338-7740

The Vancouver Desktop
Publishing Centre
call for a free consultation

PATTY OSBORNE, manager
4360 Raeburn Street
North Vancouver, B.C. v76 1x3
Ph 604-929-1725

www.self-publish.ca

HELPING SELF-PUBLISHERS SINCE 1986

%)
ASEIRE

ME D ORKKS

ng 2" author e 69%0“‘ design to print,

Y‘e-g\ng materials

N <\d\es and dlstnbution
websltes b00k \’b“ .
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Friesens BOOKS

HOW CAVHEN

North America’s Premier Book Manufacturer YOU WANT THEM
« 105 Years Experience - Offset/Web/Digital
« Eco Friendly/FSC Certified + Specialty Bindings
« High Volume/Short Runs + eBook Conversion
- Hard/Soft Cover « B&WY/Colour
« Offset Quality Short Run Color « Competitive Pricing
[w]Z=i[m] Visit our new website at
; books.friesens.com

Gerhard Aichelberger « Vancouver Island « 1.855.324.7661
Jorge Rocha - B.C. Mainland - 1.604.205.7255

'S’andBlue Bzgalft-'l,eﬁLN"NG

PRINTORIUM BOOKWORKS) &2

SAVE YOUR BEST IDEAS FOR LS.

911 FORT STREET, VICTORIA, BC V8V 3K3 GREEN-E Certified, Chlorine Free Paper
TELEPHONE: 250.385.9786 FAX: 250.380.1622 BOOK MARKETING MATERIALS
TOLL FREE: 1.800.661.3332 Business Cards,
° ° ° ° Bookmarks,

Irlwi'rotions,

F ,
INFO@PRINTORIUMBOOKWORKS.COM Caralogues,
WWW.PRINTORIUMBOOKWORKS.COM oell Sheets,

BC’S BOOK PRINTING EXPERTS - BUILDING TRUST IN CLIENT RELATIONS

100 YEARS % 1912-2012

- o FIRST CHOICE BOOKS
® DEMAND PUBLISHING & BINDING

Professional service
with a personal touch.

. : :
! | M 3 =%
. ) e . o\ i - e
y 3 ' _ = T

MORE THAN 96 YEARS OF STERLING SERVICE & AWARD WINNING QUALITY.

o - .
- ; E i ‘
W - =

= . — " bk [

For over 25 years, First Choice Books
has been creating high-quality,
marketable books for you quickly
and affordably.

Dedicated to prov..iding our customers with superior service and quality ata
competitive price.
Call toll-free today for your free info book, or visit our website.
Now offering environmentally friendly 100% post-consumer recycled papers.

488 Burnell Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba Canada R3G 2B4
P\(. le HIGNELL  i565 304 5553

Shop to support the BC economy!
First Choice Books are sustainably
designed, printed, and bound in our
own facilities on Vancouver Island.

Book Printing Fax (204) 774-4053

books@hignell.mb.ca * www.hignell.mb.ca

To get a quote, please visit us at... Unit 2, 460 Tennyson PI., Victoria B.C. Now available “Print On Demand” at www.hignellondemand.com
www.firstchoicebooks.ca (250) 383-6353 Hignell Book Printing...helping our environment by cutting down waste not trees.

Printing quality books to meet your most difficult time line!

Houghton Boston Phone: (306) 664-3458
H’h\) Qzlm 709 43rd Street East Fax: (306) 665-1027
Saskatoon, SK S7K 0V7 Email: books@houghtonboston.com

PRINTERS*LITHOGRAPHERS
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For Your Spring Exegesis

MALEFICIUM

Martine Desjardins

Translated by Fred A. Reed & David Homel
In Martine Desjardins’s fourth novel,
the nineteenth-century priest
Savoy divulges the confessions of
seven men who met strange and
unsettling fates in their pursuit of
incense, oriental rugs, rare insects, and
precious spices. Desjardins indulges
the Baudelairian notion that the
bizarre is always beautiful, weaving
together an exotic literary oddity
rich with sensory description and
historical detail.

978-0-88922-680-7 / Fiction / 160pp / $14.95

DAVIE STREET
TRANSLATIONS

Daniel Zomparelli

Davie Street Translations is a witty,
lively, documentary-style series of
poems about gay-male culture in
Vancouver. With versified musical
machismo after the San Francisco
Renaissance poets, Daniel Zomparelli
emphasizes an aesthetic sensibility
that pervades the wireless shell of
personal relations, facing up to HIV
fears, drug culture, porn fantasy, gay
bashing, and the aftermath of love
letters on Craigslist.

978-0-88922-683-8 / Poetry / 9% pp / $16.95

CHINESE BLUE

Weyman Chan

In Chinese Blue, the poet “‘character”
sifts through the earth's long history
of geological layering and forgetting,
grappling with the perpetual
fragmentation of identity and
struggling with the prospect of any
inky blots that suggest the finished
work of a creator.

978-0-88922-681-4 / Poetry / 112 pp / $16.95

THE PROPERTIES

Colin Browne

Poetry begins when the
properties of things—and the
correspondences among them—
reveal themselves through
language. Language is the veil
that can pierce itself. The poems in
The Properties record encounters
between desire and the repressed
or suppressed interstices of
social, economic, political, and
unconscious forces.

978-0-88922-685-2/ Poetry / 192 pp / $16.95

Talonbooks

www.talonbooks.com

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

SPECKS

SPECKS
Michael McClure

Specks assumes the form of a
blastula, offering a poetic model

of embryonic development that
arises from the cellular division
known as “cleavage, transcending
the proprioceptive methodology

of Charles Olson and entering an
Aristotelian realm of metaphysical
questions that broach matters
scientific and mystical, exploring the
properties, powers, and limitations
of the physical-poetic body, as
exponent of its own consciousness.
978-0-88922-688-3 / Paetry { 96 pp / $16.95

PR RO

THE BOOKOFESTHER

LEANNA BRODIE

MARIE CLEMENTS

THE BOOK OF ESTHER
Leanna Brodie

It's June 1981: Toronto's first

Gay Pride Day. The farm crisis.
Everything’s changing, including
fifteen-year-old Esther, who has run
away from the family farm. With the
help of a gay man who takes in street
kids and a brash young hustler, she
confronts her conservative-Christian
parents—farmers on the brink of
financial ruin—and begins to find
her way home.

978-0-88922-682-1/ Drama / 128 pp / $16.95

|
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TOMBS OF THE
VANISHING INDIAN

Marie Clements

Three sisters and their mother are
forced by the American government
to relocate from Oklahoma to Los
Angeles. As these four women try
to re-establish connections to a
new land, each finds herself lost.
Inspired by true events, Tombs of
the Vanishing Indian is a poetic
excavation of the lost stories of
displaced Aboriginal people
978-0-88922-686-9 / Drama / %6 pp / 516.95



THE BOOK OF KALE

The Easy-to-Grow Superfood ¢ 80+ Recipes

Sharon Hanna

Move over, ancient grains! There’s an ancient green that practically grows itself and thrives almost anywhere. Kale-evangelist Sharon Hanna
provides more than eighty simple but superb recipes for breakfast, lunch, dinner and snacks that will blow kale skeptics out of the kitchen.
978-1-55017-576-9 + 8" x 10", 192 pages, paper * 60+ colour photographs « $26.95 « April

SOW SIMPLE
100+ Green and Easy Projects to Make Your Garden Awesome
John Gillespie & Christina Symons
Gillespie and Symons, authors of Everyday Eden, inspire and delight with another gorgeous collection of tips, tricks and projects that
are sure to increase enjoyment of outdoor spaces, save money and sustain the environment. Sow Simple invites all gardeners to have fun,
experiment and see how wonderful it can be to spend time in the garden.
978-1-55017-574-5 + 8'4" x 10%2", 208 pages, paper = 200+ colour photographs + $29.95 « April
THE NORTHERN GARDENER
Perennials That Survive and Thrive
Barbara Rayment, with photographs by Darwin Paton
In Canada’s northern gardens, it is survival of the fittest. Rather than fighting nature by trying to raise plants unsuited for a northern
THE NORTHERN climate, master gardener Barbara Rayment helps readers get maximum results with minimum effort by selecting the right plants for their
GARDENER =7 | conditions.
: 978-1-55017-578-3 + 8" x 10", 192 pages, paper * 300+ colour photographs « $26.95 « May
EDIBLE LANDSCAPING | SERISeesss™
Urban Food Gardens That Look Great )IBLEF
Senga Lindsay
Edible Landscaping demonstrates just how simple it can be to grow a stash of tasty vegetables, fruits and herbs while creating a beautiful
green space. Whether one’s outdoor oasis is a boulevard, backyard or merely a balcony, everyone can get on the fast track to creating an
edible and aesthetically pleasing garden with this practical guide.
978-1-55017-580-6 + 8" x 9", 128 pages, paper * 50+ colour photographs and illustrations + $19.95 + May

THE UCHUCK YEARS
A West Coast Shipping Saga
David Young
One of the engaging legends of the BC coast surrounds the steamship companies that provided a lifeline to civilization in the days before highways
and BC Ferries. The Uchuck Years is a rare, first-person account by an old salt who owned and captained his own vessels on the wild west coast of
Vancouver Island.
e | 978-1-55017-582-0 + 6" x 9", 240 pages, paper * 60 B&W photographs, maps + $24.95 « April
CCIIeCD: LOOKING BLACKWARD
3 Arthur Black
The bestselling author of A Chip Off the Old Black, Black is the New Green and many more is “black” for another round of gut-busting stories and

essays. This time round, Arthur Black turns his critical eye and warped funny bone to the world beyond Salt Spring Island.
978-1-55017-590-5 + 6" x 9", 256 pages, paper * $24.95 « March

NO SAILING WAITS
and Other Ferry Tales S NO SAILING WAITS AND OTHER FERRY TALES

30 Years of BC Ferries Cartoons

Adrian Raeside

Cartoonist Adrian Raeside has been drawing cartoons portraying the ferry fleet for over thirty years. The best of these hilarious and sometimes
poignant cartoons are for the first time compiled into a book, a unique chronicle of our ferry fleet and a must-read for anyone who has ever endured a
two-sailing wait at a ferry terminal.

978-1-55017-596-7 + 8" x 8", 128 pages, paper * 130 B&W cartoons * $9.95 « March

DALTON’S GOLD RUSH TRAIL

Exploring the Route of the Klondike Cattle Drives

Michael Gates

The history of the Klondike has become legend. Yet there are still more untold stories that linger in the boarded-up ghost towns, forgotten

wilderness cabins and along overgrown trails. Yukon historian Michael Gates spins an unforgettable narrative about the rise and fall of the
Dalton Trail, one of the first into the Klondike.
978-1-55017-570-7 + 6" x 9", 288 pages, paper * 75 B&-W photographs, maps « $24.95 « April
ECHOES ACROSS SEYMOUR
A History of Deep Cove, Dollarton and District
Janet Pavlik, Desmond Smith and Eileen Smith
The district of Seymour lies between the City of North Vancouver and Indian Arm. Full of charming photos, Echoes Across Seymour
provides unparalleled insight into the history and character of Seymour's neighbourhoods over the past fifty years.
978-1-55017-588-2 + 84" x 11", 256 pages, cloth = 200 B&W and colour photographs + $39.95 + June

THE RAINBOW BRIDGE

Adrian Raeside

Seven-year-old Rick and his dog Koko are inseparable. They swim together in the swimming hole, race through the fields, play fetch and
wrestle. But Koko grows old—98 in dog years—and his health slowly declines. With marvellous illustrations, Adrian Raeside brings a

gentle humour to a story which will not only resonate with children, but with pet lovers of all ages.
978-1-55017-584-4 + 8" x 8", 32 pages, paper « colour illustrations * $9.95 « March

DIRTY SNOW

Tom Wayman

Tom Wayman’s newest collection of poems unflinchingly considers the impact of the Afghan War: its absence and presence in Canadians’
everyday lives as citizens of a nation at war.

978-1-55017-586-8 + 6" x 9", 112 pages, paper * $16.95 « March

TOM WAYMAN

Dirty Snow

TWO NEW FIELD GUIDE PAMPHLETS

A FIELD GUIDE TO TREES OF THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST

Phillipa Hudson

978-1-55017-572-1 + 37" x 9", 8-fold pamphlet + colour photographs and illustrations * $7.95 « March
A FIELD GUIDE TO WILDFLOWERS OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS
Hiille Flygare

978-1-55017-553-0 + 37" x 9", 8-fold pamphlet + colour photographs and illustrations « $7.95 « May

NOW IN ABRIDGED AUDIOBOOK
ADVENTURES IN SOLITUDE
What Not to Wear to a Nude Potluck and Other Stories from Desolation Sound
Grant Lawrence
WINNER OF THE BILL DUTHIE BOOKSELLERS' CHOICE AWARD + SHORTLISTED FOR THE HILARY WESTON WRITERS' TRUST PRIZE FOR NONFICTION
With plenty of laugh-out-loud humour and inspired reverence, Adventures in Solitude, narrated by the author, CBC personality Grant Lawrence,
delights us with the unique history of a storied piece of BC coastline and the growth of a young man amidst the magic of Desolation Sound.
978-1-55017-592-9 + 140 minutes, 2 disk digipack « $26.95 « April
NOW IN TRADE PAPERBACK
RAINCOAST CHRONICLES FOURTH FIVE
Edited by Howard White
By far the largest of the Raincoast Chronicles collections at 420 pages, Fourth Five is living proof that some things just keep getting better. Containing
thirty-two inimitable stories, poems and articles, the volume expounds on such diverse matters as supernatural deer, the cannery village of Ceepeecee,
fishing-fleet superstitions and the coveted recipe for donkey boiler coffee.
978-1-55017-594-3 = 842" x 11, 420 pages, paper * 100+ B&W photographs, maps « $29.95 « March

HARBOUR PUBLISHING

PO. Box 219, Madeira Park, BC VON 2HO « Phone (604) 883-2730 * Fax (604) 883-9451 « Toll-free order line 1-800-667-2988
E-mail: orders@harbourpublishing.com « Book & author information, price & availability: www.harbourpublishing.com

|
40 BC BOOKWORLD SPRING 2012



