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Dukesang Wong
and his wife Lin.

THE LABOURS OF 
DUKESANG 

WONG
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A memoir

“Short punchy blurb!” — Interesting Person
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The current topselling titles from
major BC publishing companies,

in no particular order.

BC TOP 
SELLERS

Jacob Rodenburg
&  Drew Monkman

The Big Book of
Nature Activities

(New Society $39.95)

George Abbott
Big Promises, Small

Government: Doing Less 
with Less in the

BC Liberal New Era
(UBC Press $32.95)

Shelley Adams
Whitewater Cooks More 

Beautiful Food
(Sandhill Book Marketing 

$34.95)

Angela Crocker
Digital Life Skills for Youth:

A Guide for Parents, 
Guardians, and Educators
(Self-Counsel Press $21.95)

Marie Elliott
Gold in British Columbia:

Discovery to Confederation
(Ronsdale $24.95)

Claire Finlayson
Dispatches from Ray’s 

Planet: A Journey 
through Autism

(Caitlin $24.95)

Madeline Sonik
Fontainebleau
(Anvil Press $20)

Monique Gray Smith

& Julie Flett
My Heart Fills With

Happiness (Orca $10.95)

Frédérick Lavoie
Orwell in Cuba: How 1984 

Came to Be Published 
in Castro’s Twilight
(Talonbooks $19.95)

Iona Whishaw
A Match Made for

Murder: A Lane Winslow
Mystery (#7)

(TouchWood $16.95) 

Charles Ulrich 
The Big Note: A Guide

to the Recordings of
Frank Zappa (New Star $45)

Roy Henry Vickers 
& Robert Budd

Raven Squawk, 
Orca Squeak

(Harbour $9.95)

Charles Demers
Primary Obsessions

(D&M $18.95)

Madeline Sonikd
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he 6.4 million-hectare 

Muskwa-Kechika Man-

agement Area (M-KMA) 

in the Rocky Mountains 

is known for its raw 

beauty and biodiversity. 

It was created in 1998 to keep the wil-

derness intact while allowing for limited 

development and human use. 

One of the people who helped save this 

vast unlogged area in the Northern Rock-

ies was Chetwynd-born Wayne Sawchuk. 

Having worked as a logger until he sold 

his logging company to buy a trapline, 

Sawchuk says he experienced “an imme-

diate drop in my standard of living and 

a corresponding increase in my quality 

of life.”

Throughout the 1990s he began tak-

ing extended horse packing trips into the 

unspoiled area that he would help shape 

into the M-KMA. Sawchuk describes this 

transformation in Crossing the Divide: 

Discovering A Wilderness Ethic in 

Wayne Sawchuk with his
horse Bonus in Heaven’s Pass,

the heart of the Muskwa-Kechika
Management Area.

Canada’s Northern Rockies (Creekstone 

$21.95).   

“When I was a child, my father used 

to tell me a story about a fabulous 

Shangri-la,” he recollects. “Years later I 

rode into the mountains to the southern 

headwaters of the Pine River searching for 

adventure. What I found was the Brazion 

River making a giant circle through the 

mountains and at the top of the circle a 

high mountain lake. It was the valley of 

my father’s story, a fabled land.”

When news that logging was to start in 

T

ince she was a seven-year-old in 

war-torn Congo, Liliane Leila 

Juma has struggled to fulfill 

her dream of being an author. 

After writing award-winning 

plays when she was a refugee 

in Tanzania and Zambia, Juma 

came to Canada, learned French and spent years 

sending her manuscripts to publishers world-wide. 

Eventually, she switched to canvassing Canadian 

publishers. More rejections.

Years later, Juma found the publisher of her 

dreams right here in B.C. at Tradewind Books. She 

produced an exceptional, clear and poignant 

memoir, Maison Rouge: Memories of a 

Childhood in War (Tradewind $12.95) and 

it was featured on the cover of BC Book-

World’s summer issue. Alas, distribution of 

that issue was severely curtailed due to the 

outbreak of Covid-19. 

If the pandemic has impacted 

Juma’s books sales somewhat in 

Canada, it has been more limit-

ing internationally. “I have been 

contacted by people in Africa and 

Asia, and a friend in Tanzania who 

wanted to buy my book and intro-

duce it to their school program,” 

says Juma. “Covid-19 has put this 

on hold. There is not much to do 

but wait.”

In the meantime, Juma is writ-

ing poems and working on another 

novel about her great grandmoth-

er, grandmother and Juma herself. 

“It’s a story of three lives but one 

soul.”                         9781926890302

From 
Congo to 
Covid

S

this area, sometimes called the Serengeti 

of the North in honour of the Tanzanian 

national park that hosts the second largest 

terrestrial mammal migration in the world, 

Sawchuk and others formed the Chetwynd 

Environmental Society. They successfully 

lobbied the provincial government to pro-

tect this wilderness.

“It is an incredible experiment,” says 

Sawchuk. “We can maintain a sustain-

able economy and keep the wild heart of 

Canada’s Northern Rockies beating strong 

forever.”                               978-1-928195-06-1   

Thanks to

all the indie

bookstores

helping us

support the

B.C. book

industry, such 

as Tofino’s

Mermaid

Tales.

Contact your 

local bookstore 

and ask about 

e-services and 

home delivery. 

Saving
the Serengeti 
of the North

t
Liliane Leila Juma

Go local

CANADA BOOK FUND



hen he was ten, David R. Gray and his broth-

er used to find ‘stuff’ in an old midden at 

Tod Inlet, including the skulls of pigs. The 

boys didn’t realize they had stumbled upon 

the remnants of an immigrant Chinese 

community that had worked at the long-gone 

cement plant that was constructed in 1905. 
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Tod Inlet is located adjacent to the 

current Butchart Gardens in Victoria, a 

former limestone quarry that supplied 

the cement plant. The Vancouver Port-

land Cement Company was the first to 

manufacture cement on the West Coast 

and it’s the reason for the existence of 

that mostly-forgotten community that 

arose in 1904. 

The company employed ethnically 

diverse workers such as Chinese Ca-

nadians, South Asian Canadians and 

Indigenous people who were segregated 

from white engineers, managers and 

plant workers and their families. 

“Our family boat was kept there,” 

Gray says, “and it was where we spent 

summers fishing, swimming, exploring 

and playing.”

Pig skulls were the first trophies 

found by the brothers. “As we dug into 

the loose soil to find more of the curv-

ing tusks in earth-stained jawbones 

—the real prize, we thought then—we 

discovered old bottles, broken pottery 

and chopsticks, and then beautifully 

glazed jugs, pots and rice bowls.”

There were still old-timers around 

and Gray approached them for an-

swers. They had vague memories of 

a long-deserted Chinese village con-

nected to the abandoned cement plant, 

which closed in 1921. 

Some of those Chinese Canadian 

workers had gone on to be employed at 

Butchart Gardens. Two men even con-

tinued to live in one of the last standing 

buildings at Tod Inlet, the old laundry 

house, until the mid-1960s: Yat Tong 

and Yem Choy, a gardener who joined 

the Butcharts in 1941. Gray tried to 

track down the two men to no avail 

and the laundry house was burned 

in a training exercise by the local fire 

department in the late 1960s.

The site of the plant and the long-

gone community is today part of 

Gowlland-Tod Provincial Park in the 

municipalities of Saanich and Central 

Saanich, and it’s registered as a Cana-

dian Historic Place. 

Remnants of the plant and its asso-

ciated worker housing are eroding and 

overgrown with vegetation. The former 

footpaths once used by Chinese and 

other workers have been transformed 

into a trail system.

While Gray now lives in Ontario, he 

has never lost his fascination for his 

old stomping grounds, leading him to 

research and publish Deep and Shel-

tered Waters: The History of Tod 

Inlet (RBCM $29.95).         978-0772672568

GHOST camp
t

Remnants of the Tod Inlet
Chinese community, 1968

Read it 
before 
you 
see it!
Eden Robinson’s 
Giller-nominated, 
bestselling novel 
SON OF A TRICKSTER 

is now the major 
television series 
TRICKSTER on CBC.

Glazed ginger pots found at Tod Inlet. 
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“My soul cries out”

he educated and 

erudite Duke-

s ang  Wong 

kept diaries, 

which have 

become the 

only  known 

f i r s t - p e r s o n 

accounts from a 

Chinese worker during the construc-

tion of the Canadian Pacific Railway, 

especially through B.C.’s perilous 

Fraser Canyon.

Some of Wong’s surviving diary en-

tries have now been published in The 

Diary of Dukesang Wong: A Voice 

from Gold Mountain.

Wong started life as the entitled son 

of a magistrate of the Imperial Court of 

China upon his birth in 1845. But his 

family lost everything when his father 

was killed and the family reputation 

was mysteriously ruined.

Even though he had studied philos-

ophy and history, Wong was reduced 

to wandering China to look for tutoring 

positions for ten years before being 

compelled to seek his fortune in ‘Gold 

Mountain,’ the nickname of the Chi-

nese for western parts of North America 

that they believed to be a place of great 

prosperity. This perception was likely 

stoked by agents working in China for 

the Canadian transcontinental railway 

to lure Chinese workers with get-rich-

quick schemes.

The reality for the tens of thousands 

of Chinese seeking work in North 

America would prove to be treacher-
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The Diary of Dukesang Wong:
A Voice from Gold Mountain,

edited by David McIlwraith and
translated by Wanda Joy Hoe

(Talon $18.95)

Chinese CPR workers, B.C.’s Rogers Pass, circa 1889. Virtually all Chinese
labourers had to contend with poor housing and little food.

“For over three weeks we have been 

docked in the harbour of this new land, but we 

have not been able to set our feet upon the land,” 

wrote Dukesang Wong in 1880, a Chinese mi-

grant on board a ship held up by Portland, Oregon 

authorities who said the newcomers might have 

diseases. “We who hold cleanliness so high and 

propriety so dear, to have the kinds of diseases 

that those white authorities say—it is totally un-

worthy of them. Left here in the squalor of this 

deck as if we are animals, even less than dogs!”

t

ous, ill-paid labour and racism from 

white settlers. Having gotten over here, 

it often took years, if ever, for Chinese 

immigrants to save enough money to 

get back to their homeland once they 

realized what was in store for them 

building railroads or doing other me-

nial labour in Canada. But rebellion, 

famine and poverty continued to be 

common in China in the latter half of 

the nineteen century, also making it 

difficult to return.

BY BEVERLY CRAMP

Wong describes working himself to 

exhaustion.

“My soul cries out,” Wong wrote after 

he made his way to B.C. and joined the 

Chinese railroad crews. “Many of our 

people have been so very ill for such 

a long time, and there has been no 

medicine nor good food to give them.

“There has been word among the 

employing company that we are not 

good workers and do not work enough 

for the schedules and plans of the 

railway owners. How does anyone work 

when so ill?”

Wong eventually saved enough to 

buy into a relatively prosperous tailor-

ing business in New Westminster and 

later bring a wife, Lin, to Canada with 

whom he raised a family.

Wong’s last diary entry in the book 

is a happy one as he finally gets the 

daughter he yearned for after the birth 

of eight sons. “It is still the feast of the 

full moon,” he notes. “My fate now has 

provided a daughter, a precious eighth 

child, a great joy for all this house! 

Her brothers will know this goodness 

and take care of her, loving her. She 

has come in my old age, a joyous sign, 

and she will be able to bring me pride, 

I know! It is good. Her brothers are 

men now, so she will be assured a 

good life. She will look after Lin when 

I leave these lands for the final journey 

homeward.”

Dukesang Wong died in 1931.

His diary entries were translated 

by his granddaughter, Wanda Joy 

Hoe (who used selections of Wong’s 

diaries for an undergraduate class at 

SFU in the mid-1960s). Commentary 

is provided by David McIlwraith for 

historical context.

Wanda Joy Hoe’s mother, Elsie was 

the much longed-for, and only daugh-

ter of Dukesang Wong.    978-1-77201-258-3

Chinese workers on the 
B.C. portion of the CPR in 

1883. They were paid a
fraction of what non-

Chinese workers received.
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ALL BOOKS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ORDER THROUGH  

HERITAGE GROUP DISTRIBUTION

1.800.665.3302  •  orders@hgdistribution.com  •  hgdistribution.com

Milk, Spice and Curry Leaves
Hill Country Recipes from the Heart of  
Sri Lanka

Ruwanmali Samarakoon-Amunugama

The first Sri Lankan cookbook published  

in Canada, featuring the unique flavours 

and ingredients of Sri Lanka, lovingly 

presented for the home cook. As seen  

in Epicurious and the National Post. 

$35 hc  |  $ 17.99

Bisous and Brioche
Classic French Recipes and Family  
Favorites from a Life in France

Laura Bradbury and Rebecca Wellman 

Classic French recipes from the author of 

the Grape Series memoirs that will transport 

you to a rustic French cottage surrounded 

by vineyards, no matter where in the world 

your kitchen might be.

$45 hc  |  $ 17.99 ebook

The E. J. Hughes Book of Boats
Robert Amos

This new collection from the official 

biographer of E. J. Hughes brings 

together the artist’s coastal paintings for 

the appreciation of art lovers and boat 

enthusiasts alike. 

“It’s just lovely . . .” —Adam Craik, CBC North 

by Northwest

$22 hc  |  $ 12 .99 ebook

Cedar and Salt
Vancouver Island Recipes from Forest, Farm, 
Field, and Sea

DL Acken and Emily Lycopolus

Alcuin Design Award Winner

Finalist for the Taste Canada Awards and 

the BC and Yukon Book Prizes. More than 

100 recipes celebrating the bounty of 

Vancouver Island.

$45 hc  |  $ 17.99 ebook

RO C K Y  M O U N TA I N  B O O KS  |  R M B O O KS .C O M

TO U C H WO O D  E D I T I O N S  |  TO U C H WO O D ED I T I O N S .C O M

H E R I TAG E  H O U S E  |  H ER I TAG EH O U S E .C A

Support Your Local Bookseller this Holiday Season

Takaya: Lone Wolf
Cheryl Alexander

An enchanting look at the unique relationship 

between a solitary, island-dwelling wolf and 

a wildlife photographer.

$30 pb  |  $ 15 .99 ebook

Converging Waters
Daniel Hillert and Gwen Curry

Stunning photography and personal 

reflections focussing on the beauty and 

challenges of the Broughton Archipelago.

$40 hc  |  $ 19.99 ebook

Gone Viking: A Travel Saga
Bill Arnott

An epic literary odyssey following history’s 

most feared and misunderstood voyageurs: 

the Vikings!

$25 pb  |  $ 12 .99 ebook

A Story of Karma
Michael Schauch

A deeply personal travel memoir that 

features two very different worlds: a 

Himalayan village and Vancouver.

$25 pb  |  $ 12 .99 ebook

Railway Nation
Tales of Canadian Pacific, the World’s Greatest 
Travel System

David Laurence Jones

A lively and nuanced portrait of an iconic 

company and its role in the development of 

ocean, rail, and air travel in Canada.

$34.95 pb  |  $ 14.99 ebook

Journal of a Travelling Girl
Nadine Neema, illustrated by Archie Beaverho

The moving story of a young girl’s 

life-changing journey to self-discovery 

and respect for tradition in a remote 

northern community.

$12 .95  pb  |  $8 .99 ebook

Painted Fences
Sara Cassidy, illustrated by Sydney Barnes

On a warm spring day, an old man walks 

with his great-granddaughter and tells her 

the story of a similar day in May 1945 when 

the world celebrated the end of the war 

in Europe.

$19.95 hc  |  $9.99 ebook

Edible and Medicinal Flora of the 
West Coast
British Columbia and the Pacific Northwest

Collin Varner

Nature and culinary enthusiasts will love 

this colourful guide to common edible plants 

found along the trails and backroads of 

coastal BC.

$22.95 pb  |  $ 12 .99 ebook

Rober t  Amos

T H E

1 B O O K  O F  B O A T S 2
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t took 52 years before 

filmmaker Aaron 

Sorkin could re-

create the counter-

cultural turbulence 

of the Sixties for The 

Trial of the Chicago 7. 

Thinking positively, perhaps some 

enterprising Canadian filmmaker can 

now finally have the jam and moola to 

make a movie about Kim (Joachim) 

Foikis, aka The Town Fool. 

Former Georgia Straight theatre 

critic Tom Shandel had the smarts to 

make a documentary back in the day, 

Superfool (1968), but since then the 

mystery behind this pivotal figure in 

Canada’s counter-cultural has been 

unexamined.

The Town Fool used to be famous—

and loved—Canada-wide. Jesse Don-

aldson has done us a huge favour by 

cobbling together the best semblance of 

a biography that anyone could manage 

with Fool’s Gold: The Life and Legacy 

of Vancouver’s Official Town Fool.

The would-be movie, The Fool’s 

Journey, could start with four men, all 

on their backs, on an expensive blue 

rug with Chinese designs in the Kitsi-

lano home of UBC philosopher Arthur 

Link in 1966. They hold hands. Their 

four heads are touching. They have 

formed a cross. Each has swallowed 

800mcg of LSD, eight times the amount 

normally used for an acid trip.

One man is a soft-spoken social 

worker, age 35, whose early boyhood 

was in Nazi Germany. He has degrees 

in theology and economics. He is study-

ing for a third degree in library sciences 

at UBC. He has some serious troubles 

on this virgin voyage into psychedelia. 

He imagines his own crucifixion. Hours 

later, after losing himself, he regains 

his wits and announces, “I feel like 

a fool.” 

Foikis later claimed this acid trip 

“verified my natural mysticism” and 

after that “I get high on Mother Goose, 

not drugs.” But the die was cast. 

These details of Kim Foikis’ transfor-

mative epiphany are supplied by Don-

aldson as he peripatetically traces the 

rise and fall of Foikis—a clever man who 

gained international notoriety but lost 

his wife and children in the bargain. 

At 36, as a centennial project, Foikis 

applied to the City of Vancouver for a 

license for his tomfoolery. Only after 

some research did the would-be jester 

learn that fools were never civic employ-

ees. They were paid servants for royalty. 

Well, Foikis hoped, he could break 

new ground. Such were the times. 

Vancouver was giving the world Green-

peace and a few years later a Western 

Front performance artist, Vincent Tra-

sov, would officially run for mayor as 

Mr. Peanut, dressed as a gigantic pea-

nut and endorsed by William S. Bur-

roughs. (Trasov gained 2,685 votes.)

“I want to be a catalyst to the imagi-

nation,” Foikis pronounced. “Instead of 

becoming a preacher, I decided to be-

come a fool…. My plan is to contribute 

to the imagination explosion.”

O
dressed in traditional, handmade,

red-and-blue fool’s motley (two outfits 

were sewn by his wife—one to wear and 

one to wash), dispensing philosophy to 

adults and nursery rhymes to children, 

Foikis gained national attention when 

he received a $3,500 Canada Council 

grant and declared himself Vancou-

ver’s official Town Fool on April Fools’ 

Day, 1968, quitting his job in favour of 

fulltime folly. 

Soon humourless right wingers 

such as Mayor Tom Campbell at-

tacked the increasingly meddlesome 

philosopher/clown as a welfare bum. 

All the better. Foikis meddled with the 

status quo, mobilizing street parties 

in the Downtown Eastside, disrupting 

meetings and asking city council to 

adopt a new “Fool Tax” that would be 

one cent per ordinary citizen, and two 

cents per politician. In his banter, he 

easily humiliated Vancouver Sun gossip 

columnist Jack Wasserman. 

Everyone’s Fool but nobody’s fool, 

he could blithely quote William Blake, 

Shakespeare, Plato, etc. He taught 

a five-week course on fairy tales at 

UBC and gave talks on mythology at 

the Vancouver Art Gallery. He was 

invited to Essalen Institute at Big Sur, 

California, possibly rubbing shoulders 

with Ravi Shankar and The Beatles. 

(It is tempting to suggest Foikis might 

have influenced Paul McCartney’s 

song ‘Fool on the Hill’, but the lyrics 

were worked on between March and 

September of 1967 and it was George 

Harrison who was at Essalen in 1968, 

not Paul.)

Foikis had always been taken seri-

ously by the press—he made great 

copy. But the same old act started to 

wear thin as Foikis worked harder to 

make himself a product of the times. 

His troubles began in 1969 when he 

totalled his jalopy in a Burnaby car 

accident. For transportation purposes, 

Foikis bought a pair of donkeys (Peter 

and Pan) and although they proved 

useful when he wanted to make a nui-

sance of himself—by driving a donkey-

drawn wagon up Cambie Street at rush 

hour—they were financially draining. 

Donkeys on the streets of Vancouver 

were illegal. After innumerable by-law 

fines, Foikis sold them for $120—by 

which time he was broke. “Next year,” 

he said, “maybe I’ll get an elephant.”

Initially his wife Wendy had sup-

ported his mission to ferret out folly as 

a latter-day Diogenes, but she became 

disenchanted when his travelling left 

her alone with their children, Martin 

and Rebecca for months on end—so 

she eventually left him, taking the 

children with her to England.

By the early 1970s, Foikis was an 

itinerant Fool, hanging out in Toronto’s 

Rochdale, hitchhiking across Canada, 

squatting in a cabin on Bowen. We 

learn he last saw his wife and daughter 

in 1975.

Tracing the early days of a trickster 

is tricky. From Donaldson we learn 

Foikis was born in Poland in 1931 in 

a village near Auschwitz. At age four 

his mother took him to live in Berlin 

where she ran a toy shop. Originally, 

the Foikis family hailed from the Greek 

province of Phokis.

[It’s not mentioned but, bizarrely, 

our Juan de Fuca Strait is named 

for the Greek-born mariner Ioannis 

Phokas, better known by the Spanish 

translation of his name, Juan de Fuca, 

who, in the service of the King of Spain, 

reputedly explored the waters that bear 

his name between Vancouver Island 

and the Olympic Peninsula before Juan 

Perez (1774) and James Cook (1778). 

A statue of Phokas/de Fuca, the pos-

sible ‘discoverer’ of B.C., was recently 

erected in Kefalonia, Greece.)

At age ten, Foikis had conformed 

and joined the Hitler Youth, but he 

recoiled at twelve when he first saw 

the deportment of Jews. Donaldson 

includes an unattributed quote from 

him: “I stopped saying Heil Hitler and 

dropped out of Hitler Youth and the 

Roman Catholic Church.” 

Tracing Foikis “self-imposed exile” 

on Lasqueti Island since 1975 has also 

proved confounding. Living without 

electricity and running water, he was 

apparently well-liked, garrulous and 

a good gardener until he left in 1989. 

He gravitated to a communal house in 

Esquimalt, reverting to his former life 

as an introverted bookworm.

In 2007, Joachim Foikis died tragi-

cally and foolishly in Victoria, at age 

72. When he heard a band playing 

near the Parliament Buildings, he leapt 

onto a boardwalk wall above the Inner 

Harbour, started merrily dancing like 

the Fool of old, lost his footing and fell 

two storeys onto the rocks below. There 

was no obituary. His death went largely 

unreported until Rod Mickleburgh 

mentioned the accidental fall a month 

later in the Globe & Mail.

His could be a juicy role. A comic 

tragedy. Make of it what you will. As 

Donaldson wisely states at the outset, 

“There’s a very good chance I’m mis-

representing Kim Foikis. But as far as 

I can tell, that would be okay with him.”

Chronologically mixed-up but al-

ways lively, Donaldson’s slim, vital bio 

is a godsend—more for accumulating 

what The Fool said, as much as for 

who he was.

“I want to be a mythic character,” he 

told the filmmaker Tom Shandel, “and 

I want to create a legend—a Vancouver 

legend.”                           978-1-77214-146-7

As a self-appointed Town 

Fool, Kim Foikis succeeded 

in his stated goals “to spread 

joy and confusion” and to 

“mock the four pillars of

society: money, status,

respectability, and

conformity.”

I

Fool’s Gold:
The Life and Legacy of Vancouver’s

Official Town Fool by Jesse Donaldson 

(Anvil $18)

JOURNEY
FOOL’S
THE

tKim Foikis



s young girls grow-

ing up in Germa-

ny during WWII, 

Renate Belczyk 

and her childhood 

friend Sigrid Hirte 

dreamed of far off 

lands. They became fixated on travel 

and adventure, if only in their imagina-

tions at first.

After the war, while still in their mid 

teens they began cycling around Eu-

rope. They started out relatively close 

to home with a cycling trip to Italy in 

1948, spending their summer holiday 

on “ancient, prewar, one-gear bicycles” 

says Belczyk that they rode all the way 

from Frankfurt to Naples and back. 

“Very few cars were on the road then 

and we had a wonderful time.”

They met few fellow travellers. “Very 

little travelling was done by anyone in 

those difficult years,” admits Belczyk. 

“Yet we were obsessed with seeing the 

world.”

In 1950, they listened to a speech 

by the German writer Heinrich Böll 

who urged his audience to travel to 

new countries and make friends. To 

do so, he argued, would help prevent 

another war. Belczyk and Hirte made a 

pact that day to do as much travelling 

as they could and worked to get visas 

and passports.

That summer they went to Switzer-

land, Italy and Austria cycling every-

where, pitching their tent in farmers’ 

fields and talking to people who fre-

quently invited them home for meals. 

“Often we had flat tires on our bikes 

and other problems, but somehow ev-

erything got solved.”

Eventually a bigger trip loomed, one 

BY BEVERLY CRAMP

TRAVEL REVIEW
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that would take them over continents 

and last three years from 1955—1958.

Now at the age of 88, Castlegar-

based Belczyk recalls those travels in 

the days before globalization had begun 

homogenizing diverse cultures in her 

memoir, Our Trip Around the World.

O
perhaps belczyk and hirte’s trip would 

have started earlier, as in 1951 the two 

women went to England, hiring them-

selves out as nannies.  Improving their 

English was as much on their minds as 

seeing England, Scotland and Ireland. 

They knew that learning new languages 

would be integral to their ambitions to 

travel the world. French and Spanish 

were next on their list. 

This led them to France in the spring 

of 1953, this time with three-gear bi-

cycles, “the latest in bike technology,” 

says Belczyk. “For eight months we bi-

cycled all over the country and enjoyed 

the land and the people. Whenever 

we ran out of money, we worked: four 

weeks as chambermaids in a Paris 

hotel, another four weeks in Southern 

France during the wine harvest.” Their 

pay for picking grapes included a bottle 

of wine a day.

Working while travelling was to 

become a way of life. From France, the 

two spent the rest of the year cycling 

through Spain and Portugal. Africa was 

next on their ambitious adventure itin-

erary but they had to kibosh this part 

of the plan when Hirte’s mother fell ill 

and beckoned her home.

Back in Germany they kept reading 

adventure and travel books, and made 

plans to visit a new continent—North 

America—starting off in Mexico in 

1955. This was to be the start of their 

three-year-long adventure taking the 

two young women to Canada, Japan, 

India, Nepal and other countries.

They went to Mexico as Hirte had 

relatives in Mexico City. It was a good 

Girls gone

GLOBAL

How two young women biked,
hitchhiked and drove scooters to
travel the world in the 1950s.

Our Trip Around the World
by Renate Belczyk

(RMB $22)

Sigrid Hirte 
and Renate
Belczyk in
Hokkaido, 
Japan

Thought provoking books available on

Selected by BC BookWorld

• Obsession • Memoir
• Protest • Art

The E. J. Hughes Book of Boats

by Robert Amos

(TouchWood Editions $22)

Boat lovers of all ages and people 

who enjoy the scenery of B.C.’s 

coast will delight in this charming 

gift book. Readers get a fascinating 

look into the creative decision-

making process of master painter 

E.J. Hughes (1913–2007), with 

never-before-seen photographs, 

preparatory sketches and water-

colour studies accompanying paint-

ings of some of the artist’s finest 

works depicting paddle wheelers,

steamships, fishing boats 

and car ferries.

Nanaimo Girl

by Prudence Emery

(Cormorant Books $24.95)

Nanaimo-born Prudence Emery’s 

memoir of life as a film publicist. 

She worked with major stars over 

the past 50 years and shares stories 

that are “funny, unusual and sexy, 

in that order.” Her life intersected 

with director David Cronenberg;

a nervous Nicolas Cage; she

chaperoned Ben Kingsley on a 

whirlwind trip to the Cannes Film

Festival and she traded pants

with Sophia Loren.

Tranquility Lost

by Gary Steeves

(Nightwood Editions $21.95)

In 1983, the B.C. government 

announced plans to close Tran-

quille, a large residential institu-

tion for persons with intellectual 

disabilities located outside

Kamloops. In response, BCGEU 

members occupied the institution 

by expelling management, run-

ning the institution themselves 

and publicly advocating for quality 

community care for people with 

intellectual disabilities. They did 

so for nearly a month. Tranquility 

Lost chronicles the political and 

policy conditions leading up to 

the occupation, and the cour-

age of Tranquille employees.

Primary Obsessions

by Charles Demers 

($18.95 D&M)

Primary Obsessions is the first book 

in a series of mysteries starring 

Dr. Annick Boudreau and involving 

themes of mental health. Charles 

Demers (above) deftly reveals a 

particular aspect of psychology 

practice in each book, illuminat-

ing shadowy subject matter with 

masterful sensitivity and sharp wit. 

Primary Obsessions is an engross-

ing page-turner and a refreshing 

reboot of the sleuth genre.
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base and both got jobs quickly. They 

visited beach towns and small villages 

where handmade crafts were still very 

much in production. They also joined a 

mountaineering club and climbed sev-

eral mountains, which at times proved 

to be dangerous expeditions.

But they loved Mexico and contem-

plated staying permanently. Belczyk 

had even received a marriage proposal, 

which she declined. 

“We had to make up our minds 

whether to settle in Mexico (very tempt-

ing) or move on and see more of the 

world,” Belczyk says. “We decided on 

the latter and applied for visas to the 

United States and Canada.”

News that four of their mountaineer-

ing colleagues had died while climbing 

Mount Victoria in the Rocky Mountains 

inspired them to head to Canada in 

order to place a memorial for their 

Mexican friends on the mount where 

they perished. Another deciding factor 

was that Hirte wasn’t able to get an 

American visa. Mishaps as well as for-

tunate circumstances were to influence 

where they travelled in the following 

two years.

The first Canadian stop was in 

Windsor, Ontario from where they de-

parted for Montreal and cycled along 

the St. Lawrence River. When they 

didn’t ride their bikes, they hitchhiked, 

a common travelling method through-

out the 50s, 60s and 70s.

“The people who gave us rides were 

all very friendly and almost all of them 

invited us for either a piece of pie or a 

hamburger,” says Belczyk. “I remember 

wondering, ‘Is there anything else to eat 

in this country?’”

They eventually hitchhiked to B.C. 

and hiked Mount Victoria to fulfill 

the memorial duty for their Mexican 

friends. They also met Hans Moser, at 

the time a mountaineering guide, but 

later founder of Canadian Mountain 

Holidays and widely credited with in-

venting heli-skiing. They returned to 

Montreal to work and save but came 

back to B.C. in the spring of 1957. 

Hans Moser directed them to Little 

Yoho campground in Yoho National 

Park where they hiked and skied to a 

mountain cabin (Stanley Mitchell Hut) 

that Moser was staying at with some 

clients he was guiding. Belczyk and 

Hirte spent six weeks in this backcoun-

try skiing idyll. 

Their next destination was Alaska 

but here they were stopped and pre-

vented from going further because 

they didn’t have the right visas. Un-

deterred Belczyk and Hirte turned tail 

and caught a ride to Vancouver where, 

by chance, they met some Japanese 

sailors in the Vancouver Harbour. This 

meeting set them off on a detour to 

Japan where they rode bicycles around 

the main Islands of the country. 

They soon become celebrities in 

the local media and were eventually 

offered motor scooters to aid them on 

their way. 

Belczyk and Hirte used the scooters 

to drive across India, visiting remote 

Nepal and Bhutan en route. Camping 

wild and living simply, they took what 

looks today like big risks. They were 

fortunate also not to meet any major 

misadventures. Perhaps the times 

were less dangerous too, for as Belczyk 

recalls, they were for the most part, 

welcomed and helped by locals.

They wandered on foot through the 

Valley of the Kings in Egypt and drove 

their scooters through Turkey, across 

Macedonia and through the Balkans 

and finally, back to Germany in 1958. 

Belczyk would return to B.C. to 

marry and raise a family. Hirte stayed 

in Germany but the two have remained 

lifelong friends. 

Renata Belczyk is still skiing at the 

age of 88.                                    9781771603775

Sigrid Hirte and Renate Belczyk with their bicycles in Japan.

Sigrid Hirte and Renate Belczyk with a Shozo family in Haroizuma. Due to the un-
paved and neglected roads in Japan, the duo had to constantly work on their bikes.

?????WENDY/TARA / BEV

utorontopress.com  |  @utpress

NOW AVAILABLE

“An excellent collection 

that makes a strong and 

original contribution to 

the fi eld.”

David Milward

University of Manitoba

“Donald B. Smith’s Seen but Not Seen

could not be more timely. This is 

the lifework of one of the country’s 

greatest historians.”

Roy MacGregor, columnist and feature 

writer for The Globe and Mail 

“ This is a path-breaking, 

powerful, eye-opening 

study.”

Sarah Carter

University of Alberta 

PAPER | 9781442627703

PAPER | 9781487523824 PAPER | 9781487520458
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INTO THE WILD!

NONFICT ION • HARDCOVER • $24 .95

“Isabelle Groc has done a great service for young people 

and our natural world by writing this book. She describes 

the threat to our planet’s wildlife in a way that stresses 

the urgency of the situation we face today, providing 

scientific information but also describing, in a way that 

reaches the heart, the beauty that is vanishing.

Every single individual makes an impact on the planet—

every single day. And we humans can choose what sort 

of impact we make. Isabelle’s most important and lasting 

message is also the most resonant: if human behavior is 

the cause of the wildlife crisis, it can also be the solution. 

Remember that you are not alone and that together we 

can save precious species. To which I would add: we can 

and we MUST. Before it is too late.”

—Jane Goodall, PhD
DBE Founder, Jane Goodall Institute 

and United Nations Messenger of Peace

“The fur trade of the 18th and 19th centuries brought sea 

otters to near extinction. Today they are coming back, 

thanks to the protections that have been put in place. 

Scientists have learned that when sea otters return, 

they have a tremendous impact on the ecosystem, 

as a keystone species. In this beautiful book, Isabelle 

tells us an important story, one that gives us hope. The 

story of the sea otter demonstrates that conservation 

efforts can make a difference and bring a species back 

from the brink. Young people will be encouraged to see 

that positive changes can happen and that we can all 

do something to help preserve our planet. Hope is much 

needed today!”

—Dame Judi Dench
Dame Commander of the Order of the 

British Empire and fan of sea otters

“Informational, but still 
entertaining...A refreshing look 

at endangered species.”
—School Library Journal

“Accessible, well researched, 
informative and very attractive. 

All ages will enjoy this book.”
—Robert Bateman, artist and naturalist

WINNER OF THE 

City of Victoria 

Children’s 

Book Prize

COMING 
SPRING 
2021

“An amazingly accessible and fun 

book that explores our relationship 

with whales over millennia.”

—Elizabeth May, former leader 

of the Green Party of Canada

9781459819986

“An accessible and appealing 

invitation to connect with 

the world of birds.”

—Kirkus Reviews

“Mary Roach for children…

An ecological success story 

with humor and heart.”

—School Library Journal

9781459821361
9781459821538

9781459816855
9781459817371 

9781459824690

Available at your favourite bookstore or at orcabook.com

FOREWORD BY 

Dr. Jane 
Goodall

FOREWORD BY 

 Dame 
Judi Dench
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HISTORY REVIEW

rene Bjerky, C’eyxkn, 

has been chasing 

down morsels of 

information about 

her family’s con-

nections to the fa-

mous British Colum-

bia packer, Jean Caux, aka “Cataline” 

since the early 1970s. Bjerky worked 

around the province as a boilermaker 

and commercial fisher, sometimes in 

the same places Cataline had led his 

mule pack trains 150 years earlier. He 

crisscrossed the province, fathering 

two children with Bjerky’s great-great 

grandmother, Amelia York, C’eyxkn, 

a noted basket weaver living at Spuz-

zum. Another child from a different 

relationship was 

later born at the 

opposi te  end 

of the province 

near Telegraph 

Creek.

Bjerky con-

n e c t e d  w i t h 

Quesnel writer 

and genealogist 

Susan Smith-

Josephy  who 

did research in 

museums, ar-

chives, ships’ 

manifests, min-

ers’ licenses, newspapers and used 

oral history interviews conducted by 

CBC’s Imbert Orchard. Seven years 

later, a more complete portrait of the 

man comes together in Cataline: The 

Life of BC’s Legendary Packer.

Smith-Josephy’s prose is clear and 

crisp—and she knows an entertain-

ing anecdote when she finds one. 

Cataline’s friend, Constable Sperry 

Cline recounted when Cataline first 

met Judge Matthew Bailey Begbie 

near Yale: “Judge Begbie was coming 

up the river dispensing justice in the 

various camps...The newly arrived 

packers were asked which side they 

would support. Cataline coolly drew a 

long Mexican knife from his boot and 

answered, ‘I standa by judge!’”

Judge Begbie later returned the 

favour by declaring Cataline a natural-

ized Canadian citizen.

O
born in the french region of bearn

in the Pyrenees Mountains near the 

Spanish border, Jean Caux arrived in 

British Columbia in 1858 during the 

frenzy of the Fraser River gold rush. He 

spoke a jumble of languages: Bearnese, 

Mexican, Scots, Chinook, Irish, French, 

Chinese and English. One story has 

him swearing “with great dexterity” in 

seven languages. 

He had learned how to be a packer 

from Mexicans when he landed in Cali-

fornia as a 19-year old. On the Fraser 

River, he soon realized it was more prof-

itable to be a packer than to compete 

with thousands of gold-panners. He 

began working for packing outfits and 

by 1862, had started his own.

Jean Caux cut an impressive fig-

ure—broad-shouldered and strong, 

with a peculiar habit of rubbing rum 

or whiskey into his shoulder-length, 

Skinner Hero
Over 54 bone-crunching years,
starting in 1858, Cataline built one 
of the biggest and most dependable
packing outfits in the province. 

Cataline: The Life of BC’s Legendary 
Packer by Susan Smith-Josephy

with Irene Bjerky (Caitlin Press $22.95)

Mule

I

curly hair. He kept people in line with 

a horseshoe at the ready and began 

the day with a naked roll in the snow 

or dip in a frigid creek. His day ended 

after playing fiddle by the fire and 

then sleeping outside on a tarp and 

branches. 

Cataline was admired for his re-

liability, fairness (to animals and 

crews—mostly Indigenous, mixed-

blood and Chinese) and an uncanny 

memory. Although he was illiterate, 

he remembered every article that his 

mules delivered—and the correspond-

ing cost to transport it. He kept track of 

employees’ wag-

es and expens-

es in his head 

and at the end 

of each season 

would settle up 

to the dollar.

Cataline built 

one of the big-

gest and most 

d e p e n d a b l e 

packing outfits in the province; his 

54 years of bone-crunching journeys 

parallel the development of modern 

British Columbia at its mining camps, 

telegraph lines, Hudson’s Bay Com-

pany posts, CPR and Grand Trunk 

railroad construction camps and set-

tlers who were fanning out across the 

wilderness. 

BY MARK FORSYTHE

Irene Bjerky, C’eyxkn 
is a descendant of 
N’Laka’pamux Spuz-
zum basketmakers 
and a member of
Yale First Nation 
community.

Cataline (standing)

was known for his preference
of hiring men of Indigenous

and Chinese descent for
his crew, many of whom 

went on to purchase
animals and start their
own pack trains under

his leadership. 
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Pack mule trains carrying supplies north were charged tolls (for each 
mule) in order to finance the continued construction of roads and trails.

Susan Smith-Josephy
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FOR YOUNG READERS

Ronsdale Press
Available from your favourite bookstore or order from PGC/Raincoast

Visit our website: www.ronsdalepress.com

St. Michael’s Residential School
Nancy Dyson & Dan Rubenstein

One of the very few accounts of life in a residential school by caregivers  

(Nancy Dyson and Dan Rubenstein) who witness the shocking discipline,  

poor food and harsh  punishment for the children’s use of their native language.  

When they reported the conditions of St. Michael’s Residential School to 

Government officials, they were both fired. With 30 photos.

978-1-55380-623-3 (PRINT)  978-1-55380-624-2 (EBOOK)  220 pp  $24.95

Riding the Continent 
Hamilton Mack Laing

One of Canada’s first environmentalists records  
his experiences as a motorcycle-naturalist as he  
rides one of the earliest Harley-Davidsons on a  
1915 cross-North America tour. With 40 photos.

978-1-55380-556-4 (PRINT)

978-1-55380-557-1 (EBOOK) 

228 pp  $19.95

Service on the Skeena 
Geoff Mynett

Service on the Skeena describes the life of  
Horace Wrinch, who served as the first  
resident doctor at Hazelton in the northern 
interior of BC, where he helped build a hospital  
with his own hands. With 50 photos and maps.

978-1-55380-575-5 (PRINT)

978-1-55380-576-2 (EBOOK)  450 pp  $21.95GEOFF MYNETT

SERVICE  
SKEENA

on the

Horace Wrinch, Frontier Physician

Firebird
Glen Huser

A crossover novel about a Ukrainian boy 
during WWI who learns that his brother  
has been sent to an internment camp for 
enemy aliens. Will he save his brother  
from the camp’s deadly conditions?  

978-1-55380-587-8       (PRINT)

978-1-55380-588-5 (EBOOK)

290 pp  $12.95

FOR YOUNG READERS

Lost in Barkerville
Bitten Acherman

Zach, Kyle and their eccentric teacher are transported  
back to 1866 at the height of the Cariboo gold rush in 
Barkerville. They have to save their friend Theo from  
hanging at the hands of Judge Matthew Begbie.    

978-1-55380-611-0 (PRINT)

978-1-55380-612-7 (EBOOK) 

438 pp  $12.95

Youpi en vacances
Philip Roy & Andrea Torrey Balsara

Wonderfully touching full-colour illustrations tell how 
Youpi, the pocket mouse, informs his friend Jean that  
he wants an exotic vacation. Where will they go?

978-1-55380-605-9 (HARDCOVER)

32 pp  $12.95   

FRENCH LANGUAGE

Ronsdale Press
Available from your favourite bookstore or order from PGC/Raincoast

Visit our website: www.ronsdalepress.com

Gold in British Columbia 
Marie Elliott

Marie Elliott takes readers through the gold  
rushes of B.C. from 1858 to 1871, B.C.’s  
entry into Confederation, explaining their  
central  importance to Canada’s history.  
With 50 photos & maps.

978-1-55380-517-5 (PRINT)

978-1-55380-518-2 (EBOOK)  400 pp  $24.95

Sick Witch 
Crystal Hurdle

Crystal Hurdle takes the reader on a journey through 
the hallucinatory terrain of medical afflictions with 
images from pop culture in poems that explore the 
connections between physical and mental illness.

978-1-55380-626-4 (PRINT)

978-1-55380-627-1 (EBOOK) 

100 pp  $17.95

Out of the Dark
Lillian Boraks-Nemetz

This collection of poems describes Lillian  
Boraks-Nemetz’s journey out of the darkness 
 experienced by a Holocaust survivor and  
into the light of redemption.

978-1-55380-632-5 (PRINT)

978-1-55380-633-2 (EBOOK) 

88 pp  $17.95

Moon Madness 
Alan Twigg

This superb biography recounts how Dr. Louise Aall 
went alone to the interior of East Africa in 1959 to 
build a clinic to treat “moon madness” (epilepsy), 
which continues to operate today. With 55 photos.

978-1-55380-593-9 (PRINT)

978-1-55380-594-6 (EBOOK) 

230 pp  $21.95

The Girl of Newgate Prison
David Starr 

Libby has been sent to Newgate Prison for  
helping her brother when he defended her  
from an assault by a Peer of the Realm.  
She now faces the noose but is saved by  
the great prison reformer, Elizabeth Fry.

978-1-55380-617-2       (PRINT)

978-1-55380-618-9 (EBOOK)

230 pp  $12.95

OUT OF  

THE DARK
POEMS

Lillian Boraks-Nemetz

Hamilton Mack Laing

the
riding

continent

NONfictiON / $19.95

Ronsdale PRess
www.ronsdalepress.com

Sick 
Witch

C R Y S TA L  H U R D L E

GLEN HUSER

ILLUSTRATIONS PAR

Andrea Torrey Balsara

HISTOIRE PAR

Philip Roy

Ronsdale PRess
www.ronsdalepress.com
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Cataline went wherever the work was, on a 

diet of bannock, beans, deer, rabbit, squirrel and 

sometimes weeds that he called, “gooda’ lettuce.” 

As gold rushes pushed northward, he ventured 

deeper into the Interior. Before the wagon roads, 

it could take a month to pack from Yale into 

the Cariboo on trails established by Indigenous 

peoples.

It’s difficult to truly fathom the distances trav-

elled in often harsh conditions (maps would be a 

welcome addition in this book). While returning 

from the Omineca Country it was so cold he lost 

half of his animals. But Cataline recovered and 

eventually his packing trade took him to the far 

north, servicing the Yukon Telegraph and Klon-

dike gold rush.

Cataline was also clever. Once, he had horse 

shoes removed from a mule loaded with eggs. “He 

walk easy, just like a cat.”

Smith-Josephy has a fascination with people 

who traverse vast landscapes. Her first book 

Lillian Alling: The Journey Home (Caitlin, 2011) 

focused on a woman who walked from New York 

to Alaska during a four-year quest to return to 

her Eastern European home. Cataline: The Life 

of BC’s Legendary Packer has swiftly found its 

way onto the B.C. Best Sellers List because Brit-

ish Columbians are keen to soak up compelling 

stories about the people and events that form the 

DNA of this province.

Given the vast territory that Cataline covered 

and his “fair, honest and reliable” reputation, 

it’s no surprise a school is named after him in 

Williams Lake, a creek in the Central Interior, a 

motel, and at least one rodeo horse. A statue of 

the famous packer stands beside the highway in 

New Hazelton where he retired in 1913.

A poor businessman who was, “too generous 

with friends and crew,” Cataline died at the age of 

84 with no savings in 1922.               9781773860244

Mark Forsythe is co-author with Greg Dickson of 

From the West Coast to the Western Front (Har-

bour, 2014).

Pack train
continued from page 11

HISTORY REVIEW

huck Davis would have loved and 

devoured Eve Lazarus’ Vancou-

ver Exposed: Searching for 

the City’s Hidden History.

This is not another predict-

able re-hash of stories and an-

ecdotes gleaned from Davis, the 

city’s master gatherer who gave us The Vancouver 

Book (1976) and The Greater Vancouver Book (1997). 

Instead Lazarus has done her 

own sleuthing, aided and abet-

ted by internet informants and 

generous peers such as John 

Atkin, Michael Kluckner and 

John Carter.

The result is a potpourri 

of forgotten art works, ec-

centric museums, oddball 

houses, dismantled architec-

tural gems, and a belly-flop 

contest, as Lazarus explores 

Vancouver’s neighbourhoods 

with equal measures of hu-

mour and pathos. 

Highlights include: Van-

couver’s first horse race was 

held on a downtown street in 

1887; Vancouverites drove on 

the left-hand side of the road 

until January 1, 1922—one 

of the last areas in Canada 

to change over; the rundown 

Regent Hotel in the Downtown 

Eastside was a ritzy place 

when it opened a century 

ago; Vancouver’s first hospital 

was located on West Pender 

Street between Cambie and 

Beatty; Canada’s first gas sta-

tion opened at the corner of 

Cambie and Smithe in 1907 

(when there were only 2,131 

cars registered in the entire 

country); the VanTan Nudist 

Club, founded in 1939, is still 

operational; and stonemason 

Jimmy Cunningham who de-

From Chuck to Eve
Vancouver Exposed:

Searching for the City’s Hidden History
by Eve Lazarus (Arsenal Pulp $32.95)

voted 32 years of his life building the seawall, didn’t 

live to see it finished when he died in 1963. 

Yes, there is, arguably, some filler material, and  

well-known figures like Trinidad-born Joe Fortes, 

Vancouver’s first official lifeguard. But even long-time 

Vancouver history buffs cannot fail to be impressed 

by Lazarus’ blend of the bizarre, the hidden, the 

destroyed and the over-looked.

Vancouver Exposed is exemplary popular history, 

so much so that it succeeds in being disturbing. It’s 

more proof that Vancouver, as captured by photog-

rapher Fred Herzog and celebrated by Chuck Davis, 

has always been an interesting place.

                                                      978-1-55152-829-8

C

Joe Fortes in front of his cabin at the foot of Bidwell Street, ca. 1910.
Photo colourized by Mark Truelove, Canadian Colour.
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Memorial statue of Cataline with a horse is lo-
cated at the visitors’ centre in New Hazelton.
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available at your local bookseller and online at ubcpress.ca
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orld-renowned as 

a National Geo-

graphic explor-

er and author, 

anthropologist 

Wade Davis of 

UBC made inter-

national headlines 

in 2020 when he published an article 

in Rolling Stone titled “How Covid-19 

Signals the End of the American Era.” 

According to the CBC, that article made 

nearly 10 million impressions on social 

media within a week of publication.

Characterizing Donald Trump as 

a symptom of a great decline, Davis 

told the B.C.-based Skaana podcast in 

October, “When you look at Americans 

who deny the science, who deliberately 

ignore the advice of the medical au-

thorities, who in masses go to beaches 

and conventions and bars, they think 

they’re flaunting their strength in their 

freedom. They’re actually showing the 

weakness of a people that lack the 

stoicism to endure the pandemic or the 

fortitude to defeat it.”

As someone who specializes in the 

study of human culture, Davis knows 

that the types of challenges we are fac-

ing are not uncommon or unheard of 

in humanity’s history. In fact, humans 

tend to repeat ourselves. 

“The fluidity of memory and our 

capacity to forget is the most haunting 

trait of our species,” says Davis. “That’s 

how we’re able to adapt to almost any 

degree of environmental or even moral 

degradation.”

Having released his newest book, 

Magdalena, in the spring, Davis felt he 

had to share his thoughts on America 

before the U.S. 2020 election. 

“I travel always in pursuit of stories. 

I’m a storyteller. And, for me, research 

in the field has always been wondrous, 

but so too has been research in librar-

ies and archives,” he says. “COVID is 

not a story of medicine. It’s not a story 

of morbidity and mortality. It’s a story 

of culture. America was the land of 

Walt Whitman and the Grateful Dead. 

Abraham Lincoln couldn’t tell a lie. 

Then they had a president who couldn’t 

recognize the truth.”

Calling Donald Trump “a dark troll 

of a buffoon,” someone who advocated 

for malice towards all and charity for 

none, Davis believes the American 

people have much work to do if they 

want to maintain their country’s status 

and legacy.

“I think mercifully the vast majority 

of Americans, good and decent people, 

recognize that Trump has been a di-

saster for the reputation of America 

as a global power and as inspiration 

to the world.”

The self-centred USA can still repair 

itself to create a positive vision for the 

future. “I’m always optimistic because 

I think pessimism is an indulgence and 

despair is an insult to the imagination, 

just like orthodoxy is the enemy of 

invention,” says Davis. 

“If Americans don’t find, as Lincoln 

said ‘the better angels of nature’… if 

instead they’re not able to find some 

path of forgiveness to embrace people 

ECOLOGY REVIEW
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of other backgrounds, and if they 

don’t have any sense of a greater com-

mon good, a nation to serve and not 

just with flag-wrap patriotism…If the 

American people can’t find their way 

back to that, then this really will be the 

end of the American era.”

O
by contrast, in his historical travelogue, 

Magdalena: River of Dreams, Wade 

Davis is exultant in his praise for the 

vibrancy and diversity of Colombia, a 

formerly terror-ridden country which 

has been re-born in recent decades.

Davis illuminates that country’s 

complex past, present and 

future while describing his 

escapades along the country’s 

main artery, Rio Magdalena. 

Four out of five Colombians 

live within its drainage system. 

Like the Mississippi, it’s a cor-

ridor for both commerce and 

culture.

Two previous journeys en-

abled Davis to survey its web 

of connecting waterways; two 

more trips concentrated on 

the “Medio Magdalena” and 

the musical traditions of the 

lower river and the Caribbean 

coastal plain.

A fifth adventure returned 

him to Arhuaco mamos, visit-

ing “old friends from my time 

in the Sierra Nevada, as we returned 

to Bocas de Ceniza to make ritual pay-

ments at the mouth of the river, even 

as the streets of Barranquilla erupted 

all around us with the magic and joy 

of Carnaval.”

Although the river is essential for 

80 percent of Colombia’s wealth, Davis 

looks deeper as a cultural anthropolo-

gist and concentrates on the river as 

the well-spring of Colombian music, 

literature, poetry and prayer. 

“In dark times, it has served as the 

graveyard of the nation, a slurry of 

the shapeless dead. And yet always, it 

returns as a river of life. Through all 

the years of the worst of the violence, 

the Magdalena never abandoned the 

people. It always flowed. 

“Perhaps, as this book suggests, 

it may finally be time to give back to 

the river, allowing the Magdalena to 

be cleansed of all that has soiled its 

waters. Colombia as a nation is the gift 

of the river. The Magdalena is the story 

of Colombia.”

Davis cites a short story by Jorge 

Luis Borges in which a European 

woman asks a professor from Bogotá 

what it means to be Colombian. The 

man hesitates before replying, “I don’t 

know. It is an act of faith.”

Magdalena is also an act of faith; a 

kaleidoscopic melding of history and 

journalism to fuel hope and redemp-

tion. According to Davis,  the magic 

realism of Gabriel García Márquez, is 

a natural representation of the coun-

try’s vibrancy and wondrous diversity.

“Gabriel García Márquez wrote of 

what he saw. He was an observer, a 

practicing journalist for most of his 

life, who just happened to live in a land 

where heaven and earth converge on 

a regular basis to reveal glimpses of 

the divine.”

Though Davis bemoans the deg-

radation of American culture as evi-

denced by the bizarre ascension of 

a liar and a cheat, Magdalena is his 

rhapsodic love letter to a country of 

resplendent revival.

“Only in Colombia can a traveler 

wash ashore in a coastal desert, follow 

waterways through wetlands as wide as 

the sky, ascend narrow tracks through 

dense tropical forests, and reach in a 

week Andean valleys as gently verdant 

as the softest temperate landscapes 

of the Old World. No place in Colom-

bia is more than a day removed from 

every natural habitat to be found on 

earth. Cities as cultured as any in the 

Americas were for most of their history 

linked one to another by trails traveled 

only by mules. 

“Over time, the wild and impossible 

geography found its perfect coefficient 

in the topography of the Colombian 

spirit: restive, potent, at times placid 

and calm, in moments tortured and 

twisted, like a mountain that shakes, 

crumbles, and slips to the sea. 

Magic becomes the antidote to 

fear and uncertainty. Reality 

comes into focus through the 

reassuring lens of the phan-

tasmagoric.”

In 2014, Davis was invited 

to Bogotá by Héctor Rincón 

and Ana Cano, acclaimed 

journalists from Medellín, to 

help promote the Amazon 

volume of their series Savia 

Botánica. With the backing of 

Grupo Argos, one of Colombia’s 

most prominent corporations, 

they had assembled teams 

of botanists, photographers, 

and journalists to survey the 

five major regions of Colombia 

with the goal of producing an 

elegant illustrated book on each—the 

Llanos, Amazonas, Chocó, the Carib-

bean coast, and the Andean Cordille-

ras. These Savia Botánica volumes were 

not to be sold, but gifted as complete 

sets to every library in the country, all 

with the goal of sending a message to 

a new generation of young Colombians 

that theirs was not a land of violence 

and drugs, but rather a place of un-

paralleled natural wealth and beauty, 

home to, among many wonders, more 

species of birds than any other country 

in the world. Five years in the making, 

Davis’ 20th book, Magdalena: River of 

Dreams, is an outgrowth of that well-

funded series.                     978-0-7352-7892-9

Izabella Almasi is a Victoria

freelance writer who works for Mark 

Leiren-Young’s Skaana podcast.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, NO THANKS

Wade Davis praises 

the complexity of the

Rio Magdalena region of 

South America and ponders 

the dismal fate of the U.S.

BY IZABELLA ALMASI

Magdalena:
River of Dreams

by Wade Davis (Knopf $39.95)

Wade Davis explored the Magdalena River in Colombia to 
celebrate its ties to Colombian culture, history and ecology. 
He was made a Member of the Order of Canada in 2016 and 
an Honorary Citizen of Colombia in 2018.

Colombia, YES
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Nueva Venecia,
a floating fishing village on

the Ciénaga Grande de Santa 
Marta where the cats swim 
and the dogs are afraid of 

water. The Ciénaga Grande 
de Santa Marta is located in 

Colombia between the
Magdalena River and the

Sierra Nevada de
Santa Marta.

PRINTWENDY/TAEA/ BEV
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WHITEWATER COOKS

More Beautiful Food

Shelley Adams

BAKING WITH BRUNO
A French Baker's 

North American Love Story

Chef Bruno Feldeisen 

This beautiful cookbook follows Chef Bruno's 

discovery of a North American food culture 

in the context of his French culinary back-

ground. He teaches the basics of French 

pastry and dough making, including  pastry 

creams, syrups and meringues - then offers a 

delicious array of recipes that will  engage and 

inspire you in the kitchen.    
9781770503328  $34.95 pb Whitecap Books 

SMOKE, WOOD, FIRE

The Advanced Guide  to 

Smoking Meat

Jeff Phillips

If you're thinking about buying a smoker - you 

need this book! And if you have one already - you 

need this book! Phillips is a master in the art and 

science of smoking meats and offers everything 

you need to know about equipment, types of 

wood and the best way to cook the best cuts from 

poultry to beef and pork for the most  delicious  

flavours possible.
9781770503267 $29.95  Whitecap Books

It’s entertaining season – and what better 

recipes to have at hand than those from the 

Whitewater Cooks series! Impress your family 

and inner circle with recipes from Whitewater 

Cooks, Whitewater Cooks at Home, Whitewater 

Cooks with Friends, Whitewater Cooks with 

Passion and Whitewater Cooks More Beautiful 

Food - available at your local bookstore or 

kitchen shop. 

Watch for a new Whitewater Cooks in 2021!  
978-0-9811424-3-2  $34.95 pb Alicon Holdings

• MEDICINAL MUSHROOMS

       of Western North America

• COMMON BIRDS 

     of Southwestern  British Columbia

      by J. Duane Sept

Two great guides in the Calypso Nature Series! 

Medicinal Mushrooms of Western N.A. explores 

the therapeutic benefits of mushrooms and fungi 

to offer the latest information on their medical 

aspects. Common Birds of Southwestern BC is 

the perfect companion for outdoor walks to allow 

quick, clear and accurate identification of birds 

common to the Lower Mainland and Vancouver 

Island. 
• Med Mushroom 9780995226623  pb $14.95
• Comm Birds SW BC  9780973981995 pb  $14.95
   Calypso  Publishing

DIRTY 
sticky, saucy, gooey, crumbly, 
messy, shareable FOOD

Julie Van Rosendaal

Let’s Go Biking

OKANAGAN & BEYOND

Easy Rides, Hikes, Walks & Runs
9781775308126  $19.95 pb  Let's Go Biking

Also available:

Let’s Go Biking

AROUND VANCOUVER

Easy Rides, Walks & Runs
9781775308102  $24.95 pb  Let's Go Biking

BC Bestsellers!
by Colleen MacDonald
These beautiful route guides have something 

for everyone whether on a bike or on foot - 

cycle, run or walk.  Perfect gifts for Xmas!

HERE & GONE

Artwork of 

Vancouver & Beyond

Michael Kluckner

In his first set of paintings published in nine 

years, BC writer and artist, Michael Kluckner 

explores surviving relics of old Vancouver 

and rural British Columbia, creating scenes 

like those in his award-winning, best-selling 

books from previous years. Accompanying 

these beautiful scenes are images of people 

and places that capture his trademark kind 

of "Vancouver poetry" and artwork from his 

sketchbooks of journeys around the world.
9781988242385  $19.95  pb Midtown Press

CROSSING the DIVIDE

Discovering a Wilderness Ethic 

in Canada’s Northern Rockies

Wayne Sawchuk

Logger, trapper, conservationist, Sawchuk’s  

journey to protecting the Muskwa-Kechika 

wilderness area is packed with edge-of-your-

seat stories involving a wounded bear, a 

blinding snowstorm, a partially submerged 

snowmobile and jumping onto a mountain 

from an airborne helicopter.  This is a book 

that will appeal to anyone who appreciates 

wilderness adventure or dreams of exploring 

the pristine wilds of the northern backcountry. 
9781928195061  $21.95 Creekstone Press

Winner of the 2020 Western Canada 

Music Awards, Ginalina is a two-time Juno 

nominated singer-songwriter, international 

family musician and now author of this just 

released title. She turns her song, “Save the 

Mighty River,” into a partnering keepsake 

book. It weaves together look-and-find 

excitement and early nature observations. 

Above all, it fosters care for the River in the 

hearts of the young.
ISBN  9781989927014   $15.00 pb 

Peppermint Toast Publishing  Ages 5 - 11

THE MIGHTY RIVER

Ginalina

Illus by Kelley Wills

Six Stinky Feet and 

A SASQUATCH

Heather Conn

From the 

Canadian Monster Club series

by Troy Townsin

The Canadian Monster Club series is a 

collection of short, illustrated stories that 

appeal to the silliness kids love. Each fun-filled 

story also contains short, repetitive singing 

parts that children can join in on as well as a 

look-and-find that becomes part of the action. 

Each book contains a background  account of 

each monster. Partial proceeds from the sale 

of these books donated to the First Nations 

Family and Caring Society. 
Polyglot Publishing  hc Ages 4 - 7+

Exhilarating, treacherous and magnificent, 

the Fraser River is a breathtakingly beautiful 

British Columbia scenic wonder. Join the 

Blacklaws as they chronicle the milestones 

along the length of the mighty Fraser. Part 

memoir and part photographic journal this 

book provides an intimate portrait of the 

people and places that define this great 

waterway. This is a must-read for anyone 

interested in the history, geography, people 

and beauty of British Columbia.
9780994817518  $36.95 hc Image West

THE FRASER

River of Life and Legend

Carol & Rick Blacklaws

When Annie meets a furry giant in the 

forest, she can hardly believe her eyes- or 

her nose! She tries to turn her mother into 

a Bigfoot believer, but nothing works until 

the day Annie brings him home for a bath - 

then hilarity and chaos begin. Extra content 

and resources will leave readers wondering 

about the legend and science behind this 

mysterious creature.
9780995012776  $18.00 hc

Peppermint Toast  Publishing Ages 5 - 11

SASQUATCH
9781928131038  $12.95

OGOPOGO
9781928131052  $12.95

With recipes like Eton Mess, Sloppy Joes, 

Dirty Rice, Sticky Buns and Jelly Bombs, Dirty 

Food contains recipes that celebrate the 

pleasure food brings and its ability to bring 

people happily together - when it comes to 

food, there should be no guilt in pleasure.  

Julie is a well known blogger and author of 10 

other bestselling cookbooks. Dirty Food was 

shortlisted for the Taste Canada cookbook 

awards.   9780968756324  $19.95 pb  Dinner with Julie

AVAILABLE FROM YOUR LOCAL BOOKSTORE  - PHONE OR EMAIL TODAY
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MÉGANTIC: A DEADLY MIX 
OF OIL, RAIL, AND AVARICE

by Anne-Marie Saint-Cerny 
translated by Donald Wilson

Anne-Marie Saint-Cerny 
reveals how the 2013 Lac-
Mégantic rail disaster was 
not an accident, but rather 

was knowingly caused 
by powerful people and 

institutions far removed from 
the town itself.  

 
978-1-77201-259-0; $24.95 

 

 

HERE: NEW POEMS

by Colin Browne

Here is a book for the 
ear, its compositional 

model borrowed from jazz 
improvisation; by locating 
a rhythm or a melodic line, 

and opening the field to 
associations, visions, rhymes, 

chance, interruption, and 
grace, the texts summon and 

assemble themselves.

978-1-77201-264-4; $19.95

TAKING MEASURES: 
GEORGE BOWERING’S 

SERIAL POEMS

by George Bowering  
edited by Stephen Collis

The first-ever collection 
of the major serial poems 

by Canada’s inaugural 
Parliamentory Poet 

Laureate, George Bowering, 
Taking Measures includes 

work from each of the last 
six decades.

978-1-77201-244-6; $29.95 

Hardcover also available 

THE DIARY OF DUKESANG 
WONG: A VOICE FROM 

GOLD MOUNTAIN

edited with commentary  
by David McIlwraith 

translated by Wanda Joy Hoe

Here is the only known 
first-person account from 
a Chinese worker on the 

famously treacherous 
transcontinental railway 
that spanned the North 

American continent in the 
nineteenth century.

978-1-77201-258-3; $18.95
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NEW STAR BOOKS

BLACK BOND BOOKS 
Lower Mainland

BLACKBERRY COVE 
MARKETPLACE 
Ucluelet

BOLEN BOOKS 
Victoria

BOOKS & CO. 
Prince George

CANTERBURY TALES 
Commercial Drive

COHO BOOKS 
Campbell River

EDDIE’S NEWS 
STAND 
Prince Rupert

GALIANO ISLAND 
BOOKS 
You guessed it

HAGER BOOKS 
Kerrisdale

HUCKLEBERRY 
BOOKS
Cranbrook

KIDSBOOKS
Kitsilano

THE LAUGHING 
OYSTER
Courtenay

LITTLE SISTER’S 
BOOKS & ART
West End

MAC’S FIREWEED 
BOOKS
Whitehorse

MASSY BOOKS
Strathcona

MERMAID TALES
Tofino

MILLS PRINTING & 
STATIONERY
Smithers

THE MULBERRY BUSH
Qualicum Beach & 
Parksville

MUNRO’S BOOKS
Victoria

THE OPEN BOOK
Williams Lake

THE OWL AND THE 
CAT
Chilliwack

THE PAPER HOUND
Downtown Vancouver

THE PEOPLE’S CO-OP 
BOOKSTORE
Commercial Drive

PULPFICTION
Vancouver

STRONG NATIONS
Nanaimo 

TALEWIND BOOKS
Sechelt

TANNER’S BOOKS
Sidney

32 BOOKS
North Vancouver

UVIC BOOKSTORE
Victoria

VOLUME ONE
Duncan

Thanks & acknowledgment too to the BC Arts Council, the Canada Council for the 
Arts, and our federal and provincial governments for their timely and vital response.

The COVID pandemic has exposed some of our society’s strengths and weaknesses. And it’s made evident that 
the ‘literary community’ includes readers discovering our work in bookstores. Our thanks to these hard-working, 

committed booksellers who have done so much to keep BC book publishing alive in 2020.  

A  S A L U T E  T O  O U R  F R O N T  L I N E S



o Impersonate the 

S u p e r n a t u r a l , 

Anton Frederik 

Kolstee’s ground-

breaking study of 

the “music, cere-

mony and culture of 

the Bella Bella,” is also his PhD dis-

sertation. 

Long in process, Kolstee’s small 

tome is a work of devoted scholarship—

his University of Illinois thesis was 

successfully defended in 1988—and it 

offers a comprehensive analysis of what 

is arguably the most influential branch 

of Indigenous music from British Co-

lumbia’s Northwest Coast. But with 

its discussion of strophic song, home 

tones and pitch hierarchy, much of its 

second half will be incomprehensible 

to anyone without advanced training 

in musicology. Complicating matters 

is the absence of recorded examples, 

whether offered on an included CD or 

via an online link.

Of course, to say that To Imperson-

ate the Supernatural is dry, careful 

and scientific in its approach is also 

to say that it’s intensively researched, 

reasoned and blessedly unromantic. 

Such dualities abound here. If Kolstee 

doesn’t give recorded examples of the 

music of the Heiltsuk, it’s because 

that nation protects its cultural trea-

T
BY ALEXANDER VARTY
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sures from easy digital dissemination 

and believes that specific families or 

individuals own the rights to specific 

songs. If he for the most part refrains 

from translating Heiltsuk lyrics, it’s 

probably because he knows he’s not 

linguistically equipped to do justice 

to Heiltsuk cosmology. If he describes 

form but doesn’t interpret content, 

that’s a sign of respect. Despite hav-

ing done first-hand research in Bella 

Bella and its environs, he knows he’s 

an outsider looking in, and confines 

himself primarily to structural rather 

than social analysis.

Where To Impersonate the Super-

natural will be most valuable to the 

everyday reader comes when it deviates 

from scientific methodology and delves 

into cultural history. In his book’s 

first half, Kolstee situates his research 

within the wider context of 20th-and 

late-19th-century anthropology. A 

fascinating if compressed account of 

how early ethnologists such as Franz 

Boas, Edward Curtis and Marius Bar-

beau represented and misrepresented 

Northwest Coast culture leads into 

a discussion of how music fits into 

Indigenous ceremony today. Kolstee 

makes the valuable point that—in its 

ceremonial role, at least—song is but 

one part of a sophisticated multimedia 

artform in which music, dance, the-

atre, sculpture, regalia and story are 

intrinsically intertwined. And while he 

again resists definitive interpretation, 

he stresses that the ‘Cáiqa and Auláxa 

ritual cycles of the Heiltsuk are pat-

terned after seasonal cycles of death, 

transfiguration and rebirth, and hints 

that if these operate on a specifically 

local level—such as the end of the fall 

berry harvest or the springtime coming 

of the herring—they also reflect a larger, 

perhaps even cosmic, sense of scale.

There’s much more work to be done 

in these areas, of course, and it’s im-

portant to point out that Kolstee began 

his research in 1978, when he spent 

a year as a music teacher in the Bella 

Bella school system. That was a very 

different era in terms of Indigenous em-

powerment, scholarship and cultural 

regeneration, and what it tells us is that 

while To Impersonate the Supernatural 

is an important publication, it’s now 

time for Northwest Coast ceremonial 

practices to be assessed from within, by 

scholars of Indigenous descent. That’s 

almost certainly being done as of this 

writing, so let’s hope that their find-

ings don’t take 30-plus years to come

to light!                          978-1-926991-14-6

Alexander Varty is an immigrant mu-

sician and writer living on unceded 

Snuneymuxw territory.

HeiltsukSONG
The musical culture of the Bella Bella
is one part of a sophisticated
multimedia artform in which music, 
dance, theatre, sculpture, regalia and 
story are intrinsically intertwined.

To Impersonate the Supernatural:
Music, Ceremony and Culture of the

Bella Bella by Anton Frederik Kolstee 
(Granville Island Publishing $24.95)
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“Highly recommended.” 

Tom Sandborn, Vancouver 

Sun

Fiction / Historical
Illust. by Michael Kluckner

“A must-read.” Hassan 

Yussuf, President, Cdn. 

Labour Congress 

Self-Help / Inspirational
The Hygge book by a 

Danish Canadian that 

started it all

Health & Fitness / Cancer

Best Prostate Cancer Book 

of All Time, Book Authority

Selected for Reef Knot Kit 

for cancer patients in BC

Memoir / Survival / 

Women / Sexual abuse

“…a brutally-honest 

page-turner.” Elspeth 

Richmond

Memoir / Essay

Reflections on life from 
the humanities, 
astronomy and psychiatry

Decorative Arts / Tablesetting
Hardcover, 10 x 10 in., full-colour

“Fresh, fabulous and inspirational.” 
Christy Wright, style and travel writer

"Fantastic ideas.” Umberto Menghi

Essays / Photography

10 x 10 in., 50 b&w photographs

Contemplative and photographic 
impressions that evoke a sense of 

mystery

Art / Ceramics / Memoir  

120 full-colour photos, 8 X 10 in.

Expansive career of renowned 

Italian-Canadian ceramic artist 
and educator

Fiction / Short Story 
A small stocking stuffer 
that will endure, like 

Dickens’ A Christmas 

Carol

Poetry / Politics / 
History

“A true worker’s poet.” 

Bill Arnott, author of 
Gone Viking: A Travel 

Saga



1 8  B C  B O O K W O R L D  •  W I N T E R  2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1

HEALTH EXCERPT

Many of us claim to be better in 

one area of learning than another, at 

reading and writing, for instance, than 

at math and science, or vice versa. 

You can see my own bias in the way I 

ordered that sentence. 

Tony, however, was one of those rare 

individuals who was accomplished in 

both areas. He excelled in Latin and 

algebra, in science and the arts; he 

skipped a grade in high school. He had 

the sort of mind that easily grasped 

foreign languages, a skill due in part to 

the fact that he was born in the Neth-

erlands where his family spoke Dutch. 

Tony was a toddler when they 

moved to Canada, and while he studied 

French at school, it was English that 

became the language used at home. His 

facility with language would become his 

greatest strength, leading him away 

from studies in engineering to a career 

in journalism.

Despite his talent and accomplish-

ments, he has suffered from depres-

sion all his life. Perhaps, given his 

difficult family history, this isn’t so 

surprising. Tony says his father had a 

temper and, within a couple of years 

of their arrival, unhappy to be work-

ing in Dutch farming communities in 

Ontario, he hatched a plan to rob a 

credit union. Tony’s mother worked 

nights as a cleaner for the credit union, 

and he wanted her to let him in. She 

refused and threatened to expose him. 

He beat her unconscious in front of 

the children, and he was subsequently 

deported, not for the beating, but for 

the planned robbery. She raised three 

children on her own, which couldn’t 

have been easy. When she remar-

ried, to a Chatham resident of British 

background named Lyle Wanless, Tony 

traded his long Dutch birth name, An-

tonius Josefus Franciscus Stephanos 

Maria Versteeg, for an English one: 

Tony Wanless.

O
during the first years of our married

life, I would call out questions to Tony, 

such as, How do you spell this? Or, 

Who ran the country during the For-

ties? Or, When were antibiotics discov-

ered? This was lazy of me, I admit. My 

reasoning, however, was simple: Why 

should I look things up when I knew 

he would have the answers right there 

in his head? Tony read voraciously; 

he soaked up words and information.

When did all that change? Certainly, 

there is no denying that it did.

On that spring day in 2018, we ar-

rive, and just in time, at the Djavad 

Mowafaghian Centre for Brain Health 

at the University of British Columbia 

hospital in Vancouver.

We approach the building with its 

magnificent windows of etched glass, 

patterns of brain cells that look as-

tonishingly like the tentacles of an 

octopus, and Tony asks me again, What 

are we here for?

I repeat what I had said at home as 

well as on the way over, that we are 

here to see the neurologist, and to get 

the test results.

Have I met him before?

I assure him we both have, and 

Tony nods.

We have a good idea what this neu-

rologist will tell us. Even so, we need 

to hear it from him.

It shouldn’t have taken so long.

Tony Wanless and June Hutton met as 
Pacific Press journalists in Vancouver—
he shares her byline in their story of 
coping with Young-Onset Alzheimer’s.

Four Umbrellas:
A Couple’s Journey Into

Young-Onset Alzheimer’s
by June Hutton & Tony Wanless

(Dundurn $21.99) 

even years before he was properly diagnosed, 

Tony Wanless jammed four umbrellas into his 

suitcase for a trip. It was one of the early signs of 

his cognitive looping. He and his wife June Hut-

ton starting probing the past and finding answers. 

By the time he was fifty-three, Tony Wanless had to walk 

away from his career as a Vancouver journalist. At forty-eight, 

June Hutton, a novelist and journalist, had to leave behind the 

life they had known and learn to cope with his Young-Onset 

Alzheimer’s.

The two decided to write a chronicle of the developing 

disease and how it impacted their lives, each contributing 

sections in their own words. “The big push behind this book 

was to make room on the page for the voice of the person 

with the disease,” says Hutton.

The set-up was for Wanless to email Hutton his thoughts 

and memories and she would then weave his writing into the 

story.

Here are excerpts from Four Umbrellas: A Couple’s 

Journey Into Young-Onset Alzheimer’s.  978-1-45974-779-1
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At the centre of this

story is one of the smart-

est people I know, a 

journalist named Tony 

Wanless.



abilities like memory, impulse control 

and cognition (i.e. word recall, math-

ematics, handwriting, etc). It’s a con-

dition that’s on the Alzheimer’s scale, 

although it doesn’t necessarily develop 

into Alzheimers (about a 30% chance, I 

was told. Regarding the other 70%, the 

condition remains the same or reverses).

[Tony Wanless worked at The Province 

for 22 years. He was finally diagnosed 

with Young-Onset Alzheimer’s or 

dementia after the age of 65. Young-

Onset Alzheimer’s or dementia can be 

diagnosed retroactively. The majority of 

patients diagnosed with Young-Onset 

Alzheimer’s have a family history of the 

disease and a genetic component. More 

than 560,000 Canadians are living with 

some form of dementia according to 

the Alzheimer’s Association of Canada. 

About 5,000 of the 70,000 patients in 

B.C. are under the age of 65. —Ed.]
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O
from as early as 2011, tony had been

growing increasingly forgetful and 

confused. The bright mind that had 

skipped a grade and excelled at Latin 

and algebra was failing him. 

He had a fall, and I suspected a 

stroke. There were computed tomog-

raphy (CT) scans and other scans, all 

showing nothing. There were doctors’ 

appointments and memory tests, such 

as the Montreal Cognitive Assessment 

(MoCA), often with long stretches of 

time between them, which had led to 

the observation that he had mild cogni-

tive impairment, or MCI.

O
in one of his earliest emails to me in

2017, Tony still refused to believe, de-

June Hutton began to suspect something

was amiss when Tony put out his cigars in

a potted plant with peat moss that started

a small “bogfire.” Another time he closed 

a barbecue cover without turning off the

elements, melting the cover until it sealed

the unit inside. She would find lettuce in

the freezer or dental floss in the fridge.

Once, the toaster was wedged into the

microwave oven.

PRINTWENDY/?????/ BEV

ROAD TRIPS, 

JOURNEYS IN THE 

UNSPOILED WORLD

Non-Fiction

Trevor Carolan

$21.95 | 200 pgs

A POCKET GUIDE TO 

THE UNHERALDED 

ARTISTS OF BC SERIES

Introduction by  

Marsha Lederman

$24.95 | 200 pgs |  glorious colour

THE 

BROKEN BOAT

Poetry

daniela elza 

$19.95 | 110 pgs

DISAPPEARING 

MINGLEWOOD 

BLUES

Poetry

M.C. Warrior

$19.95 | 90 pgs

mothertonguepublishing.comM
TP

MOTHER TONGUE
PUBLISHING LIMITED

Our 2020 Books  Great Gifts!

t

spite mounting evidence, that he had 

dementia, though he was acutely aware 

that something was wrong. In the fol-

lowing note, as with the other written 

contributions from him, the spelling er-

rors, gaps, and repetitions, along with 

parenthetical comments, are tangible 

evidence of the disease’s impact, and 

are left as is for that reason.

It’s been slightly more than a year 

since I was diagnosed with MCI. I 

was becoming increasingly forgetful. 

More important and frightening to me, 

however, was that it was becoming 

increasingly more difficult to focus. I 

would get bored and drift away while 

doing something, whether talking with 

someone, or involved with something 

that I found tedious, then suddenly 

“wake up” and remember where I was 

and “get back to work.” It was as if my 

mind became un-anchored and just 

bobbed along in the water drifting with 

the current for a bit – a nice, stress-free 

feeling, by the way. This also meant it 

became increasingly difficult to work, 

which meant I was constantly looking 

for distraction, i.e., computer, talking 

with Husein, who shared the office with 

me and eventually stopped coming in). 

Of course, this also led to depression 

(which probably increased the prob-

lem) because business and many other 

things were failing. My research tells 

me this is common with MCI (although 

it has to be gleaned from all the chaff 

about Alzheimer’s, which rarely seems 

relevan, I guess because more complete 

brain breakdown is “sexier” for most 

researchers and writers.

Later, Tony would add:

MCI is a lessening of some mental 

Tony Wanless and 
June Hutton on 
their wedding day, 
30 years ago.
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HISTORY REVIEW

Using oral histories, family trees, 

poetry and fiction, Jean Barman

brings to life “the land grab

known as settler colonialism.”

On the Cusp of Contact:
Gender, Space and Race in the

Colonization of British Columbia
by Jean Barman, edited by Margery Fee 

(Harbour Publishing $34.95)

BY IAN CHUNN

8 Abraham Thomas newspaper 
photozoom2

5 157-Isabella Point School

2 Mary Sitkwa Whilemot Curran

JEAN BARMAN REVISITS WHITE PREJUDICES

ineteenth century 

wh i t es  d idn ’ t 

pull their racist  

punches when 

describing In-

digenous people 

living on reserves 

near the growing 

cities of Victoria and Vancouver.

“Seriously inconvenient,” said an 

1862 Royal Navy officer in Victoria. 

“A source of nuisance and an im-

pediment to progress,” stated Prime 

Minister Wilfrid Laurier in 1911.

Historian Jean Barman has dug 

up these perspectives from under-

examined resources—oral histories, 

family trees, local history and statisti-

cal records as well as poetry, drama 

and fiction—and published them in 

essays over the years. 

Sixteen of her essays from 1995–

2013 have been gathered together in 

On the Cusp of Contact. Barman 

pieces together stories of individuals 

and groups disadvantaged in white 

settler society because of their gender, 

race and/or social class. Each chapter 

concludes with an historical lesson.

O
there was a time when indigenous

people lived in reserve lands at Kits 

Point and Stanley Park until settlers 

coveted these choice areas. In Erasing 

Indigenous Indigeneity in Vancouver 

Barman documents how white new-

comers settled these reserve lands. 

What the city wanted, and what the 

province helped it get was both the land 

and, hypocritically, a reputation for 

being Indigenous-friendly. 

But white settler ignorance of local 

Indigenous groups is there for all to see. 

The totem poles in Stanley Park—not 

Squamish, like the people who lived 

there, but Kwakwaka’wakw, from the 

northern end of Vancouver Island—

stand as an example of what Barman 

dubs ‘sanitized indigeneity.’ 

“The passion to rehabilitate the 

imaginary Indian who existed prior to 

the arrival of outsiders was very differ-

ent from coexisting with real people,” 

she says. 

Drivers using the Burrard Bridge 

experience a solid reminder of that very 

coexistence. In 2002, the Squamish 

won a court case that saw the return 

of ten acres expropriated for the CPR, 

and as Barman writes, “Roadways 

free of billboards except when passing 

through an Indian reserve have become 

a staple of British Columbian life.” The 

billboard now so visible from the bridge 

is a present-day reminder that “the 

hasty erasure of indigenous indigeneity 

earlier is coming full circle.”

In a section titled Indigenous Wom-

en, Barman provides several vignettes 

from contemporary accounts that show 

Indigenous women acting as indepen-

dent agents. From the time of Captain 

Cook, whose crews were searching 

for the Northwest Passage, furs and 

“women to bed,” we learn that “except 

for women taken in war or otherwise 

exploited, Nootka women on the cusp of 

contact, controlled access to their bod-

ies.” Barman remarks, “These accounts 

Seriously inconvenient

TRUTHS
D

N

The eviction trial of Stanley Park resi-
dents in the early 1920s depended for 
the defence on Indigenous witnesses, in-
cluding Thomas Abraham, who testified 
to the sixty years of residence needed to 
prove permanent possession. 

The eviction trial of Brockton Point 
residents in the early 1920s depended 
for the defence on Indigenous witness-
es, including Thomas Abraham, who 
testified to the sixty years of residence 
needed to prove permanent posses-
sion. Province, November 6, 1923

[P.S. and FYI: Harbour spells out 
“sixty” in the caption]

Isabella Point School on Salt Spring Island, opened in 1904, had one room with no plumbing or electricity. Although 
Hawaiians and their Indigenous wives were mostly illiterate, their offspring attended local schools alongside neighbours’ 
children. This 1905 photo depicts a fifteen-year-old (far left) holding his Roll of Honour.
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challenge the easy stereotype held at 

the time, and into the present day, of 

Indigenous sexuality as a commodity.”

Barman also addresses diversity 

within frontier communities in Invis-

ible Women: Indigenous Mothers and 

Mixed-Race Daughters in Rural Pioneer 

British Columbia. “Acknowledgment of 

these pioneer women as part of our 

common history challenges one of 

the last bastions of the frontier myth” 

she says disagreeing with the notion 

that settlers were only white and not 

diverse. 

Barman demonstrates that “the best 

history grows out of a combination of 

perspectives” in Island Sanctuaries, in 

which a successful mixed-race settle-

ment on the Gulf Islands is examined, 

focusing on settlers who came from 

the Shetland Islands, Ireland, England 

and Portugal. 

Another section deals with Hawai-

ian settlers. Canada granted Hawai-

ians full civil rights—perhaps because 

of their work in the fur trade—and they 

often married into Indigenous families. 

The Hawaiians remain enthusiastic 

about their heritage and in 1992 (in 

line with Canada turning 125), “The 

Hawaiian Connection” brought togeth-

er 200 people, who learned that they 

had stories and sometimes ancestors 

in common.

In Navigating Schooling Barman 

traces how the ideology of common 

schooling, in linguistically and ethni-

cally diverse B.C. (where, in 1867, 

Indigenous people were in the vast 

majority) was overwhelmed by racism 

with its assumption that non-whites 

would perform less well in any setting. 

Schools thus “almost certainly played 

a role in the process whereby attitudes 

of inferiority were internalized” by In-

digenous people.

White prejudice and lack of federal 

funding meant fewer opportunities for 

Indigenous people to lead lives that 

would help overcome that prejudice. 

In Separate and Unequal Barman 

writes about All Hallows School in 

Yale where an initial period of mix-

ing is changed to separation—in the 

classroom and the playground—as the 

federal policy for Indigenous peoples 
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moved from assimilation to prepar-

ing “the Indian for civilized life in his 

own environment.” One white girl de-

scribes the party around the ‘Indian’ 

Christmas-tree: “We were not allowed 

to go to it, only to peep in through the 

open door for a little while… The Indian 

children… singing carols… looked very 

nice.” 

“The past cannot 

be undone, but it can 

be better understood,” 

says Barman and she 

highlights some of the 

difficulties still to be 

resolved: a lack of In-

digenous teachers, not 

enough support for 

teaching Indigenous 

languages and lack of 

appropriate Indigenous 

content in textbooks and 

the classroom.

On the Cusp of Con-

tact is robust and well produced, with 

excellent illustrations. It is ideal for 

courses across a range of disciplines 

(history, sociology, education), but in 

fact, because it so successfully en-

riches our common understanding,

it deserves a place on everyone’s

bookshelf.                                    9781550178968

Former BC Book Prizes executive

director Ian Chunn, a retired college

instructor and teacher, writes 

from Galiano Island.

Jean Barman “is a cross between ev-
eryone’s favourite auntie and Ancestry.
ca,” says her editor Margery Fee.
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Mary Sitka Whilemot, a Cowichan woman born in about 1845, had seven children with Willam Henry Curran, who was 
originally from Rhode Island, and homesteaded after coming to B.C. for the gold rush. Such mixed-race families were 
often the first non-Indigenous settlers in much of rural BC. The everyday lives of these families were usually little dif-
ferent from pioneer neighbours where both partners were white. Mary Sitka Whilemot died in 1894 on Kuper Island. 

t

COLE’S
NOTES

fter five decades of 

study, UBC profes-

sor emeritus, Cole 

Harris has pulled 

together some of his 

past writings and synthesized his 

ideas in A Bounded Land: Reflec-

tions on Settler Colonialism in 

Canada. 

He attempts nothing less than 

examining how European settlers 

to Canada changed society here—

for Indigenous and non-Indigenous 

people alike. It is his take on what 

is distinct about Canada from Eu-

rope and also the United States.

The title comes from the fact 

that Canada is bounded both geo-

graphically and politically being a 

nation that is located between rock 

and cold to the north and that line 

we call the 49th parallel, the politi-

cal border to our south.  

His introduction takes us from 

the early fishing forays into East-

ern Canada in the 15th and 16th 

centuries when few Europeans 

actually settled, through to the 

fur trade, and then the big rush of 

European settlers fleeing the indus-

trial revolution and land enclosures 

where exploitative factory work and 

urban slum homes were the reality 

for most. Migration provided one 

of the few opportunities for land 

ownership. 

Those fleeing 

industrialized 

Britain sought a 

more agrarian 

life in Canada 

for as Harris 

notes “In 1871, 

when Britain’s 

population was 

more than half urban, 80% of 

Ontarians (Upper Canadians) were 

rural, and Toronto, the largest city, 

only had 3.5% of the provincial 

population. Prince Edward Island 

was 97% rural.”

In a series of vignettes, Harris 

examines the experience of people 

on the ground and draws conclu-

sions about the shape of settler 

colonialism as it evolved across 

Canada. His stories cover the first 

glimpses of new lands and peoples 

(through the immigrants’ eyes), 

how the settler experience devel-

oped in early Canada and the dev-

astation of the dispossession and 

resettlement of Indigenous people 

in B.C. Throughout, Harris shows 

how Canada’s settler societies 

came to differ from their European 

roots and how colonialism managed 

to dispossess.

Overall, Cole Harris considers 

the whole territory that became 

Canada through colonial domina-

tion. He also offers fresh insights on 

the rising influence of Indigenous 

peoples and argues, rather hope-

fully, that the country’s “bounded-

ness” is ultimately drawing it closer 

to its First Nations roots.

                         978-0-7748-6441-1

A Bounded Land:
Reflections on Settler
Colonialism in Canada

by Cole Harris (UBC $39.95) 

A

Cole Harris
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CAREY NEWMAN 

& KIRSTIE HUDSON

Picking Up the Pieces: 
Residential School Memories 

and the Making of the 
Witness Blanket

Orca Book Publishers

CHRISTIN GEALL

Cultivated: 
The Elements of 

Floral Style 

Princeton 
Architectural Press

LORNA CROZIER

The House the 
Spirit Builds

Douglas & McIntyre

CARLA FUNK

Every Little Scrap 
and Wonder

Greystone Books

Winner of the  City of Victoria Butler Book Prize

Hats off  to 
the other 
nominees…  

Congratulations!
A fi ne crop of Victoria writers

MARK LEIREN-YOUNG

Orcas Everywhere: 
The Mystery and History 

of Killer Whales
Orca Book Publishers

Hats off  to 
the other 
nominees…  

SYLVIA OLSEN 

& ODELIA SMITH

Neekah’s 
Knitting Needles

Sono Nis Press

SARA CASSIDY

Nevers
Orca Book Publishers

Winner of the  City of Victoria Children ’s Book Prize  

STEVEN PRICE

Lampedusa

McClelland & Stewart

THANK YOU TO OUR PRIZE SPONSORS: 

City of Victoria and Butler Bros. Supplies 

Thank you also to our supporters:
Munro’s Books, Russell Books, Tanner’s Books, 
Ivy’s Bookshop, Greater Victoria Public Library, 

Friesens, Island Blue and CBC Radio 

These two juried prizes of $5,000 each are awarded 
annually. The Victoria Book Prize Society 

administers the prizes. Guidelines and details: 

www.victoriabookprizes.ca

Mom and dad will both love this 
touching memoir of a Welsh 

molecatcher, which New York Times 
critic Margaret Renkl calls “the most 

charming book I read last year.”

For the holiday cook, a 
fascinating culinary adventure 

spanning from Sweden to 
Borneo, wild moose roast to 

bird’s nest soup.

Young activists will find 
hope and motivation in this 

“solutions-focused” book by a 
climate change scholar.

Know someone who recently 
adopted a dog? This collection 

of stories from rescue dog 
owners will warm their heart.

      

  greystonebooks.com

Make the Best Gifts

Perfect for fireside coastal nights, this 
compendium of seaweed stories includes 

watercolor illustrations, recipes, and more.
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BOOK PRIZES

INSPIRES BC & YUKON BOOK PRIZE 

Ivan Coyote has 

won the inaugu-

ral 2020 Jim Deva 

Prize for Writing 

That Provokes, at 

the BC & Yukon 

Book Prizes. 

Coyote won it for their twelfth book, 

Rebent Sinner (Arsenal Pulp $19.95) 

with its stories of what it means to be 

trans and non-binary.

The new prize, valued at $5,000, 

commemorates the Vancouver book-

seller (who was a co-owner of Little 

Sister’s bookstore) and LGBTQ2S+ ac-

tivist, the late Jim Deva, widely known 

for his legal battle against censorship. 

For almost two decades, Jim Deva 

and Bruce Smyth, his life and busi-

ness partner, along with store manager 

Janine Fuller, battled in the courts 

with the federal government for the 

freedom to sell the titles of their choice. 

He was quoted in the Globe and Mail as 

saying, ‘We’ve been fighting for respect 

for our images and our sexuality.”

The trio undertook the expensive 

legal action after years of having books 

they ordered confiscated before arriving 

at the store. The conflict became known 

as Little Sister’s versus Big Brother. 

Jim Deva is also credited with lob-

bying the Vancouver police for a re-

spectful and helpful relationship with 

the gay and lesbian community, rather 

than an antagonistic approach. 

A donation from Bruce Smyth will 

fund the new prize for the next ten 

years. “The goal of this prize is to 

educate, liberate and celebrate,” says 

Smyth. “My hope for the prize is that it 

will encourage and acknowledge folks 

for challenging social norms.”  

Non-binary Ivan Coyote says that 

they are honoured to receive the award. 

“Truly, Jim Deva was my friend, and I 

loved and respected him very much,” 

they said. “I would go into Little Sister’s 

for a visit and always end up chatting 

for an hour. He was filthy and irrever-

ent and hilarious. He was dedicated to 

queer and trans books, the community, 

his beloved partner, his friends and 

his dog. I miss him. I’m 

honoured to have his 

name connected to mine 

in this way.”

All but one of Coy-

ote’s books has been 

published by Arsenal 

Pulp. “I need to thank 

Arsenal Pulp especially 

Brian Lam, Shirarose 

Wilensky and Cynara 

Geissler,” adds Coyote. 

“The team there have 

been my book fam-

ily since 1998. We have 

published eleven books together, and 

I have loved the process every time.”

O
o f  t h e  e i g h t  p r i z e s  f o r  b o o k s

(not including the Lieutenant Gover-

nor’s Award for Literary Excellence that 

goes to an individual(s) for a range of 

writing), six went to local B.C.-pub-

lished authors, reversing a trend over 

the past ten years or so 

whereby books published 

from out of the province 

tended to dominate the 

winner’s circle.

When Chantal Gibson 

won the Dorothy Livesay 

Poetry Prize for How She 

Read, it was the first time 

that a Caitlin Press author 

received a BC & Yukon 

Book Prize.

“When I started collab-

orating with Vici John-

stone at Caitlin Press in 

2017, we agreed we wanted to design a 

book we didn’t see in school, a poetics 

for readers and a resource for teachers 

and students,” says Gibson. 

“The Dorothy Livesay Prize is an 

honour. The recognition is shedding 

light on How She Read, me and our 

tiny B.C. press—and more importantly 

it’s making Black women visible in B.C. 

classrooms. For that I am grateful.” 

says Gibson.

How She Read was also the win-

ner of the 2020 Pat Lowther Memorial 

Award; finalist for the Griffin Poetry 

Prize; longlisted for the Gerald Lampert 

Memorial Award and the Raymond 

Souster Award; and a finalist for the 

Jim Deva Prize.

O
here  i s  the  complete  l ist  of  bc

and Yukon Book Prize winners:

Steven Price—Ethel Wilson 

Fiction Prize for Lampedusa 

(M&S).

Alejandro Frid—Hubert 

Evans Non-Fiction Prize for 

Changing Tides: An Ecolo-

gist’s Journey to Make Peace 

with the Anthropocene (New 

Society).

Chantal Gibson—Doro-

thy Livesay Poetry Prize for 

How She Read (Caitlin).

Michael Nicholl Yahgulanaas—

Roderick Haig-Brown Regional Prize 

for Carpe Fin: A Haida Manga (D&M).

Robin Stevenson—Sheila A. Egoff 

Prize for Children’s Literature for My 

Body My Choice: The Fight for Abortion 

Rights (Orca).

Kyo Maclear (author) and Julie 

Morstad (illustrator)—Christie Harris 

Illustrated Children’s Literature Prize 

for It Began With a Page: How Gyo Fu-

jikawa Drew the Way (Tundra).

Aaron Chapman—Bill Duthie Book-

sellers’ Choice Award for Vancouver 

After Dark: The Wild History of a City’s 

Nightlife (Arsenal Pulp).

Ivan Coyote—Jim Deva Prize for 

Writing that Provokes for Rebent Sinner 

(Arsenal Pulp).

Julie Flett and Joy Kogawa—co 

winners: Lieutenant Governor’s Award 

for Literary Excellence.

JIM DEVA

Chantal Gibson

Ivan Coyote

Bookseller Jim Deva (1950-2014)
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BOOK PRIZES       PROFILE

hen bookseller and an-

archist Don Stewart 

assembled a public 

display of George 

Woodcock ’s ap-

proximately 150-

plus titles at the Rob-

son Square law courts in 1994, in 

keeping with civic festivities to mark 

the city’s proclamation of George 

Woodcock Day, it was akin to visiting 

Hay-On-Wye (often called “the town of 

books”) in Wales and seeing all those 

bookstores. 

It was unquestionably the biggest 

array possible of books by a British 

Columbia author.

Way back in the 1960s, when he 

was a student at UBC—as well as bud-

dy of a young lecturer at UBC named 

Margaret Atwood—George Bowering 

used to borrow George Woodcock’s tape 

recorder. Fast forward six decades and 

now Bowering is unchallenged as the 

second-most prolific literary author 

of B.C. with approximately 100 titles.

Now “George the Second” has re-

ceived the George Woodcock Lifetime 

Achievement Award for an outstanding 

literary career in B.C. 

O
b o w e r i n g ’s  l a t e s t  c o l l e c t i o n  o f

ramblings and essays, Writing and 

Reading, reveals a newer, milder and 

possibly humbled Bowering, according 

to its publisher Rolf Maurer, 

After a near-death experience when 

he suffered a cardiac arrest outside 

the West Point Grey Library in 2015, 

Bowering no longer plays baseball. 

In 2018, he was taken aback by a 

come-uppance from young staffers 

who refused to provide publicity and 

marketing for his memoir-like novel 

No One (ECW Press) as they claimed 

the story “objectifies women.” The 

book was never reviewed and it sank 

like a stone.

Bowering defends that previous 

novel in this current collection, in a 

piece called The Objects of My Affec-

tion. Instead of crying foul, Bowering 

has pulled his punches and chooses 

to exhibit how much smarter he is in 

his essay about no one reading No One.

So, in a way, Maurer is right. The 

bellicose Bowering is no more. He is still 

capable of conducting a long interview 

with himself on the page, but one notes 

strains of wistfulness in pieces about 

other writers he has known. These 

include Robert Kroetsch (“the funni-

est and smartest writer in the land”), 

Robin Matthews (“the best ranter on 

Vancouver Island”), Sheila Watson, 

Ethel Wilson and Alice Munro. He 

claims he once walked with Munro in 

the West End with his right arm around 

her waist. He recalls: “I was the happi-

est man in Canadian literature.”

Writing and Reading is a likeable 

mix of off-the-cuff pieces and breezy 

rambling. Most peculiar is a piece that 

begins, unabashedly, “I have been a 

collector and list maker and archivist 

all my life.”  After a few thousand words 

about book collecting and making lists 

as a boy, he tells us his publisher Rolf 

Maurer was interested by the fact that 

Bowering has kept track of every book 

he’s ever read.

How many people have ever done 

that? Maurer suggested to Bower-

ing that they should arbitrarily pick 

a year, any year, to exemplify this 

practice. They chose 1967, Canada’s 

centenary, when Bowering was 31. 

In a piece called simply 1967 books 

Bowering shares his comments on the 

books he read that year, starting with 

Prometheus Unbound by Percy Bysshe 

Shelley. The list is littered with Bower-

ing’s never-ending asides. “I have now 

read 40 books by Margaret Atwood and 

have number 41 lined up.”

You can argue it’s self-centred; but 

you cannot argue it is not original.

Writing and Reading, if it’s Bower-

ing’s 100th book, might be a good 

place to stop, ending, as it does, with 

George the Second interviewing him-

self. There is a seeping nostalgia in 

these pages. Recalling growing up “in 

a semi-arid Podunk called Oliver, Brit-

ish Columbia,” Bowering is aware “my 

boyhood came even before television, 

thank God.”

O
george woodcock came to his literary 

maturity in the literary pubs and maga-

zines of London, befriending George 

Orwell. One can argue that his was the 

easier path, already well-trod by others. 

George Bowering had a much tougher 

time. He had to invent his literary path 

to national notoriety and respectability, 

as Canada’s first Parliamentary Poet 

Laureate (2002-2004) from the arid 

hills of the Okanagan, having had a 

brief career as a photographer for the 

Canadian Air Force in the 1950s.

Due to COVID-19, only three others 

were present to witness the unveiling 

of George Bowering’s plaque in the 

“Woodcock Walk of Fame” outside the 

main branch of the Vancouver Public 

Library (one of whom was his partner 

and literary colleague Jean Baird). 

Meanwhile, George Bowering is one 

of only two authors who have reached 

the 100-book apex from the boonies 

of B.C.

“In my home town, Oliver, B.C., 

which I have written many pages about, 

it has never been possible to buy one of 

my books. I have done three readings 

at the library in Oliver over the years. 

One of them was attended by one of 

my sister’s daughters. No one else in 

my family, which lives in and around 

Oliver, has ever come to hear me read.”

                                978-1-55420-154-9

Writing and Reading
by George Bowering

(New Star $18)

George Bowering
is second only to 

George Woodcock for 
most books written
by a B.C. author.

W

GEORGE
t h e  s e c o n d

George Bowering receiving the George Woodcock Lifetime Achievement Award 
from Christina de Castell, Chief Librarian, at the Vancouver Public Library.
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VICTORIA, WHISTLER, CCBC BOOK AWARD WINNERS
Lorna Crozier and Mark 

Leiren-Young won this 

year’s Victoria Book Prizes.

Crozier took the City of 

Victoria Butler Book Prize 

for The House the Spir-

it Builds (D&M $22.95) 

in which she explores 

human-crafted and natural 

landscapes from a variety 

of angles in poems that 

speak of moments: an im-

age of a slice of light falling 

across a tablecloth, three oranges in a red bowl, a 

black beetle on a leaf.

Leiren-Young won the City of Victoria Children’s 

Book Prize for Orcas Everywhere; The Mystery 

and History of Killer 

Whales (Orca $24.95), 

which looks at how 

humans around the 

world relate to orcas. 

His book deals with 

science, philosophy, 

environmentalism and 

ethics in a kid-friendly 

and accessible way.

O
Retired high school 

teacher, C.V. (Cindy) 

Gauthier’s Charlee LeBeau & The Gambler’s 

Promise (FriesenPress $31.49) won the Whistler 

Independent Book Award for fiction. In her first 

title in a YA historical trilogy, set in 1858, 14-year 

old Charlee LeBeau works with her father as a 

hired hand at a Sonoma ranch when she is of-

fered a trip to San Francisco by her rich uncle, a 

professional gambler.

Laesa Faith Kim won the Whistler Indepen-

dent Book Award for nonfiction for her debut 

memoir Can’t Breathe (Paradox $20) that 

captures the nuances of life with a special-needs 

child.

O
Julie Flett won the 2020 TD Canadian Children’s 

Literature Award from the Canadian Children’s 

Book Centre (CCBC) for Birdsong (Greystone, 

2019). CCBC executive director, Rose Vespa said 

that it’s fitting Flett’s book won as it’s “all about 

the lasting impact of art and the people we love 

during a time of change.”

Lorna Crozier Laesa Faith Kim



n his fourth novel 

Never Going Back 

(part  o f  Orca 

Book Publishers’ 

“Rapid Reads” 

series for adult 

readers) crime 

writer Sam Wiebe 

introduces us to Ali Kidd, determined 

to put her criminal ways behind her 

after spending a year in jail. 

Trouble is, Ali is so good at being 

a thief that there are evil-doers just 

as determined to get her to continue 

with her particular skillset. And Ali has 

vulnerabilities because she comes from 

a broken family that now includes just 

her and a brother, Dean. 

It’s clear that Dean means more 

than anything in the world to Ali. A 

crime boss knows this and kidnaps 

Dean to extort Ali into doing another 

heist. 

Will Ali do it?

O
in addition to being a master of suspense, 

as all good crime writers need to be, 

Sam Wiebe knows how to pack a 

world of information into a few short 

paragraphs.

Take his introduction to Ali in the 

opening soliloquy: “Don’t believe what 

you hear about me,” says Ali.

“I don’t rob people. Robbery means 

taking something with force. I hate 

violence, and I’ve never used a weapon 

in my life. Besides, I’m too good to need 

force. If I take something of yours, you 

won’t know until it’s gone, and you’ll 

never know it was me.

“I’m a thief. A great thief. Or I was. 

But right now I was a woman waiting 

in the rain for her brother.”

Right from the get-go, Ali is estab-

lished as someone with morals. Thiev-

ery is an artform to her more than a 

way of life. Her brother Dean has other 

talents—he likes to cook and runs a 

restaurant. He has offered Ali a job 

when she finishes her jail time.

“Tonight, for my first meal after 

getting out of prison, he promised to 

make me something called cassoulet. I 

told him a burger and fries would be all 

right. But like I said, he loves to cook. 
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A retired thief is forced to do one more job 

for her old boss to protect her brother.

Never Going Back
by Sam Wiebe (Orca $9.95) 

I

Me, I’m good at other things.”

Ali learned about the security 

business as a teen when she helped 

her guardian aunt’s boyfriend, Paul, 

who installed alarms for a security 

company. Homeowners set their own 

codes but Ali learns that as a backup, 

installers set their own codes in case of 

emergencies. Usually they pick unique 

numbers. “But installers have bad days 

too,” says Ali. “Some are lazy. Paul liked 

to get home early, so he would always 

set the same code. Four zeros.

“I was fifteen when I learned this. 

For a fifteen-year-old, that was a lot of 

knowledge.”

Being young and bored, Ali prac-

ticed getting into homes that had 

Paul’s security company stickers on 

their windows. “I would practice after 

school. Or instead of school. Working 

with Paul was my school.

“At that time I didn’t take things. I 

just liked the challenge of getting into 

places. I wanted to open any door, de-

feat any alarm, know every code. That 

was my fantasy.”

Ali learns other things too, like mas-

tering a rock-climbing wall at a gym 

where she worked part-time at the age 

of 18. “After cleaning the floors and 

emptying the trash, I’d practice climb-

ing, building strength and confidence. 

Soon I could almost walk up walls.”

Now, in addition to being able to get 

past alarms and locks, Ali can scale 

walls and enter a building in a variety 

of ways.

Her skills get noticed by local crime 

boss Lisa Wan who leads Ali into the 

life of a thief. After seven years, Lisa 

betrays Ali and gets her arrested and 

landed in jail.

Ali’s only visitor in prison was Dean. 

He convinces her that she should 

come work in his restaurant when 

she is released. That is Ali’s intention 

until Dean doesn’t show up to collect 

her when she gets out. After a bit of 

sleuthing, Ali figures out that Lisa 

Wan has kidnapped him. To free Dean, 

Lisa orders Ali to engage in one of the 

trickiest, most dangerous heists she 

has ever attempted.

Will it work? Will Ali get caught? 

And what about the handsome police 

officer that takes an interest in Ali? 

All is revealed in Wiebe’s surprising 

conclusion. 

Sam Wiebe’s first novel Last of the 

Independents (Dundurn, 2014) won the 

Kobo Emerging Writer Prize, an Arthur 

Ellis Award, and was nominated for 

a Shamus award. He is also a former 

Vancouver Public Library Writer in 

Residence.                     978-1-4598257-7-2

FICTION REVIEW
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SAM WIEBE:
“I’ll definitely continue to 
write about Vancouver as

long as I can. I find it a
fascinating place.”

RELUCTANT
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www.anvilpress.com | info@anvilpress.com  
AVAILABLE TO THE TRADE FROM PGC/RAINCOAST“Distinctly urban, with a twist!”

NEW FROM ANVIL PRESS
CZECH TECHNO  
& OTHER STORIES OF MUSIC
By Mark Anthony Jarman
From the author of 19 Knives and My White Planet comes 
a brilliant suite of stories built around music and travel. 
We see a band coming apart at the ruins of Pompeii, 
tour through Napoli’s “volcanic dust and volcanic drugs 
and jackal-headed bedlam” and embark on a nostalgic 
stroll past the homeless in Victoria’s inner harbour 
where “gentle Tunisian techno” rides the breeze above 
addicts as weighted as Shakespearean characters.

The five stories that comprise Czech Techno are replete 
with the sizzle and jump we have come to expect from a 
Mark Jarman story.

Dept. of Small Works, #1

978-1-77214-138-2  •  80 PAGES  •  $18  •  STORIES

…AND THIS IS THE CURE
By Annette Lapointe
And This Is the Cure follows Allison Winter, public  
radio pop-culture journalist and former riot grrrrrl  
as she regains custody of her adolescent daughter, 
Hanna, following the murder of her ex-husband. She  
is unprepared to deal with either the demands of 
parenting or the fury of her ex-husband’s religiously 
conservative, grieving family, so she pulls up roots  
and moves Hanna from Winnipeg to Toronto. 

And This Is the Cure is a novel about the weight of 
unresolved baggage — its pain and trauma — and  
the process of healing and moving on.

978-1-77214-151-1  •  352 PAGES  •  $22  •  NOVEL

FOOL’S GOLD:  THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF 
VANCOUVER’S OFFICIAL TOWN FOOL
by Jesse Donaldson
On April 1, 1968, a tall, bespectacled, thirty-five-year-old 
former social worker named Joachim Foikis received $3,500 
from the Canada Council for the Arts in order to finance a 
unique, self-imposed mission unseen since Elizabethan 
England: reinvent the vanished tradition of “Town Fool.”

Fool’s Gold is the story of Vancouver’s first — and only — 
Town Fool. Self-proclaimed as Vancouver’s Official Town 
Fool in 1968, Joachim (Kim) Foikis set forth on his mission 
to “spread joy and confusion” and to “mock the four pillars 
of society: money, status, respectability, and conformity.”

Series 49.2: Tales from the Off Beat, #2

978-1-77214-146-7  •  160 PAGES  •  $18  •  NON-FICTION 

THE LILY PAD AND THE SPIDER
By Claire Legendre  | Translated by David Homel
The Lily Pad and the Spider is an autobiographical essay 
on fear, exploring the symptoms, sources, and genesis 
of anxiety, from the most intimate to the most ordinary 
kind. Using short chapters that are fragments of her 
life, Claire Legendre breaks down the psychological, 
physical, and social mechanisms associated with that 
emotion. Her style is lively, often funny, sometimes 
dark, and the story traces a unique path between 
France, Canada, and the Czech Republic, casting a 
defiant yet vulnerable gaze upon the world.

978-1-77214-152-8  •  96 PAGES  •  $18  •  NOVEL

STRONG WOMEN • BOLD STORIES • LOCAL BOOKS

/caitlinbooks

@caitlinpress.daggereditions

@caitlinpressAvailable at your local independent 

bookstore or online at caitlin-press.com
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idower Aidan Fitzpatrick 

first saw ‘Charlie’ in 1920. 

That’s when he fell under 

the 9-foot-tall primate’s 

spell. The sighting of that unidentifi-

able creature in the woods changed the 

course of his life. 
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Fitzpatrick abandoned 

his goal of becoming a 

Catholic priest in favour 

of studying biology and 

ultimately becoming a 

veterinarian. He saved his money for 

years in order to buy property in B.C.’s 

interior, where that first sighting oc-

curred. 

The loner carved a cedar version of 

Charlie, placing it inside the doorway, 

anticipating a reunion with its flesh ‘n’ 

blood counterpart. The carving becomes 

part of the household and features 

largely in the lives of the occupants.

“It was a deliberate decision not to 

call the somewhat mysterious creature 

in this novel a Sasquatch or a Bigfoot,” 

says Sarah Louise Butler, author of 

The Wild Heavens, “or any other com-

monly used term. The use of the name 

‘Charlie’ is a way around constantly 

having to describe it as an ‘unidentified 

endemic non-human primate’.”

All of us, at one time or another, 

have felt incomplete and disconnected. 

As we are introduced to other charac-

ters in Butler’s debut novel, it becomes 

apparent that ‘Charlie’ is a symbol of 

our universal yearning 

for finding someone or 

something to make us feel 

whole. 

O
the lone woodsman in the wild heavens 

once had a wife who died, as well as 

a daughter, Lily, who left their rustic 

home largely in response to her frac-

tious relationship with him. 

Since then, Lily has died in an ac-

cident and Fitzpatrick has been raising 

his only grandchild, Sandy, who was 

seven years old when he brought her 

to live with him in 1959.

The main character turns out to 

be the woodsman’s granddaughter, 

Sandy, who never knew her own father 

due to a short-lived marriage. 

While being raised in a remote cabin 

that included the cedar statue of Char-

lie, Sandy made do with her distracted, 

scholarly grandfather and befriended 

a boy named Luke. The outdoors was 

their playground and their classroom: 

they swam, they fished, they explored, 

and they learned from the creatures 

around them. 

Luke was hiding out with his moth-

er, Eva, having escaped from a violent 

father/husband. Eventually Sandy 

married this childhood sweetheart but 

tragedy again intervened. Her young 

husband went missing from the cabin, 

presumably drowned, when she was 

pregnant with their second child.

Other than a short preface by Sandy 

which introduces the grandfather and 

the Charlie quest, the story unfolds all 

within one winter’s day, interspersed 

with memories from Sandy’s life in 

British Columbia’s rugged interior 

mountains. 

Everyone is a tiny creature in a 

wide, wide landscape, much like the 

planet earth in the galaxy. Sarah Lou-

ise Butler, who is a wildlife research 

enthusiast and holds a degree in Earth 

Sciences, has done a stellar job of cre-

ating a sense of place that looms high, 

mysterious and vast over the humans. 

“I’ve always found questions more 

interesting than answers,” says Butler, 

“and for a novel where both science and 

religion feature prominently, it felt ap-

propriate that my characters couldn’t 

possibly have all the answers. 

“I recognize that not all readers will 

share this view, which is why I tried to 

make it very clear, from the first pages 

of the novel, which sort of book this is.” 

In a word, The Wild Heavens is enig-

matic. Life is bewildering. We have a 

small cast of people who have been left 

alone: Aidan Fitzpatrick lost his wife, 

then his daughter. Sandy never really 

had a father, then she lost her mother 

and then she lost Luke, who had lost 

his father. Eventually, Sandy will also 

have to part ways with her grandfather.

O
by 2003, luke has been gone 30 years

and Sandy’s children have departed 

to live their own lives. Sandy has just 
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The Wild Heavens
by Sarah Louise Butler

(D&M $22.95)

BY CHERIE THIESSEN

W

IS NO BIG FOOT
Charlie

awoken after dreaming of him. Down-

stairs, she discovers a sparrow trapped 

in the house. She opens the door to 

release it and discovers gigantic foot-

prints, footprints she has not seen for 

30 years, since the night her husband 

disappeared.

“This book is hard to categorize,” 

Butler says. “And maybe it’s most 

easily defined by what it is not. It’s not 

a thriller, and it’s not a Bigfoot story, 

and it’s not a tale of a family living in 

perfect harmony with nature. 

“It’s the story of a few inquisitive, 

flawed, hopeful people who are deeply 

in love with the place they live, even 

when its complexities and mysteries 

exceed the range of their understand-

ing.

 “The non-human elements receive 

more attention than is, perhaps, 

typical, but the small cast of human 

characters and their interactions with 

each other, as well as with the natural 

world, are at the forefront of the nar-

rative.”   

The Wild Heavens is not magic real-

ism. It’s closer to science realism. But 

it explores the mystery of life. It’s one 

of those stories that’s bigger than the 

sum of its parts.

“There’s just something so compel-

ling about their life cycle,” Luke says 

to Sandy, watching Kokanee spawning 

in the river. “The circularity of it; how 

they spawn and then immediately die. 

It’s kind of perfect in a way.”  

When the enigmatic tracks of Char-

lie finally reappear, it is Sandy who sets 

out on the trail alone, determined to 

find out the truth about the mystery 

that has shaped her life.   9781771622585

Cherie Thiessen reviews fiction

from Pender Island.

Sarah Louise Butler
explores our need to 
follow footprints.
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f  you  combined 

Franz  Ka fka , 

George Orwell 

(whose first book 

was Down and 

Out in London 

and Paris) and 

Hunter S. Thomp-

son, and you had ‘em write a realistic 

depiction of life in the rental jungle of 

over-priced Vancouver in the early 21st 

century, you’d get Dustin Cole and his 

shockingly intense debut novel Notice.

We follow the blow-by-blow plight of 

a highly articulate dishwasher named 

Dylan Levett, someone who formerly 

studied history at university, as he 

fights to maintain his near-decade-

long tenancy in Bellevue Heights, a 

(fictitious) apartment complex situated 

across the street from the historic Lee 

Building at Main and Broadway.

Despite having a formidable intel-

ligence, Levett works in the dish pit of 

a low-brow Gastown eatery, The Wild 

Rose, a raucous joint where ex-Edmon-

ton Oilers fans congregate to drink too 

much and cheer on Connor McDavid. 

Facing a bogus renoviction notice, 

our everyman protagonist decides to 

not accept the landlord’s offer of $2,500 

to leave and goes to arbitration with the 

help of a housing rights activist. They 

take the Skytrain to darkest Burnaby 

to find an obscure government office 

that will semi-reluctantly process a de-

fence of his civil rights with a Byzantine 

trail of paperwork and e-formalities.

Our eyes and ears for a prolonged 

tour of urban desolation in the summer 

of 2017 is a man whose bank account 

is running on empty. His electrical 

power has been cut off by BC Hydro be-

cause he owes them $200 (the amount 

includes his reconnection fee). He lives 

in the dark. Why should a man pay 

if he suspects his efforts to fight the 

landlord’s purge of himself and others 

is going to fail anyway?

Reduced to walking everywhere 

between the Bellevue building and Gas-

town, he conveys to us the details of 

sidewalk life amid poverty and despair. 

Driving through that area does not do 

justice to the darkness that thrives in 

the shadows of those concrete, gentri-

fied towers that have arisen for the 

relatively well-to-do around Science 

World.

Dustin Cole’s depictions of the soggy 

bazaar of East Hastings does not con-

form to the great Canadian maxim, if 

you can’t say anything nice, don’t say 

anything at all. He is not likely to be 

invited to give a presentation to the 

Vancouver City Planning Commission 

any time soon.

“Gaunt putty-coloured people slip-

ping and clapping around in flip-flops. 

Inundated plush purses, plastic stiletto 

shoes, scabby bruised thighs, hollow 

faces from the living crypt. A man in 

a wheelchair sat at the foot of a curb 

while a thin man in a black straw fe-

dora and flared women’s jeans worked 

at pushing his chair up a curb cut. 

Sidewalk dense with black marketeers 

and the vice-laden who supported this 

commerce.

“Someone huddled behind two open 

umbrellas arranged as a lean-to. The 

orange tip of a hypodermic rose above 

the edge and a dirty hand popped off 

the neon safety guard, plunged the 

needle back down below the lip of the 

shelter. ‘Can I owe you six bucks?’ 

someone said, a strange inverted offer.”

Also a stifled musician and a seem-

ingly hapless bachelor, Dylan buys a 

deluxe pellet gun at Canadian Tire to 

commit Rodenticide. He flushes the 

dead mice down his toilet. An abrasive 

encounter with a tough cookie named 

Blade Girl has unfairly gained him a 

bad rep with her, even though he’s 

actually a loyal friend by nature. 

Levett is derisive when it comes to 

tech yuppie drones, foreign capital, 

“craft beer bullshit” and affluent white 

trash, but he has maintained some 

lasting relationships with the likes of 

Jim, another long-term Bellevue tenant. 

“They were friends, dope-smoking bud-

dies, but the relationship had cooled 

since the Christmas season when Levett 

had accidentally lit Jim’s beard on fire 

while they were high on mushrooms.”

He perseveres with his case, a 

man not without principles, but life 

in a Limboland gulag of increasingly 

video-surveillanced poverty crushes his 

optimism. There are some pain-ridden 

outbursts. He was not born a loser and 

yet the world around him conspires to 

crush him. Blade Girl has mobilized 

others to denounce him as a violating 

woman beater. 

Eventually there is a two-and-a-half 

hour renoviction hearing. An expert 

testifies on behalf of Mr. Levett about 

the landlord’s bogus claim that a rot-

ted beam in the ground floor cannot 

be repaired successfully without the 

need to displace Mr. Levett from his 

third-floor domicile, as well as others 

who have already been intimidated and 

coerced to vacate. The corporate own-

ers since 1980s have undertaken work 

without permits, etc. But is it true that 

Mr. Levett at one time did consent to 

negotiate a fair price for his departure 

and, thus, in principle was therefore 

accepting of the landlord’s proposal?

Madame Arbitrator might as well be 

the Grand Inquisitor. 

It’s not giving too much away to say 

Levett will win his case but ultimately 

he will lose the biscuit. It’s a tragedy, 

like King Lear, that cannot be derailed 

from the get-go. “If he wanted to escape, 

he would have to fly to the moon.” 

We go along for the downward ride, 

fascinated rather than appalled, due 

entirely to the quality of the writing.

Take notice of Notice. Rare B.C. 

literature mavens could tell you this 

stunning cri de coeur is more in the 

tradition of the acutely sensitive D.M. 

Fraser and the chronically estranged 

Malcolm Lowry. Both courted despair, 

discovering genius and alcohol were a 

deadly cocktail.

Most readers don’t like to encoun-

ter words they don’t know. But some 

do. Dustin Cole caters to the latter 

category. Strabismic. Suspired. Weft. 

Corbel. Knurled. Caduceus. Plagal. A 

chain-link fence is topped with “a musi-

cal staff of barbed wire.” A hooker trots 

down an alley in “precipitous heels.” 

This combo of extreme articulation with 

depictions of poverty makes Notice a 

work of friction.

The novel is touted as “a bad-to-

worse, spiral-down story about an 

ornery man caught between the gears 

of gentrification and renoviction” but 

it’s also a delightful dance piece of 

wordsmithing, an uplifting perfor-

mance piece.

When Dustin Cole first started writ-

ing for the Ormsby Review a few years 

back, it was immediately obvious that 

the Alberta-born Cole, raised in the wee 

town of High Level in remote northwest-

ern Alberta, had the potential to be the 

literary equivalent to Alphonso Davies. 

(Now described as the 17th most 

valuable soccer player on the planet, 

the Alberta-raised Alphonso Davies had 

a very brief tenure with the Vancouver 

Whitecaps before he vaulted into the 

top tier with Bayern-Munich to make 

$5.5 million per season. Meanwhile, 

Dustin Cole is about to skedaddle back 

to more affordable Edmonton.)

                                  978-0-88971-384-0

FICTION REVIEW

Notice by Dustin Cole
(Nightwood Editions $19.95)
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Channelling his inner George Orwell,
an educated dishwasher chronicles
his fight for rental fairness.

RENOVICTIONS
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tDustin Cole

Missing the theatre? 

Read these new plays 

by BC playwrights! Find 

these and more titles at 

playwrightscanada.com.

Bar Mitzvah Boy by Mark Leiren-Young

9780369100689 •  $17.95
Quick Bright Things by Christopher Cook

9780369100863 •  $17.95
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Selfie by Christine Quintana

9780369101259 •  $17.95
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n  G l e n  H u s e r ’ s 

young reader/adult 

“crossover” histori-

cal novel, Firebird, 

he offers a sobering 

look at racial preju-

dice in Canada more 

than 100 years ago.

After Canada entered World War 

One as an ally to Great Britain in Au-

gust of 1914, many immigrants who 

had fled to Canada years before to 

escape poverty and oppression in East-

ern Europe were dubbed enemy aliens. 

Many were arrested and imprisoned 

in 24 makeshift, forced labour camps 

across the country. 

On the strength 

of the War Measures 

Act, passed by par-

liament on August 

22, 1914, over 8,500 

men were confined 

until 1920. More 

than 100 died from 

disease and malnu-

trition in the harsh living conditions. 

Some were shot trying to escape. Many 

more suffered psychological damage 

that lasted long after the ordeal was 

over.

In Huser’s novel, set in rural Alberta 

in 1915-1916, thirteen-year-old Alex 

Kaminsky and his older brother Marco, 

orphans from Ukraine, had been living 

with their uncle on a small farm east 

of Edmonton when war was declared. 

One tragedy follows another and in 

December of 1915, Alex, now fourteen, 

suffers serious burns escaping a house 

fire that claimed the life of their uncle. 

Marco is away working as an itinerant 

farm labourer, and when he fails to 

show up for Christmas as he promised, 

Alex is worried.

Alex gradually recovers from his 

injuries through the kindness of neigh-

bours. But a new threat looms when 

he is treated hatefully because of his 

Ukrainian heritage. The animosity in-

tensifies when news is received that a 

beloved young soldier from the family 

with whom he is staying has been killed 

in action while fighting in Europe.

The emotions of the family members 

are well depicted as they deal with the 

tragedy and their resentment toward 

Alex grows. Alex is given refuge by the 

village postmaster and storekeeper who 

realizes his innocence and reaches out 

to help the young man as he sets out 

on a perilous quest to find his brother. 

Eventually Alex learns that Marco 

has been imprisoned in Castle Moun-

tain internment camp in Banff, Al-

berta. [Huser notes that the site of the 

Castle Mountain Internment Camp has 

been set aside as a national shrine, a 

memorial to remember the shameful 

A legal immigrant from Ukraine is brand-
ed an enemy alien and incarcerated in 
a World War One internment camp, 
one of more than twenty in Canada, in
Glen Huser’s novel, Firebird. 

Firebird by Glen Huser
(Ronsdale $12.95) 

BY SAGE BIRCHWATER

treatment of innocent men, mostly of 

Ukrainian heritage, caught up in the 

hysteria of the First World War.]

Huser charts a thread of human 

kindness and generosity that helps 

change Alex’s fortunes. Difference-

makers include the small-town post-

master, a Ukrainian hobo who helps 

him jump a freight train, a kind-heart-

ed carpenter and his family, a school 

teacher in Edmonton and the teacher’s 

benevolent aunt in Calgary, who all 

reach out to allow Alex to achieve his 

goal and find his brother.

The author’s background as an edu-

cator and his intimate understanding 

of the psychology of youth and life in 

small towns on the Canadian prairies 

combine to give authenticity to the 

story. Huser portrays the triumph of 

human decency through the eyes of 

children unfettered by prejudice. He 

conveys the narrowness of powerful 

individuals consumed by the smallness 

of their own self-importance and how 

these shortcomings diminish those 

around them.

Lastly, he paints a delightful por-

trayal of the heroic: that is, bending the 

rules and reaching beyond the limita-

tions of personal circumstances, or 

boxed-in institutional normalcy, which 

is what it takes sometimes to make a 

difference. Firebird illuminates the ir-

rationality of war and the shallowness 

of racial discrimination and profiling. 

Few can disagree that this is a les-

son that every society has to learn and 

relearn, generation after generation.

                                               978-1-55380-587-8

Sage Birchwater writes

from Williams Lake.

n this picture book about the 

warm relationship between a 

father and daughter, a young 

girl spends all day at her dad’s 

garage. It’s an unusual role for 

a girl but she relishes pumping 

gas, fixing cars and greeting cus-

tomers in between sweeping and cleaning.

“Lights flick up, the radio jolts on and sings a 

twangy song to remind the night that its turn is 

done,” she says as they open the garage. “Coffee 

bub-bub-bubbles in a pot. I don’t like the taste, but 

the smell means Saturday, and that’s good.”

One of the regular customers brings her candies 

and teases that there is an elf hanging out in the 

area and it has been spotted in their shop. The girl 

is not so sure but she keeps looking just in case.

Another customer says “Isn’t your dad lucky to 

have a helper like you?” 

The girl’s dad doesn’t say much, but she can tell 

he thinks “the customer has it about right.” 

Helping fix a car, the girl passes her dad tools. 

“Sometimes he beckons me over to show me how 

A mechanic, his 
daughter and an elf

he’s adjusting this or that. Sometimes I even do the 

twisting or tightening. Dad is the magic man under 

the hood, but he’s slowly passin’ the magic to me.”

They eat a lunch of “meaty sandwiches and crisp 

apples.” Then its play time.

“Before we go back to work, Dad lets me crawl 

onto the car hoist, then pushes the button to glide 

me up high into the air and slowly down again. It’s 

hotter at the top of the garage, where the sun has 

been dancing with the dust since dawn. Even up 

there I take a quick look around for the elf, but the 

only magic at this garage is my dad’s fingers tinker-

ing engines back to purring.”

At the end of the day, the girl watches her dad 

clean the grease from his hands. “Some never goes 

away,” she says. “Its dark smell hides in the lines 

of his calloused hand. Some day my hands will look 

that way, too.”

This gentle story is based on author Nancy 

Hundal’s recollections of working with her dad at 

his garage in the 1960s. Hundal has written nine 

picture books and one YA novel since she started 

writing in 1991.                              978-1-9882-4232-3

I

Castle Mountain Internment Camp (1915)

g
l
e

n
b

o
w

 m
u

s
e

u
m

 a
r

c
h

iv
e

s
, 

n
a
-3

9
5
9
-2

Glen Huser

t

Saturday at the Garage by Nancy Hundal
illustrations by Angela Pan (Midtown $21.95)

I
3-7 YEARS OLD

YA NOVEL

ancouver Island-based LS Stone’s de-

but YA novel What’s in it for Me? is 

about teen friends, Nick and Trevor, 

who couldn’t be more different. Nick 

dreams of being a rock star and thinks 

only of getting a deal for his band, partying all 

summer and surfing at Tofino. Trevor is set to do 

volunteer work in Africa building a school. Nonethe-

less, Nick is convinced to go to an elephant refuge 

in Thailand. While Trevor is in Kenya learning from 

a local 12-year-old boy, Nick meets a Thai girl who 

wants to be a mahout even though local tradition 

won’t allow it. Nick also encounters an animal rights 

activist, a drugged tiger and marauding elephants. 

Will the events change his self-centered outlook on 

life? And will the two teens stay friends? 9781999241681

What’s in it for Me? by LS Stone
(Rebel Mountain $13.95)
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arking is an unusual 

name for a female 

protagonist but 

then George 

Mercer’s Hark-

ing  is a very 

unusual young 

adult novel. 

While it contains some “adult 

language” that might be considered 

alarming, it also deals with serious 

wilderness preservation issues. 

Harking could easily engage adult 

readers who don’t realize they are not 

part of the target market, and that’s 

not surprising given that Mercer has 

published four previous novels for his 

Dyed in the Green series for adults, all 

set in various national parks.

About the same age as Greta Thun-

berg is now (17) and replicating her 

steadfast devotion to environmental 

causes, the Jasper-based heroine 

Harking Thompson is determined to 

honour the memory of her park warden 

father by protecting a mother grizzly 

bear and her three cubs who are at risk 

of being removed from their natural 

habitat or else killed.

The evolving complexity of Harking’s 

struggle on behalf of those four bears 

lends credibility to the tale. There is 

Harking’s social quest to make sure 

everyone in Jasper does what’s right, 

even though it looks to be a lot easier 

to most people to just do what’s simple 

and wrong, and there is her inner 

struggle to overcome the wounds of her 

fractured family.

After her parents divorced and she 

opted to stay with her Dad, Harking 

witnessed the death of her hugely 

knowledgeable father during an ava-

lanche that is briefly described at the 

outset of the novel, leading the reader 

to believe Harking feels culpable for 

the tragedy because she had urged 

her Dad, a park warden, to forge a 

dangerous path for her class on a back-

country trip.

When her younger brother returns 

to Jasper, along with her estranged 

mother, Harking’s brave defense of the 

unwanted mother grizzly and her cubs 

is complicated by the fact that her na-

ïve brother has got himself tangled up 

with three young toughs who disobey 
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For ‘bearance’
in the Rockies

A former park warden invents

a heroine for our timesH

Harking by George Mercer
(www.georgemercer.com $19.99)

signage on their mountain bikes and 

rile the aforementioned bruins.

Harking has used her father’s cam-

era equipment to record events on the 

out-of-bounds mountain trails. She 

can prove the troublemakers were of 

the human variety. Trouble is, the gang 

leader of the anti-social hoodlums-in-

training bikers, the ones who riled the 

grizzly and caused all the problems, 

is the son of the park ranger who has 

taken over from her father.

After a two-page evocation of the 

deadly avalanche gets us off to a shakey 

start—who are these people and why 

should we care about them?—this 

story gains momentum with every new 

chapter. Much of the dialogue is less 

than scintillating but the strength of 

character shown by Harking pulls this 

story along as surely as a team of hus-

kies under the northern lights. 

Like a Joan of Arc among the Rock-

ies, she will not be beaten. Harking is 

representative of a new generation who 

are remarkably well-informed, rational 

and willing to make personal sacrifices 

to help save our planet. The deeper we 

go into the woods with Harking, the 

more we recognize there is passion and 

truth in this tale.

It all comes together because George 

Mercer worked in six national parks 

in Canada, including eight years as a 

Park Warden and Wildlife Specialist in 

Jasper National Park. He was not just 

a conservationist, he was an innova-

tor. Mercer was the first to use GPS 

collars for woodland caribou and wolf 

research. He also introduced remote 

cameras to monitor wildlife and human 

traffic. He doesn’t have to make this 

stuff up. Because he’s done it.

The name Harking Thompson is 

a derivative of both James Bernard 

Harkin (1875-1955), the first com-

missioner of Canada’s new Dominion 

Parks Branch from 1911 onwards—he 

created many of Canada’s superb 

national parks—and the laudable 

explorer David Thompson, easily the 

most sophisticated and sensitive of our 

country’s fur trade explorers.

There is a passion at the heart of 

Harking, leading to an important after-

word. Mercer writes, “Coincidentally, 

as I write this, we are in the throes of 

a global pandemic that has resulted 

in a virtual shutdown of human use 

not only in our parks and protected 

areas, but everywhere. In the absence 

of a huge influx of people in places like 

Jasper National Park during the spring 

of 2020, wildlife responded by showing 

up in greater numbers and in areas not 

normally used in recent years.

“Although other factors including 

weather may have influenced wildlife 

behaviour this year more so than in 

the past, species such as grizzly bears 

may be showing us that their preferred 

habitats overlap with human use even 

more than we suspected. 

“This phenomenon, if we want to 

call it that, is occurring throughout the 

world, highlighting the need to better 

understand wildlife use as well as our 

impacts on that use, if we are to coexist 

with other species.

“My greatest hope from writing this 

story is to help communicate the need 

to develop a better appreciation for the 

needs of wildlife, not only in our parks 

and protected areas, but everywhere, 

so that we can better adjust our own 

use to accommodate other species we 

share the planet with…

“Changing our expectations and our 

own behaviours is critical if we are to 

coexist with wildlife into the future.”

                                 978-0-9879754-8-5
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he series of children’s books with crocodile characters that 

author Robert Heidbreder and illustrator Rae Maté made 

popular for ages 3-6, is now available in a boxset, Crocs 

in a Box (Tradewind $24.95).

Crocodiles Say (2005), Crocodiles Play (2008) and Crocs 

at Work (2015) offered youngsters verbal and visual fun, 

taking them along with the colourful crocodiles as they frolic through a 

day; play sports like baseball and hockey; and take on jobs such as cooks, 

florists, croc ‘docs’ and teachers. Changes in the newly packaged titles 

include smaller-sized books and different cover art. 

Prior to writing, Robert Heidbreder was a primary and kindergarten 

school teacher for thirty years, and received the Prime Minister’s Award for 

Teaching Excellence in 2002. For over 20 years, Vancouver-born Rae Maté 

has been an art instructor to preschoolers and their parents at Vancouver 

Children’s Arts Umbrella on Granville Island.                           9781926890067

Crocs can do everything

T

AGES 3-6

Art from Crocs in a Box by Rae Maté
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Beep Beep Bubbie
by Bonnie Sherr Klein
illustrated by Élisabeth Eudes-Pascal

Kate is upset when her Bubbie
(grandma) gets a motorized scooter.
Will Bubbie still be Bubbie in that 
scooter?

Bonnie Sherr Klein, best-selling author
of Slow Dance: a story of love and disabili-
ty, joins acclaimed illustrator Élisabeth
Eudes-Pascal “for this lighthearted
intergenerational story, sure to open
young eyes to issues of disability.”
(Quill & Quire)

Crocs in a Box - 3 Little Books
by Robert Heidbreder
illustrated by Rae Maté

The three mischievous crocs are 
back — in a box! Frolic along with these 
raucous reptiles as they romp through 
a crocodile day, sprint off the sports 
field, and turn the work-a-day world 
upside down.

“Heidbreder’s bouncy verse and the 
mayhem and imagination of Maté’s 
energetic illustrations will leave kids 
joyous with laughter.” (Toronto Star)

“Highly recommended.” (CM Reviews)

The Mysterious Stones
by Enrique Pérez Díaz
illustrated by Yayo

Kiki lives with his tío and his abuela 
ever since his papá sailed away in 
search of a new life.

Written by Enrique Pérez Díaz, Cuba’s  
leading author for young people, and 
illustrated by the award-winning
Colombian-Canadian artist Yayo.

“The Mysterious Stones is a title to share
between generations, one that ends 
on a note of hope, perfect in today’s 
world. Highly recommended.”
(CM Reviews)

Dr. W. Scott Persons IV 

with illustrations by Beth Zaiken
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Book designer Tree Abraham won 

First Prize in the Reference category 

for Alcuin Society’s annual competi-

tion for book design for Cedar + Salt: 

Vancouver Island Recipes from For-

est, Farm, Field, and Sea (TouchWood 

$45). Cedar + Salt was also a finalist 

for the Bill Duthie Booksellers’ Choice 

Award at the 2020 BC and Yukon Book 

Prizes.                              9781771512947

Due in March, My Best Friend is Ex-

tinct (Orca $10.95) by Whistler-based 

filmmaker Rebecca Wood Barrett is 

about a young boy who befriends a 

strange prehistoric-like creature dur-

ing a snowstorm. Illustrations are by 

Cornelia Li. For ages 8-10.

                                          9781459824423

Having almost lost the family cabin 

during the fire season of 2017, Claudia 

Cornwall collected stories from people 

in Sheridan Lake, Ashcroft, Cache 

Creek, 16 Mile House, Lac La Hache, 

Quesnel, Williams Lake, Hanceville-

Riske Creek and Clinton for British 

Columbia in Flames: Stories from a 

Blazing Summer (Harbour $26.95), 

with over 60 photographs.

                                                    978-1-55017-894-4

Legally, animals are defined as prop-

erty, often leading to their inhumane 

mistreatment. In Animals as Legal 

Beings: Contesting Anthropocentric 

Legal Orders (UTP $34.95), Manee-

sha Deckha, a UVic law profes-

sor, suggests a new legal term, 

“beingness”—as an alternative 

to “personhood”—as a way to 

legally recognize animals and 

protect them from exploita-

tion.                9781487525873

Having written about Malcom Lowry, 

Margaret Atwood and painter Tom 

Thomson, UBC professor emerita 

Sherrill Grace spent ten years on 

Tiff: A Life of Timothy Findley (WLP 

$39.99), described by Atwood as, “A 

meticulously researched deep dive into 

a troubled and fascinating life—pas-

sionate, engaged, often messy, vastly 

rewarding.”                                  9781771124539

Misha Handman started writing com-

ics for his friends in elementary school, 

graduating to short stories and collab-

orative works. His debut novel Shadow 

Stitcher: An Everland Mystery (Edge 

$14.95) follows a private detective in 

the 1950s on a missing-persons case 

involving organized crime, murder and 

espionage. The novel was shortlisted for 

a Rakuten Kobo 2020 Emerging Writers 

Prize for speculative fiction.

                                        978-1770531994

WHO’S

WHO
BRITISH COLUMBIA
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Having lived through El Salvador’s bru-

tal civil war between 1980-1992, which 

claimed more than 75,000 lives, Lucia 

Mann has written The Little Bread-

winner: War and Survival in the Sal-

vadoran Heartland (Aperion $17.95) 

about families tyrannized by the 

country’s military-led govern-

ment amid the “dirty” war 

between the American CIA-

backed government and 

the left-wing rebel group, 

Farabundo Marti National 

Liberation Front.

                       978-0-9856039-3-9

After publishing more than a dozen 

books of poetry, Victoria’s Patrick 

Friesen has released Outlasting the 

Weather: Selected & New Poems (An-

vil $20), which spans a quarter century 

of his work. In 2016, he was nominated 

for the Griffin Poetry Prize for his co-

translation of the Danish book of po-

etry, Frayed Opus for Strings & Wind 

Instruments by Ulrikka Gernes.

                                      978-1-77214-153-5

E IS FOR EL SALVADOR

Tree Abraham

Patrick Friesen
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Maneesha Deckha’s
research includes animal law, 

feminist analysis of law,
health law and bioethics.

Lucia Mann

Rebecca Wood Barrett

Sherrill
Grace



Brian Lam, pub-

lisher at Arsenal 

Pulp Press,  has 

been named the 

2020 recipient of 

the Lambda Literary 

Publishing Profes-

sional Award, which 

honours a distin-

guished individual in the community 

whose innovative work in the publish-

ing industry promotes and promulgates 

LGBTQ literature.

Jonathan Man-

thorpe’s fifth book, 

Restoring Democ-

racy in an Age of 

Populists and Pes-

tilence (Cormorant 

$24.95), outlines 

what is eroding the 

democracies in the 

Western world and 

provides solutions for fixing them. He 

names external influences from Rus-

sia and China as well as the internal 

pressures of income disparity as chief 

among the problems threatening many 

democratic systems.       978-1-77086-582-2

Kwakwaka’wakw artist and author 

David Neel was shortlisted for the 

2020 Hilary Weston Writers’ Trust 

prize for non-fiction for his memoir 

The Way Home (UBC Press $32.95) 

about his struggle to reconnect with 

his traditional culture. The jury said 

his “spellbinding memoir” was “wise 

and deeply moving.”         978-0-7748-9041-0

It helps to be an enthusiast for the 

subject you are working on. Vancou-

ver tea tippler Chelsea O’Byrne, il-

lustrator of the kidlit book Teatime 

Around the World (Greystone $22.95), 

enjoys a good cuppa’. O’Byrne works 

mainly in watercolour, graphite and 

gouache. Her images accompany De-

nyse Waissbluth’s spare text about the 

many tea cultures including those of 

Tibet, Iran, England, Thailand, Russia, 

Egypt, Pakistan, Hong Kong, India and 

Japan.                              978-17764-601-7

The new Indigenous Literary Map of 

BC highlights the careers of more than 

100 Indigenous literary artists of B.C. 

with extensive descriptions of their 

output. Stage two of the literary map 

next year will add another 100 authors 

from among the 300 written about by 

Alan Twigg. The project is supported 

by Canada Book Fund and Yosef Wosk 

with website design by Sharon Jack-

son. www.literarymapofbc.ca

In the tradition of ‘poetry of witness,’ 

Victoria-based Danielle Janess’ debut 

poetry collection The Milk of Amnesia 

(MQUP $17.95) uses various forms and 

language—theatre, film clips, photo-

graphs and dance—to address prob-

lems with historical memory and the 

trauma of inherited memories of war.

Elements of Janess’s book grew from 

her own family history which included 

a maternal grandfather who was ar-

rested in Warsaw within the first 

twenty days of the Second World War, 

and sent to a Soviet gulag where he 

survived for three years before joining 

the Free Polish Army in Russia.

                                     978-0-2280-0345-8

Seth  K le in ’ s  A 

Good War: Mobi-

lizing Canada for 

the Climate Emer-

gency (ECW $24.95) 

is about preparing 

Canada for the com-

ing climate disas-

ters, using lessons 

from the Second 

World War. He served for 22 years as 

the founding director of the B.C. of-

fice of the Canadian Centre for Policy 

Alternatives.                  978-1-77041-545-4
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J IS FOR JANESS

K IS FOR KLEIN

L IS FOR LAM

M IS FOR Manthorpe

N IS FOR NEEL

O IS FOR O’BYRNE

I IS FOR INDIGENOUS

Seth Klein

Jonathan Manthorpe

Brian Lam

t

Danielle
Janess

t

David Neel: writer, 
photographer
and artist.
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A modern queer tragedy 

about a pilot’s last words,

an interrupted celebration, 

and the fear of losing 

everything.

“Utterly engrossing. Coen is a hero for 

our era, darkly struggling amid the after-

shocks of loss, but doing so with dignity, 

humanity, and passion.”

 — TIMOTHY TAYLOR, author of 
The Rule of Stephens

9781459746428
$21.99 pbk



In Chemical World: Science in Our 

Daily Lives (Orca $19.95), former bi-

ologist Rowena Rae alerts young read-

ers to the role chemicals play in their 

daily lives. She invites them to consider 

what they eat and how different foods 

could affect their health. 978-1-45982-157-6 

Jordan Scott, who has struggled with 

stuttering most of his life, has pub-

lished a debut kidlit book, I Talk Like 

a River (Penguin $24.99) for children 

aged 4 – 8, with illustrations by Sydney 

Smith. It’s about a boy who stutters 

and is helped by a patient, kind father 

who takes him for a walk by the river 

to help him find his voice. 9780823445592

After 21 years as a paramedic, Graeme 

Taylor retired from the B.C. Ambu-

lance Service and has recorded his 

experiences in A Paramedic’s Tales: 

Hilarious, Horrible and Heartwarm-

ing True Stories (Harbour $24.95). He 

candidly recalls what it’s like to attend 

to people dying, and those who are 

badly injured or disfigured, those in 

the midst of psychotic episodes, com-

petitiveness with firemen, what para-

medics joke about, and how they deal 

with suicidal patients.    978-1-55017-902-6

In her tenth novel, Forest Green 

(Doubleday $29.95) Victoria-born Kate 

Pullinger explores how trauma can 

warp a life through a man who begins 

life in the Okanagan Valley during the 

Great Depression, is haunted by his 

experiences as a World War II soldier, 

nomadically works in logging camps 

across B.C., finds one great love but 

it’s turbulent, and ends up homeless 

on Vancouver’s streets. Pullinger won 

the Governor General’s Award for her 

2009 novel, The Mistress of Nothing.

                                         9780385683043

Meredith Quartermain uses a train 

journey from the West Coast to the 

East Coast in Lullabies in the Real 

World (Newest $18.95) to probe Can-

ada’s legacy as a colonial nation. 

At times playful, at other times 

confrontational, Quartermain 

ends by imagining a time before, 

or outside of, colonization. Her 
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poems also re-

flect imaginary 

conversations 

with Canadian 

poets such as 

Robin Blaser 

and bpNichol.                      

978-1-988732-78-7

t
t Rowena Rae

Meredith
Quartermain

Jordan Scott explores 
the linguistic implica-

tions of stuttering as it 
relates to human com-
munication. In 2006, he 
was nominated for the 

Dorothy Livesay
Poetry Prize for Silt.

Kate Pullinger
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POLESTAR BUSINESS AGENDA

This creative business agenda helps 
coordinate all aspects of our lives. 

  $19.95  •  176 pp.  •  7.5 x 10

A personal organizer with 
inside-cover pockets at a great price!                                 

$14.95  •  160 pp.  •  6 x 9

At  your favourite bookstore today   •   polestarcalendars.com   •   1-800-296-6955

Helps busy families organize, 
coordinate and simplify their lives.                               

$17.95  •  168 pp.  •  8 x 10 

FA MILY 

C ALENDAR

POLESTAR

2021

T µ

O r g a n i z e

C o o r d i n a t e

S i m p l i f y 

100% 
RECYCLED TEXT PAPER •   made in BC   • 

printed in Canada
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$29.95  paperback 

$15.99  ebook

A vivid social history of a 
remarkable place, drawing 
on research as deep as the 
waters themselves.

PURCHASE YOUR COPY AT 

RBCM.CA/BOOKS

the Royal BC Museum Shop

or your favourite bookstore

SHADBOLT FOUNDATION 2020 AWARDS

VIVA AWARD
Lucie Chan • Cindy Mochizuki • Tania Willard

The VIVA Awards are $15,000 each and are granted to mid-career
artists chosen for outstanding achievement and committment. 
           

MAX WYMAN AWARD 
Dorothy Woodend • Paloma Pacheco
The Max Wyman Award for Critical Writing is a $5,000 prize
established by the Yosef Wosk Family Foundation to celebrate
excellence in writing on the visual, performing and literary arts.
A secondary prize, a residency at the Banff Centre, recognizes
an emerging writer chosen by the award winner. 

The award recipients
were chosen by
independent juries.

The Covid-19 pandemic
meant that we could
not present the awards
at the public event as
we normally do.

shadboltfoundation.orgLUCIE CHAN CINDY MOCHIZUKI

PALOMA PACHECO TANIA WILLARD DOROTHY WOODEND
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Read. Subscribe.
Submit.

eventmagazine.ca

• 2020 National Magazine Awards
Silver Winner, Poetry

• 2020, 2019 & 2018 Journey Prize
Short List

• 2017 Canadian Magazine Awards
Winner, Best Literature

• Regularly featured in Best Canadian
Stories, Poetry & Essays anthologies

• Canada’s longest-running Non-Fiction
Contest

• Popular Reading Service for Writers

Because every issue
is an EVENT.

Richard Kelly Kemick  

 They can hear your stomach churn,

 smell the cavities in your molars,

 see your pulse galloping into the soft parts of your neck.

 There is no place they do not know you.

•

44  2•

poetry and prose
elevendollarsninetyfive
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BOOKSTORES / LIT MAP / COFFEE 
 

3608 West 4th Ave. Vancouver, BC  604-732-7912  banyen.com

An Independent Bookstore in Vancouver for 50 years!

#5 - 1046 Mason St. Victoria, B.C. V8T 1A3
(just off Cook Street) 1-250-384-0905

20 plus

varieties

• Hand sorted for premium quality • Full selection of exotic teas
• B.C. honey and Belgian chocolates • Mail orders welcome

Yoka

is reading &

recommends:

After Life: 

Ways We 

Think About 

Death

by Merrie-Ellen 

Wilcox

(Orca Books).

ISBN: 9781459813885

www.yokascoffee.com
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at Beacon & Fourth in Sidney    |    open 7 days a week 
250 656 2345    |    tannersbooks.com

Only 10 minutes from the Swartz Bay ferry terminal

Let a locally authored book help bring a 
little of the holiday magic home with you.

From BC-based fiction to stunning photography to 

histories of the places you have visited; there’s no 

better way to keep the memories of your Vancouver 

Island explorations fresh... until your next visit!

We are open for customer browsing!
9:00 am to 5:30 pm, seven days a week

We’ve taken safety measures for our staff and customers: 

more floor space for physical distancing, acrylic 

shields at service desks, staff wear masks, customer 

hand sanitizing and masks available, and limiting the 

number of customers instore at one time.

455 Campell St. Tofino, B.C.

Explore our 
curated selection 
of quality books, 
kites, 
toys and games.

browse online at mermaidbooks.ca

250-725-2125

www.literarymapofbc.ca

104 Indigenous

British Columbian

authors

Supported by Canada Book Fund,

Yosef Wosk and SFU Library.

COMING SOON

Indigenous
Literary Map of B.C.



Janice Masur has written a memoir 

about growing up in a small European 

Jewish community from 1949 to 1961 

in Kampala, Uganda under British 

Imperial rule in Shalom Uganda: A 

Jewish Community on the Equator 

(Island Blue $4.99). With no rabbi or 

Jewish infrastructure, this community 

of just twenty-three families formed a 

cohesive group that celebrated all Jew-

ish festivals together and upheld their 

Jewish identity.             978-1-9991469-0-0

Roy Henry Vickers continues his col-

laboration with Robert Budd in the 

new board book, Raven Squawk, Orca 

Squeak (Harbour $9.95), which sup-

ports language development of babies 

and toddlers. Vickers’ artwork illus-

trates the text for West Coast sounds 

like sea lion roars, crashing Pacific 

Ocean waves, and the rustle of cedar 

branches in the wind.    978-1-55017-904-0

The internet has 

more pitfalls than 

a game of Snakes 

& Ladders .  Hu-

man rights lawyer 

and UBC professor, 

Maureen Webb ar-

gues that hackers 

can be vital disrup-

tors and that many 

are trying to ‘build out’ democracy 

into cyberspace in her hugely 

important study Coding De-

mocracy: How Hackers are 

Disrupting Power, Surveil-

lance, and Authoritarianism 

(MIT Press $39.95). Her previ-

ous book was Illusions of Se-

curity: Global Surveillance and 

Democracy in the Post -9/11 

World (City Lights,  2007).

                         978-0-262-04355-7

Kwantlen storyteller Joseph Dan-

durand, whose traditional name 

X.alatsep means ‘written down,’ has 

teamed up with Kwakwaka’wakw art-

ist Simon Daniel James for the kidlit 

book The Sasquatch, the Fire and the 

Cedar Baskets (Nightwood $14.95). It’s 

the story of a Sasquatch who rescues 

his family from a forest fire by dousing 

flames with water stored in baskets 

woven from cedar bark by his mate.

                                      978-0-88971-376-5

After a 44-year academic career, 

including jobs as Dean of Academic 

Affairs at Emily Carr University of Art 

and Design and Dean of Fine Arts at 

The University of Calgary, Maurice 

Yacowar of Victoria has released Read-

ing Shtisel: A TV Masterpiece from 

Israel (lulu.com $20). It’s a detailed, 

92-page critique and appreciation of 

the hit series that first aired in Israel 

in 2013. Netflix brought it to North 

America in 2018. Yacowar previously 

self-published two books evaluating 

The Sopranos.                   978-0359479641

Alex Zimmerman has self-published, 

Becoming Coastal: 25 Years of Explo-

ration & Discovery of the B.C. Coast 

by Paddle, Oar & Sail (Seaworthy Pub-

lications $26.95). An avid sailor and 

outdoorsman, he built several boats 

and kayaks, and designed his latest 

boat. After several thousand miles 

under the keels of his various vessels,

he says the sea still has things to

teach him.                                  9781948494274
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X IS FOR X.ALATSEP  

Michael Aloni is Akiva Shtisel in the Israeli TV series Shtisel, a global hit
about a fictional Haredi (Orthodox) family in Jerusalem. See Y entry.

t

Maureen Webb

Joseph Dandurand

Roy 
Henry 
Vickers

t
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Managing Remote Staff: Capitalize on Work-from-
Home Productivity
by Lin Grensing-Pophal, SPHR, SHRM-SCP, PCM

• Many small businesses are 

struggling to adapt to the 

impact of COVID-19 while 

maintaining productivity, staff 

engagement, customer satis-

faction and a healthy bottom 

line. 

• This book addresses the 

myths, misconceptions, pros 

and cons of remote work for 

employees who are now out of 

sight, but NOT out of mind!

• Learn the attributes of suc-

cessful remote workers, 

establish policies and proce-

dures, and effectively train staff with an emphasis on 

communication.

$26.95 | Paperback + Download Kit | 152 pages

The Business Transition Coach: Your Guide to 
Succession Planning, Exit 
Strategies, and Preparing for 
the Big Handoff
by Wayne Vanwyck

• Sort out your personal and 

professional transition options.

• Prepare your business, your 

employees, and yourself for 

transition.

• Create a business plan that 

makes sense now and multi-

plies the valuation later.

• Leave a legacy that you can 

be proud of.

$26.95 | Paperback + Download Kit | 180 pages

Savvy Real Estate Investing: Create a Passive 
Income Stream and Make Money in Your Sleep
by Shazia Virani

• Make money grow from an average salary.

• Create a passive income stream and earn money while 

you sleep. 

• Leverage your assets to build 

a strong portfolio of invest-

ment properties so you can 

enjoy life.

• Diversify your real estate 

investments so you can retire 

early.

• “You don’t make money by 

just buying and selling real 

estate, you make money by 

investing purposefully and 

knowing where the trends lie 

in any market.”

 - Shazia Virani, AUTHOR

$19.95 | Paperback + Download Kit | 112 pages

www.self-counsel.com
1-800-663-3007
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QUICKIES is an affordable advertising 

vehicle for writers, artists & events.

For info on how to be included:

bookworld@telus.net

A COMMUNITY BULLETIN 
BOARD FOR INDEPENDENTS

QUICKIES

1919 
A Graphic History
of the Winnipeg
General Strike

www.btlbooks.com

GRAPHIC NOVEL

$19.19 
ISBN 9781771134200
Between The Lines

by The Graphic History 

Collective and David Lester

Direct Action
Gets The 

Goods 
A Graphic History of 

the Strike in Canada

GRAPHIC NOVEL

by The Graphic History

Collective

www.btlbooks.com

$14.95• 9781771134170 
Between The Lines

Food Floor:
My Woodward’s Days

MEMOIR

by Margaret 
Cadwaladr

Memoir of working as a
grocery cashier at Woodward’s 

in Vancouver in the 1960s.

$15.95 • ISBN 978-1-9995465-1-9

www.foodfloordays.com
& selected bookstores
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My wife and I live in Edmonton. We 

greatly enjoy BC BookWorld. Thanks 

for doing it. Saw a mention some 

years back on a B.C. bookstore man 

who became president of Estonia or 

some other Baltic country. I looked 

through old copies but could not find 

it. Can you help me out—what was/

is his name?

Tom Monto

Edmonton, Alberta

[According to ABCBookWorld: Toomas 

Hendrik Ilves was involved with the 

Literary Storefront in Vancouver during 

the 1980s. He reputedly taught Esto-

nian literature and linguistics at SFU 

for a year and his wife taught in the 

psychology department at UBC. Born 

in Sweden, he became president of 

Estonia in 2006. Under his presidency, 

Estonia became the first country in the 

world to introduce voting via the inter-

net in national elections. When he was 

involved in BC literature, there was a 

rumour that Ilves could be involved 

with the CIA. More information can 

be found in the history of the Literary 

Storefront by Trevor Carolan: The Liter-

ary Storefront, The Glory Years, Van-

couver’s Literary Centre 1978-1984 

(Mother Tongue 2015). —Ed.]

Bookie president
Tom Ilves
and Mona Fertig, 
1982, at
The Literary 
Storefront,
Gastown,
Vancouver. 
Photo by Brian 
Kent (Vancouver 

Sun).

In the Autumn issue: Bigg’s orca T37B 

pursues a sea lion in the Strait of 

Juan de Fuca, August 1, 2014. Photo 

© Ken Balcomb.

Photo credit

Thank you for having us on the cover 

of the autumn edition of BC Book-

World. It looks beautiful. I have had 

many friends snap photos of it and 

send the pictures my way from ferries 

and book stores and locations near 

and far. I am so deeply grateful for the 

coverage this brings to our book (BIG: 

Stories about Life in Plus-Sized Bod-

ies). The support that BC BookWorld 

gives to our writing community in 

B.C. is so important and immeasur-

able in value.

Christina Myers

Surrey

I want to thank you for your review 

of Slashburner in the autumn issue 

of BC BookWorld. When I took the 

included photographs forty years 

ago, I would never have imagined 

they would appear in a magazine, let 

alone a book.

Nick Raeside

Nanoose Bay

Once again issues of BC BookWorld 

landed at our local library. Once 

again, I grabbed one and started pag-

ing through it. I was enjoying myself 

No Ordinary 
Seaman 

A Memoir

SEAFARING MEMOIR

by Gary H. Karlsen
Beckoned by the sea: tales 

of a young man shipping out 
of Vancouver in 1965.

$22.95 • ISBN 978-1-7752669-0-7

noordinaryseaman.com
eBook at Amazon & Kobo

Cedar Island 
Dreams

Inner Islands Trilogy, Book I

YOUNG READERS

by TJ Radcliffe

Anforth the racoon and his
friends Flutesam the otter and 

Crow the crow run afoul of 
pirate wolves in a far-future world 

where humans made animals 
intelligent, and then vanished.

$10.39 • ISBN 978-0993754340 • siduri.net

Illustrated by Hilary Farmer 

Community value

when I came to page 25 and nearly 

lost my lunch. Gordon Campbell 

complete with sleazy grin staring out 

at me. ‘Scramble Campbell’ may not 

have been the worst premier in B.C.’s 

history—there’s too much competition 

for that one—but Campbell is in the 

running for the title! The so-called Lib-

erals went their merry way selling off 

B.C. in bits and pieces to their friends 

and supporters, including an attempt 

to sell BC Ferries. The list goes on and 

on. George Abbott’s Big Promises is 

welcome if not somewhat late.

Dennis Peacock

Clearwater

40 years ago today

Scramble Campbell

Send letters

or emails to: 

BC BookWorld,

926 W. 15th Ave,

Vancouver, BC

V5Z 1R9

bookworld@telus.net

Letters may be edited 

for clarity & length.

t

“This introduction to LGBTQ human 
rights for young children is a gentle 

and eff ective one.” 
~Kirkus Reviews

“...a positive focus on the many ‘C’ words 
that support wellness... a thoughtful story 

to support young people coping with 
cancer in their lives.” 

~Tracy Myers, Children’s Counsellor

978-1-9992416-0-5 HC $19.95 Ages 3-8

rebelmountainpress.com 

Nominated 2021 Silver Birch Express and 

         2021 Rocky Mountain Book Awards 

Sawchuk takes us from his logging 

and trapping days to his role in 

creating the huge Muskwa-Ke-

chika Management Area, a jour-

ney packed with edge-of-your 

seat stories involving a wounded 

bear, the rescue of a submerged 

snowmobile at 30 below and 

leaping onto a mountain cliff from 

an airborne helicopter.

ISBN: 9781928195061 • $21.95

NEW FROM

Distributed by Sandhill Book Marketing
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BOOK PRINTERS

FACEBOOK: @BCBOOKLOOK 

TWITTER: @BCBOOKLOOK

BC BOOKLOOK: bcbooklook.com

ABC BOOKWORLD: abcbookworld.com

BC
BOOKWORLD

BC’s Book Printing Experts
Building Trust in Client Relations

911 Fort Street • Victoria • BC • V8V3K3 • T 250-385-9786 • TF 1-800-661-3332

FIRST NATION BOOKS

ANNUALS

TRAVEL BOOKS

GRAPHIC NOVELS

COLOURING BOOKS

FICTION

NON-FICTION

POETRY

MEMOIRS

CHILDREN’S BOOKS

Family owned & operated for 105 years

BOOKS…
AND SO MUCH 
MORE!

A complete book printing & publishing ecosystem.

marquisbook.com   1 855-566-1937

GRAPHIC  

DESIGN
ADVANCED 

READER COPY

BOOK  

PRINTING

CUSTOM 

PUBLISHING

MARQUIS 

EXPRESS

PRINT- 

ON-DEMAND

AUTOMATIC  

STOCK

REPLENISHMENT

MARQUIS EXPRESS 

HIGH-SPEED TRAIN

YOUR 
PROJECT

PRINT!

1 2 3
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Dr. W. Scott Persons IV 

with illustrations by Beth Zaiken
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