DARCY

“ A life of
R breakmg barriers: § |
] union leader, ;
activist &

legislator. P 16 ¥
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In 1944, Rudi Vrba
and a comrade escaped
Auschwitz-Birkenauand
exposed the Holocaust
to the world.

See page 7
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A NIGHT MOVES :.ineybecroo
N\ SIGN .

OF [ ax g i . ‘4
‘32 Ee THE Y ™ '{ , 1P )
VL TIMES & - . | |

THE BEST OF
PRESS THE PENTHOUSE

MARQUEE

for the chutterbug...

NIGHT MOVES: THE STREET PHOTOGRAPHY
OF RODNEY DECROO
FOREWORD BY MIKE USINGER

for the lover of wit and humour-...

A SIGN OF THE TIMES
BY BENJAMIN JACKSON WITH AARON CHAPMAN

“l only ever go to The Penthouse to read the signs.”
— Bill Allman, Chairman BC Entertainment Hall of Fame

$36 | PHOTOESSAY | 176 PAGES | 978-1-77214-250-1
OVER 100 IMAGES (COLOUR & B/W) | AVAILABLE DECEMBER

THAT GUN IN
YOUR HAND

WA K b

Night Moves, is a gritty, touching, poignant, and
truthful portrayal of contemporary urban life.
$40 | PHOTOGRAPHY | 160 PAGES | 978-1-77214-239-6

GIETS!

(e tave a ook
/W cveryyone

PETER M ER
LIFE el CINEMA

JOSE TEODORO

www.anvilpress.com
info@anvilpress.com

AVAILABLE IN CANADA FROM PGC/RAINCOAST

for tha lover of memoir...

o Winner of the Edna Staebler Award
« National Bestseller!

THICK SKIN

BY HILARY PEACH

Hilary Peach worked 20+ years in the
ubermacho trade of welder/boilermaker
— this is her story.

$24 | MEMOIR | 314 PAGES | 978-1-77214-195-5

for the mucic nerd...

THAT GUN IN YOUR HAND:
The Strange Saga of ‘Hey Joe’ and
Popular Music’s History of Violence

BY JASON SCHNEIDER

Follow the journey of “Hey Joe” from NY
coffeehouses to LA’s Sunset Strip, to

the ears of a young guitarist named Jimi
Hendrix who launched his career with it.

for the indie film buff...

NOTHING BUT TIME
BY JOSE TEODORO

“An extraordinary, luminous book made in
creative collaboration with one of the most
important filmmakers working today.”

— Atom Egoyan, Academy Award-
nominated director of The Sweet Hereafter
$27.95 | INTERVIEW | 284 PAGES | 9781772142532

AVAILABLE IN THE U.S. FROM ASTERISM
asterismbooks.com

$22 | MUSIC | 256 PAGES | 978-1-77214-242-6
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VICTORIA
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Céngratulations!
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WINNER of the
DC Reid Poetry
Book Prize

A rich harvest of Victoria writers and artists.
Our hats off to the other nominees:

S WINNER of the
City of Victoria
Book Prize

WINNER of the
City of Victoria
Children’s Book Prize

LML e
O Y TS T
=
Signal Infinities =
= Marilyn Bowering Sarah Cox Megan Pomper

g—

S n__;._' u | UIB
Barbara 8lack™ -
. Uma Krissnasmami

Aelanie St
i

Barbara Black Uma Krishnaswami Melanie Siebert Rowena Rae Cynthia Woodman

Kerkham

Kayla Czaga

Thank you also to our supporters: Victoria BookPrizes.ca

Thank you to our prize sponsors:

Munro’s Books, Russell Books,

DC the Greater Victoria Public Library,
BT G R d Friesens, the Magnolia Hotel and Spa,
1 Chateau Victoria, and the CBC.
VICTORIA €
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SELLERS -

Unsettling
secrets

nown for his spy novels and politi-

= cal thrillers (one of which, The Ring
IWon'It(I!clalt:Iﬁill'iE\Ihllfe:orever r Master (M&S, 1987) was nominated
Y for a Governor General’s award),

(0rca $14.95) . )

David Gurr of Victoria has led a life
with many of its own twists and turns.
Born in London in 1936 as William Le
Breton Harvey Brisbane-Bedwell, he spent
his early years during World War Two in
rural England (Dorset) under the care of
two aristocratic Victorian aunts. By 1941,

George M. Ahhott
Unceded: Understanding
British Columbia’s Colonial
Past and Why It Matters Now
(UBC Press/Purich $29.95)

sarah Louise .Bl“lﬂr he had a new name: David Gurr. At the
Rufous and Calliope: age of 12, he moved to the bush on Van-
A Novel couver Island with his mother and father.
(D&M $24.95) . It was a hardscrabble life in a crowded
John "organ with Gord Hill is a" cottage, which proved to be exciting for an
member-of the : ;
Rod Miﬂkleb“rgh H?;t['l:'. Kwakwaka'wak adventure-seeking adolescent. Yet a family
X | Wwa Wa_ d Wakw secret, unknown to the young Gurr, left
Inll'olii; l:)I.VIVoI:g\A?:I‘ oS Nation. him unsettled. Now he has told his per-
(Harbour $38.95) sonal story in Unorganized Territory: A
Boy’s Own Memoir (Stonehewer $25.95)
Daniel Marshall - re.vealing detailed memories with dry
Untold Tales F a s c I s m & f e a r wit and humour. 9781738993383
of 0ld British Columbia
(Ronsdale Press $24.95)
s fascism is resurging around the world, activist and comic book

artist Gord Hill explains why it is to be feared in his concise writ-
ing and illustrations in The Antifa Comic Book, Revised and
Expanded (Arsenal Pulp $24.95).

Hill defines fascism as “an ideology that promotes a strong,
centralized state under the command of a supreme leader (a
dictatorship).” He adds that “often, a cult of personality is built
up around the leader.”

While fascism is commonly related to the evils of Adolf Hitler’s Nazi regime in
the 1930s and the start of World War Two, in fact, as Hill points out, the first fascist
groups arose in Italy under Benito Mussolini during World War One. Hitler learned
from Mussolini.

And violent, oppressive fascist movements are still with us today.

But whenever fascism rears its ugly head, anti-fascist, or “antifa,” groups rise up
to fight it. Hill shows how this has occurred in countries such as Italy, Germany,
Spain, England, France, Greece, Russia, Sweden, America and ... Canada (where the

.JJ

Graeme Menzies
Trading Fate:
How a Little-known

Company Stopped British murderous Ku Klux Klan expanded and was known to have had as many as 25,000
Columbia from Becoming an members in Saskatchewan in the early 20th century).
American State Hill’s new edition includes updated material on the January 6, 2021 US Capitol David Gurr Wlth his mother in Hyde Park, circa
(Heritage House $29.95) attack, the infamous 2022 Canadian convoy protests and the growing number of 1937. Her nickname for him as a toddler was
fascist governments in modern Europe. 9781834050041 “Willum,” but she was soon to change it.
Shelly Adams s
Conner Adams ¢
Whitewater Cooks T I S TH E S E AS O N
The Food We Love

(Sandhill Book Marketing $38.95)

FOR A MYSTERY

Iona Whishaw’s debut murder mystery,
Dead in the Water (Friesen, 2015), was republished as A Killer
in King’s Cove (Touchwood, 2016)—the first in a series fea-
turing her 1940s heroine, Lane Winslow who relocates from
England to BC in 1946 after her lover, a pilot, was killed during
World War Two. She lives in a tiny fictional community near
Nelson called King’s Cove which is populated by older British
immigrants from before World War One. The British ex-secret
service agent Winslow looks to put the war behind her, only to
be arrested after she and her neighbour discover a corpse in

reuben quinn

the creek that serves as their drinking water. Inspector Darling

and Constable Ames are soon on the scene. Sparks fly between

reuben quinn
PP AT D kiskisomitok:
©"AY%° toremind each

Winslow and Darling. A decade later, and after twelve mystery
installments, Whishaw has released a prequel, A Season for
Spies (TouchWood $19.95) depicting Lane Winslow on her

nd one another
[Ta a|(()i n(l’) O%E s ?::9 35] first spy mission back in wartime England. It’s Christmas and
’ Winslow’s commander sends her to Scotland, ostensibly to visit
Joline Martin her grandparents. But nearby, an important British agent is
War Resisters: Standing Cover art by Margaret Hanson for A Season for Spies. waiting to be picked up. Unknown danger lurks. 9781771514828
Against the Vietnam War
(Caitlin $26)

Sarah Gilhert
Our Lady of Mile End
(Anvil Press $20)

Elspeth Hay
Feed Us with Trees:
Nuts and the Future of Food
(New Society $29.99)

The current topselling titles from
major BC publishing companies,
in no particular order.
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Return undeliverable Canadian
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P.O. Box 93536, Vancouver, BC V6E 4L7
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Canadian-published books from

~— Douglas &McIntyre —

— ;?‘;?'
RICHTARD WAGAMESE {4

THE INQUISITIVE RAVEN

RICHARD WAGAMESE
ILLUSTRATED BY BRIDGET GEORGE

Share in a raven’s sense of wonder
as this gorgeous picture book brings
Richard Wagamese’s wisdom to
young audiences.

CHILDREN’S 6-8 - $24.95

HARDCOVER - 10.25 X 9.25 INCH -
30 COLOUR ILLUSTRATIONS -

978-1-77162-449-7

32 PGS
AVAILABLE

LEADING FROM THE HEART
The Battles of a Feminist,
Union Leader and Politician

JUDY DARCY

In this rich and inspiring memoir, Judy
Darcy recounts the remarkable turns
that brought her from library worker to
groundbreaking legislator.

MEMOIR - $40.00

CLOTH - 6 X 9 INCH - 312 PGS
16-PAGE COLOUR INSERT - AVAILABLE

978-1-77162-453-4

ANARCHISTS IN LOVE
A Novel

ROBERT HOUGH

Acclaimed author Robert Hough recre-
ates the political violence and revolu-
tionary idealism that flowed through
New York City during the Gilded Age
of the 1890s. At its centre are real-life

revolutionists Emma Goldman and

Alexander “Sasha” Berkman, whose pas-

sionate love affair fuels their commit-
ment to creating a better world.

HISTORICAL FICTION - $24.95

PAPERBACK - 6 X 9 INCH -
AVAILABLE -

272 PGS
978-1-77162-447-3

RuUuFous AND CALLIOPE
A Novel

SARAH LOUISE BUTLER

In this stunning tale of love and loss,
a middle-aged cartographer, suffering
from memory lapses and claustropho-
bia, hikes through the rugged interior
of BC in search of a treehouse where
he spent one memorable summer on

the run with his siblings.

FICTION - $24.95

PAPERBACK - 6 X 9 INCH -
AVAILABLE -

256 PGS
978-1-77162-457-2

SISTERS OF THE JUNGLE
The Trailblazing Women Who
Shaped the Study of
Wild Primates

KERIANN MCGOOGAN

A scientist’s memoir that delves into
the history of primate field studies and
the women who shaped the discipline

of primatology.

MEMOIR - $38.95

CLOTH - 6 X9 INCH - 320 PGS
16-PAGE COLOUR INSERT - AVAILABLE

978-1-77162-445-9

rmtem e
rErs e e e

THE

MICROBIOME

B. BRETT FINLAY, PhD

JESSICA M. FINLAY, FaD

THE MicroBIOME MASTER KEY
Harness Your Microbes to
Unlock Whole-Body Health and
Lifelong Vitality

B. BRETT FINLAY AND
JESSICA M. FINLAY

Science has made huge leaps in pro-
longing life through disease prevention
and treatment, but microbiologist Brett
Finlay and gerontologist Jessica Finlay

offer a different approach.

HEALTH - $26.95

PAPERBACK - 6 X 9 INCH -
AVAILABLE -

354 PGS
978-1-77162-442-8

CHRONICLES of

THE BOARING GAME
f, Sttt

CURLING Rocks!
Chronicles of the Roaring Game

JOHN CULLEN

This book offers a lighthearted, yet
expertly detailed, look at a unique sport
and its history, from the most absurd
curling fashions to the most sublime
matches ever played.

SPORTS/HUMOUR - $26.95

PAPERBACK - 5.5X 8 INCH - 320 PGS
B&W ILLUSTRATIONS - AVAILABLE
978-1-77162-455-8

RICHARD
WAGAMESE

velectad

NOW IN PAPERBACK!
RiCHARD WAGAMESE SELECTED
What Comes from Spirit

RICHARD WAGAMESE
INTRODUCTION BY
DREW HAYDEN TAYLOR

Drawing from Wagamese’s essays and
columns, along with preserved social
media and blog posts, this beauti-
fully designed volume is a tribute to
Wagamese’s literary legacy.

INDIGENOUS - $19.95

PAPERBACK WITH FRENCH FLAPS - 5.5 X 8 INCH
176 PGS - AVAILABLE - 978-1-77162-460-2

AVAILABLE IN BOOKSTORES ACROSS BRITISH COLUMBIA

CONNECT WITH US ONLINE: GET THE LATEST INFORMATION ABOUT OUR BOOKS, AUTHORS AND EVENTS

www.douglas-mcintyre.com - facebook.com/DMPublishers - 1G: @douglasmcintyre2013 -

Bluesky: @douglasmcintyre.bsky.social

FOR TRADE: All Douglas & McIntyre titles are available from University of Toronto Press Distribution
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A mountain
bilce paradise
with a past

t was coal that brought
early settlers to Cum-
berland, incorporated
in 1898 and growing
to 1,881 people three
years later. Mining
barely paid the bills, the
work was dangerous and the mine own-
ers deeply exploitative. These early years
spawned union activists such the legend-
ary labour organizer, Ginger Goodwin,
and his lesser-known mentor, Joe Naylor,
who lived half his life in Cumberland.
Its gritty days now long behind it,
Cumberland is better known today as a
mountain bike paradise. The evolution is
described in a collection of stories, A Place
Called Cumberland (Figure 1/Cumber-
land Museum $25), edited by Rhonda
Bailey. “The storied old village has been
quietly redefining itself as a laidback,
hipster’s haven and a neighbourly place to

The buildings they are a-changin’

On a warm September weekend in 2006
while visiting Chilliwack where he was born in 1953, Merlin Bunt noticed changes. “Some
historic buildings were boarded up or gone, others were in disrepair, lots were empty, and
long-time businesses had folded,” he says. “I suddenly felt compelled to start taking photos
of older structures and locations before they were gone or permanently changed—to in some

sense preserve them, as well as perhaps start a rudimentary record of old Chilliwack.”

The Paramount Theatre, Chilliwack, 1951, featured a 55’-high,
5,000-pound orange blade sign with neon tube lettering.

TAKING AIM AT
THE HOUSING CRISIS

elements in these poems—sometimes using symbols to replace letters and capitaliza-
tions that appear in the middle of words as in this verse: Bright surface$ concrete
higher and higher / at every turn / the eye is trapped in the $harp angle$ of /
a$$et & profit$$$/ somuch gla$$ turns this city into $moke / and mirror$.

- !'f

K‘ e T

At the 2003 re-opening of Cumberland’s historic Tarbell’s hardware store, which had been re-
purposed for the Riding Fool Hostel, jump piles were trucked in for the town’s mountain bikers.

raise a family,” writes Rod Mickleburgh
in his story about Naylor, who died aged
seventy-four in Cumberland in 1946
after decades of advocating for labour
rights.

Cumberland’s historic “Chinatown,”
is described by Dr. Tom L.Q. Wong, who
grew up there, as “a community loathed
and marginalized by the dominant society
of the time [European settlers],” adding
that it was also, “a place of belonging, ac-

things down on paper to

CHILLIWACK MUSEUM & ARCHIVES PHOTO

orn in Bulgaria and raised in Nigeria, poet Daniela Elza immigrated to Canada
in 1999 and has lived in Vancouver since. After five poetry collections, Elza
published a debut essay collection, Is This an Illness or an Accident? (Caitlin,
2025) that delved into the conflicts of what it means to belong, to work and
to find home. She has extended these reflections to the housing crisis,
greedy profiteers and their devastating impact on Vancouver and other

cities in her sixth poetry book, SCAR/CITY (MQUP $19.95). Elza also plays with writing

9780228023739

Merlin’s efforts continued for many
years and culminated with his book,
Boom Times in Chilliwack: Memories
from the Post-War Years (Harbour L
$38.95). "I had a happy childhood in
Chilliwack ... and I love my home-
town very much,” he writes.

"I wanted to somehow get

create a record of how things
were that will endure long

after I am gone.” 9781998526369

ceptance, and joy” for Chinese families
amongst themselves.

Other stories describe logging the
surrounding old-growth forests, raising
two welcome poles to commemorate the
unceded territory of the K’6moks First
Nation and, of course, the building of
the Cumberland Trail Network—a re-
nowned area covering 200 kilometers
and shared by mountain bikers, hikers
and trail runners.

9781773272511
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JEREMY GRASBY PHOTO

Memoir of an
Island Christmas

rekker extraordi-

- naire, Bill Arnott,

has added another

I title to his Season

memoirs—a series of
travel books that include memo-
ries, sensory excursion and his
patented visual art made from
cell phone photos that he digi-
tally paints. A Festive Season
on Vancouver Island (RMB
$25) has Arnott travelling to
Port Renfrew, Victoria, Duncan,
Ladysmith, Nanaimo, Parksville,
Qualicum Beach, Port McNeill and
more, seeking out the magic of
end-of-year holidays.

Arnott chats to people and
quotes them in his stories, listens
to music on the radio, picks up on
cultural ephemera such as con-
certs, movies, decorations and
food. All the while, he describes
the natural world and landscapes.
He concludes his festive mean-
derings with pensive thoughts on
a ferry ride home to Vancouver.
“With a smile I raise a small glass,
to nothing specific,” he writes.
“A salute to most everything,
and a toast to each one of us

too.” A great idea for
stocking stuffers.
9781771607261

Daniela Elza



Beautiful Unknown Future
Taryn Hubbard

Haunted by the looming shadows of our
compounding crises, these poems refuse false
optimism, instead reflecting with candour
and wit on the precarity we share with the
nonhuman world.

April 14,2026 Growing

My Way Home
Growing My Way Home ‘e

Stories of Resilience and Care % -
Jenn Ashton
Growing My Way Home chronicles one
woman’'s struggle through events all
too common among a People who have

been separated from their culture and
their language.

April 7,2026

TALONBOOKS

SPRING

Sailors Can't Swim

S h - .- = Dominique Scali
Sailors Can't Smim |~ Translated by Jessica Moore

5 Sailors Can’'t Swim is a squall of a novel — a
bildungsroman inside a maritime fairytale
inside a history lesson for an alternate
eighteenth century.

May 20, 2026 . .
White Noise

Trareshued br jowie Hooee ) Taran Kootenhayoo

White Noise asks, “How do we deal with
internalized racism? Do we keep pushing
it away .. or do we make a change?” Taran
Kootenhayoo's answer is both emotionally
intense and outrageously hilarious, a blistering
comedic exploration of what it means to live in

so-called Canada..

April 7,2026

10eld

[EIUSLUNUON V

=8

Edited by Paul Wong By 7IDANsuu James Hart

Co-published with the VVancouver Art Gallery and Curtis Collins
Co-published with the Audain Art Museum

AVAILABLE NOW FROM Figure.1
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Holocaust Hero:
The Life & Times of Rudolf Vrba
by Alan Twigg
(Firefly Books $29.95)

BY JOHN MOORE

hen I was young, I
broke the First
Parental Com-
mandment; I
talked to strang-
ers.

In coffee shops,
on buses and park
benches I discovered the innocuous
city of Vancouver was actually filled
with people whose lives should’ve
been shown in Technicolor at the old
Orpheum Theatre. Many of them came
from European countries crushed by
the weight of too much history, seeking
peace in a place that seemed to have
too little. Rudolf (Rudi) Vrba was one
of them.

I never met him, but Alan Twigg
did. Thus began Twigg’s multi-year
journey of research and writing about
history’s most emotionally challeng-
ing subject. Now known simply as the
Holocaust, the industrially organized
murder of millions of non-combatant
men, women and children by the Nazi
government of Germany is a millions-
strong muster of ghosts that haunts
human history to this day. Victims
were primarily Jews from Germany
and Nazi-occupied countries.

Most of Vrba’s adult life was spent
as a tenured professor teaching phar-
macology at UBC. On casual acquain-
tance, you wouldn’t imagine that as a
Jewish teenager in 1944 he’d escaped
from the Auschwitz-Birkenau death
camp, evaded capture, fought along-
side anti-Nazi partisans in his native
Slovakia, or that he co-authored the
Vrba-Wetzler report — the first account
of the enormous genocide being per-
petrated behind the curtain of “night
and fog” that covered Europe during
World War Two.

In essence, the Vrba-Wetzler report
is the document that tore the scales
from the eyes of Allied governments,
forcing them to acknowledge that
rumours about the fate of “relocated”
Jews were not only true: the reality was
infinitely more horrific than anyone

imagined.
*

VRBA AND ALFRED WETZLER WERE ENSLAVED
workers at Auschwitz when the camp
was being expanded to “process” the
entire Jewish population of Hungary.
Surreptitiously they gathered facts and
figures. Vrba even made maps of the
camp and its “improvements.” Their
report was not a cry from the heart;
it was a statement of fact delivered as
bluntly as the orders of the Nazi state.

Unfortunately, and tragically, while
Allied governments could no longer
deny the Holocaust (because Vrba and
Wetzler’s reportage was so convincing),
some of the Jewish Councils appointed
by the Nazis to streamline the genocide
(by telling Jews to obediently go to the
train stations) chose not to alert their
own people about what Vrba and his

In 1944, Rudi Vrba escaped from
Auschwitz-Birkenau and saved hundreds
of thousands of lives by telling the truth.

escape partner had divulged.

For the rest of his life, Vrba
was not afraid to express his
opinion that many Jews
who survived (and made
it to Israel) did so ;
at the expense
of others. Had
the Vrba-Wetzler
report been widely
circulated as soon as
it was written at the
end of April 1944, he
believed quite possibly
none of the 434,000
Hungarian Jews mur-
dered at Auschwitz be-
tween May 15 to July 9
would have ever boarded the trains.

In a tersely telegraphic style as com-
pelling as the original Vrba-Wetzler
report, Twigg addresses the issue
of complicit Jewish Coun-

cils as well as the post-
‘e war distortions
! " by some histo-

rians of Vrba’s
own personal story.
Wetzler also wrote a
fictionalized account
that pleased authorities
behind the Iron Curtain
where he lived.
; A Wetzler lived most of
. his life in obscurity in
the Czechoslovak So-
cialist Republic. Inevita-
bly he became an ideological hostage

Rudolf Vrba's
partisan medal

13
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Rudolf Vrba’s partisan identification, 1946.
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Rudolf Vrba's
number from
Auschwitz.

THE HOLOCAUST

to Soviet-controlled media whose
publishers, film producers and state
censors convinced him to emphasize
the Communist component of Hitler’s
“imaginary Jewish-Bolshevist Con-
spiracy.” Ignoring contrary evidence
from Nazi files, according to the Soviet
view the Nazis weren’t trying to make
Europe “Jew-free;” they were just trying
to get rid of those pesky Communists.

Despite the controversies, Vrba
never cut ties with his old comrade. He
remained a supportive friend to Wetzler
and a sociable, charming man imbued
with sardonic wit, making him the chief
instigator of any party for the rest of his
life. Given what he lived through, that
in itself is a heroic achievement.

With Holocaust Hero, Twigg may
have invented a new approach to
writing history. Combining bullet list
timelines, narrative and transcriptions
of interviews, he avoids the narco-
leptic prose that often characterizes
conventional history and brings to life
the indomitable spirit of one of those
apparently ordinary men who prove to
be utterly remarkable when you hear
their stories.

This book for the first time reveals
how Vrba and Wetzler actually escaped
from Auschwitz as discovered by Twigg
in the Franklin Delano Roosevelt Presi-
dential Library archives and confirmed
by his long-time wife and former Van-
couver realtor, Robin Vrba, who now
lives in Rhode Island.

Alan Twigg is a well-known journal-
ist who has written twenty other books
on diverse subjects such as Canadian
authors, Cuba, Belize and soccer. In
the same month (this past Septem-
ber) as the first volume of the Vrba
biography appeared, Twigg, founder of
BC BookWorld, received the Order
of BC having already received the Order

of Canada in 2015. 9780228105718

John Moore writes reviews
from Garibaldi Highlands.
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Let it SNOW! Because we'll be inside reading!

MEMOIR

Wilderness Mother
A Memoir of 13 Years Off the Grid
Deanna Barnhardt Kawatski

30th anniversary re-issue of the wilderness classic

of raising a family in the remote wilds of B.C.

“Deanna Kawatski's hope-filled, generous and joyous voice deserves
its resurgence.” — Wayne Johnston, author of A Colony of Unrequited Dreams
978-1-55380-730-8 ¢ 6 x 9 ¢ 240 pp $22.95 « Trade paper ¢ Black & white photos
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HOLOCAUST MEMOIR
They Never Left Me

A Holocaust Memoir of Maternal Courage & Triumph
Evelyn Kahn with Hodie Kahn

The dramatic story of nine-year-old Evelyn’s survival through
the determination and bravery of her mother and grandmother
as they hid in the dense forests of Belarus.

978-1-55380-732-2 ¢ 6 x 9 ¢ 200 pp ¢ $22.95 « Trade paper ¢ Black & white photos
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Journeys to the Nearby
A Gardener Discovers the Gentle Art of Untravelling
Elspeth Bradbury

A great gift for the gardener in your life. Inspired by world travellers,
Elspeth sets out to explore the world that exists in her own back garden.

BC
Best-seller!
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TO THE HEARR
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Nominated:
Bill Duthie Book-
sellers Choice

978-1-55380-724-7 (print) ¢ 978-1-55380-725-4 (e-book) Award

f highly-relatable travel guide. Highly recommended!” — BC BookWorld
‘ ®6x7.50238 pp e $22.95 ¢ Black & white drawings
J

ﬁ www.ronsdalepr

SOCIOLOGY | LAW | RELIGION |

A Different Cloth

Reimagining Faith and Feminism
Dania Suleman
Translated from the French by Nouha Gorani-Homad

Inspired by Quebec’s controversial Bill 21, Dania
offers a fresh view on the debate between religious
freedom and protecting women’s rights.

978-1-55380-734-6 « 5 x 8 « 130 pp » $19.95 « Trade paper
POETRY
A Current Through the Flesh

Richard-Yves Sitoski

A poetry collection that weaves family
history into an abrasive cloth.

“This book is haunted and just as often hilarious,
underscoring the return of what will not leave easily.”
— Tanis MacDonald, author of Mobile: poems

978-1-55380-736-0 ¢ 978-1-55380-735-3 (e-book)
e 6x9e 110 pp » $18.95  Trade paper

Untold Tales
of 0ld British Columbia

Daniel Marshall National
A collection of fascinating stories of the Best-seller!

extraordinary and astonishing in B.C’s history.
“An engaging story teller with a gift for
digging up long-hidden stories.” — BC BookWorld

978-1-55380-704-9 (print) ¢ 978-1-55380-705-6 (e-book)
* 6x9 e 330 pp ¢ $24.95  Black & white photos
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Book of Lives
A Memoir of Sorts
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n its 41st year, the BC
and Yukon Book
Prizes took place
on September 21
beginning at 1
p.m., the first time
the awards were giv-

en out during the afternoon and not at
an evening gala.

The recipient of the Hubert Evans
Non-Fiction Prize, Minelle Mahtani
gave a courageous acceptance speech.
Mahtani won for her title May it Have a
Happy Ending: A Memoir of Finding
My Voice as My Mother Lost Hers
(Doubleday $34.95) about gaining her
“voice” as a new mother and a radio
host, while her mother was literally
losing her voice due to tongue cancer.
“I was not prepared to win as the other
books in this category are so spectacu-
lar,” said Mahtani. Then she veered
into a political plea asking the crowd
of about 150 to “support the petition
requesting journalists be allowed into
Palestine,” adding, “this is my small
way of saying ‘Free Palestine.”

Later, when the Jim Deva Prize for
Writing that Provokes was presented
to Sarah Leavitt for her heart-rend-
ing graphic novel, Something, Not
Nothing: A Story of Grief and Love
(Arsenal $27.95) about life after her
partner Domino’s assisted death in
2020, Leavitt added a touch of humour
during her acceptance speech. “I want
to thank Arsenal Pulp Press and the
BC and Yukon Book Prizes ... and for
including really weird comics.” Leavitt
also thanked her new partner, “who
lets me talk about my dead partner.”

Other winners included Shashi
Bhat in the Ethel Wilson Fiction Prize
category for her collection of short
stories Death by a Thousand Cuts
(M&S $24.95); Leanne Dunic in the
Dorothy Livesay Poetry Prize category
for Wet (Talonbooks $21.95); Terri-
Lynn Williams-Davidson with Robert
Davidson in the Roderick Haig-Brown
Regional Prize category for A Haida
Wedding (Heritage $29.95); Li Char-
maine Anne in the Sheila A. Egoff

Minelle Mahtani, Hubert Evans Non-Fiction Prize winner.

-

the

Shashi Bhat, Ethel Wilson Fict
Prize winner.

BEVERLY CRAMP PHOTO

Sarah Leavitt (/eft), winner of the Jim Deva Prize for

Writing that Provokes, with partner Bren Robbins.

Fred Wah (right), winner of the 2025 Lieutenant

Governor’'s Award for Literary Excellence, with his
long-time publisher, Kevin Williams of Talonbooks.

An afternoon

AFFAIR

Humour, politics and the act of
writing were highlighted during
acceptance speeches at

BEVERLY CRAMP PHOTO

BC and Yukon Book Prizes.

Children’s Literature Prize category
for Crash Landing (Annick $18.99);
Julie Morstad in the Christie Harris
Mlustrated Children’s Literature Prize
category for A Face is A Poem (Tun-
dra $24.99); and Dana Claxton and
Dr. Curtis Collins for Curve! Women
Carvers on the Northwest Coast
(Figure 1 $45).

Fred Wah was the recipient of
the Lieutenant Governor’s Award for
Literary Excellence. Established in
2003, the award is for writers who
have produced a substantial body of
work throughout their career. “When
I started to write I thought you just sat
down and wrote,” said Wah. All that
changed when he began to meet with
other writers. “Writing is a community
activity. The BC and Yukon Book Prizes
fosters that community.”

“I love this province. I've grown up
in it and it has given me everything I
have.”
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Victoria
Book Prizes

he nominee and winner

I of many previous prizes,
Barbara Black took this
year’s City of Victoria Book Prize
for Little Fortified Stories
(Caitlin $23), her collection of
fictional stories variously de-
scribed as sur-
real, dream-
like, weird and
full of wonder.

The City of
Victoria’s Chil-
dren’s Book
Prize went to
Uma Krish-
naswami for
her middle-reader book, Birds
on the Brain (Anansi $16.99),
illustrated by Julianna Swaney,
about the power of grassroots
activism and how kids can make
a difference, set in India.

The winner of the inaugural DC
Reid Poetry Prize was Melanie
Siebert for Signal Infinities
(M&S $22.95). Described as a
documentary poem, Siebert’s
second poetry book interrogates
colonialism and environmental
loss and is influenced by her
therapy practice. Siebert has
also been a finalist for the Gov-
ernor General’s Literary Award
for Poetry.

Whistler
Independent
Book Awards

wo winners of the Whistler
I Independent Book Awards
are BC authors. The non-
fiction prize went to Indigenous
academic and UBC lecturer,
Carolyn Roberts for Re-Sto-
rying Education: Decolonizing
Your Practice Using a Critical
Lens (Page Two $34.95). From
the judges: “I hear more about
the need for
reconciliation
than how to do
it. This book
helps fill that
gap. It's a ter-
rific, approach-
able text that
has a lot to of-
- fer people in
the field of education.”

The children’s winner was
Trevor Atkins of Coquitlam
for The Day the Pirates Went
Mad (Silverpath $14.95). From
the judges: “Arrr, ye did a grand
job on yer book! (Said using my
best pirate voice.) ... this is a
great story for anyone picking
it up—middle-grade readers,
adults, whoever. Atkins’ tale is an
excellent read and a fun nautical
adventure.”

The fiction winner was
Jerome J. Bourgault of Toronto
for Day of Epiphany (Friesen-
Press $26.99).

Established in 2016, the
Whistler Independent Book
Awards provide Canadian self-
published authors with a unique
opportunity to have their work
recognized through an indepen-
dent juried process.

Barbara Black

Carolyn Roberts



Avatlable througlh your local bookstore!
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CLOUDY with a
RISK of CHILDREN

Straight Talk from the Pediatric ER
J. Edward Les, MD, DVM

Here's a warm and deeply
relatable look at parenting from a
pediatrician who’s been on both
sides of the ER curtain. As an ER
doctor and father of four, he brings
clinical insight and lived experience
to the chaos, comedy, and care
of raising kids. He covers a wide
range of topics from fevers, colic
and antibiotics to deeper issues
that are not always black or white.
A must-have read for all parents.
9781069635303 $24.95

BC history series...

The Wolves of
NOOTKA Book 1

The Rising of the Wolves
9781989401569 $26.95
John Kimantas

In the late 18th century, four powerful
figures—Vancouver, Colnett, Bodega
y Quadra, and Maquinna—clashed
and collaborated at Nootka Sound,
shaping Pacific Northwest history. Their
true adventures unfold amid global
revolutions, joined by the long-silenced
She-Wolf Hestoquatto. These are the
Wolves of Nootka: bold, brilliant, and
fiercely unpredictable explorers. This
three book series is due Spring 2026.

Great Friends Rock
How to Find Them - and Keep Them
Ernie Zelinski

From the bestselling author of
How to Retire Happy Wild and
Free ... Zelinski’s latest is a vibrant,
image-rich celebration of the many
facets of friendship. With colorful
visuals, text and uplifting quotes,
this hefty little book is a perfect gift
for anyone. Great Friends Rock is a
reminder that friendship is much
more than just hanging out and
being accommodating of others —
it’s about the joy of friendship and
community. 9781927452127 $21.95

Back in Print!

IE Instead
ol a Person

If Instead

of a Person
A Poem by Courtney Defriend
"If instead of a person
| were a tree,
how would | live differently?"

Beautifully illustrated by Terra
Mar, this book explores the
wisdom to be learned from living
as a tree. Using rhyming verse,
Defriend thoughtfully ponders
a tree's steadfast connection
and vital contribution to life on
earth while powerful illustrations
invite young readers to become
change agents who respect the
interconnectedness of nature and
humanity. 9780995012769 $14.00
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Wild Harvest BC
A Forager’s Guide to Edible
Plants of British Columbia
Linda Gabris
9781777876425 $24.95

British Columbia
Lullaby

P.L. McCarron
9780991946389 $14.95

BC Bestsellers!

VANCOUVER ISLAND
The Art of the Landscape
Dave Hutchison & Kelly Hutchison
9781738378609 549.95

WHITEWATER COOKS
the food we love

BRITISH
COLUMBIA

MAF BOOK

British Columbia
MAP BOOK

GM Johnson Maps
9781774492895 $21.95

18I SR A
BHRTTIGH COVUME ]
[R5

BEST OoF BC
ROAD TRIPS

20 Epic Adventures in
British Columbia & Beyond

Sam Burkhart, ed
9781777876449 $24.95

Shelley Adams and Conner Adams
9780981142456 $38.95

Sandhill Book Marketing Ltd e Distribution for Small Press & Independent Publishers
Unit #4 - 3308 Appaloosa Road, Kelowna, BC V1V 2W5
www.sandhillbooks.com

Email: info@sandhillbooks.com
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EMOIR ..

We Survived the Night:
An Indigenous Reckoning

by Julian Brave Noise(at
(Random House Canada $39)

BY ODETTE AUGER

ithin pages of Tsec-
winucw-kuc, We
Survived the
Night, the ge-
nius of the struc-

ture is clear. Just
as Julian Brave
NoiseCat (St’at’imc,
Secwépemc) moves deftly from jour-
nalism to directing (award-winning
documentary, Sugarcane), his book
writing takes a circular, but steady
path through oral history, father-son
relationships, trickster tales, environ-
mental reporting and love.

The opening scene digs deep, quick-
ly. We’re brought to his father being
abandoned in a residential school’s
incinerator. It’s NoiseCat’s choice of
words that jarringly brings us into this
moment as a watchman’s flashlight
casts “rays of light onto rubbish and
soot,” inside a garbage burner.

“Within was a newborn,” continues
NoiseCat. “The authorities called him
‘Baby X.” And he was my father.”

Babies in the incinerator is a famil-
iar story to Indigenous people across
the country. I grew up somehow know-
ing this happened more than once, in
more than one place—despite being
sheltered from even knowing my mom
went to an Indian Residential School
(IRS) until I was an adult.

Sliding like Sek’lep, the shifting Coy-
ote, the story brings us to learning that
NoiseCat’s father is Ed Archie Noise-
Cat, a renowned Secwépemc artist.
Readers learn about Julian Noisecat’s
talented father, whom Julian describes
as a “combination of character, com-
edy and tragedy... He draws the eye
and fills up a room.” He also describes
being raised by his Harvard-educated
Jewish/Irish mom who, NoiseCat ex-
plains, has been his editor since day
one and is “intellectually, emotionally,
and socially brilliant.” Readers are
taken on a journey into the Indigenous
art world, community and NoiseCat
family. His auntie is Martina Pierre
(Lil'wat) who wrote the “Women’s War-
rior Song,” gifted from a spider during
a ceremony, to honour missing and
murdered Indigenous women.

Julian NoiseCat brings fresh Coyote
storytelling and shares lineages while
simultaneously myth-busting (about
topics such as Indigenous casino
wealth, free education and that Indig-
enous people don’t pay taxes).

Marketed as genre-defying, Noise-
Cat weaves memoir, traditional stories
and reportage into an unconventional
whole. I found myself reading it one
chapter at a time, often setting it down
to absorb what I'd just read. It wasn’t
a difficult read so much as the shifts
in form and tone moved me from my
norm of reading cover to cover in a
linear fashion. That’s the power of de-
sign: each section stands on its own,
inviting—even demanding—reflection
before moving on. The effect is less a
single narrative journey than a series
of deep encounters, cumulative rather
than continuous.

At times, NoiseCat’s hybrid form
creates shifts in voice. There are mo-

We Survived The Night is a hybrid
memoir that takes us on a path of oral
history, father-son relationships,
trickster tales, environmental
reporting and love.

Il Il I I D D I EE e

ments where NoiseCat is writing from
a mixed lens, for example, referring
to “ancestral tongues ... fast slipping
from the Land of the Living to that
of the dead ... Salish languages are
what linguists call agglutinative,” then
circling back to the teaching when we
“tell these stories ...the Coyote truths
they hold come back. Because death
is not permanent—at least not this
kind of death. No, this cultural and
linguistic death is, as the trickster told
us, like sleep.” Our ancestors speak
the languages, “and they could bring it
all back, if only we could reach them.”

In the “Exodus” chapter, there’s a
biblical comparison of the Israelites’
forty years of wandering to the Ouje-
Bougoumou Cree’s seventy years of
waiting for land claim settlements.
Yet, I find linking the biblical
Moses leading his people out
of Egypt to Chief Abel Bosum
leading his people to a new
home after they had been
cast out of their own land is
oddly out of step. The Bible
story is an example of people
lacking faith and engaging
in rebellious disobedience,
leading to a generation-long
punishment from their God.
The Ouje-Bougoumou Cree
story is one of injustice
against people who have
been displaced by industrial
activity.

In the same chapter, a line that
imagines the author’s great-grand-
mother as “a lot like” one of the Cree
women profiled momentarily, blurs
the boundary between witness and
participant. These brief, sudden jogs
show both the reach and the risk of
NoiseCat’s genre-defying approach.
It’s a structure that invites empathy
and connection, even as it sometimes
unsettles the narrative.

The first chapter is titled “In the
Beginning” (the first three words of the
Bible), although NoiseCat lets readers

know, “I don’t go to church.” These
touches have the effect of underscor-
ing NoiseCat’s calling out of churches
working with the state to advance the
imperialist, capitalist goals of extrac-
tion and which impact land, waters
and people—dismantling communities,
families, lives.

NoiseCat holds space for love, grief
and renewal in equal measure. “At the
end of each Coyote Story, the Coyote
People have always understood that
Coyote may die, disappear, or turn to
stone, but he was never truly gone,”
writes NoiseCat. “He is our ancestor.
He will always be part of us. We will
always be part of him. And in the
end—some say any day now—he will
come back.”

Rhythm unites the structure and
Julian NoiseCat’s faceted style is ex-
ecuted with a steady pace and strong
vision. As he is a champion powwow
dancer, the comparison comes to mind
of different dances having specific and
unique footsteps, but which all move
in time to the drum’s rhythm.

That beat is the spine supporting
the varied chapters of NoiseCat’s We

Survived the Night. 9781039001336

Odette Auger, award-winning
Jjournalist and storyteller,
is Sagamok Anishnawbek
through her mother and lives
as a guest in toq gaymix”
(Klahoose), faamen gaymix”
(Tla’amin), Pop gaymix™
(Homalco) territories.

4 Julian NoiseCat

tof
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Tim Fuchs told his parents of his intent to desert the US
Army. They did not take the news well. Tim and DD in
their rental house on Inverness in Vancouver, 1974.

Asia.”

.:I-J i

ISTORY

Oliver Clarke, 1975. His
older brother, an elite
military commander,
told Oliver the US had
“no business trying to
conduct a land war in

REVIEW
|

In the 1970s, Manny Meyer joined the Redheart Theatre and the
Manfrog Circus travelling to summer fairs on Vancouver Island,
Texada and the Sunshine Coast, presenting a family-friendly satire.

Valerie Straw and Greg giving their baby Lisa a bath in the makeshift shed where
they were living in Mitchell Bay. “We had a feeling of being rats leaving a sinking
ship,” was how Valerie described her and Greg’s reason to leave the US.

Pan and Steph Nathan, 1972: “We sure hoped the
isolated places where we would live in Canada were
safe. We expected we could live a good life without
constant fear.”

Marvin Boyd in the 1980s in Swan Bay, a
remote location in South Moresby, now
part of the National Park.

| Ain’t Marching Anymore

Joline Martin’s homage to the
thousands of Americans who came to
Canada to escape military service in
Vietnam in the 1960s and early 70s.

War Resisters:
Standing Against the Vietnam War
by Joline Martin
(Caitlin Press $26)

BY TOM HAWTHORN

hey came from farms
and college towns,
from striving blue-
collar families and
comfortable bour-
geois backgrounds,
from Iowa and Min-

nesota and California.

And they seem mostly to have come
in Volkswagen “Bugs.”

For about eight years starting in
the mid-1960s, tens of thousands
of young American men and women
crossed the border to begin new lives
in Canada. Some were draft evaders,
some deserters, some simply fleeing
“Dodge” because they knew trouble
was brewing at home. They were war
resisters, opposed to the American
conflict overseas with Vietnam and
certain they did not want to kill or be
killed in an immoral war.

“One thing that really affected me
as a teenager of draftable age was the
mainstream media’s coverage of the
war,” recalled Oliver Clarke. “They had
reporters in the trenches with Ameri-
can soldiers. We could see the effects
on the soldiers first-hand. While one
of the NBC reporters was waiting in a
trench, a soldier who had been shoot-
ing at the enemy jumped back into the
trench. The reporter asked, ‘Soldier, do
you know why you are here?’ and the
soldiers answered, ‘I have no idea.”

Manny Meyer, an aspiring musi-
cian whose father had a career in the

military, could not see the point of the
war. “We were going halfway around
the world to kill the Vietnamese,” he
said. “They were just people, and we
did not even know them.”

Fleeing north often came after
desperate bids to avoid compulsory
military service. “They claimed medi-
cal issues, homosexuality, psychiatric
conditions, allegiance to radical groups
or intentionally flunked the aptitude
tests,” Joline Martin writes in War
Resisters.

Having graduated in 1964, Meyer
faced the draft. He claimed to have
asthma, mistakenly thinking the con-
dition made him ineligible. Instead, he
was given 1-A status and cleared for
military service. Before being sent to
what he was certain would be a hell-
ish assignment, Meyer and a buddy lit
out for the West Coast to find paradise.
He’d already had adventures in life,
including becoming a pilot and learn-
ing banjo from a musician who would
years later compose “Dueling Banjos,”
the theme music for the 1972 movie,
Deliverance. In California, Meyer’s
neighbour was spiritual leader Baba
Ram Dass, a former mental health pro-
fessional formerly known as Richard
Alpert. The novelist Ken Kesey, who
wrote One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest
before leading a band of “Merry Prank-

sters” around the US, lived down the
block and Stewart Brand of the Whole
Earth Catalogue, which would serve as
a combination Bible and how-to manu-
al for long-haired back-to-the-landers,
including draft evaders in Canada, was
in the neighbourhood.

To protest the war, Meyer flew a
small plane over the Bay Area from
which antiwar leaflets were dropped.
Figuring he was going to be drafted, he
tried to enlist in the Air Force Reserve
as a way of avoiding active duty in the
war zone. Instead, his asthma claim
was accepted. His status went from
1-A to 4-F (meaning unfit for military
service).

A friend of a friend who brought a
delicious bag of apples from Denman
Island convinced Meyer and his wife
to head to British Columbia, where he
joined a traveling hippie circus.

Meyer is one of a dozen resisters
who wound up on Vancouver Island
and who were interviewed and profiled
by Joline Martin. Many arrived here
broke and desperate, relying on a loose
network created by the earliest arrivals
and Canadian sympathizers. The folks
portrayed in the book survived, grateful
for Canada as a refuge from madness,
and several continue to contribute to
their adopted communities.

Among the fascinating characters
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profiled is Marvin Boyd, a fugitive from
the US military, the American legal
system and, most worrying of all, a
bail bondsman with Mafia associations.
Boyd came to BC after being inspired
to travel here by a textbook about the
flora and fauna of what is now known
as Haida Gwaii. He wound up getting
a government job before losing it when
the government realized he was not a
citizen. Eventually, Boyd found success
operating a small airline.

Alternating chapters of War Re-
sisters offer potted histories of the
times, though these summaries are
too perfunctory to offer much insight.
An exception is a chapter on Canada’s
changing immigration rules during the
period, which helps explain why some
of the newcomers sought to disappear
into the Canadian wilderness like out-
laws, off the grid and, hopefully, away
from the attention of authorities.

U.S. president Jimmy Carter’s am-
nesty in 1977 allowed many of these
war resisters to return to American
hometowns and families some feared
they might never see again.

From the Kootenays to the Gulf
Islands, from Vancouver’s Kitsilano
neighbourhood to far-flung resource
towns, these 20th century war resisters
followed earlier generations of arriv-
als in building new lives. They came
seeking refuge from a turbulent world,
having made a difficult decision with
legal, as well as moral, consequences.

9781773861685

Tom Hawthorn’s anecdotal history
of professional baseball in Vancou-
ver, Play Balll, was published by
Echo Storytelling earlier this year.



Letter o ownr
readers &

the BC book

Times are tough in the world: tariffs, rising rents and grocery costs,
unemployment, climate change and the erosion of democracy.
We get it.

In our own literary ecosystem of people who love books, the BC
book community valiantly struggles on despite stagnant government
support and declining outlets to publicize BC’s great books.

As more media outlets proclaim they will no longer cover books or
will rely on Al to do the coverage, we guarantee that BC BookWorld
will fill that void by continuing to use human reviewers. In addition
to book reviews and excerpts, we have increased our coverage to
include more Q&As to let authors speak directly to readers.

As we enter our 39th year, we will continue to champion

BC’s literary culture to our 100,000 readers via distribution to
BC Ferries, bookstores, libraries, subscribers, funders, media
and Canada’s literary movers and shakers.

A vibrant literary culture needs to be heard and seen. Join with us
in holding the line. Be a subscriber (or buy a friend a subscription),
advertise your books and events, carry BC BookWorld in your
store, and if you previously advertised, please rejoin.

We’re all in this together!

Beverly Cramp, publisher/editor B C

David Lester, editorial design

BOOKWORLD

CONTACT: bookworld@telus.net e FACEBOOK: @BCBOOKLOOK
BC BOOKLOOK: bcbooklook.com e ABC BOOKWORLD: abcbookworld.com
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Joe Barrett
on the plight of
Temporary Foreign
Workers, solidarity
from the heart
and his passion
for social justice.

A Fight for Justice:

The Compelling Story of Temporary
Foreign Workers & Human Rights
by Joe Barrett
(Ronsdale Press $26.95)

BC BOOKWORLD: Your book is spe-
cifically about foreign workers in BC
in 2006, but what makes it relevant
internationally?

JOE BARRETT: All migrant work-
ers are vulnerable. Many don’t speak
English or French and many come from
countries where labour rights are non-
existent. While in Canada their work
permits are tied to a single employer.
If they are being abused, they can’t
quit and take up a job with another
employer. It’s like indentureship. If
they are fired or quit, they can legally
stay in Canada until their visa expires,
but without a work permit there’s no
income. They have a choice to leave
the country or find work in the under-
ground economy.

The Canada Line workers’ case es-
tablished a global legal precedent. The
BC Human Rights Tribunal (BCHRT)
determined that the Latin American
workers labouring on the Canada Line
tunnel boring machine had the same
skills as their European (Spanish,
Italian, Portuguese) co-workers, yet
the Europeans were earning twice as
much and were provided luxury apart-
ments compared to the motel housing
provided to the Latin Americans. The
Europeans’ meal and living allow-
ances were more generous than the
Latin Americans’. The discrimination
criteria for human rights goes beyond

s the world goes backwards in terms of

progress in the areas of climate change,

equality, democracy, health, truth and

workers’ rights, we have a bold reminder
in Joe Barrett’s A Fight for Justice that positive
victories can be achieved — but it takes courage.

Barrett follows the true story of the foreign workers brought to
Vancouver in 2006 to build the Canada Line SkyTrain. Though
set in Vancouver, it is really an international story of exploitation
that we've seen played out across the globe, such as in Qatar
during the FIFA World Cup in 2022.

What makes this book required reading for all activists and
lovers of David and Goliath stories is the unusual bonding of
unions and migrant workers acting collectively for justice. Bar-
rett’s narrative follows a growing body of historical writing known
as “history from below.” BC BookWorld spoke with Victoria-based
Joe Barrett about his book.
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skin colour or ethnicity; it also includes
discrimination based on country of ori-
gin. The BCHRT decision said workers
of equal skills coming from poor coun-
tries must be paid and treated equally
to those coming from rich countries.

Internationally the decision changed
the way global tunneling companies
practice their business. The BCHRT
set a global standard. Tunnel boring
companies worldwide now treat all
workers equally, irrespective of their
country of origin.

BCBW: What inspired or deeply
moved you most in the process of
knowing the workers during their
fight for justice?

JB: The Latin American workers’ hu-
mility, dignity and courage continue
to move and inspire me to support
all migrant workers in all industries.
The Canada Line tunnel workers were
young, most in their mid-20s, and most
were married with young children.
They sacrificed by being far away from
their families to earn wages in Canada.
They had the added burden of being
unable to speak the language and
were unfamiliar with our customs and
culture. To defend their labour rights
and dignity these workers risked their
jobs, retaliation from their employer
and their future careers.

They trusted Canadian union or-
ganizers and the Canadian legal pro-
cesses from the start. In their home
countries none had appeared before a
formal legal tribunal as a witness in a
legal case. It was another scary expe-
rience. They were supported by their
families in Latin America with short
telephone calls. The strength of their
family and community bonds played
a huge role in sustaining their will
to carry on their fight for justice. The
workers’ background was important.
They came from a rural agricultural
region in central Costa Rica. Almost
all of them started working when they
were less than 10 years old, picking
coffee or working on sugar cane planta-
tions. After that, many had worked in
clothing factory maquiladoras before
finding work operating tunnel boring
equipment on a water diversion project
in Costa Rica.



“Canadian union leaders’ and represen-
tatives’ solidarity came from the heart.
It's hard not to try and help vulnerable
workers when you see them being abused
for asking for basic rights.” — JOE BARRETT

BCBW: What was the most remark-
able aspect of the story of these
workers?

JB: Their story has inspired me to get
involved with the broader issue of mi-
grant workers in Canada and around
the world.

Since the Canada Line workers
plight in 2006-2008, our country’s
reliance on migrant workers has more
than doubled. Statistics Canada tells
us there were fewer than 111,000
temporary foreign workers in 2000
and just 90,000 under the Interna-
tional Mobility Program (IMP) — about
200,000 in total. In 2020 there were
117,000 temporary foreign workers
and 407,000 IMPs, a total of 514,000.
Today, that number is even higher.

Our society has a declining birth
rate and a rapidly aging population.
Canadian employers will increasingly
rely on migrant workers. Whatever
the industry — domestic/homecare,
seasonal agricultural workers, service
workers in fast food or hospitality in-
dustries, truck drivers and construc-
tion — these workers share the same
vulnerabilities.

Ruthless labour brokers in their
home countries and in Canada some-
times charge illegal placement fees.
Once in Canada, subcontractors pop
up then disappear, often leaving their
migrant worker employees with unpaid
wages or overtime issues.

The Employment Standards Act
excludes agricultural workers from
basic minimums afforded to most other
workers (lower minimum wages and
fewer overtime provisions). There is
little or no oversight by the mandated
authorities. Complaints to the BC Em-
ployment Standards Branch (ESB) can
go unanswered for over a year. The ESB
is known to try and resolve non-com-
pliance by asking the victims of wage
theft to accept a settlement. The settle-
ment offers the victims
half their stolen wages.
Until BC and other
provinces change
their complaint-driv-
en culture, these
abuses won’t end.
What’s needed are |
teams of ESB of- *
ficers who conduct
unannounced spot
checks to monitor
compliance.

BCBW: Describe the bond between
the foreign workers and organized
labour.

JB: Canadian unions have been on the
front lines defending migrant workers.
For example, for many years dedicated
union activists from the United Food
and Commercial Workers (UFCW) have
stood by seasonal agricultural workers
in their fight for justice. Construction
unions as well.

All of the BC building trades unions
were involved in defending the rights of
the Canada Line workers but none as
much as the Labourers’ International
Union of North America (LiUNA). LIUNA
provided free legal services at the BC
Labour Relations Board (BCLRB) and
never charged workers union dues. Li-
UNA made a commitment not to charge
union dues until workers achieved a
freely negotiated collective agreement.

Canadian union leaders’ and rep-
resentatives’ solidarity came from
the heart. It’s hard not to try and
help vulnerable workers when you
see them being abused for asking for
basic rights. Canadian union activists
live by the principle that an injury to
one is an injury to all. It’s more than
a slogan. It’s achieved by bringing the
abuses to light.

Rank and file union members have
seen the exploitation of migrant work-
ers with their own eyes. Canadian
union activists know if we don’t stand
up to these abuses of migrant workers
today, tomorrow it will be us facing
the ruthlessness of some employers. A
union’s strength is their unity; mem-
bers have learned these lessons from
their own experience.

BCBW: Your book demonstrates a
passion for social justice. How did
you come by that?
JB: Social justice was a part of my
upbringing. Not only from my father,
Dave Barrett (premier of BC, 1972-75),
who led a passionate life in politics,
but also from my grandparents
and their working-class activ-
ism and from my teachers,
friends and work colleagues.
At an early age I was taught
to get active and engage in
' social justice. I continue to
be a member of the BC Em-
ployment Standards Coali-
tion and have been involved
§ in non-profits and community
organizations to fight for social
justice.
I keep aware of world and
national events by fol-
lowing the news and
investigating news
sources. Then re-
sponding by doing
what I can to sup-
port equality for
all workers and
people suffering
under systems
of oppression.
9781553807391

Joe Barrett
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Mega Pipelines.
Mega Resistance.

“As shifting global dynamics invite new
pipeline proposals and revive others, this timely
book is both hopeful and cautionary.”

- SARAH COX, author of Signs of Life and Breaching the Peace
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Talking Reform
Making and
Unmaking a Life in
Canada’s Prisons
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DANY LACOMBE
WITH MAC MCKINNEY

CANADA'S PRISONS
oy

“This is a daring, experimental, extraordinary project.
Lacombe and Mac engage in intimate conversations about
truth, justice, freedom, disciplinary power, and the politics
of biography. Lacombe unflinchingly attends to the
complexities and brutality of Mac’s life. A must-read.”
-Denielle Elliott, co-editor of Naked Fieldnotes: A Rough
Guide to Ethnographic Writing

McGill-Queen’s University Press
mqup.ca | @McGillQueensUP
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Leading from the Heart:
The Battles of a Feminist,
Union Leader and Politician
by Judy Darcy (D&M $40)

BY SONJA PINTO

ot many can reflect
on a career as dis-
tinguished and
eventful as Judy
Darcy’s. A pas-
sionate unionist,
feminist and ac-
tivist, Darcy’s mem-
oir details the raucous and demanding
highlights of her extensive career in the
public eye.

Darcy is a natural-born leader
whose oratory gifts were discovered as
early as grade one when her teachers
began assigning her “an official role
at the weekly assemblies” where she
was asked to “read the Lord’s Prayer,
recite the salute to the flag (the Union
Jack) or lead the singing of ‘God Save
the Queen,” roles that the young
Darcy “performed with gusto.” These
formative moments set the stage for “a
lifetime of public speaking—of learning
to use words, tone of voice, and stories
to communicate ideas, evoke emotions,
inspire people to action.”

Darcy, who spent the majority of her
childhood in Sarnia, Ontario’s “Chemi-
cal Valley,” is shaped by the secrets of
her family’s history. Her father kept
his Jewish identity a secret for most of
her life, scarred by the trauma of the
Holocaust. Her mother was once part
of the Danish Resistance during World
War Two, but later developed mental
health and addiction struggles that led
her to suicide. It is her mother’s tragic
passing that later fuelled Darcy’s mis-
sion to end overdose deaths during her
time as the NDP’s Minister of Mental
Health and Addictions.

As a college student, she found her
place in the growing feminist move-
ment: “It is a time when more doors
are opening for women—but also when
traditional notions of beauty still reign
supreme.” Her tight-knit feminist com-
munity leveraged this social currency
to crash a beauty pageant for exploiting
women as Darcy recounts in an anec-
dote where she goes undercover to be
a Miss Canadian University contestant.

Never one to shy away from chal-
lenge or controversy, Darcy’s activ-
ism leads her to fight for causes like
women’s rights, labour rights, access
to safe birth control and abortions and
immigrant and migrant workers rights.

This activism doesn’t come without
harsh criticism. Opponents call her
a radical, a communist and a “gape-
mouthed, bull-horn blowing” union
boss. Though her actions are perceived
as extreme—and even subversive—
Darcy recalls that “most of what we
actually did was feed people.”

Darcy first becomes involved with
Canadian Union of Public Employees
as a photocopier technician at a Uni-
versity of Toronto library. Here, she
and her colleagues develop frequent
headaches resulting from the blue
light emanating from the photocopiers.
With the help of her union rep, Darcy
convinces the supervisor to supply staff
with sunglasses, a simple but effective
solution to prevent the headaches. This

REVIEW

HEAR ME

ROAR

From crashing a sexist beauty
contest, to leadership of CUPE and
finally as an NDP cabinet minister,

Judy Darcy has left her mark.

proves to be Darcy’s first union win:
“So began my lifelong passionate affair
with my union,” writes Darcy.

She becomes more and more in-
volved with CUPE, speaking at confer-
ences and events to advance labour
rights with a focus on women’s issues.
Once, as one of the few women at-
tending a high-level conference, she
faced difficulty accessing childcare and
turned the obstacle into an opportunity
to advocate for free childcare at union
events.

Learning how to balance being a
spokesperson for her workplace with
her own visions and opinions on the
future, Darcy learns many
hard lessons along the
way. After it gets out
that she is a com-
munist whilst at a
CUPE conference,
Darcy goes from
getting a “standing
ovation one day to
being booed off the
floor the next!”

Indeed, the union
isn’t free of its own
prejudices. Misogyny
is common among the
membership.

Darcy reveals some of the cutting
comments she had to withstand as she
navigated union leadership positions,
such as being told that “real union
leaders don'’t cry.”

Despite every hurdle, Darcy built a
reputation as a competent, passionate
and influential speaker. By the age of
39, she says: “I am now a national of-
ficer of Canada’s largest union—only
the second woman in the country to
ever serve in such a role.”

Darcy excelled at both the pragmatic
and the emotive parts of her leadership
positions. For instance, recognizing
the need to convince her membership

of the importance of paying dues

e on time, she used her voice to
\;—%\ communicate the problem
R \_\ \ simply but persuasively:

)1 \‘ “Finances pump blood
. into our beating heart—
' the healthier the blood
and the steadier the
rhythm, the stronger our
union will be.”

In tough times when
CUPE locals were strik-
ing, Darcy marched with

her brothers and sisters: “.
leaders have to lead from
the front,” she writes.
“That’s the only way

“I
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to keep members’ trust, reduce risk
and achieve the best possible out-
come.”

After many years in CUPE leader-
ship, Darcy eventually entered the
world of politics, becoming a BC NDP
MLA to continue pushing for change.
“Together we went to bat for hundreds
of people,” says Darcy. With the help
of her team, she moved the needle on
Medicare. “I believed with every fibre
of my being that Medicare was a sa-
cred trust,” she says, adding “that we
couldn’t go back to a system where they
checked your purse before your pulse.”

Defending public health invigorates
Darcy: “It infuriates me that many
politicians on the right don’t believe
Medicare should provide coverage for
us as whole human beings: our minds,
our teeth, our bodies as we age.”

It is partly this advocacy for public
health that led her to be appointed BC’s
first Minister of Mental Health and Ad-
dictions in 2017, an extremely challeng-
ing role that tested her mentally and
physically. Darcy and her team rolled
out overdose prevention campaigns
and visited safe consumption sites and
treatment centres like the Indigenous-
led Ts’ewulhtun Health Centre.

This work hit an emotional chord for
Darcy. “I understood that my mother’s
death gave me the power to feel what
families in BC were feeling, to hear
what they were saying,” she writes.
“And to move from pain to action.”

Perhaps the most moving parts of
Leading from the Heart come from
Darcy’s ability to reflect on her mis-
takes and regrets she has about her
career. She reflects thoughtfully on
ways she could have improved and
better served the community, showing
striking vulnerability, conscience and
integrity.

To read Leading from the Heart is to
understand the ambition and persever-
ance that fuelled Darcy’s success as
a speaker and a leader. As a writer,
she channels these same strengths
in creating this absolutely captivating

memoir. 9781771624534

Sonja Pinto is a writer, photographer,
and printmaker. They reside on
the unceded territories of the
lokwa non peoples (Victoria, BC).

believed with every

fibre of my being
that Medicare was

a sacred trust, that
we couldn’t go back

to a system where
they checked your
purse before

your pulse.”

— JUDY DARCY



GERALD RICHARISON BROWN

Across the Atlantic

The Rebel’s Wife: Seeking Justice in

Canada’s Past

Gerald Richardson Brown

Historical Fiction 978-1-989467-79-4

In 1838 a brave woman fights to save her husband
from the noose and raises funds to take her petition
for his and other rebel’s freedom to the Queen.

At Last Together: In Montreal’s

Golden Square Mile — 1892 The Amsterdam’s
Boissevain Family Letters — Part 2

Jan Krijff & Karen Green

Historical Biography / Letters 978-1-989467-78-7
Love letters and more cross the Atlantic while Karel
has to find a job and a house so they can plan their
wedding before the family sets sail to New York and
then Montreal.

Invite the author to your school!

Sammy Squirrel & Rodney Raccoon

Far from Stanley Park

Duane Lawrence | Illustrated by Gordon Clover
Children’s Picture Book 978-1-989467-40-4

Two lovable animals sail in a small boat to Japan,
where helping other park animals takes centre stage.
A BC classic rewritten and produced in colour for
younger readers!

GRANVILLE ISLAND
PUBLISHING

It’s easier than ever to
find Canadian publishers

Love “Buy Canada”? Look for the Certified
Canadian Publisher seal and choose books that

directly support Canadian authors, culture, and
local economies.

certifiedcanadianpublisher.ca

Granville Island
Publishing is now
exclusively distributed
by Login in Canada

Fiction from Port Alberni to Bamfield

The Atoner of Alberni

Edward Cepka

Literary Fiction | Historical Fiction
978-1-989467-77-0

Larry uses his psychic powers to revive the
life of Henry Cox, his grandfather, in the
Alberni Valley. Are these powers the reason
he is confronting his family’s dubious
ecological and moral legacy incarcerated in
a padded cell?

Bamfield Posh

Louis Druehl

Literary Fiction | Historical Fiction
978-1-989467-69-5

Molly leaves England’s stifling class system
to be a fisher’s wife in Bamfield. The war
bride is ready to start fresh, but will her life
surrounded by sailors, displaced persons
and hippies fulfill her dream of a better life?

Check out our latest catalogue at

www.granvilleislandpublishing.com

MADE POSSIBLE WITH THE SUPPORT OF

LOGIN ¥

Bamfield Posh

The Hidden Zoo Inside You
An illustrated Guide to Pesky
Organisms and Pandemics
Handwritten and drawn by
Allen Jones MD

Health / Zoology / Diseases
978-1-989467-66-4 soft cover
978-1-989467-67-1 hard cover
978-1-989467-67-1 e-book

' ¥

DR AULEN JONES WD)

Available now from bookstores, Indigo and Amazon
More info at stonehewerbooks.com
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Order these backlist titles for BC school libraries!

ONTARIO | ONTARIO
\l CREATES | CREATIF

Proudly Canadian
Distribution Services
In-House Print on Demand

Ib.ca | loginpod.ca

‘ Sarnmy Squirrel & Redney Raccoen
Far From Stanley Park

Luminous

An artist’s story as a

guide to radical creativity
Linda Dayan Frimer

Art/ Art History / Art Exercises /
Biography

978-1-989467-22-0 soft cover
978-1-989467-21-3 hard cover
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A deep-dive memoir of the P

remarkable rise of John Horgan. ff
fter leading the province for five years and resigning in 2022, f 'f

John Horgan, BC’s 36th premier, passed away in 2024. e "

Few provincial leaders in living memory earned the level of Sty

public affection Horgan enjoyed — a tribute to his stalwart ‘{ Z«’

administration during the global Covid epidemic. While
others faced economic, social or environmental challenges,
none as premier ever confronted an existential crisis of

that magnitude. His legacy is engraved at the heart of our

We knew little of his personal story. John
Horgan squeaked into the premier’s office
through an alliance with the Green Party in
2017, ending 16 years of Liberal government
that was tarnished by the “Casino Gate” scan-
dal (when alleged foreign money was laundered
through gambling and later invested in BC real estate) ... or when,
as The Province newspaper reported, “Metro Vancouver housing
prices soared beyond the reach of non-millionaires.”

This is a book filled with remembrance. Following his resigna-
tion as premier, an event as unexpected and free of drama as
Bill Bennett’s departure in 1986, Horgan—a two-time cancer
survivor—recorded a series of interview conversations with labour
journalist Rod Mickleburgh addressing his life and the history of
his long political voyage. They met at Royal Roads University in
Victoria in August 2023 and their sessions ran several days. They
talked again the following November. More interviews followed via
Zoom sessions in spring 2024 after Horgan had been appointed
Canada’s ambassador to Germany. But that June, Horgan was
diagnosed with thyroid cancer—his third round with cancer. Mick-
leburgh’s introduction relates that with Horgan sitting up in his
Berlin hospital bed, they logged four final sessions in late-August.
Horgan died in November.

Those interviews shape In His Own Words, a deep-dive memoir
and autobiography from a political leader broadly experienced in
governing. Horgan knew hard times growing up and if salty lan-
guage isn’t in your wheelhouse, especially in the early chapters,
be advised. *

BC’S FIRST NDP PREMIER TO EARN RE-ELECTION RECALLS HOW HIS PATH TO
the premier’s office came after years as an NDP staffer in Ot-
tawa and Victoria. He attended Trent University in Peterborough
after learning of it in Ocean Falls, the pulp mill town where he
migrated after a working-class upbringing in Saanich. The mill’s
solid union wages enabled him to study social work. At Trent,
he heard Canada’s beloved social justice hero, Tommy Douglas
speak. From then on, Horgan intimates, he knew who he was and
that what he believed in was worth fighting for.

His father, he says, was a drunk. An Irish scrapper and sports
fan who made truck deliveries around Chinatown. He died while
Horgan was an infant, leaving the load of raising four kids to his
wife, Alice. “She did everything pretty much by herself,” Horgan
explains.

Horgan had a passion for lacrosse. He could play and became,
he says, “the guy everyone wanted on their team.” Horgan dreamed
of joining Victoria’s renowned Shamrocks but never made the
senior squad. Yet it was during this time he grasped that “team
sports were where you learned that everyone’s role was important.”

By grade 8, Horgan concedes he “was heading into the ditch.”

definition of genuine public service.

John Horgan:
In His Own Words
by John Horgan with Rod Mickleburgh
(Harbour, $38.95)

BY TREVOR CAROLAN

He was troubled and credits
Jack Lusk, his high school bas-
ketball coach, for bringing him
around. He finished high school,
the only one of his siblings to
manage that. His mother returned
to school, learned to drive and secured a CUPE job
in local government. While not a religious family, “the
basic decency of Christianity permeated our existence,”
Horgan recalls. Along the way he befriended Bruce
Hutchinson, the renowned political journalist. They’d
spend hours together by the stove, “talking about politics,
past and present.”

At Trent, Horgan met his wife Ellie, a biologist who became
his rock and accompanied him to Australia where he earned his
Master’s degree in history. Five years in Ottawa followed where
Horgan worked in public policy development for the NDP. The
narrative spices up when he recalls his favourite MPs. This is a
book that names names—those who helped, and those who helped
themselves.

In 1991, the Horgan family settled in Victoria’s Langford district.
Horgan worked in various capacities for three premiers—Mike
Harcourt, Glen Clark and Dan Miller. His strength was fixing
problems—he got things done. Horgan speaks candidly about
these former bosses and of Ujjal Dosanjh whose premier’s term
ended the NDP’s almost 10-year run in office. Significantly, Horgan
was drawn to natural resource and energy development issues. In
1999, he moved sideways into the Columbia Power Corporation,
a Crown operation responsible for putting “the final elements
of the Columbia River Treaty into place.” Involving flood
control, purchasing and repowering existing dams
from Cominco, job creation for the Kootenays and
revenue generation from selling energy to the
US, Horgan confirms that, “It all added
up to a $500 million deal.”

Dan Miller, the short-term
premier from Prince Rupert,
hired Horgan as his Chief of
Staff just as climate change
began making government
agendas. Horgan understood
that energy and emissions
action was about to boom
and could talk to environ-
mentalists and big labour
alike. But the NDP was
dethroned in 2001; Horgan
considered his future from
the sidelines.

18 BC BOOKWORLD « WINTER 2025-2026



ILLUSTRATION CREATED FROM WIKIPEDIA CREATIVE COMMONS

19 BC

HORGAN FAMILY COLLECTION

L

In 1986, just back from Australia, John and Ellie bought a 1967 Buick from friends in Victoria for $17.50
and drove it across Canada, looking for suitable employment. Eventually, both found work in Ottawa.

When Gordon Campbell’s Liberals awarded
a ferry-building contract to Germany, Horgan
howled at the news. The drummer in his son’s ga-
rage rock band overheard and asked, “Well, what
are you going to do about it?” Horgan responded
by getting elected as MLA in the next election,
joining leader Carole James’ Official Opposition.
For 12 years he polished his public speaking and
media skills, critiquing Liberal premiers Camp-
bell and Christy Clark. When Clark demolished
Adrian Dix in the 2013 election, Horgan says it
was “one of the worst campaigns I've ever seen.”

Known as an economic pragmatist, Horgan
was approached to join the Liberals who needed
an Island voice, but declined to cross over. He
saw that Clark had out-strategized the NDP and
didn’t forget.

By 2014, Horgan was leader of BC’s NDP.
The party was stone broke and had “internal
divisions.” He treaded water, built alliances with
unions and the Indigenous community and grad-
ually pulled things into cohesion. Significantly,
Horgan championed the UN’s Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) for which
he is still warmly remembered, and he includes a
chapter of sincerity and insight into Indigenous
issues and reconciliation. He also developed a
reputation having a temper. He and Clark did not
get on—“not at all,” Horgan emphasizes.

With his party still struggling, Horgan brought
in Bob Dewar, a seasoned Manitoba campaign-
er, as Chief of Staff. Dewar brought the mojo
Horgan needed and “the sinking stopped.” Then
came The Big One. In 2017, Horgan pulled off
the unthinkable after forging an understanding
with Dr. Andrew Weaver, leader of BC’s Greens.
With their combined seats, they narrowly
toppled Christy Clark, despite her pleas for a
second, snap election that
Lieutenant Governor Judith
Guichon declined. Horgan’s
explanation of the agree-
ment with Weaver is fascin-
ating reading. Both made
economic and ecological
compromises that benefitted
the province.

*

JOHN HORGAN’S
inherited a budget surplus
from the Liberals. The NDP
got busy: no more Medical
Services Plan premiums, im-
proved disability assistance
rates, tuition fees waived for
adult education and ESL,
free postsecondary educa-
tion for 18-year-olds coming
out of foster care, Port Mann
Bridge tolls ended. The NDP
increased the minimum

PARTY

HORGAN FAMILY COLLECTION

Selfie snapped by John
Horgan with Ellie as
they smell the lilacs

a few minutes from
their ambassador’s
residence in Berlin.
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wage. Carole James in finance added a new
tax bracket for those earning over $250,000,
as well as a speculation and vacancy tax on
empty homes. They balanced the budget and BC
earned Canada’s highest credit rating. Horgan
delivered for the people and didn’t mind sharing
the applause around, regardless of affiliation.

He admits “the transition from activist to
administrator” is challenging. But it was the
anti-old-growth logging protests at Fairy Creek
and the Site C dam decision in the Peace River
country that earned him the wrath of eco-activ-
ists. On the books for 40 years and kick-started
by the Liberals, the Site C infrastructure project
faced skyrocketing costs and geotechnical is-
sues. Yet, “even if getting there has been one
of the province’s most challenging public policy
questions,” Horgan could see its enormous value
“in an energy-constrained marketplace.” He
moved it forward. His chapter on working with
the Greens on this and LNG issues explores the
most complex ethical and economic questions he
encountered in political life. Of his controversial
commitments to “working forests,” hydroelectric
power and developing LNG as a clean energy
source—a $40 billion private sector investment—
he explains his higher responsibility to “[meet]
the needs of five million people,” not just the
dissenters.

When Covid hit in 2020, Horgan’s government
lead a bewildered public through the shock.
His deputies on the file, Dr. Bonnie Henry and
Adrian Dix, got BC past the worst. Who can for-
get their nightly updates? Ironically, the Greens’
support grew shaky; Andrew Weaver began sit-
ting as an independent. Horgan’s decision to call
a snap election after only three years caused grief
and he speaks compellingly to this.

Maximum pressure came in 2021: extreme
temperatures, a “heat dome” and “atmospheric
rivers,” vast wildfires including the Lytton confla-
gration, flooding, and pipeline decisions—it was a
fateful time. And Horgan now had throat cancer.

Horgan maintains he was already “becom-
ing a grumpy happy warrior;” however, a badly
thought out decision proposing a long public
closure of the Royal BC Museum proved the tip-
ping point. He realized that he was “not reading
the room right on something [he was] passionate
about.” Mindfully, he apologized and decided he
was done.

In his afterword, Mickleburgh concludes this
valuable book with an emotional grace note.
During their final interview he asked Horgan,
“What he would want me to say about him if to-
day ever came?” In a scene so typical of Horgan,
he responded simply, “Just tell everyone I did

my level best.” 9781998526260

Trevor Carolan writes from North Vancouver
where he served as municipal councillor.
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Kids These Days:
Understanding and Supporting
Youth Mental Health
by Will Dobud and Nevin Harper
(New Society Publishers $24.99)

BY GRAHAM CHANDLER

rowing up, how
many times did
we hear from a
parent, “When
I was your age,
we...” and closing
with, “Kids these
days!”?

In raising us, moms and dads often
related to their own times growing
up. Each new generation brings fresh
challenges the last one didn’t see, de-
manding new looks at new concerns.
Cell phones, new drugs, social media
and more bring complexities many of
our parents didn’t experience. How
many of us adopted the attitude to-
ward our parents: “You’re just too old
to understand”?

The challenge intrigued two experi-
enced therapists and researchers who
studied the phenomenon and devised
ways of dealing with it, understanding
it and offering others their respective
findings. The researchers reviewed
hundreds of academic papers and talk-
ed to many experts to hear what they
had to say about “kids these days.”
They also interviewed many youths
for their perspectives. Moreover, both
researchers have extensive experience
in related clinical work: Will Dobud is

The generational gap between
kids and their parents is an
ongoing problem but it doesn’t
have to be that way.

a social work clinician and researcher
who works on innovative treatment
programs integrating outdoor thera-
peutic experiences as well as being an
advocate for youth impacted by the
United States’ troubled-teen industry;
Nevin Harper is a professor in the
faculty of health at the University of
Victoria and a registered clinical coun-
sellor with over 30 years’ experience.
“In the end, our goal was to under-
stand why so many young people are
hurting, starved for connection and

Queer Cau-h-i'rgf
Crossroads

lacking the autonomy to adventurously
explore adolescence,” they write. “Our
task was to make sense of and share
the research in an engaging way. We re-
main surprised by some of the evidence
we found, and wonder why it is not
more mainstream and in the public’s
consciousness. There is solid evidence
of harm, yet it is often left in the dark.”

Dobud and Harper distilled their
results into three types of harm which
need to be addressed in order to pro-
mote positive youth development today:

Interference—explores increased
loneliness, loss of connection, digital
interference and the influence of envi-
ronmental toxins.

Intervention—takes a critical look
at the labelling of mental disorders,
psychotherapy, over-prescription of
psychiatric medications and universal
school-based programs teaching social-
emotional learning.

Ideology—examining how the dogma
of safety has led to an “extinction of ex-
perience” and how this impacts youth.

Dobud and Harper’s first prelimi-
nary conclusion was: “We shouldn’t be
blaming kids these days. We should be
listening, learning and leading.”

“The experts we talked to for this
book were impressive because they
deviated from the norm and worked
to find new solutions,” say Dobud and
Harper. “They don’t have all the an-
swers, and by no means is our book
definitive. In today’s world things
change quickly...they leave us with
more questions.”

But ignoring those questions clearly
won’t help. “If we want to perpetuate
the ‘kids these days effect,” all we have
to do is continue to rely on, and trust
other adults to do the ‘adulting’ for us,
while we bemoan today’s youth. Efforts
to fix the teenager are likely to fail...
we’ll continue to treat today’s youth as

BLOOM

Nicole Breit &

Claire Sicherman
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lazy, selfish, fragile, and anxious, as
adults have done for millennia.”

“The experts we've relied on for this
book often told us ‘don’t trust the ex-
perts.” But through close listening and
study, we’ve come to trust what they
have imparted to us...the translation
and dissemination of their work, how-
ever, by mainstream and social media,
governmental regulatory bodies and
corporate-speak and special interest
groups is incongruent with much of
their evidence and advice about healthy
child and adolescent development.”
What is eventually seen and heard by
the public and presented as “expert”
advice, often contradicts the experts
Dobud and Harper used. Sources are
listed; if you like, check them out.
KIDS THESE DAYS IS EﬁGINGLY WELL WRITTEN
and easy to follow—it should appeal
to professionals and moms and dads
alike. Numerous examples are provided
to illustrate points, using that age-old
mantra so many writers rely upon:
“show, don'’t tell.”

An example is the book’s description
of a case where a 23-year-old young
man, Danny, was forced to give up

Nevin Harper is a professor in the Faculty of Health at the University of Victoria and a
clinical counsellor focusing on nature-based sessions in parks, beaches and trails.
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Wampanoag Seasons:
Seeqan, Neepun, Keepun, Pupoon

by Carrie Anne Vanderhoop
illustrated by Mangeshig Pawis-Steckley

“With lovely, striking images and a warm,
exultant child’s voice that exclaims about
nature, family, and family-in-nature, Carrie
Anne Vanderhoop and Mangeshig Pawis-
Steckley take readers to another imaginative
world whose citizens appreciate their place
in the family of things.”

Jack and the Beanstalk

by Michael Rosen
illustrated by Talleen Hacikyan

. —THE BRITISH COLUMBIA REVIEW
“Rosen’s unsentimental but always

theatrical voice, and Hacikyan’s
stained-glass-like visuals

replant a familiar folktale in rich
imaginative ground, showing how
old stories can continue to yield
new growth.”

—PuBrisuers WEEKLY

www.tradewindbooks.com
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“Cell phones, new drugs,
social media and more
bring complexities
many of our parents
didn't experience.”

the apartment he shared with friends
and move back into his mother’s home
during the Covid pandemic. Danny
used the opportunity to complete his
Bachelor of Commerce degree online,
but that introduced new stresses like
“the loss of his social life, peer rela-
tionships, and his routine of going to
school, rugby practice, the gym, his
girlfriend’s place, and the bar. Danny
experienced life in a vacuum,” write
Dobud and Harper. “Day by day he felt
worse.” Finally, Danny sought therapy.
His first counseling session was with
Harper in a local park. Read the book
to find out how Harper’s strategies were
successful and how his unconventional
approaches can work. The last session
Danny and Harper had was just four
months after they first met. When
asked what he wanted to talk about
that session, Danny said with a sense
of pride, “I’d just like to hang out and
let you know how good I'm doing.”

“Maybe what really needs to change
is the adults these days,”
conclude.

the authors
9781774060223

Graham Chandler is a Vancouver-
based freelance writer.
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Colin Camphell

The Cariboo Trek of
Callum McBay
by Colin Campbell

“Sensitivity to place and to the
original peoples of the Fraser
Canyon add to this tale of
youthful adventure . ..
today’s young readers will enjoy
joining Callum’s trek just as I did.”

—TaE Britisg Corumsra Review
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The Rebel’s Wife
by Gerald Richardson Brown
(Granville Island Publishing $24.95)

BY TREVOR CAROLAN

istorical fiction typi-
cally sets the lives
of imagined char-
acters within real
historical events.
The Rebel’s Wife
by Vancouver’s
Gerald Richardson
Brown re-crafts this formula, focus-
ing on the peregrinations of authentic
characters from a turbulent period of
Canada’s early political history that
readers may recall foggily from school
as the time of the Family Compact.

Some historical background to
start: after the War of 1812 when
United Empire Loyalists fled to Upper
Canada, a group of rigidly conservative
landowners and financiers emerged
there as a new ruling colonial elite.
The Family Compact exercised enor-
mous power based on unflinching
loyalty to its closed, hierarchic struc-
ture and self-interest. For more than
thirty years, and despite there being
an elected Assembly, by dominating
finance and credit in what is now
southern Ontario, the Family Compact
controlled government appointments
and favours and manipulated land
ownership. Strict class intermarriage,
fealty to the Anglican Church and the
vehement rejection of American-style
democracy were its hallmarks. Its
influence extended to violence against
opponents to its authority.

In 1837-38, taking leadership from
crusading journalist-reformer William
Lyon Mackenzie, desperately op-
pressed settlers took up arms against
the Compact in poorly organized rebel-
lions. Swiftly crushed, a number of reb-
els were hanged. Further executions, or
at best a brutal exile to Van Diemen’s
land—now known as Tasmania—await-
ed remaining captives. However, when
unexpected popular resentment and
pleas for mercy grew, fearing interven-
tion from across the US border, senior
British officials intervened to allow the
festering atmosphere to cool down.

The Rebel’s Wife shapes its narra-
tive from this history, dwelling on one
unique incident. In 1838, Maria Wait,
a young wife and mother, witnesses
her husband’s courtroom sentence of
execution and quartering (yes, we did
use to dismember the bodies of hanged
convicts) for his role in the failed revolt.

Rebellion against
the colonial elites

Maria Wait's extraordinary battle
to save her rebel husband from
execution and quartering in 1838.

She pledges herself to saving his life.
In recounting Maria’s extraordinary
battle against every form of prejudiced,
patriarchal and aristocratic disinterest
of the day, the novel is rooted in sur-
viving letters between Maria and her
husband Benjamin and on research
left by witnesses to the rebellions in
a thin line of previous accounts. It’s a
remarkable tale.

Imprisoned for debt and cheated
out of his mill by a Compact ally,
Benjamin’s case obliges Maria to
make a hazardous horse
coach journey across the
border to visit her aged
father: she needs cash
to redeem the debt.
It’s a brave venture.
Highwaymen plague
the roads; inns are
dangerous. When she
is victimized, we see
Maria’s true character
emerge in confronting
her antagonist.

Freed and thirsting for

reform, Benjamin joins a fledgling rebel
army with disastrous results. Jailed,
the captives await grim futures. Page-
turners are not always notable for their
psychological depth, typically relying
on quick action turnovers. The novel
offers plenty of that, underscored by
Maria’s burning determination which
confirms her as an engaging character.
Amidst detailing her struggles, the au-
thor evokes the rich seasonal imagery,
landscapes and daily life of the Niagara
River region.
Supported by her devout Christian
faith, Maria negotiates ardu-
ous journeys throughout the
Niagara and St. Lawrence
Valleys to visit her husband
and to meet officials, jour-
nalists and local religious
groups. Readers can expect
insightful portraits of colo-
nial life in Toronto, Kings-
ton and Montreal in Lower
Canada. As her bravery
attracts attention, even re-
luctant figures feel obliged to

grant her a hearing. Her heartfelt plea
is simple: “I can only trust that you will
view our plight with the mercy given to
us in sacred scripture.” With inchworm
progress her campaign advances.

Maria’s solemn family encounters
and maternal turmoil at leaving her
daughter with relations humanize her
while she petitions authorities far from
home. Benjamin’s letters, written from
convict hulks and prisons in Upper
Canada, Liverpool (England) and Van
Diemen’s Land, expose the hell of an
utterly unforgiving legal system, its ten-
pound chains and the savage lashing
even of children.

Packed with incidents, Maria’s
heroism as a woman represents an
insufferable truth for the Compact
system. Yet she perseveres, becoming
a renowned public speaker on behalf
of all the sentenced rebels. When fund-
raising enables her to undertake an
Atlantic crossing, she sails to England
in hope of speaking with young Queen
Victoria. The writing during this hard,
long voyage at nine knots is some of the
liveliest in the book. Maria’s interac-
tions with fellow passengers, and one in
particular during a vulnerable stretch,
are convincing.

Brown hits real pace as Maria
makes her way through London’s
Whitehall power corridors. Charmed
by the capital’s sophisticated culture,
her odyssey here to gain an amnesty
for the Canadian rebels suffers a lack
of her usual progress but gives readers
a deeper exploration of colonial and
imperial politics of the day. Maria’s
association with the compassionate
Quaker community especially brings
her into contact with Charles Dick-
ens, Elizabeth Fry and other social
reformers, offering some relief from
her burdens. Ultimately, it is her faith
and increasing moments of visionary
prescience that sustain her.

Time passes quickly in affairs of
state and public interest. By 1841,
Maria has dedicated herself to moth-
ering her little girl. With fortune come
unanticipated developments. If Maria
remains indomitable, Benjamin’s blind
spots, in contrast, can make him ap-
pear self-absorbed; he would benefit
from more self-reflection. There’s a
complex ending. Again, these are real
characters with fates that are known.
This is a stirring book about early
Canada with more than a few echoes

for the future. 9781989467794

Trevor Carolan writes from
North Vancouver.
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THANK You

POEMS

JoserH DANDURAND

Building on his legacy as a skilled
storyteller, Dandurand continues to write

about trauma, love, grief and forgiveness.

POETRY | $19.95

IF: PREY, THEN: HUNTRESS
POEMS

CHRISTINA SHAH

An eclectic collection of observations
and experiences as a woman on the road
and out in the field in traditionally male-

dominated environments.

POETRY | $19.95
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The Scramble for the Teenage Dollar:
Creating the Youth Market
in Mid-Century Canada
by Katharine Rollwagen
(UBC Press $110)

BY GENE HOMEL

f you are a baby

boomer old enough
to remember the
fashions and
fads of the six-
ties, you might
assume that the
Canadian market
began to cater to teenagers only then.

Not so. The sixties teen market had
its origins in the 1930s, 40s and 50s
according to Katharine Rollwagen in
The Scramble for the Teenage Dollar.

In her interesting book, Rollwagen
shows the remarkable ability in the
middle of the last century of Canadian
retailers, advertisers and the mass
media to laser focus on teens as a
specific, special segment of the market.
After all, eight million babies were born
in Canada from 1943 to 1964, and a
million immigrant children arrived over
the same period. Concentrating on this
teen market secured young people as a
vital part of expanding consumer capi-
talism. By 1957, a Maclean’s magazine
article on “The Scramble for the Teen-
Age Dollar” explained that retailers and
advertisers were “out-hustling each
other to cash in on the market that
just grew up.”

As a veteran of the fifties’ Hula Hoop
and Davy Crockett coonskin cap, Roll-
wagen is on target when she explains
that “Canadian retailers and advertis-
ers worked to construct an image of the
teenager that would appeal to young
people and encourage them to associate
consumer goods with their stage of life.”

In this way, Canada’s consumer-
oriented society tied us to the market
and fixed our identity as commodities
and citizens. To this, Rollwagen later
warned of the ample evidence “that
growing up in a consumer society can
be detrimental.” For example, keeping
up materially with one’s peers can be
negative psychologically, especially for
teens from lower-income families. Gen-
der expectations can also be problem-
atic, as can discouraging independence
from group-think. Other detriments
include environmental waste and poor
working conditions overseas in lower-
waged countries.

Rollwagen used archives of the T.
Eaton Company Limited, the dominant
department store of mid-century Can-
ada, which had 48 stores in the 1960s
and was the fourth-largest employer
in the country. Eaton’s proclaimed
itself “The Store for Young Canada.”
Rollwagen describes how the store
solicited the attention and input of
popular, “cool” high school students by
approaching the schools themselves.
Eaton’s set up what it called the Junior
Council for teen girls and the Junior
Executive for teen boys to understand
teens’ consumer desires and styles and
to help with fashion shows.

The “Hi-Spot” in a 1940s store was
an area “where you and all the ‘coke
crowd’ can gather to gossip about
clothes and listen to music.” Teens
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How Canadian stores and marketers
worked with youth from the 1930s to
the 1950s to create the teen market.

were groomed to become avid Eaton’s
customers as well as paid or volunteer
employees—on a gendered basis, of
course.

This two-way exchange is an im-
portant concept to understanding con-
sumption under capitalism. Fashions
were not just a product of dictation by
business. Instead, business had its
ear cocked to what consumers at the
grassroots desired. It was a complex,
two-way street.

Some fashions from the grassroots
provoked anxiety on the part of mar-
keters and authorities—for example,
Sloppy Joe sweaters popular with teen
girls and Zoot Suits popular with male
youths. The Sloppy Joe was an oversize
knit sweater; the zoot suit was a dis-
tinctively tailored suit associated with
the lower classes or delinquents. Some
manufacturers capitalized by produc-
ing zoot suits and marketing clothing

with the Sloppy Joe label. These fads
from the forties tied into marketers

dual notions that teens were both rea-
’ o i

/4

sonable and rational consumers,
and immature and irrational fad
chasers.

Not surprisingly, market-
ers emphasized sex appeal
to teen girls: “Just listen to
‘em whistle when you go
by wearing this outfit,”
proclaimed one ad.

Marketers presented
teens as ideally slender
and their slim-fitting
dresses were “plenti-
fully supplied with the
lively detail that rates
second glances.” Teen
males, on the other hand,
were to wear suits that de-
noted preparation for respon-
sibility and business.

>
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Sloppy Joe boxy
and long sweaters
for teens, 1946.

Magazines also cemented the mar-
riage of teens with the market, es-
pecially “co-eds” (high school and
college girls). Co-eds could navigate
adolescence, including menstruation
and acne, with the support of products
and images provided by Chatelaine,
Canadian Home Journal and Mayfair.
With the “right” commodities, a co-ed in
and out of the classroom could present
herself as attractive and popular. “Go
Back a Smarter Girl” referred to fash-
ion, not book learning. Other slogans
were more overt in what we consider
sexism today: “Don’t get the idea that
because you got a first in History you
don’t need any lipstick.”

Rollwagen sometimes employs cur-
rent faddish language in her analyses.
The image of the co-ed, she writes,
presents “the so-called typical teenager
as a white, middle-class, cisgendered,
heterosexual student, an image that
excluded many Canadian youth.” Apart
from class hierarchy, I don’t believe
that many youths would be excluded by
this description in the 1930s to 1950s
in Canada. Of course, working-class
young people were just as concerned
with fashion and fads, and also had
money to spend. Rollwagen also refers
to urban Canada—Montreal, Toronto,
Vancouver and so on— as “settler” so-
cieties, as in “white settler femininity.”

Quibbles aside, Rollwagen’s book
will appeal to readers interested in
fashions, marketing and youth culture,
whether or not they played with Hula

HOOpS. 9780774869881

Gene Homel has been a faculty
member at universities, colleges
and institutes since 1974 teaching
Canadian history and politics.
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FOREVER NEIGHROURS
NEVER NEIGHBORS

Marquee photographs by Justin Filippone, Joshua Coleman and Benjamin Jackson.

A Sign of the Times:
The Best of the Penthouse Marquee
by Benjamin Jackson & Aaron Chapman
(Anvil $30)

BY BEVERLY CRAMP

ancouver’s historic
Penthouse Night
Club has had
its fair share of
pushback over
the years—from
police raids during
its time operating as
an illegal bottle club to being temporar-
ily shut down on Christmas Eve, 1975
and later charged with living off the
avails of prostitution.

But it’s the Penthouse’s marquee
with its sassy messages that has been
getting attention in recent years, in-
cluding getting its X account (@The
Penthouse604) suspended last Janu-
ary over letters that spelled out “For-
ever neighbours, never neighbors.” The
message highlighted the way Canadi-
ans and Americans spell words differ-
ently, but it was also around the time
US president-elect, Donald Trump
starting making swipes about Canada
becoming the 51st state.

Four years previous, after the Janu-
ary 6, 2021 Capitol riot in Washington,
DC, the Penthouse marquee touted its
bouncers with: “Better security than
the US Capitol.”

At a Coldplay concert in July, 2025,
a couple was caught embracing on one
of the large overhead video screens and
singer Chris Martin wondered out loud
if the couple was having an affair be-
cause they had ducked out of view so
quickly. It made headlines around the
world and the couple’s “outing” led to
job resignations as the couple worked

SASSY

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

Over its 77-year history, the Penthouse
Night Club has been known for many
things; lately it is getting international
attention for its marquee signs.

Benjamin “The Sign Guy” Jackson

together at the same company. The
Penthouse quickly responded on its
marquee with: “Relax guys, Coldplay
isn’t here.” Someone took a photo of
the sign and posted it on social media,

garnering 10,000,000 views by the end
of the day, and 22,000,000 views on
Instagram by the end of the weekend.

Now there’s a book celebrating the
Penthouse’s special brand of humour,
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A Sign of the Times by Benjamin
Jackson and Aaron Chapman, featur-
ing glossy photos of some of the more
well-known marquee signs. Many are
bawdy, some are political and others
are just plain witty. Readers learn
that the co-author, Benjamin (“The
Sign Guy”) Jackson who works as a
Penthouse bartender, is also the one
who comes up with the jokes and mes-
sages. Jackson tells how he finds his
ideas and shares some of his personal
favourite signs from the past—many
of which have been shared millions of
times online.

“The whole thing started with me
trying to make my friends at work
laugh,” says Jackson, later adding, “We
just wanted to have some fun and get
some notice and promo for the club.”

“It’s okay if people don’t know my
name, or just call me ‘The Sign Guy.’In
the early days, on Reddit, they referred
to me as ‘The Marquee Boy.’I just like
making the city laugh through that
sign—and that’s the point in the end.
The sign speaks for itselfl”

Cultural historian, Aaron Chapman,
says the Penthouse signs have given
attention to Vancouver and its local
culture as well as the nightclub. “Van-
couver doesn’t enter the national or
global realm of pop culture too often,”
says Chapman. “Our media is often
overshadowed by images from New
York or Toronto. We might see movies
and TV shows where we recognize our
own city street—but Vancouver never
plays itself. When we see another of
Ben’s outrageous or funny signs, online
or in the news, we’re reminded that the
sign is one of us. It’s from Vancouver,
and from Seymour Street. It’s like spot-
ting the face of a friend we know in a
crowd of people. That’s the Penthouse
marquee.” 9781772142501
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sparkling under steel toes

Christina Shah’s poetry reflects
the reality of a working life and
offers “comfort, humour, connection
and a sense of wonder—even in
the most ordinary moments.”

if: prey, then: huntress:
poems by Christina Shah
(Nightwood $19.95)

BY BEVERLY CRAMP

oetry virtually never
pays the bills, but
it can reflect the

world in which
poets work. Such
is the case with
Christina Shah
of New Westminster,
who spends most of her time on the
road, working in industrial sales for
an industrial distributor. She makes
her way in this male-dominated work-
place and writes about what she finds
there. “Here’s a woman, ‘a huntress /
sparkling under steel toes” says jour-
neywoman carpenter and fellow poet,
Kate Braid, adding “who’s not afraid
to say it as she sees it, whether that
be in a fine restaurant or on a heavy
industrial site, admiring gel nails or a
jerrycan.” BC BookWorld conducted the
following interview with Shah.

BC BookWorld: How did you get into
heavy industry work?

Christina Shah: How much time do
you have? Someone once told me about
industrial sales and said, “if you want
a man’s pay, you've got to do a man’s
work.” I put two and two together. Sales
is a common off-ramp from the bar and
restaurant industry, which is where
my work poetry started. I began work-
ing for one of the industrial laundries
where I had a mix of restaurant and
industrial accounts, so I saw that as
my entrée into this world. I like being
on the road—meeting people, seeing
places, learning how things work and
helping solve complex problems. I work
with a lot of great people (customers,
coworkers and suppliers) and I like the
paycheque and commissions.

BCBW: When did you start writing?
CS: [ tried writing before I could write.
As a four-year-old, this involved writ-
ing a letter to a girl named Laura who
lived on the same street. I wanted a
friend to play with. All I could find in
the moment were some seed packets
and a yellow highlighter in the garage,
so I highlighted all the words on the
back. Her mom (who’d originally put
me up to it) told me that was not good
enough. Apparently not owning a play
oven and baking set also disqualified
me. [ suppose this early rejection (and
willingness to improvise) prepared me
for both my writing and sales careers.
I wrote short fiction starting at age
ten and into my twenties, but po-
etry has always been my mainstay,
starting at age seven.

BCBW: Describe merging your
passions for writing and indus-
trial work. How do these two
influences affect your poetic
imagery, and did this happen
quickly or was it a slow revela-
tion?

CS: It happened quite slowly,
over the course of many years.
A term I like to use is “wool-

gathering.” I see so many things and
have many interesting conversations
while on the road. I love the contrast
of poetic language or sensory descrip-
tions with some of these very utilitar-
ian and spare environments (and even
technical terms). I was influenced by
the work of the Vancouver Industrial
Writers’ Union, and received a lot of
encouragement from its founders,
Calvin Wharton (my former Creative
Writing instructor), Kate Braid and
Tom Wayman.

BCBW: There’s a sense of past times,
of long ago, in some of your poems
(Britannia Mine, rig veda, noble
gas town). What attracts
you to this link to
history?

CS: I'm a collector of other people’s
stories in addition to my own. I'm
fascinated by boom-and-bust stories.
There’s also been this insistence in
Vancouver of wanting to forget our
roots as a forestry and mining town (the
“world-class city” refrain). Granted, the
world has changed since the bad old
days, and as this city has grown, it has
necessarily diversified. That said, there
was also a lot of colour back then that
makes for interesting material.

BCBW: In the middle of if: prey, then:
huntress, there is a series of “food”
poems. What was your inspiration for

this?

CS: I love to bake and
eat, and food is one
of the best ways

“I'm fascinated by boom-and-
bust stories. There’s also been this
insistence in Vancouver of wanting

to forget our roots as a forestry
and mining town (the “world-class

to connect with people of all walks of
life, whether through homemade gifts
or through a shared dining experience
(in both personal and professional con-
texts). Also, when I'm out on the road,
I'm foraging/fishing for food (my com-
missions). Plus, I'm an avid mushroom
forager. A recent ethnographic study
published some interesting results
stemming from some archeological
evidence from the Holocene era that
questions the notion of traditional
gendered divisions of labour (e.g.,
men being hunters and women being
gatherers). Apparently, back in the bad
old days, women were skilled big game
hunters as well!
BCBW: You visit many subjects in this
collection, not just work. How do you
choose a subject to focus upon when
you begin a poem?
CS: Work is my main squeeze, but I
love object poetry, or random urban
scenes as well. Those three subjects
offer some kind of loose parameters in
my mind—gesture drawings that can
meet the blank page.
BCBW: In your process of writing, what
motivates your writing? How does a
poem start?
CS: I'm often motivated by a scene that
involves some kind of contrast, whether
it’s scenic or emotional. Today it was
crimson foliage cascading down some
berms on either side of Highway 1 as
I headed into the Cassiar Tunnel. It
starts with some kind of imagistic and
sound collision in my brain, some kind
of “quantum leap.”
BCBW: Anything else you want to
add?
CS: To me, it’s worthwhile to write
about working people and our
environments. Most of us spend
the majority of our time at work,
and poetry that reflects this
reality can offer us so much
in our day-to-day lives:
comfort, humour, con-
nection and a sense
of wonder—even
in the most ordi-
nary moments
and places.
9780889715028

STEVEN KIRBY- SCHWARTZ PHOTO

city” refrain). That said, there was
also a lot of colour back then that
makes for interesting material.”

CHRISTINA SHAH

25 BC BOOKWORLD ¢« WINTER 2025-2026




“EAT“E REVIEW

Hummingbird
by Elaine Avila
(Talonbooks $18.95)

BY CAROLINE WOODWARD

s soon as I saw the
title of this play, I
thought of Flight
of the Humming-
bird, the Haida
fable recreated
in a beautiful little
book published by
Greystone Books in 2008, retold and
illustrated by the Indigenous artist,
Michael Nicoll Yahgulanaas. The
spirit of the hummingbird (and talis-
man for environmentalists), beloved
in so many cultures, lives on to in-
spire us again in this skillfully layered
script by Vancouver-based playwright
Elaine Avila.

Written for eight cast members, this
drama is ideal for Grades 10-12 and,
in fact, it has been performed by a
number of Lower Mainland high school
theatre classes already. Tackling what
could seem like an overwhelming sub-
ject for that age group, namely activism
around large-scale invasive industrial
activity and climate change, Avila deftly
balances the dark and the light, conflict
and humour, small yet mighty actions
to counteract the soul-crushing belief
in “our inevitable destruction,” as
dispirited teenagers in pre-production
workshops put it.

In less-skilled hands, this could be
a dogmatic and downright depress-
ing effort but the playwright who has
given us award-winning dramas like
Fado, The Ballad of Ginger Goodwin
and Kitimat, has created another lively,
sophisticated and textured work of
art which can be staged in many and
varied ways. Productions so far have
involved video-game voiceovers, fly-
ing puppets aided by bamboo rods
and fishing lines, screen projections
for rapid-fire series of text messages,
drones and, of course, eight live actors
amidst a mash-up of visuals, music
and voice. %

THE PLAY IS SET IN 2021, IN THE MIDST OF
the Covid pandemic then well un-
derway as was the TMX pipeline
construction through Burnaby. In an
inspired leap of imagination, there is a
parallel cast of characters coping with
the Fraser River gold rush era of the

In Narrow Escapes an
explanation of why the
Grizzlies have returned
to the lower coast

NARROW
'ESCAPES

|
|

Oc'et evcaanions

Still from a
production of

Hummingbird by
Elaine Avila.

eve of destruction

“the

Flying puppets, screen projections,
drones, music and humour fight the
darkness as Elaine Avila gives hope
in activism against climate change.

1860s. What connects these seemingly
disparate periods of societal upheaval
and conflict in BC’s history is the hum-
mingbird.

Did you know that there are no
hummingbirds in Africa, Europe or
Asia? Or that Europeans used to wear
hundreds of dead, skinned humming-
birds on their hats and capes? These

and a great many other fascinating
facts are in store for theatregoers such
as the legally-bound fact that bulldoz-
ers cannot, on public lands in British
Columbia, knock down trees with the
nests of migrating birds in them. Thus
a tiny hummingbird’s nest temporarily
halted construction of the TMX pipeline
at a whopping cost. I compared this

Hummingbirds: DID YOU KNOW?

® There are no hummingbirds in Africa, Europe or Asia.

e Europeans used to wear hundreds of dead, skinned
hummingbirds on their hats and capes.

® Bulldozers are legally-bound , on public lands in BC, to not knock
down trees with the nests of migrating birds in them.

e A tiny hummingbird’s nest temporarily halted construction
of the TMX pipeline at a whopping cost.

ADVENTURES
IN SERVICE

latter-day sensitivity to the building of
the first dam on the Peace River right
when moose and deer were calving and
birds were nesting. So many wild crea-
tures were drowned in this mindless
destruction in the early to mid-60s in
the North Peace region, not to mention
the flooding of an entire Indigenous vil-
lage. This play examines deforestation
and major trenching through a city and
a forest in unceded Indigenous terri-
tory with many well-informed human
witnesses.

I am very impressed by the amount
of research, with the Community Nest
Finding Network in particular, and
the workshopping with students in
Burnaby Mountain Secondary School
and theatre professionals involved in
getting this play up on its feet, quite
literally. Originally commissioned by
the Robert M. Ledingham School of
Theatre, Music and Film in Vancouver,
the script was developed at the Banff
Playwrights Lab and then at the Cara-
van Farm Theatre National Playwrights
Retreat. The original impetus for the
play came from Avila’s long-time col-
laborator, Paul Moniz de Sa, a sound
designer, educator, director and actor
who asked her to write about what
was going to happen to the land on
Burnaby Mountain, near his home.
The inaugural script was funded by
the Arts Umbrella Fund Development
team and later performed by the Arts
Umbrella Senior Theatre Troupe as part
of their Eco Theatre Project in Van-
couver. Part of the acceptance of this
inaugural commission was for Avila to
teach theatre workshops to students
and, with their teachers, to explore
climate change.

There is an informative foreword
by two birders from the Community
Nest Finding Network, Donna Clark
and Sara Ross, an introduction by the
playwright, a production history and
an illuminating afterword by Chan-
tal Bilodeau, a Montreal-born, New
York-based playwright and translator,
and the Artistic Director of the Arts &
Climate Initiative. All these “extras”
are very useful for drama teachers who
may face students distressed about
the constant smoke of wildfires, heat
domes, atmospheric rivers and the loss
of entire species happening in their
young lifetimes.

Elaine Avila has given us a play with
great resonance for all ages, especially
for the age group which most needs to
feel hope and to know they have agency
and the power to create positive change

in their world. 9781772016529

Caroline Woodward is a
New Denver-based writer.

In Grizzly a theory of
agricultural excellence of
the Shishalh Nation and the
significance of its cool
burning on forest growth.

IS lTHAT
A\
GRIZZL
| HEAR?\

AT BOOKSTORES LISTED @ www.inletpublishing.net & from editor@inletpublishing.net & Amazon $25, except Dynamite which is $23.
From Series: West Coast Stories: Check out Our Website to read excerpts.
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loneliness by
cooking

A depressed teen makes meals
for the unhoused, talks to a dog
and investigates a murder in
John Lekich’s suspenseful novel.

Bark Twice for Murder
by John Lekich
(Orca $10.95)

BY BEVERLY CRAMP

hat are the ingredi-

ents for a page-
turning murder
mystery that
tackles grief,
homelessness
and mental illness
with a good dose of
compassion and, ultimately, optimism?

Journalist and YA author, John
Lekich does it with a chef’'s aplomb
by employing a suspenseful plot and
believable dialogue in his seventh novel
for middle grade readers, Bark Twice
for Murder. Oh yes, and there’s a lot of
food talk thrown in for good measure.

The protagonist, Harry, is fourteen
years old and he says in the second
sentence of the book, “I love to cook.”
While that is a charming trait, it is also
a burden because Harry struggles with
depression and regularly sees a thera-
pist. When he is feeling anxious, or
worries—which is often—he cooks too
much. “Before you know it, I've made
five whole trays of lasagna,” says Harry.
Needless to say, his grandmother’s

ALEX WATERHOUSE-HAYWARD PHOTO

John Lekich’s debut YA novel, The Losers’
Club (Annick), was a finalist for the Gov-
ernor General’s Literary Award in 2002. He
has also co-written two screenplays and
lives in Vancouver.

freezer is jam-packed with premade
meals.

Harry has lived with his grand-
mother, Elinor, since his parents died
in a plane crash. Fortunately, Elinor
is kind and wise. She continues to
run the business that Harry’s dad
established, a food truck called the
Pasta Express, making it even more
successful. Soon she is managing
several Pasta Express trucks.

R

\CL

Some old dogs can
learn new tricks.

K

FOR

Cover art for Bark Twice for Murder by John Lekich.

“Harry, it’s okay to feel sorry for
yourself,” Elinor says. “But in the end
it won’t help anyone, least of all you.
And there are people out there who
could use a helping hand.”

And that’s how Harry comes to
spend a summer cooking for Vancou-
ver’s unhoused. Elinor parks one of the
Pasta Express trucks near a homeless
shelter so that Harry can make break-
fast and lunch for hungry people from
the shelter. “I actually look forward
to greeting my customers every day,”
says Harry. “In fact, I have never met
so many people who appreciate my
cooking.”

Harry takes a particular liking to
one of his customers, Stanley, who,
like Harry, is also good with food.
Harry learns new cooking techniques

and recipes from Stanley and a bond
deepens between the two.

Stanley has two best friends, one of
which is a dog named Waffles. Stan-
ley seems to talk to the dog a lot—so
much that it bothers Harry, who thinks
Stanley should see his therapist. Harry
learns that Stanley used to be the
chef for a mobster. That’s how Stanley
became unhoused: he went on the
run to get away from the gang and its
leader.

Shockingly, Stanley is murdered.
Then Waffles starts talking to Harry
and, more startling, Harry can hear
him and Waffles understands Harry.

An unlikely detective duo, Harry and
Walffles set out to find Stanley’s Kkiller
in what is a magical and strangely be-
lievable story. 9781459841482

Of mice & mysteries
& faraway creatures

usband-and-wife team Tara Hun-
gerford and Eric Hogan created
The Gumboot Kids, an award-

winning CBC program for children
aged 3-7, starring two felt toy mice
(Scout and Daisy—the gumboot kids) who solve
nature mysteries. In 2019 Hungerford and Hogan
spun off a series of books called The Gumboot Kids
Nature Mysteries to inspire children to go outside
and discover the natural world for themselves. The
11th and 12th titles, published this Autumn, are
The Case of the Tagalong Twin (Firefly $6.95)

Cover art from The Case of the Tagalong Twin
by Tara Hungerford and Eric Hogan.
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about the science of shadows; and The Case of
the Buried Treasure (Firefly $6.95) when Scout’s
missing bulbs reveal a springtime surprise that
teaches the gumboot kids about plant life cycles.
Tagalong: 9780228105701; Buried: 9780228105688
<
After years of writing novels and short stories
about spiritual renewal and personal transforma-
tion, Victoria-based RP Mickelson was inspired by
his seven grandchildren to write children’s stories
about the wonder of nature. He has released two
picture books for ages 3-7, A Children’s Book of
Stories (Filidh $20.98) that includes three short
stories of local gardens and the beach; and One
Day with Big and Little Elly (Filidh $18.95)
about elephants, monkeys, parrots, tigers and
other faraway creatures. Both titles are illustrated
by Penny E. Ross.

A Children’s Book: 9781998307111; One Day: 9781998307081



In her 12th book, the novel Blue
Hours (Freehand $24.95), Alison
Acheson writes about fatherhood,
grief, unanswerable questions and the
small, cherished moments that make
up life. Keith is a stay-at-home dad in
support of his successful photographer
wife. Her unexpected death leaves
Keith and his son Charlie in bits. When
Keith takes Charlie on a road trip, it’s
a journey that does not end when they
return home—Keith must deal with
revelations that complicate his grief.
Life’s magical and mystical moments
emerge. [s it enough to heal, though?

9781990601897

6 1S FOR BOLEN

It’s 1967 (the year
Canada turned 100)
and fifteen-year-old
Robin Wallenco il-
legally drives an
unlawfully-obtained
1942 Chevy pickup
from Saskatchewan
to British Colum-
bia in Dennis E.
Bolen’s novel, Amaranthine Chevro-
let (Dundurn $25.99). Robin runs into
all sorts of predicaments and charac-
ters as he steers clear of authority fig-
ures and main roads (he doesn’t have a
driver’s license). He travels over prairie
ruts and cross-field tracks “away from
the main across rough pasture of
cow-pie and sedge” and later
crosses mountainous BC
via forestry service roads
and backcountry trails. =
A longer review is on BC- 1
BookLook.com. | "’
9781459754775 l | -

> Tony Correia

The issue of book banning in school
libraries is the subject of Tony Cor-
reia’s middle-grade title, Checked Out
(Orca $10.95). Thirteen-year-old Seth,
a queer kid, is a budding social influ-
encer with 100,000 followers. When
he is persuaded by another gay teen
to promote library books with LGBTQ+
content at their school, they encounter
a conservative classmate determined to
undermine their efforts. It doesn’t help
that Seth worries about the effect of
his activism on his YouTube channel.
Correia is the author of four hi-lo (high
interest, accessible reading) novels
for young adults. His first full-length
YA novel, a historical novel for queer
youth, is One Summer in Vancouver
(Lorimer, 2017). 9781459842458

David Giblin worked for 15 years as a
salmon fishing guide at Stuart Island,
roughly forty miles east of Camp-
bell River—a fertile environment for
fishing stories. His first collection of
semi-autobiographical tales was The
Codfish Dream: Chronicles of a West
Coast Fishing Guide (Heritage, 2018),
which was a finalist in the Cedric Liter-
ary Awards in the creative non-fiction
category (for emerging senior authors
over 50). He followed up with Gilly the
Ghillie: More Chronicles of a West Coast
Fishing Guide (Heritage, 2020) with
new offbeat tales of coastal adventures,
colourful locals, privileged tourists and
elusive fish. His last book in the series
is out: The Trophy Hunter: The Final
Chronicles of a West Coast Fishing
Guide (Heritage House $24.95).

9781772035551

A Snake and a Feathered Bird (This-
tledown $24.95), Angie Ellis’ debut
novel, tells a coming-of-age story set on
Vancouver Island in 1975. Adopted at
the age of three, Ben spends his early
years in a lush rain forest. At nine,
he is taken on a trip that will
alter his life completely. The
story follows Ben into young
adulthood, his physical jour-
ney from wilderness to city
and his personal journey.
Ellis’ stories have won the

David Giblin

Masters Review Short Story Award,
Best of the Net and Best Small Fictions;
two were longlisted for the CBC Short
Story Prize. She lives in the Cowichan
Valley on Vancouver Island.
9781771872812

Whitney French imagines a fractured
future where memory is currency, mi-
gration is survival and love is as dan-
gerous as it is vital in her speculative
fiction novel, Syncopation (Wolsak &
Wynn $24). After a decades-long earth-
quake and acid rain have ravaged the
Earth, two young women—descended
from space pirates and forged by hard-
ship—set out on a journey that tests
their values in a world built from
the ruins of the past. French
is a multidisciplinary artist,
educator and co-founder
of Hush Harbour—the
only Black queer femi-
nist press in Canada.
She has led over 500
workshops at schools,
prisons and First Na-
tions communities, us-
ing language, activism
and imagination to chal-
lenge boundaries and
build community.
9781998408283
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Leslie Gentile

G IS FOR GENTILE

Leslie Gentile, of Scottish, Tusca-
rora and Coast Salish ancestry, in-
troduced an Indigenous girl named
Truly, who lives in a trailer park, in
Elvis, Me, and the Lemonade Stand
Summer (Cormorant, 2021). It won
the Jean Little First-Novel Award and
the City of Victoria Children’s Book
Prize. In the sequel, Elvis, Me, and
the Postcard Winter (Cormorant
$14.95) set in 1979, Truly has a sec-
ondhand guitar from Elvis and has
finally found a home—with her puppy
Gracie, new friends and Andy El, the
Salish elder who took her in.
But when her estranged
mother returns ask-
ing for a second
chance, Truly
must choose
between
the safety
of her new
life and the
possibility of
forgiveness.
9781770867666

Whitney
French

<



Keiko Honda teaches the aesthetics of co-creation and arts-based
problem-solving at SFU’s Continuing Studies.

After being paralyzed by a rare auto-
immune disease, Keiko Honda left
her career in epidemiology to rebuild
her life as an artist and memoirist.
Her debut, Hidden Flowers: A Mem-
oir (Heritage House $26.95) blends
essays, memory and watercolour paint-
ings to transform grief into creativity.
She draws from personal journals
and letters written to her daughter to
blend her meditations on motherhood,
illness, belonging and the Japanese
concept of impermanence. Hidden
Flowers is as much a visual experi-
ence as it is a written one, capturing
what Honda describes as “the invisible
glow of life.” 9781772035605

‘5& R. BrucefMacdonald

.

|1S FOR 1D1F

Many expressions and words, such
as “idler” originated from the ancient,
closed worlds of sailors who were often
away from shore for months or even
years at a time. “Holy mackerel,” “aban-
don ship,” “getting hitched” and “slush
fund” all became part of the common
vernacular when sailors brought these
terms back home with them. Sailor R.
Bruce Macdonald has compiled a dic-
tionary of these terms in Sound Like
a Sailor: The Book of Nautical Ex-
pressions (Harbour $24.95). An “idler”
is generally known as a lazy person.
Sailors initially used it for those crew
members who worked all day and didn’t
have to participate in night watches.
9781998526239

J1S FOR JOSEPH

Bob Joseph’s first book, 21 Things You
May Not Know About the Indian Act
(Page Two, 2018) became a bestseller
and covers the problems of the oppres-
sive Indian Act enacted in 1876. He
explained how to get rid of the Indian
Act and what self-government could
look like. Now he builds on those ideas
with 21 Things You Need to Know

About Indigenous
Self-Government
(Page Two $24.95).
“I will take you on
a journey from the
early days when In-
digenous Peoples
were self-governing,
self-determining,
and self-reliant, to
the dark days under the Indian Act,
and to what the future can look like
as Indigenous Nations return to self-
government, self-determination, and
self-reliance,” he says. 9781774586273

WIS FOR KALLA
e

Bob Joseph

Vancouver-based
ER physician and
best-selling au-
thor Daniel Kalla
blends his medical
thriller format with
the dangers of ar-
tificial intelligence
(AI) in The Deep-
_______  est Fake (Simon &
Schuster $25.99). A tech CEO battling
ALS becomes the victim of a deepfake
conspiracy, pushing her to question
reality as her digital identity spirals
out of control. The novel confronts the
hazards of Al-generated misinforma-
tion and asks how we define truth
when anyone’s face and voice can be
faked. Kalla’s previous Shanghai trilogy
explored the Jewish refugee crisis dur-
ing World War Two and several of his
past novels have been optioned for film.

9781668032534
i .l

After decades away
from poetry, Lorne
Daniel returns
with What Is Bro-
ken Binds Us (Uni-
versity of Calgary
Press $18.99), a col-
lection that reckons
with rupture—of
—  body, family and in-
herited identity. Daniel sifts through
personal injury, estrangement, addic-
tion and the revelation of enslavement
in his family’s past. But for every frac-
ture, he offers a kind of quiet resilience.
Daniel has published four volumes
of poetry and co-edited the literary
journal The Canada Goose. He later
shifted to journalism, founding the
ReThink Red Deer and Greater Victoria
Placemaking Network. Now based in
Victoria, he continues to explore the
relationship between people and place.
9781773856391

Daniel Kalla

—

Lorne Daniel

]
Archaeology = Fiction

Memoir = Fish
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" ROBERT J. MUCKLE

Once Upon This Land:
Archaeology in British
Columbia and the Stories
It Tells by Robert Muckle
(UBC Press $34.95)

Rich in ancient sites, the lure
of BC archaeology is what
it can reveal about humans
who lived here as far back as
15,000 years ago when the
last ice age ebbed. Now this
plain-language book brings
these stories to a general
readership. You don't need
a PhD to understand the
layers of history in our soil
and underwater shipwrecks.

Rufous and Calliope
by Sarah Louise Butler
(D&M $24.95)

West Kootenay author Sarah
Louise Butler’s second novel
features runaway children,
a secret treehouse, a man
with memory issues, family
connections and ecological
grief. Butler calls her books
“Geographic Fiction:” novels
so deeply rooted in a specific
landscape that they couldn’t
take place anywhere else.
Will appeal to lovers of
nature, adventure novels
and intimate stories.

One Arrow Left:

The Memoir of Secwepemc
Knowledge Keeper Cecilia
DeRose by Cecilia DeRose
with Sage Birchwater
(Caitlin $26)

Born in 1935, Secwepemc
knowledge keeper, Cecilia
Dick DeRose shares her
stories from her early days
in Esk’et, BC on her fam-
ily’s property where she
only spoke Secwepemctsin,
to the devastation of St.
Joseph’s Residential School,
hanging onto her Indigenous
identity and later raising her
family and passing on her
traditional language and
knowledge.

ONE
Arrow Left

4

Cecilia DeRose

with Sage Birchwater

Fishes of the Strait of
Georgia: More than

240 Life Histories

by Dick Beamish and

Jeff Marliave (Harbour $80)

The rich water habitat in the
Strait of Georgia, one of the
most important in the world,
is home to over 50 species.
Fish scientists Dick Beamish
and Jeff Marliave have spent
their entire professional lives
studying this bountiful sea
and it shows in this essential
reference book for homes,
classrooms and labs.

Thought provoking books available on

2BCFerries

Selected by BC BookWorld
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In Troubling Criminology (Between
the Lines Books $34.95), professors
Michael Ma (UVic) and Mike Larsen
(Kwantlen Polytechnic) approach the
discipline of criminology as a series of
open conversations rather than a fixed
canon of knowledge. They examine
how crime, justice and deviance are
socially constructed. Power, inequality
and systemic oppression are factors,
too. Before entering academia, Ma was
involved in community-based anti-
racism and harm reduction work. He
co-founded The Social Justice Centre
and has worked with organizations in-
cluding the Chinese Canadian National
Council and the Vancouver District
Labour Council. 9781771136853

i A4k

Michael Ma

Oga Nwobosi and Christina Myers
met in a postpartum support group
where they were exposed to emotions
ranging from joy to grief. Many new
mothers experience depression, anxiety
and other impacts but often don’t seek
help. Becoming friends, Nwobosi and
Myers have co-edited Beyond Blue:
Stories of Heartbreak, Healing,
and Hope in Postpartum Depres-
sion (Caitlin $26), a collection of stories
from 26 mothers telling of an inability
to make decisions, paranoia, fear of
being a bad parent and even thoughts
of self-harm. In addition to illuminat-
ing the often-invisible experiences of
postpartum mental health, the book
offers a life raft of hope and healing to
struggling new parents. 9781773861739

0 IS FOR O'LEARY

In our hyper-con-
F - nected world, it’s
4| hard to imagine
when news and in-
formation weren’t
always at our finger-
tips. Before the tele-
graph in the mid-
1850s, it took weeks
——— for information to
reach North America—by ship—from
Europe and vice versa. With the tele-
graph, information arrived in minutes
by wire, changing everything—particu-
larly newsgathering—as told in The-
resa O’Leary’s Race to the Cape: The
Daring News Chase, the Birth of the
Associated Press, and the Journal-
ist at the Heart of It All (Ingenium,
$29.99). O’Leary, a former CBC news
reporter focuses on Daniel Craig who
was behind one of the earliest news-
wire services and his legacy of getting
fact-based, objective reporting (what a
concept).

Theresa 0’Leary

9781990688577

~ BRITISH COLUMBIA

\
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Arnold & Quigley outfielder Tommy Kennedy with team manager Coley Hall, 1945,
from Play Ball! by Tom Hawthorn.

P IS FOR PORTER

Skateboarding li-
brarian, Natalie
Porter wrote what
is believed to be
the first academic
thesis on women
in skateboarding in
2003. Now a col-
umnist for Closer
Skateboarding Mag-
azine and an advisor to the Smithson-
ian Museum’s skateboarding board,
she also founded the Womxn Skate-
board History archive to honour the
overlooked stories of women and non-
binary skaters. In Girl Gangs, Zines,
and Powerslides: A History of Badass
Women Skateboarders (ECW $26.95),
Porter documents the grassroots resis-
tance that shaped the sport’s inclusive
evolution. Through interviews, zines
and personal reflection, she cel-
ebrates the global communities who
refused to stay invisible, despite an
industry that rarely made space
for them. 9781770417922

018 FOR QUIGLEY

Arnold & Quigley were a Van-
couver businessmen duo in
the late 1920s who sponsored
a semi-professional baseball
team to promote their haber-
dashery. A&Q played against

Alena Rainsberry >

such teams as Home Gas and United
Distillers Ltd. in Vancouver’s Senior
League. The league’s stars once played
an exhibition game featuring Babe
Ruth as an opponent—one of the
many anecdotes included in BC Book-
World contributor, Tom Hawthorn’s
Play Ball! The Amazing Stories and
Captivating Characters Who Have
Made Baseball a Winning Ticket in
Vancouver for Over 100 Years (Echo
Storytelling $30). Commissioned by the
former owners of the Vancouver Cana-
dians, the illustrated history of baseball
in Vancouver is available from the BC
Sports Hall of Fame. 9781987900231
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VANCOUVER PUBLIC LIBRARY COLLECTION

PETER MURRAY PHOTO

1 1S FOR RAINSBERRY

Introduced to whitewater kayaking in
2021, Alena Rainsberry, who identi-
fies as queer, quickly pursued rivers
from the Ecuadorian jungle to the
Indian Himalayas, embracing both the
challenges of rapids and the cultural
connections she formed along the way.
Then she became an advocate for wom-
en’s representation in outdoor sports,
fostering community and encouraging
others to explore new experiences.
Rainsberry has co-edited Flow: Wom-
en’s Counternarratives from Rivers,
Rock, and Sky (RMB $40), a book of
stories and photos from women around
the world engaged in adventure sports.
Rainsberry continues to live and kayak
in the Pacific Northwest. 9781771607063

5 I FOR SCOTT

Scott Mclntyre left
his stamp on BC’s
literary landscape
for more than 50
years. Starting at
McClelland & Stew-
artin 1967, he went
on to cofound Doug-
las & Mclntyre in
1970, publishing
over 2,000 titles and nearly 900 au-
thors—from Wayson Choy and Farley
Mowat to Richard Wagamese and
Douglas Coupland. In his memoir A
Precarious Enterprise: Making a
Life in Canadian Publishing (ECW
Press $39.95), McIntyre tells of Ca-
nadian publishing’s postwar renais-
sance, weaving in anecdotes from the
writers, editors and risk-takers who
transformed a fledgling industry into
a cultural force. 9781770418196

Scott Mcintyre

Umar Turaki

T'1S FOR TURAKI

In Umar Turaki’s novel, Every Drop
of Blood Is Red (Little A $24.99),
lives intertwine in Jos, Nigeria, when
Dareng Pamson, a family man seeking
redemption, hires Murmula Denge, a
young woman on a vengeful quest, at
his auto repair shop. Dareng strives
to rebuild trust with his pregnant wife
after infidelity, while Murmula seeks
revenge for the pain his greed caused
her family. As Murmula’s plans for
destruction deepen, both confront their
pasts, faith and unexpected connec-
tions. A mysterious turning point forces
them to reckon with justice, closure
and the transformative power of their
intertwined fates. 9781662508103



38th ANNUAL NON-FICTION CONTEST

CasH Prizes
$1,500 ® $1,000 ® $500

Non-Fiction Contest winners feature in every

volume since 1989 and have received recognition

from the Canadian Magazine Awards, National
Magazine Awards and Best Canadian Essays.
All entries considered for publication. Entry fee
of $34.95 includes a one-year subscription. We

encourage writers from diverse backgrounds and

experience levels to submit their work.

DEADLINE
OCTOBER 15

eventmagazine.ca

FRESH THINKING
ABOUT LOVE, SEX
AND ETHICS

THORNAPPLE
PRESS

thornapplepress.ca

OPENING HOURS:

WHO'S WHO
BC &

Mary Fox created the Legacy Project Apprentice Program for potters.

The word “unceded” is often heard
during land acknowledgments in BC
although the history behind unceded
territory is less well known. George
Abbott’s Unceded: Understanding
British Columbia’s Colonial Past
and Why It Matters Now (UBC Press
$29.95) is a good
primer on the BC
government’s his-
tory of injustice to-
ward First Nations.
“The simple truth
is that when Eu-
ropeans arrived in
the so-called New
- World, they did not
find an empty land but rather a land
with millions of Indigenous people
who already owned and occupied
their homelands,” says Steven Point,
Grand Chief of the St6:16 and BC’s
first Indigenous Lieutenant-Governor
in the foreword. 9780774881166

In Power Metal: The Race for Re-
sources that Will Shape the Fu-
ture (Riverhead $32), Vancouver-based
journalist Vince Beiser examines the
paradox at the core of our technologi-
cal age: the same lithium, cobalt and
copper that enable the Internet and
renewable energy are driving environ-
mental havoc and human suffering.
From Nigerian e-waste salvagers risk-
ing their lives to billionaires eyeing
the ocean floor for exploitation, Beiser
exposes the hidden costs of the green
transition and the scramble for critical

George Abbott

minerals. Power Metalwas a finalist for
the 2025 Balsillie Prize. 9780593541708

UBC emeritus professor of English and
Theatre, Jerry Wasserman, known
for his work in theatre, acting and
teaching, is also enamoured of Afri-
can American blues music. His title,
Life Could Be a Dream: African
American Blues, R&B, Gospel
and Doo Wop, 1946-1956
(McFarland $49.95) is about
a musical period that has
“drifted into relative obscu-
rity,” he says. Yet it was a

time when emerging civil
rights were beginning to
transform Black lives.
Wasserman shows how

Renowned potter Mary Fox shares her
knowledge of glazing in Developing
Glazes: Low-Fire Reduction and
Oxidation (Harbour $44.95), a guide
that encourages ceramic artists to
experiment. Rather than relying on
readymade glazes, Fox invites potters
to explore the use of minerals and clay
slips, offering step-by-step instructions
and techniques for low-temperature
firing. A self-taught exploratory potter,
Fox moved with her family to BC in
1966. She has worked exclusively as an
artist since then, developing an inter-
national reputation for her sculptural
ceramic vessels.

V1S FOR YONG

In Off the Map: Vancouver Writers
with Lived Experience of Mental
Health Issues (Bell Press Books $22),
edited by Betsy Warland, Seema Shah
and Kate Bird, Yong Nan Kim contrib-
utes the poem “Dreaming with Ghosts,”
in which her ancestral memory col-
lides with loss: “days before grand-
mother passed away / i dream with
my grandmother / her face glows like
the full moon / she says i’'m not dead
yet!” These lines echo through Kim'’s
broader body of work—poetry and
ghost stories inspired by her Korean
heritage and childhood in Paraguay
and Brazil. When she’s not writing,
she hikes, snowshoes or learns new
dance moves.

LIS FOR ZULAYKHA

Who was Zulaykha? She was a mythi-
cal married woman who longed for her
husband’s servant and who appears
throughout the Abrahamic lineage of
religions (Judaism, Islam and Chris-
tianity). Vancouver poet and cultural
critic, Rahat Kurd examines the pos-
sibilities of Zulaykha found in other
poets’ work throughout the ages in
her second full-length collection of
poetry, The Book of Z (Talon-
books $19.95). “To feel the
gift of understanding what
someone wrote five or seven
centuries ago, continually
energizes my writing in
English,” Kurd said in a po-
etics statement. Kurd’s
first book of poetry,
Cosmophilia (Talon-
books, 2015), con-
siders the influ-

9781998526253

9781738716791

Tanglewood Books, located in a heritage building
at 2306 West Broadway on the corner of Vine Street, Mon to Sat: 10am to 6pm

this “new music” was ence of Islamic
a prism for viewing a
particular period of
20th century Afri-

can American life.

art and Kashmiri
craft practices on
her lived experi-
ence and outlook.
9781772016895

isan Aladdin’s cave of new and used books. We can Sun: 12pm to 6pm

get your special orders to you within 4 business days, °
we have a popular and unusual DVD collection, as ~ Tel: 604-736-8876
well as some rare vinyl thrown into the mix. Tanglewoodbooks.ca

Yong Nan Kim

9781476697116

32 BC BOOKWORLD o« WINTER 2025-2026



BOOKSTORES

BANYEN

books & sound

Web & mail orders available to all parts of BC!

3608 West 4th Ave. Vancouver, BC 604-732-7912 banyen.com

Expanding our space for
expanding young minds!

Our children’s book shop has grown —

now with over 4,000 titles, from baby board
books to must-read teen novels. There's something

for every young reader to discover — plus puzzles, games,

and gifts. Come in and browse — our expanded space is ready
for happy little bookworms to explore!

TANNER’S

BOOKS ——r

Literal experts for | siNcE
local booklovers | 1982

at Beacon & Fourth in Sidney | open 7 days a week
250 656 2345 | tannersbooks.com [[}

Only 10 minutes from the Swartz Bay ferry terminal

Open late Thursdays and Fridays!

Sat to Wed 9am to 5pm | Thu & Fri 9am to 8pm

The Book
Shelf

EST. 2022

Adult Titles—All Genre,
Children’s Books,
Costumes and Toys

Located in the
ShopRite at Home Store.
Offering Books, Furniture,
Appliances, Home Decor
and Flower Bar

~ 1700 Broughton Blvd.,

' Port McNeill, BC

(250) 956-3568
Mon-Sat 10-5

250-725-2125 browse online at mermaidbooks.ca

- BOOKSHOP ~

z—jTOFINOz

open 7 days a week

Explore our curated
selection of quality books, kites, toys and games.

455 Campell Street PO Box 539 Tofino BC VOR 2Z0

GAIL NOODAN
PROPRIETOR
PHONE/TEXT
250-539-3112

BOOKSONMAYNE@GMAIL.COM

574 FERNHILL ROAD
MAYNE ISLAND, BC

VON 232

UNCEDED
COAST SALISH
TERRITORY

SPECIAL GRDERS
e
LocAr, INTERESY

'
W
|

CANADA'S OLDEST BOOKSTORE - ESTABLISHED 1945

20,000 new and used books to browse
Open 11am to 6pm - Seven days a week

THE

PEOPLE'S C0-OP
BOOKSTORE

Have old books to rehome? Contact us!

1391 COMMERCIAL DRIVE - 604 253 6442 - PEOPLESCOOPBOOKSTORE.COM

!

. | [
e
i"'l VISIT US AT

76 MADRONA DRIVE

S - GALIANO ISLAND, BC T: 250.539.3340

E: leetrentadue@gmail.com
W: www.galianoislandbooks.com

PROUDLY INDIE

F—

L
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A LITERARY
BULLETIN BOARD
FOR INDEPENDENTS

QUICKIES is an affordable
advertising vehicle for authors & books.

For info on how to be included:

Rainforest

in Winter
;= by Norman Kerby
5-'- 74| Paintings by Joan Turecki
iq Full colour, beautiful 80 page
artistic, poetic, and ecological
exploration of northern temp-
erate rainforests in winter.

978-0-98-693135-2 » $39.95
Available at
mistyriversbooks.com

COASTAL RAINFOREST

Mending Abortion
Trauma With
Presence

A journal and guidebook
into the canyon of silence

by Marsha Donner

Stories and much more
to help readers heal on a
journey of self-compassion.

ﬂ_' = _@ | 978-1-03-830780-4 « $18.99 USD
= artfulsolutions.org
SELF-COMPASSION

I
; Buddha’s
buddha’s |
closet Closet
Cleaning as a Path to
Enlightenment
A by Kerri Scott
Spring cleaning for the soul.
LR Embrace abundance and
ana b i creativity as you curate your
S——— seasonal wardrobe.
ol 9781738396108 « $12.95

kerriscott.com

ENLIGHTENMENT

Bosun:
The Mariner’'s
Journals
by Gary H. Karlsen

An anti-whaling, anti-war saga
about a legendary Norwegian
mariner who earns the right to
wear The Bosun’s Anchor tattoo
representing intelligence,
leadership, loyalty and love.

978-1-7752669-2-1 ¢ $24.95
noordinaryseaman.com

HISTORICAL FICTION

In Search of
Progress

Questions from a Life in Community
Work in a Time of Fear and

Disillusionment in Democracy
by Michael Clague

“The importance of grass
roots community work in a
world in turmoil.”

ISBN: 978-1-9991665-3-3 + $10.00
Contact: mclague@telus.net

SOCIAL PROGRESS

Anvil Press...2

Association of Canadian Publishers...17

Banyen Books...33

BC Ferries Books...29
Books On Mayne...33
Caitlin Press...20
Douglas & MclIntyre...4
EVENT Magazine...32

Flghting like a partisan

I love each and every issue of BC Book-
World and order practically every book
you review from the library. Loved the
comics review [Summer issue, “Rising
up against fascism”] and wanted to
share a related experience at work. I'm
a social worker—with a 97-year-old
partisan vet from Ukraine. I have the
documents confirming he helped the
Soviets as a teenager. He is recog-
nized in Ukraine as a vet in the war
against the Nazis. In Canada we rec-
ognize Red Army vets as Allied Veter-
ans. But not this
guy because, as
Veterans Affairs
Canada told me,
“The Soviets
used partisans.
This gentleman
was a partisan
and as such we
do not recognize
partisans as Vet-
erans.” Because
the Cold War lives on and communists
are the bad guys. Needless to say. I'm
fighting this one to the bitter end —
like a partisan.
John Richmond
XWESAM (Roberts Creek)

A good time for
anti-fascist hooks

Taking the ferry to Victoria to inter-
view an artist for Fuddle Duddle, a
political comic magazine that came
out over 50 years ago. Really nice to
see a review [ wrote in BC BookWorld
[Summer issue, “Rising up against
fascism”] on the ferry. It’s been a while
since I had written anything like this.
It was during a personally rough time,
so it was nice to have something to
focus on and make me think. I took
a look at the fantastic Partisans col-
lection by Raymond Tyler and Paul
Buhle. It’s a good time for a book like
that, given our current global politi-
cal climate.

Robin McConnell

New Westminster

Send letters or emails to:
BC BookWorld,

P.O. Box 93536,
Vancouver, B.C. V6E 4L7
bookworld@telus.net
Letters may be edited for clarity & length.

Figure 1 Publishing...6

Filidh Publishing...30

Friesens Printers...35

Galiano Island Books...33
Granvile Island Publishing...17
Harbour Publishing...36

Inlet Publishing...26

McGill-Queen’s University Press...15

OMMUNITY

To advertise: 604-736-4011 or bookworld@telus.net

i —_—

Chloe Haigh, working at her parents’ bookstore Salt Spring Books.

How to buy a bookstore

Chloe Haigh has heard many times the story of how
Salt Spring Books came into her family’s possession in 2000. “My par-
ents (Adina Hildebrandt and Andrew Haigh) were looking for a house
on Salt Spring Island when Mom was pregnant with my brother (Aidan),
25 years ago,” says Chloe. The real estate agent had shown them many
houses on the island but none were quite right. Then one morning, while
getting ready to take Adina and Andrew out for yet another drive around
the island looking at houses, the agent said off the cuff, "Do you want
to buy a bookstore?” Adina and Andrew both leapt out of their chairs.
“Yes!” they said in unison.

“So that is how Mom and Dad bought a bookstore before they bought

4

a house,” Chloe says, adding, “"And it's the same age as my brother.”
Happy 25th year, Salt Spring Books.

mﬂ Norma Charles (1945 — 2025)

hildren’s author, Norma Charles was born in St. Boniface, Mani-
toba on May 10, 1945 of French and Irish descent. As a child she
was an avid reader who used to drag her younger brother to the
library on Saturdays. Charles came to British Columbia with her
parents at the age of nine. That automobile trip, taken over 70
years ago, is the basis for several of Charles’ books including Sophie
Sea to Sea (Beach Holme, 1999) that recounts the adventures of Sophie and
her four brothers as they accompany their parents by car from Montreal to
Maillardville in 1949. The French-Canadian family struggles to speak English
without a telltale accent. Charles attended UBC and later became a teacher.
When her own four children were in school, Charles began to write, inspired by
her students and by her “front row seat on the dramas of children’s daily lives.”
Her first published book, See You Later Alligator (Scholastic, 1974 /1991/1994),
has reportedly sold over 100,000 copies. Charles went on to publish 22 books in
total. She was nominated for a Sheila A. Egoff Children’s Literature Prize for The
Accomplice (Raincoast, 2001) and received the Chocolate Lily Award for All the
Way to Mexico (Raincoast, 2003). Norma Charles died on August 19, 2025.

Tanner’s Books...33

The Book Shelf...33

Mermaid Tales Bookshop...33
Nightwood Editions...22
Thornapple Press...32
Tradewind Books...21
UBC Press...15

Penguin Random House...8
People’s Co-Op Books...33
Printorium/Island Blue...35
Ronsdale Press...8

Sandhill Marketing...10

University of Calgary Press...30
Vancouver Desktop...30
Victoria Book Prizes...2

Yoka’s Coffee...30

Stonehewer Books...17
Talonbooks...6
Tanglewood Books...32

34 BC BOOKWORLD ¢« WINTER 2025-2026



BOOK PRINTERS

PERIENCE.
BOOKS.

EST. Q 1907
FRIESENS

IDEAS CRAFTED IN PRINT

COMPLETE BOOK
MANUFACTURING

Jorge Rocha « B.C. Mainland « 1.877.205.7255 « jorger@friesens.com
Gerhard Aichelberger « Vancouver Island « 1.888.364.2500 - gerharda@friesens.com

FRIESENS.COM

/ A PAGSION FOR BOOK PRINTING! </

Island Blue Print’s Printorium Bookworks - Your Favourite Book Printer!

For authors, creatives and publishers from coast to coast!
B.C.’s Leader in Creating Brilliant Books!

Contact us today!
books@islandblue.com
or 1.800.661.3332
www.islandblue.com

IslandBluePrint

SINCE 1912

Printing and Shipping
Books, Bookmarks,
Business Cards and Posters
across North America!

MEDIA

YOUR FREE GUIDE TD BDOKS & AUTHORS

"
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.
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Octopus’s

COASTSaLEH MMM SAM
WOULLY D08 !,‘.f. WIEBE

Only $25 to subscribe.

Email: bookworld@telus.net or call 604-736-4011

YOUR FREE GUIDE TO BODKS & AUTHORS

2 _ "

DAVID
SPANER

DELORES -
CHURCHILL _'l;' SR1AN RCHLERSON A
. §

A gift for book lovers

on your list, that gives 4 times a year.

BOOKWORLD
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STRAIT OF GEORGIA
.ﬂlﬁﬂ BEAMISH & JEFF MARLIAVE

FISHES OF THE STRAIT OF GEORGIA
More than 240 Life Histories

DICK BEAMISH & JEFF MARLIAVE

This encyclopedic yet readable work is the most
complete account ever published on the life histories
of the astonishing array of fishes that live in, or pass
through, the waters of the Strait of Georgia.

NATURE - $80.00

CLOTH - 85X 1IN - 512 PGS -
ILLUSTRATIONS - AVAILABLE -

300 COLOUR PHOTOS AND
ISBN 978-1-99077-683-0

Boom TIMES IN
CHILLIWACK
Memories from the
Post-war Years
MERLIN BUNT

HERLIW BUNT

Chronicling the enter-
taining tales that come
with rapid change, this
history captures the
developments and
economic optimism of
the ’sos and ’60s that
laid the groundwork for
the Chilliwack of today.
HISTORY - $38.95

CLOTH -
AVAILABLE -

GTHE
| 53

6 X9IN -

288 PGS -
ISBN 978-1-99852-636-9

100+ B&W PHOTOS

THE CANADA
HANDBOOK

ADRIAN RAESIDE

HANDBOOK

Bestselling cartoonist
Adrian Raeside deliv-
ers a hilarious celebra-
tion of Canada’s quirks,
strengths, and indepen-
dent spirit.

HUMOUR - $22.95

ADRIAN RAESIDE

PAPERBACK -
AVAILABLE -

6 X9IN - 128 PGS - 120 COLOUR ILLUSTRATIONS
ISBN 978-1-55017-953-8

JOHN HORGAN
In His Own Words
JOHN HORGAN WITH ROD MICKLEBURGH

This candid, unvarnished memoir of British Columbia’s

COASTAL
CONNECTIONS

CoAsTAL CONNECTIONS
A History of British Columbia Ferries and
Passenger Ships

DEREK HAYES

most popular premier reveals a legacy of enduring value Award-winning historian and photographer Derek Hayes

to Canadian politics and culture. MEMOIR - $38.95

CLOTH - 6 X9 IN - 256 PGS - 16-PAGE COLOUR INSERT
AVAILABLE - ISBN 978-1-99852-626-0

SOUND LIKE A

. WAL SAILOR
{ =/ I The Book
SOUNI of Nautical
LIKE A Expressions

SAILOR

An essential book for
language buffs alike,

windfall of fascinating
linguistic information.
MARITIME - $24.95

HARDCOVER - 5.5 X 8.5IN - 224 PGS - 50 B&W ILLUSTRATIONS
AVAILABLE - ISBN 978-1-99852-623-9

DEVELOPING GLAZES

Oxidation
MARY FOX

hard-earned knowledge
about glazing in this book
that encourages ceramic
artists to experiment with
confidence.

ART - $44.95
HARDCOVER - 7.25 X 11.75IN - 176 PGS - 100+ COLOUR PHOTOS
AVAILABLE - ISBN 978-1-99852-625-3

R. BRUCE MACDONALD

boating enthusiasts and

Sound Like a Sailor is a

Low-Fire Reduction and

Renowned Vancouver Island
potter Mary Fox shares her

examines the long and colourful history of ferries and
ships linking the BC coast. MARITIME - $50.00

HARDCOVER - 8.4 X109 IN -
ILLUSTRATIONS - AVAILABLE -

304 PGS - COLOUR PHOTOS AND
ISBN 978-1-99852-638-3

EMERSON THE
ELEPHANT SEAL
GINGER NGO

EMERSON

THE ELEPHANT SEAL
A colourful, imagina-

tive picture book
based on the true
story of Emerson the
elephant seal, who
decided to abandon
his home in the wilds
for life in the bright
city lights of Victoria,
BC.

CHILDREN’S 3-5 -
$24.95

HARDCOVER + 8 XTOIN - 32 PGS - 32 COLOUR ILLUSTRATIONS

AVAILABLE - ISBN 978-1-99852-634-5

THE TIME OF FALLING
APART
Poems

WENDY DONAWA

Donawa’s voice shifts from
ironic and quirky to con-
templative and speculative,
through the inevitable pas-
sage of memory and time,
searching for meaningina
world rife with injustice.
POETRY - $22.95

PAPERBACK -
AVAILABLE -

6 X9IN - 126 PGS
ISBN 978-1-99852-630-7

—— GET THE LATEST INFORMATION ABOUT OUR BOOKS: www.harbourpublishing.com m—

PO BOX 219, MADEIRA PARK, BC - VON 2HO | PHONE: 604-883-2730 | TOLL-FREE ORDER LINE: 1-800-667-2988 | E-MAIL: orders@harbourpublishing.com
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